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INTRO BWCTlOm 
T 



H E foflowirig colle&km of the feveral Petitions, Reprefenta- 
tions a»d Anfwers, relative to the prefent political differences in 
the Ifland of Jersey, and of the Orders of Council which have iflued 
thereupon, has been printed at the defire, and principally for the 
life and convenience of a confiderable number of the Gentlemen of, 
die Ifland. It will not only, be as it is prefumed, of fervice 
to thofe who are concerned in thofe differences, or in the refult of them, 
but it may alio be entertaining to the public in general, to fee comprifed 
in one volume the various public tranfa&ions of one of the moft 
interesting periods in the hiftory of Jerfey. 

Nothing more is intended by the prefent publication than letting 
down with accuracy, and in due order of time, the feveral Petitions 
Anfwers, and . Oraers as they appeared , with as few obfervations 
as poflible. Other documents however, relative to public k matters 
have been thought neceffary^ in order to elucidate the nature and 
tendency of thefe difputes, and to gitfe, a clearer infight into the 
condud, and pretentions of the contending parties. A few notes 
are alfo fubjoined, explanatory of pafTages and circumftances which, 
deftitute of that affiftance, might be ill^ underftood. 

Although the Ifland of Jerfey has from time to time, for two centuries ' 
paft and upwards, been a fcene of difcontent and troubles among 
the people, excited by what they deemed the oppreffions of their 
Magiftrates, and carried to the unfortunate extremity of caufing two 
infurredUons within the fpace of fifty years j yet it has not been 
thought requifite, or fuited to the prefent defign, to go farther back 
than the difputed eledion of James Pipon efq r . to the office of 
conftable and reprefentative for the parish of S. Bselade. This 
point having given rife to the difquifition of the refpe&ive rights 
of the legiflative and judicial bodies, and having awakened the 
attention of the inhabitants to thofe evils under which they were 

J left to groan, forms a memorable oera in the hiftory of this little 

'• country. 

I* A work, including proceedings of an earlier date, would be toa 
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i* INTRO DU&T TOW. 

Yoluminous, afflf lefs interefting to the prefenf gt&eratibfc The cti- 
riofity however of thofe, who wish to inveftigate the probable •ori-^ 
ginal caufes of thofe former troubles, and of the prefent conteftjT 
as connected with tranfa&ions ,of a more remote- period, \fifr nttt 
be left wholly ungratified. They will find many curious fa<9tf in^tho? 
jftatement of the imperfe&ions of the laws,, and of the ^bufes in the 
atiminiflratioh of juftice, prefixed to the proposition for re-^ablish- 
ing the trial, by juries in civil, mtxt t and Criminal cafes, agreed 
tipon by the States cjn the 4th. of b&ober 1786, and fi#ce tranf- 
flatted for Jais Majefty> approbation* . r C ': 
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TO THE KING'S 

MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL. 

THE humble Petition of the Dean andRecIor of the parish of 
St. Saviour^ the Re3ors of the parishes of St. Peter, St. Lau- 
rence, St. Helier, St. Ouen, St. Mary, and St. Martin; and of 
the Conjlahles and Reprefentatives of the parishes of St. Helier, 
Trinity, St. Ouen, St. John, St. Mary, Grouville, St. Martin, 
St. Clement, and St. Peter, Being the major part of the members 
of the States of your Majefly's IJland of Jerfey, 

Shewetk, 

1 HAT it is with concern your Majefiy's Petitioners find themfelves 
under the neceffity of reprefenting to your Majefty at this time of trouble 
and danger, when the united efforts of the States would be more properly 
bent on publick matters and the defence of this country, that the meetings 
of the affembly of the States are now totally difcontinued, and the courie 
of the publicK bufinefs confequently obftru&ed ; the occaGon of which 
your Majefty will be mod gracioufly pleafed to be made acquainted with 
by the following faithful relation of inconteftable fads. 

That in the year 177^ the 17th. day of april, in confequence of an 
appointment from the Right Honorable General Conway, Governor of the 
Itland of Jerfey, James Pipon efq\ was fworn, before the Royal Court, one 
of the Receivers of your Majefiy's revenues in the (aid Ifland. 

That in the year 1776 the faid James pipon was chofen Conftable of 
the parish of St. Brelade by the votes of the inhabitants of the faid pa- 
rish, and took the ufual oath of Conftable accordingly before the Royal 
Court, on the 17th. day of february 1776. 

That at the expiration of three years, when the faid office of Conftable 
became vacant agreable to law, the Court appointed another eledion, and 
the faid James Pipon was chofen a fecond time Conftable of the parish of 
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St. Brelade by a great majority of votes : but that, on being prefcnted be- 
fore the Court to be fworn, the Court did refufe to adminifter the oath f 
pronounced the office of Receiver of your Majefty's revenues incompatible 
with the office of Conftable in the faid parish of St. Brelade; all which 
appears by their aft of the 27th. of february 1779. 

That as foon as this aft of the Court was made, and immediatly on the 
publick reading thereof, the faid James Pipon protefted againft the proceed- 
ing of the Court, difputing their competency in the matter, and requefting 
that it might be debated in the affembly of the States of the Ifland, or 
otherwise referred to your Majefty in Council ; to which remonftrances the 
Court did not then think proper to pay any attention. 

That on the 28th, of february 1779, by virtue of tkis appointment of the 
Court for another eie&ion, the votes of the inhabitants of the parish of 
St. Brelade were again collefted, of which the faid James Pipon had a ftill 
greater majority. 

That in confequence of the refult of this laft ele&ion, the Court had a 
private meeting, where they refolved to flop all further proceedings in the 
pffair till your Majefty's pleafure was known; but at the fame time made 
an order, that the eldeft Centenier of the parish of St. Brelade should ad in 
the mean while as Conftable, and fit in the affembly of the States as repre- 
fentative of the parish of St. Brelade, which appears by their aft of the 
pth. of march 1779. 

That at a meeting of the affembly of the States, appointed for the 13 th. of 
march 17791 in which the Centenier of the parish of St. Brelade by the 
Court's appointment was fitting as member, one of your Majefty's Petitio- 
ners, before the bufinefs of the day was opened, made a previous motion to 
enquire into the caufe and legality of the faid Centenier's prefence in th« 
States. But that the chief Magiftrate, who prefides in the affembly of the 
States, peremptorily and obftinately refufed to fubmit the motion to the de- 
liberation of the States, notwith (landing it was properly feconded, and the 
Prefident repeatedly folicited to that purpofe by feveral others of your 
Majefty's Petitioners. That on a queftion put by the Prefident « whether 
the States should proceed to bufinefs? » your Majefty's Petitioners, after 
mature and deliberate consideration, and in obedience to a pofitive order of 
your Majefty in Council, came to the following refolution (not without 
affuring the Lieutenant Governor, who was prefent, that they were willing and 
ready to concur with and lend him all the afliftance in their power to purfue 
the meafures already taken for tbe defence of the Ifland, and other exigen- 
cies of^he State) -that as the Conftable of the parish of S. Brelade was 
» not prefent in the States, and the Centenier of the faid parish not legally 
» authorifed to ad in his (lead, the affembly of the States was incomplete, and 
9> could not proceed on public^ bufinefs; » which appears by the aft of 
the Scates of this day, 
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Your Majefty's loyal and faithful fubjefts the Petitioners are confciou* thai 
they have been guided by honour and principle, that they have afted the part 
of free and unprejudiced citizens, and have difcharged the truft which the con-i 
fidence of their country impofes on them. Fearful however left their con- 
duft should be raifreprefented, and the prefent ftagnation of affairs with all 
its conferences attributed to their honeft endeavours of preferving the pri- 
vileges of their country, they beg leave to fubmit, with the greateft humi- 
lity, to your Majefty's fupfcrior wiidora the fenfible and alarming impreffions, 
vhich the proceedings of the Court, throughout this affair, have made on 
the minds of your Petitioners. 

There appears, in the firfl place, a manifeft inconfiftency between the aft 
of the Court of the 17th. of february 1776, and that of the 27th. of february 
1779, the one admitting James Pipon efq r .' to take the oath of Conftable, the 
other refufing to adminifter the oath to the fame perfon no otherwlfe now 
difqualified, mvefted at either time with the feme and no other office, and 
bearing from his condiments a teftimony the more refpeftable, as it was 
founded on experience : an inconfiftency reconciled by no intermediate 
law, ordinance, or precedent, accounted for by no circumftance attending 
the latter, that dkl not exift in the former aft, not even countenanced by 
the appearance of any abufe or inconveniency's having refulted from the 
junftion of both offices. 

There appears alfo in the afts of the Court of 27th. of february and 9th; 
of march 1779, an injurious negleft of the votes of the inhabitants of the pa- 
rish of. St. Brelade, their choice of a Conftable being therein totally difre- 
garded, their freedom of eleftion evidently pointed at, and their right of 
conftituting a representative in the affembly of the States abfolutely violated. 

But above all, and what is ftill more alarming, there appears in both the 
afts of the Court of the 27th. of february and 9th. of march 1779 a determinate 
intention of affuming the legiflative authority by an unwarrantable ftretch 
of power. 

To make a pofitive ordinance ex poft fafto, and againft written law and 
precedents; to rejeft a Conftable duly chofen, and to annihilate the votes of 
a parish by ordering another eleftion, contrary to that choice ; to inveft a 
Centenier with a Conftable's power; to appoint him the reprefentative 
of a parish in oppofition to the votes of the people; and to order 
that he shall fie as member in the affembly of the States without the con- 
currence of that affembly ; rhefe proceedings call up the mod ferious appre- 
henfions. 1 They evidently point at the conftitution of the Ifland; infinuate 
a right to fupetfedeand give laws to the affembly of the States; are an at- 
tempt at arbitrary power; and, big with mifchief and danger, they threaten the 
inhabitants of this country with the lofs of thejr moft precious privileges* 

Thefe proceedings of the Court are the more unaccountable, as they aft 
. in direft oppofition to an order of your Majefty in Council, dated the 28th. of 
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march 1771, vtf dh flands at the head, and makes pan of the Code of lavs 
eftablishedforthe political government of this Ifland, in which your Majet 
ty's pleafure is expreffed in the following terms. « And his Majefty dotb 
» hereby order, that no lavs or ordinances whatfoevtr, which may be made 
» provifionally, or in view of being afterwards affented to by his Majefty 
*» in Council, shall be paffed but by the whole aflembly of the States of 
» the faid Ifland; and with refpeft to fuch provifignal laws and ordinances 
* fo pafled by thera^ that none shall be put or remain in force for any 
*> time longer than three years; but that the fame, upon its being reprefented 
•> by the States to his Majefty that fuch laws & ordinances are round by 
•> experience to be ufeful and expedient to be continued, shall, having firft 
» obtained his Majefly's royal aflent, and not till then, be inferred and become 
» part of the Code of the political laws of the faid Ifland, Sec. * 

This is a law plain and pofitive, which the Magiftrates of the Ifland ought 
ever to have prefent to their minds, to hold in awe and reverence ; for it was 
obtained in confequence of the fatal oppreffions, which the inhabitants of 
this country had felt from the Court's exercifing at once the legiflative and 
executive power ; a law, which your Majefty 's Petitioners are bound ftrictly 
to attend to, and the violation of which it is their intereft and duty to oppofe. 

Encouraged by thele ientiments, guided by motives of confeience, your 
JMajefty's Petitioners, full of zeal and confidence, but with profound humility, 
look up to your Majefty for the confirmation of thole important privileges, 
which it has been their fole objeft to preferve, praying that your Majefty 
will be moft graciotifly pleafed to order that t&e afts of the 27th. of fe- 
bruary and 9th, of march 1779 be erafed from the records of the Court; and 
that the Court may never prefume for the future to make either law, fta- 
tute or ordinance, provifional or durable, on any pretext whatfoever. And 
that it may pleafe your Majefty further to exprefs your royal difapprobation 
at the conduit of the Prefident of the States, and to order that he shall not 
henceforth refufe to fubmit to the deliberation of the States any motion pro- 
pofed by a member of the States, and feconded by another member of that af- 
lembly ; and finally that the courfe of publick affairs may no longer be obftruft- 
ed, the Petitioners humbly entreat that your Majefty will be pleafed to confider 
and refolve, whether the office of Conftable and Reprefentative of a parish be 
incompatible with the office of Receiver of your Majefty's revenues in the Ifland 
of Jerfey. And your Majefl/s Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray, &c. 

Ifland of Jerfey , 
aprilzd. 1779. 

Signed by Francis Le Breton, Dean and ReSor of St. Saviour. 
Richard Le Feutnre, ReQor of St. Peter. 
Edward Biffim, Re&or of St. Laurens. 
J. Duprt, ReSor of St. Helier. 
J, Du Parcq, ReQor of St. Ouen. 
K Signed by 
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Signed by Francis Valpy, ReSor of St. Mary: 

Francis Le Couteur, ReSor of St. Martin; 
mil. Patriarcke, Conftable of St. Helier. 
John De La Perrelte 9 Conjiablc of St. Oucn. 
John Dupri, Conftable of St. Mary., 
John Hooper, Conftable of Growiue. 
Ph. Collas, Conftable of St. Martin. 
J. Filleul, Conftable of St. Clement. 
J. Dnmaresq t Conftable of St. Peter. 

The Conftables of Trinity and of St. John were of the number of thofe 
who form'd the majority in the affembly of the States on the 13th* of march 
*775>, and declare they {till perfift in the refoiution of that day, but have re-, 
fufea to fign this petition. 

* 
Anjwtr of the Royal Court to the above Petition. 

TO the Right Honorable the Ldrds qf the Committee of his Majefty's moft Ho* 
nor able Privy Council for the affairs of Jerfey and Guernjey. 

W E the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of his Mayfly's Royal Court of the (aid 
Ifland of Jerfey hereunder fubferibed, in obedience to your Lordships 1 ordet 
of the aid. of June laft directing us to return to your JLoitiships our aftfwef 
in writing to the petition of feveral members of the States of this Ifland, 
complaining of an ad of this Royal Court whereby the oath of Con/table 
was refuted to be adminiftered to James Pipon, one of the Receivers of* his 
Majefty's revenues in this faid Ifland, who had been elefted and chofen Con* 
liable of the parish of St. Brelade; and whereby it was pronounced that the 
office of Receiver of his Majefty's revenues was incompatible with that of 
Conftable, beg leave to lay before your Lordships. 

That in february 1776 the faid James Pipon was, through the oraftifes of 
fome inconfiderate perions, elefted into the faid office of Conftable of the 
parish of St. Brelade, and, having come before the Royal Court, was on the 
10th. of the fame month fworn into the faid office, the chief Magiftrate 
being then attended by two Jurats only, who did nbt then cofafider the im- 
propriety of his exerciGng it while he was Receiver. 

That the faid office of Conftable being by law triennial, on the aoth. day 
of february laft the Royal Court ordered a new eledion for the fame to be 
filled up. The incompatibility of thefe two offices united in the fame perfon 
had been felt, while Mr. Pipon exercifed them together, but as he had made 
public profeffions of his reiuAance to continue in that of Conftable, it was 
expe&ed that the inconvenience would ceafe. 

That through the inftigation of the fame rash advifers, as we are credibly 
informed, he was brought to fuffer himfelf to be again fecretly recommended 
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to the choice of the parishioners; in confequtnc* of vhich pra&Ke* he got 
a majority in oppofttion to the votes of his friends and neareft relations, 
who judicioufly looked upon that ftep contrary to his private, as veil as 
againft the publick intereft. In confequence of this fecond choice, having 
come before the Court on the 27th. of february aforcfaid to renew the oath 
of office, the bench, then compofed of eight Jurats, with the chief Magistrate, 
(a number more than ftkfficient to form a Quorum, and to decide upon points 
of the greateft confequence in the Wand > confidering the legal incompati- 
bility of the two offices aforefaid being united in the fame perfon, pronoun*- 
ced acooidmgiy, and made an order for another perfon to be elected into 
that of Conftable of the (aid parish; and in order to avoid the lead fufpi- 
ciQti *f perfonal refleftions againft M. Pipon, the Court by the fame aft did 
ample juftice to his chara&en 

That Al Pipon left the Court feeminglv fatisfied with this refolution, and 
it was not long before our breaking up that entering again, attended by M. 
Dumaresq, conftable of the parish of Sc; Peter and ap advocate of the 
Court, he proppfed a proteft of an unprecedented nature and tendency to 
be entered up againft our proceedings, which not having been admitted, he 
thereupon declared he would lay his complaint before his. Majefty. 

Th«inftjoad of having recourfe to his .Majefty* as the only means con- 
fift^nt with decenqy apd good order, and the only authority to reform th* 
imftfdce* qf this; his Royal Court, tlje meafures they purfued were direfted 
to oppofe thjs decree; and lw 'means of the perfons who had already mifled 
M; Pipop, the people of Su Breiade were animated with refentment againft 
the civil authority, and influenced to perffft in their firft choice* Thofe pro- 
ceedings were even countenanced by the faid M. Dumaresq, who, notwithftan~ 
ding h? is a conftable of another parish, attended his elc&ion, and by M, 
Pippn hitnf^lfj who harangued the people* folicited fhem publikly to con- 
tinue firm in his favour, called the Cbujrt> authority jn quQftion in order to 
leflen its influence, represented the proceedings a$ injurious to them, $nd 
promifed to take upon himfelf every copfequpnce which. might atcendtheir 
compjiance with his requeft. 

That the Courf, upon fye^ring of thefe proceedings ffom fhofe ,6f their 
nrtmb?tfj.who«p : they -Ijad impowered to pplle#, the votei in this ete&ion. 
as is cuftoi f ' ' r r^her apprised that 1VJ. Pipon, with tjie afl3f- 

tai^ceofoi vas Jnduffripufly bj^fy in ftirring up X'fpjfltof 

party and the mafgiftrates, tending to render their ttdmi- 

niftratipn < * the mind? of the inhabitants, thought it theii 

iduty to ft js in fhe matter till his Majefty^ Royal plea? 

Aire cogjd der to prevent the bad confequenc.es which a 

divifiori b Jraw aftpr h in the critical fltuatJoP. of the 

country ; and therefore, we pafled an aft certifying this : refolution ; and/fa 
the end that publick bufiftefs should ndt be at a (land, we pv&vidtd in 
\fy interiin that the ekfeft Genteniei ^r. under- Cortftahle. of ihej £&A jpak 
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dW*(w*w> by tfcftt office >Ugaliy qualified to tji* fame ibnftion*, egrweH 
as co attending tb*. affemblies of the, States) should bet direded to aft 
conformably. 

We conceive that we were warranted in our proceedings, in that a Con- 
ihble in this I (land is effentially and principally an officer under the Royal 
Court, as the tenor of his oath of office clearly evinces, and as fuch has 
a great share in the due observance apd execution of the laws, being bound 
io enquire into every fpecies of offence agaaifl: them, to bring before this 
Royal Court perfops fulpeded or accufed of adions of a criminal nature, 
or deferving punishment either corporal or pecuniary, to ad in capacity 
of foreman or the jury called enditement, and to give his verdid upon 
accufations, which gives him a great share in the convidion of criminals; 
to keep the peace inviolate in his parish, and bring to a trial thofe who 
difturb it, to be equally at the the head of a jury compofed of his offi- 
cers on the vifitation of the publick roads by the Royal Court, upon 
whofe return fines and amerciaments are impofed, to execute writs from 
the chief Magiftrate and the Court in many matters of a more civil na- 
ture, and in other refpe&s liable to obey their mandate? as an officer un- 
der their authority; and therefore we cpnfidered that an officer, entrusted 
jwith fuch powers, cannot without opening a wide door to corruption and 
abufe be admitted to the exercife of them at the time that he is concer- 
ned in the revenue, made up in part of the very confi (cations fines and 
amercements, in the impofing of which he is often called upon to give 
his opinion. 

The complainants lay great ftrefs upon the aft of this Court of theptfi. 
jof match 1779, which they reprefent as a proof of our afluraing a legifla*- 
<tive authority by a mod unwarrantable itretchof power, and in the mot 
poignant terms traduce our proceedings as arbitrary, dangerous, and alar- 
ming, to the inhabitants of the I/land. This flep, far from fprtnging from 
tpotives and intentions fo unworthy th* charader and dignity of Magif* 
traces, was intended to flop the mifchief and confuGon which the deter* 
mitied temerity of fame of the complainants and their .adherents threfate* 
***d to bring upon the Ifland at a time that the greateft unanimity was 
necefiary for the defence of the country; and the provifion was made to 
prevent the . ftagnatton of the proceedings of the States in fo critical a 
cemjundure by dijrediog the eloeft Centenier -to attend that aflfembly untitt 
his Mafefty's pteafure should he known, and cannot confequently appear, 
upon a difpaffionate inquiry, as an appointment of a reprefentative of a 
parish in oppofition . to the votes of the people, if it be but confidered, 
that in confequence of the parish's ettdfon ofi that perfon to be Ceiv- 
.tenier (Which office inverts him with tfie fame powers with the Conftable, 
*Ven to the right of voting in the. States whensoever it may be expedient, 
as in cafe of abferice, fickoefs, or other, inability of the Conflable;) He 
•ought to have, been ccm&dered by the compUinants alegal reprefentative 
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of the (aid parish. It mad therefore be evident that the calling to the 
aflembly of the States the eideft Centenier was no creation of a member 
of the aflembly, as is pretended in the mod offenfive and incautious terms, 
neither doth the mealure point at the conftitution of the Ifland, nor tend 
to infinuate a right in the jurifdi&ion to fuperfede and give laws to that 
aflembly. 

The complainants further infer a manifeft inconfiftency between the afts 
of this Court of the 17th. of februarv 1776, and 27th. of february 1775b 
the one admitting James Pipon to the office of Conftable, and the other 
refuting to admit the fame perfon no otherwife difqualified, inverted at 
either time with the fame and no other office, and bearing from his con- 
stituents a teftimony the more refpeftable as it was founded on experience; 
an inconfiftency reconciled, as it is pretended, by no intermediate law, or- 
dinance, or precedent, accounted for by no circumftauce attending the lat- 
ter which did not exift in the former aft, not even countenanced by the 
appearance of any abufe or inconveniency having refulted from the junc- 
tion of both offices. 

We hereupon beg leave to obferve to your Lordships, that notwithftand- 
ing this apparent contrariety in the two ads above mentioned ; in the firft 
place they ipeak not the fentiments of the fame Magiftrates, althp' parted 
in the fame jurifdiftion, the firft being iflued by two of the Magiftrates 
only, who in the courfe and multiplicity of bufinefs might not attend to 
the impropriety, nor be (truck with the inconvenience which refult from 
the junction of two offices, which upon more mature confideration appear 
ftom their nature and powers egregioufly incompatible. Secondly, it would 
be a ftrange reafoning to admit, that becaufe an inferior nutober of Ma- 
giftrates had been miftaken in one inftance, the fuperior number muft in 




the experience of his conftituents, it cannot avail him in this cafe, as it 
is the production of perfuafion and fecret practices, which were the more 
eafily prevailing over the minds of the commonality, that no felicitations 
were employed in favour of the perfon named by the mod refpeftable pare 
of that parish to fucceed to the office of Conftable;. and that the majo- 
rity in point of number dreaded the effefts of a Receiver's refentment, who 
had it in his power to be avenged on them by the difficulties he could 
expofe them to by the manner of exacting their tithes and other dues 
to his Majefty's revenue. And as to their aflertion, that no abufe or in- 
convenience, had refulted from the junction of the two offices, we shall 
adduce one inftance which alone proves their incompatibility. M. Pipon, 
while Conftable, brought before us two perfons for an aflault upon the 
houfe add body of a woman in that parish, which being put upon their 
trial were indided by a jury 01 enditement, of which M. Pipon was the 

foreman 



Digitized by 



Google 



(13) 
foreman in conference of which verdift they were fentenced to a fine 
to his Majefly, which became payable to M. Pipon u receiver, as appears 
by the a&.on that head* 

In refpeft to what pafled in the aflembly of the States on the 13 th. 
day of march 1779, we beg leave to lay before your Lordships, that upon 
a Ipeech made by one of the complainants about the Centenier's prefence 
in the aflembly, in which he inveighed mod immoderately againft the pro* 
ceedings of this Royal Court, and without the leaft regard to their cha- 
racter and dignity, laboured to the utmoft to alarm the red of the mem- 
bers upon what he (tiled, without attention or regard, an attempt to ar- 
bitrary power, big with the moft dangerous confequences to the liberty and 
priviledges of the inhabitants, exciting apprehenfions in the body of the 
ConftabTes, of confequence to themfeives in particular and induftrioufly 
flattering them with entire independence ftt>m the Court, and ending in a 
pretention that the States should then pronounce upon the legality of the 
laid Centenier's prefence, and the caufe . of the faid Pipon not fetting 
there as Conftable of the parish of St. Brelade; the chief Magi ft rate, who 
is prefident in that aflembly, forefeeing the dangerous tendency of the Sta- 
tes afluming the authority of calling in queftion or reforming whatever 
they should pretend to be erroneous or unjuft in the proceedings of thi* 
Royal Court, fubjeft to no other authority than that of his Majefly in 
Council, remonftrared againft fuch a pretention, as tending to throw tile 
different departments into confuflon and to put a total flop to their pro- 
ceedings, and therefore propofed that as by the Charter of King Henry 
the 7th. it had been provided between the Governor and this Court, that 
in cafe of any difference about their mutual powers and offices they were 
not to attempt any thing againft each other, but fubmit their difputes to hts 
Majefly, fo in the prefent fimilar cafe of difpute between the Court and 
States it was unbecoming for either fide to decide in the matter, but juft 
to refer it to his Majefty s fuperior wifdom; which moderate and conci- 
liating expedient was not attended to by the chief among the complai- 
nants, who, depending upon their fuperiority in number, glowed with the 
defire of humbling this Court, and clamoroufly infilled upon the opinion 
r of the aflembly; thereupon the Prefident declared that he could not co»- 
fiftently with his duty comply with a demand tending to overfet the con*- 
Aitution, by allowing the two inferior -bodies of the States to fuperceed 
the judicial decifions of the other as Magifhates; upon which fheRe&ot 
of the parish of St. Saviour, not long fince appointed Dean of the Ifland, 
with 'much warmth moved, that the States should immediately proceed to 
chufe a. Judge delegu£; by which ftep the chief Magiftrate, of royal no*- 
mination, had been fuperceeded without formality, and deprived, not Only 
of any fway or authority in the States, but li&ewife of the exercife of 
his judicial funftion as Magiftrate. 

Such are the grounds upon which the complainants pray his Majerty's 
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41ftaprob&tSofi of the chief Magifcrate, and his injun&ion to cotaply fob* 
miifively in future with every pretention of any member of the States. 

Animated by the defire o1f quieting, If poffible, the apprehenfions which 
the complainants profefled at our meafures, the chief Magiftrate and his 
Alajeftys Procureur general further propofed' to the States, that for tb$ . 
public iqtereft the affembly should, proceed to the bufinefs propofed by 
the Lieutenant Governor, and a provision be made by the ad which should 
be pa fled, referving the parties to the right of complaining to his Majefty 
in Council upon the point in difpu'te; but every expedient was content 

E:uoufly reje&ed,' and nothing could fatisfy the complainants lave abfolute 
bmiffion to -their will ' 

As to the Petitioners imputation, tj^at we have afted in oppoGtion to 
your Majefty-s order of the a8jth. of march 1771, providing that no laws 
or ordinances should thenceforth be paffed but by the whole affembly of 
the States, and that, this order having b$en obtained in confequence of 
of the oppreffions felt from the Royal Court by the inhabitants, we ought 
to hold the fame in awe arid reverence ; we beg leave to dbferye that 
We cannot conceive, that our decifion of the inadmiffibility of the faid 
Pipon to the office of Conftable can be conGdered as a law, the enafting 
of which belongs to the legiflative power, but as matter of incident co- 
gnizable by the judicial authority only; and for the other part of the im- 
putation, it affords an additional proof of the temerity by which the whole 
p onduft of.the Petitioners is diftinguished, and therefore shall not now dwell 
upon the judication of the Royal Court in that point, which would fweli 
mis anfwer beyond its proper (ize, but will content mirfelves to obferve 
y*here, that a great part of the laws and regulations, now in force in thit 
Ifland in copfequence of the faid order and qf his Majefty's royal appro- 
bation, hid before been enafted by the Roy^M Court, and are now found 
beneficial and not oppreffive to fhe inha£it£js. 

We think not ourfelves ^arra^itidT in uftititing the Petitioners except 
' in one inftance, that of proteftation to the re&itude of our intentions xa 

thefe proceedings, which, if we could have forefeen the confequei^ces oc-, 
cafioned by the dbhaefs of the Petitioners, we should readily have fufpen- 
ded out of regard to the public tranquility, and would have entreated and 
awaked his Ma jetty's pleauire and directions;. but as we have been aftua- 
red by motives of duty to remedy an abufe likely to grow mora and 
morfe dangerous, we dare, flatter ourfelves with meeting with your Lord- 
ships' iupport and countenance, and th*t far from being thought to der 
ierve the difgrace and reprehenfion, which .the Petitioners would dray 
down upon us from his WUjefty, that it will appear to his Majefty and 
your Lprdships expedient fo dired that the ad parted in the States the 
13th. of march 1779 by the Petitioners be null and void, and that from" 
henceforth the Received of his Majefty's revenues in this Jfland be dif« 
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qualified from, holding any civil, mptoVtmtrf&fa gffqt tf $ep$g*; 
and ftriftly enjoined not jo interfere pr take par* in (any $j^onjto, any 
civil office wbatfoeve; in the Ifland, dr other matter regarding the civil 
government. * 

IJland of Jerfiy, We are, with the utraoft refpeft, your 

xG 08. 177$. Lordships' mod faithful! and obedient 






humble fervants. 

Charles Lemprure, Lieutenant Bafflf* 

Joshua Pipon. 

Edward Le Maiftre* 

Phil De Carteret*, 

Fr. Marett. 

Nic. Mtffetvy % 

Ou Paytu 

Elias Pipon. 

Ph. Robin. 
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Remarks on the foregoing anfwer of the Lieutenant BailLy and of fame of the 
Jurats 3 which have appeared at Council in fupporl $/. the Petition of the States 
reJpeSing the Court's rejufal to adminifier the oath of conflable to James Pi~ 
pon, efq\ 

m That in february, &c. » 

Remarks* It is aflerted in the beginning of this paragraph that M. 
Pipon attained the office of Cooftable through the intrigues' of incon(i~ 
derate perfonsj yet it is well known that no improper means or ftratagem 
were ufed in favobr of M. Pipon j that the inhabitants of St.' Brelade 
were guided in their choice by no other motives than the regaijd they 
had for him, and the good opinioa they entertained of his abilities: 
they gave him freely their votes, without any felicitation. If fome par- 
ticular perfons, who fliie themfelves his friends anil his neareft relations, 
have disproved of this choice; it can fcp aflehed with truth, that it 
has been generally applauded by moft of the inhabitants of* tiiis coyptry. 

. The mis reprefentatipn, So cpnfpicupus in the .beginning of this anfwer, 
mult create a doubt on the veracity of the whole. { . 

The laft part of this patagraph is not left remarkable than the firfb 
The Lieutenant Bailly and the Court tell the Lords of Council, that the 
Magirtrates ' did not confider what they were about the firft time they ad> 
miniftered. the oath ta;M. Pipon, and it is worthy of obferyation that 
at the very time they are acknowledging that a. .Court of judicature, may 
have patted a fentence inconfider^tely, they apply the appellation of incpn- 
fiderate perfons to AJ. Pipqn's eledors, ^nd ieem in this jaft i^ttance- to 
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>look upon it a* the higheft difgrafce. 

"/,; V Thai the (aid office of Conftable, &c. '» 

' Remarks. This pretended incompatibility is totally Void of foundation 
or proof; no inconvenience has enfued in confequence of the union of 

^TfheJe' two offices during M. Piporfs holding them. In another part of 

: this aftfwer if is obferved, that M. Fipon was called upon, as Conftable, 
to give judgment hi the Cafe of 1 two men whom he had brought before 

♦the Court; this iaft proVes nothing. The enditement or jury, of which 
lie made a part, gave in its verdift, and the Cpurt impofed a fine which 
became entirely the property, not of James Pipon, as it is falfly infi- 
jiuated, but of the Governor. All the Judges were prefent at this trial, 

. and no one was furprifed at, or obje&ed to M. Pipon's afting^as a ju- 
ryman; they then entertained no idea of the incompatibility of his two r 
offices, although they had: full time to confider of it. 

It is obfervable whit a ftrange contradiction has marked the conduit 
of the Magiftrates; they, are now defpleafed that a Receiver should exer- 
cife a civil office, though they have feen without the leaft difapproba- 
tion, the revenues of his s Majetty,_for feveral years, in the hands of the 
prefent Lieutenant Bailly, of the King's Procureur, his brother, and' of 
iheir. brother-in-law, a Jurat. M. Pipon, properly (peaking, is no more 
than the Governor's clerk; he has no ihtereft whatever in augmenting his 
revenues; whether they rife or fall, his falary is always the fame. M. 
Pipon has no concern in the execution of tne laws ; he can impofe no 
fine on the inhabitants, and cannot confequently encreafe the King's re- 
venues; but the powerful family, juft mentioned, had a thoufand ways 
of appropriating to. then?felves the fortunes of individuals; and the tempi- 
'ration was almoft iirefifiible, when it is confidered that they farmed 
thefe revenues, and that an augmentation of them was manifeftly their 
intertft* This enormous union of different powers was univerfally known, 
and yet the Royal Court never made the leaft endeavour do divide them, 
or ever exprefled its dread of the conferences. Shall it be faid 3 to 
weaken the force of this remark, that the Lieutenant Bailly, his. brother, 
and M. Ricard were men of uncbrrupted, equity? But is M. Pipon in- 
ferior to them in point of honour, integrity, and virtue? . 

If thofe cabals and intrigiiesi which the Magiftrats take notice of in 
their anfwer, had aftually exifted in M. Pipon's elections, if that mifchief 
of which they complain had taken place, they would hardly have pafled 
them over in filence in the aft, by which they refufe to adminifler the 
oath, nor would they have acknowledged, that he had filled his office 
of Conftable properly and honourably, as they dp in their aft of the 
27th. of febrpary 1779.^ 

» That through the iriftjgation, &c. » 

v R. M. Pipon was not, either in this or in the former efe&ion fecretly recom- 
mended 
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titen&d "<*>' tfie * bariskiorafri; ihtf have cfiofeti hin* as free and fridepen-i 
dent voters, and have called him to the office of Gbnftable from :) a per- 
fusion that he deferved their confidence. They were not enfluenced by* 
their dread of him as Receiver; tbey Were influenced by the favourable 
fcopTeffions Which his conftant ridkiade-of cttridlrft and his integrity had 4 mader 
en their minds, a truth which thefe- geAtteftfen* wh(f crilKthetalfehres h&* 
fptend* and his neareft .relation*, would not 1 ftH to ackdbwletfjgecT if: 
Ihey* kjiew t*e duties arin**ed ib : tfibft ftfc*ed : ties. ' r \ - 

» That through -the inftigation, &c. »- - 

jR. . How can it be aflerted that there is a legal incompatibility be-- 
tWeen two offices, when . no law exift to prove it. Tne Court it* 
felf muft be well convinced thfct its aft is founded on no law whatever ^: 
5'ut that there is a variety 6f precedents dire&ly : contrary* to this de*- 
cifion. Within the remembrance of mod of the, prefent Jurats, prancig. 
Marett, gentleman, father of one of them, was Conftable, and Receiver 
at the fame time, as feveral afts of the States and Court can teftifyj and 
to thefe two' offices was added that of deputy* King's Procureur. The * 
fame Francis Marett was afterwards elected to a feat on the bench of iuf- 
tice, notwithftanding which he ftill held the place of .Receiver. Edward fo- 
card efquire, one of the prefent Jurats, has long received his Majefty's « 
revenues at a time when the Receivers where properly the Governor's far- 
mers, and enjoyed the whole on condition of thiir paying him a fti- 
pulated fum; a temptation to oppreffive exa&ions, removed in the perfoai 
©f M« Pipon, who is accountable to his Principal for every shilling he : 
receives. Where then is the legal incompatibility between the. two offi^< 
ces above mentioned ? One cifcumftarice it is not improper to obferve* , 
apd which the Court might have its views in not noticing, is that eight- 
Jtirat* only fat that day- on the bench, and that three out of that num- 
ber admitted the legality of the. ele&ed, and were lor (wearing in M r » 
Upon. 

* That M. Pif>on left the Courts &c. * 

•Hi. M. Pipoh did not go out of Court, fatisfied' with ' the dfedffon; !, 
fine* h* entered' a protefi,, which., was prefented,,, immediately after the .. 
teadbg of the ad. 

m That inflead of having recourfe^ &c. .» • ' ' * 

jR. This paragraph and thi following are, in a great mea&re- foreign > 
to the fubjeft, and only tend to shew . the illiberal arid ' ungenerous fen- 
tiitients of the writers. Yet,, as thefe inveftives are meant, to affetf t£e 
reputation of a perfon who had no opportunity of juftifying hihifelf, it ' 
is proper to oblerve, that. At Dirmaresq, «fo At from* being indullri- 
» oufly. bufy.in ftitring up a fpirit of party and difcontentragainft the • 
» MagiftrateSf tending. to render their adminiftration of jutlice odious. ia.i 

EL. 
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*» the minds of the inhabitants,, » he openly warned both the Kiog^ of- 
ficers of the evil confluences which the ad of the Court might pro- 
duce; told them that the word of effeds would refult from this dange- 
rous meafure; publickly declared his intention of doing his utmoft, as 
a member of the States, to fupport the freedom of eledion; earneftly 
entreated the Court to repeal their fatal ad; that it was vet time, and 
that this flep would prevent a great deal of mifchief in tnefe very cri- 
tical times* All his remontrances were ufelefs; they made no imprei&oii 
*>n the minds of the Jurats. . . 

m That the Court upon hearing, &c. » 

JR. The reafons advanced here and in the Following paragraph by 
the Court, to juftify .their ad of the 9th. of march 1779, carry a cer- 
tain weight which may impofe at firft fight, and tend to prove that the 
corfiplaint of the Petitioners was without foundation. It may be faid 
that, as a Centenier can reprefent a Conftable in certain cafes, it is na- 
tural to infer that the Court could, with propriety, appoint this officer 
ito ad- in the States without defigning to create a member of that af- 
jfembly. But when it is confldered in what particular cafes the law ad- 
mits of a Centenier in the room of a Conftable, the fallacy of this ar- 
gument will e&fily be perceived, and the fears of the Petitioners will ap- 
pear well grounded. The Centenier is never admitted in the States but 
in Cafe of the Conftable's abfence from the Ifland ficknefs or fuch like 
impediment, and it is not neceflary or even cuftomary in thbfe cafes that 
the Court should at all interfere : the Centenier ads ex officio; the law 
and not the Court requires his attendance. The abfence of a Conftable 
from the States is a lubjed which cannot be difcufled but in that af- 
fembly. Yet the Court in this inftance, of its own authority, and wi- 
thout any of the reafons above mentioned, appoints the Centenier to ad 
ifi the foom of the Conftable and deprives the inhabitants of S. Bre- 
Jade of their lawfull reprefentative. Thefe proceedings of the Royal 
Court were manifeftly intended to overrule the legiflative affembly or* 
to impede their foundions. The ad. of the 9th. of march 1779 is a con- 
firmation of that of the 27th, of february 17^9, it is even inore arbitrary, 
and contains vifible marks of the fpirit which aduated the Court. Tne 
latter rgjeds the eledicta bf a CbnftabteV the former goies further and! 
appoints a perfon to ad in his room contrary to the wishes and againft the * 
votes of the inhabitants of the parish of o. Brelade. It is rather fuc- 
prifing that the Court should pretend to the power of creating a mem- 
ber of the States, when the 'States alone .have the rght of appointing 
a Juge dilegue to ad as Chief Magiflrate in the juriididion, in cafe of 
Hhe abfence or death of the Lieutenant Bailfy. 

» We conceive that we were warranted, &c. » 

R. The Petitioners cannot agree that a Conflable Is wholly and priori 
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fcjpally uncfer the controuf of * the ftoyal-Cotitr,; for ir : "totxafif vIStf Sbfarcf 
to fuppofe a member of the legiflative affembly/abfolutely.ftibferyient to 
rhe executive body. The fir It and moft effenttal part of his ; duty, [ mtirety . 
iridependenr ot the Royal Court, is to fepreferit his parish . in "th$ 
States, where he has a right to debate, 'and 'to give fteefy his ojftniciri 
on every queftion. A Conftable is alfo a? police officer- lA Ms ; parish,. 
and.asfuch, iri.fome refpefis,. obliged to execute thei orders of Ahe ICoiirt ; . 
but can it he infered from thence, that he is to be eleded-by the Mar-* 
gillrates, or, what is in fad the fame things that they may rejed him 
when ever they pleafe. Is it becaufe lie is fubordinate' to the Court 
in the difcharge of this pare of his office, that the. Court has a right 
to alt*r the law wfticb. fixes the manner, which he is to be^eleftedf. ot 
doth it give a power to thefe Jurats to decide, if. a Receiver is or is; 
not to be a Conftable? .,-.-, 

^ That the: majority in point o£ number,- &c; .»•» 

R. This malicious infiriuation is here given to hurt M. PTpon's reputation 1 
by thpfe very perfons who flyle themlelves his friends and neareft rela- 
tions; it is falle and uujuft;.and the Petitioners can'aflerr, vrithout any. 
apprehenfion of being contradicted 'by the publick .voice, that the influ-^ 
emie of M. Pipon amongs his parishioners, proceeds not from fear but 
from thp efleem tbfey bear Him'; and as to die arbitrary manner in which < 
he is faid to hfrve cblle&ed the revenues of . his Majefty, General Con- 
way who knows how he has afted'in this refpeft,' and who undoubtedly 
will affift at 1 Council? will not. decline repeating on this occafion his : 
flattering approbation of 'M. Pipon's <ionduft,:-exprefled' in a tetter' tb l that : 
gentjepiah^. which has been rfead iri th^iflfcmbfy Of the. States. . ' ; ' 

• *fl. This is a moft' unfaithful reprefehtatibn of what paQed.' That the t 
Petitioners were warm and' ftcenuous ^ iti . endeavouriDg to prevent thi 
infringement of one of their deaceff' rights, h woqld'bi fitde to their 
credit to deny. The arguments thfey . made * ufe; of were f neither indecent 
tior unbecoming. AJl-fti» diforder procic^d ; ftbm;t1ie:altridft'c6nrinuar 
clamours of the Prefident of the StAtes, hno repedtecjfy ifctefrupred ihe 
members, and' it Was not uhtrllhe refuted, ia a, moft J jrtfuFrjnfr a f nd 6b- 
ffinare manner, to put fome proportions to' the votes, tfia/ thfe Dean mo- 
ved to chufe. a Juge iilipil in % his ftead,, that thi States migjit. come 
to fome refolution. It is 'at the conduft 1 of the TrejjAenriri this in- 
f!*nce that tM States pray[hfc Afojefty ta «p/ef$ Eus Jl6yai"d?fa^|irobation^ 

* r ;«P Af«tnated')by : tke idefat* -*&r> vv \<i; r; ;• -vjc 1 .:s :V1- /;. ! 
vr. JR.oiTHe'- Petitioners attfwer;- 'tjiat ' tlfey* Ittiatte; a- $fopoMcmzp< thef fame 
fWOBrfe; that they afiureofe the Lieutenant- Gcftemdr *t>hey >wefce teady to* . 
•IJ^Jtim- w*ih? States, *..a* inueh : ;a&/ls&^in th&t^ycxsr&i and-ii/Js ppo-- 



Digitized by 



Google 



iper to remark tfcat die. Court would never confent to refer the decllioa 
of the point in difpute to his Majefly, till they found that their attempts 
to overrule the legiQative aflembly were unfuccefsful. The above con- 
filiatory means were much recommended to the Court in the outfet of 
the bufinefs as appears by M. Pipoa v s protefh 

» As to the. Petitioners' imputation, &c. » 

it. It is difficult to understand here the Jurats* meaning, for furely 
sthey do not pretend that the incapacity of a perfon to nil the office 
of a member of the legiflative aflembly is cognifable by the jurifdiftk>a f 
.and that all matter of incident which concerns the conftitution is to 
> decided by them without any attention to the law. If fuch are their 
pretentions* it doth not defetve the lead answer; if it is otherwife, it is a mat- 
iter of little conftqi&ence. 

» We think not ourfelves warranted, <Scc. » 

R. This lad part of the anfaer of the Court show the fame jealous ■ 
rtjifpofitions and the feme wish of domineering over the legiflative affem- 
bly which has fo rnanifeftly diftinguished its conduft throughout this 
proceeding. The aft of the States cannot be anulled without confirm- 
ing the appointment the Court has made of a Cemenier to aft in 
that aflembly* affuming thereby a riglK of creating a representative 
of a parish, and fubjefting the legiflative power ot the Country to 
its controul. The Court therefore requires no lefs than a total fubver- 
fion of the conftitution; the fuccefs of thefe endeavours would be looked 
upon by the inhabitants of the country as the greateft of misfortunes. 

The. Court has a thoufand times abufed of its authority; many to this 
day Feer the ill effe&s of it;. and whatever, tends to renew the arbitrary 
power it has often exercifed mull naturally ericreafe the well founded ap- 
prehentions of all rank of people. The legislative and executive powers 
?have long exifted. in the Jurats. Individuals appeared before them, 
uncertain of their rights add fearfull of the fentence that might ifluc 
Every decifion, oflfen grounded upon the arbitrary will of the Judge, be*- 
came a tending law. jojt the,, future. It is no wonder therefore if the 
alarm was fpread all over [xfe/ifland-; if the people felt or at Ieaft fpoke 
of oppreflipn. They carried- their complaints to the feet of the throne, 
and his Majeffy, by his ordec of the a8cb. of march 1771, was gracioufly 
pleafed to .flop the evil by Ordering that » no laws. or ordinances what* 
» foever, which may be, made provifionally or in view of being after* 
.*» wards affeqted to .by his fflajefty^ shall be parted but by the whole 
aflembly f xh t States. » It is not neceffary to .enter Into ar^ difcuf- 
fioh to be convinced that the Royal Court have* tran ^greATerf that law, 
and all their endeavours to juftify their conduft sate grouftcUefs. •'- The 
Petitioners are convinced that all their proceeding*: are: agtfeable • to. law 
and that the aft of the States of the 13th. of march -1779 ' is: con/bff 
usable to an exprek ocder of his Majefly in, Council; they hope: therefor* 
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that his Majefty, coofidering that they have no other view nor Attention 
but that <$f maintaining the people in the pofleffion of one of their moft 
precious priviledges, will be gracioufly pleafed to grant them his Royal 
approbation. They perfift therefore in the conclubon of their Petition* 1 



THE States paving by their aU of 13th. of march 2779, declared their affem- 
ily incomplete orving to the abfence of M. Pipon, conjlable of St. ' Unlade* 
end therefore unable to proceed to bu/inefe, and the Court rtfufing to fivear 
in M. Pipon, a total flop was put in cenfequence to the public*, affairs of 
the IJland. Tins being a time of war, and the fafety of the lfland at flake 
during this interruption of affairs, General Conway dejired M. -Pipon his Re- 
ceiver to itowe Ids right until the Lords of the Council had decided the merits 
*f the eleSion. M. Pipon agreed to this 9 and iuformed his tUSors of it, upon 
which M. Edward Remon was thofin Conjlable and the States tefloned their 
JunSiom. 

In november following M. Pipon brought his accounts before < Committee 6f 

the parish of St. Brelade „• Joshua Pipon efq\ a Jurat of the Royal Court wh& 

Jfr/2 pppofed the /wearing in of fi/l. Pipon y was one of this Committee. He 

prefented to the Court the following Petition or Remontrance on the zoth. of 

november ijj$. 

—+*mmmmm*m~— 

A SL IE LIEUTENANT BAILII ET MESSIEURS DE JUST1C& 
Josvi PiPotoy buyer, un des Juris-Jyftickrs de la Court Rqyak* 
Remcmtre, 

\^aUE les Juges ayant ^c£, <lads tous les temps, $ev& &«tte digniflS 
du nombre des habitans de cette ile qui tient le premier rang & m£- 
f ite le plus de confiddration , fls ont 4t£ regards, dans le maniement ties affai- 
res des paroifles oik ils habitant, non-feulement com me les premier*, mais auffi 
comme perfonnes aux lumieres & a Inexperience defquels on devoifc de*- 
ferer a phiGeurs egards , particulierement fur dts fujets . ou les Idis qu'ik 
font oblig& de maintenir ont^pTefcrit des regies n&eltaires, , 

Que , jeudi iS«. jour de novembre 1779 , votre Remoatrant, atffiftant I 
un Comitd dellgu£ par la paroifle de S. Brelade pour Fexamen dqs 
*comptes de Jacques Pipon icuyer, le precedent Cormetable^& de $pux 
des furveilians, & ledic Pipon ayant prefenti les CQmptes de (^ geftion 
ifens XHfc fcfcurs demonnoie Stranger, & different de celui tftabh pat les 
lois? votre Remontrant declara, qu'il ne pouvoit pas confentir Jcjue leftHte 
comptes foflent pafles ou approuv& fous cette forme; Air quoi ledit Pi-i 
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pol)j:^y&nt foutemi qu'Hs devoient letre, & pr&endu que cek ne derofa 
pas dependre de Topinibn cle votre Reroontrant, mais* de la rlfolution du 
C<Mnitdj votre Reroontrant fiit dans la neceffite d'infifter contra une telle 
approbation.* & cte declarer, qu'iL ne s?eftiinoit. p$s x dans ie Gomite* 
comme un fimple particulier, mais comme Juge , & obligd de voir que- 
Vordre prefcrit les k>is regn&t , & qu'il devoit etre regards & refpefte fu* 
ce pied- la par Paffembtee; que la deflus ledit Pipor* declara hautement,. 
& avec un grand mepris de VQtre. Remontrant, aue, votre,Reraontranr, ne. 
ctevok^ point ctre regafde dans ce cara&ere par. le Comitc, & qu,'U n'a-: 
voit que (on opinion non plus qu'aucun autre , contre laqueHe le Comitd 
& la jtaraifle pouvoient approuver fes epmptes dans, la fbrqje . qu'il les 
ayoit tenus, & qu'il les prefentoit. 

Que; votre Reipontraqt oongoit que, aupique Its aflfemblees paroifliales 
ayent le droit de deliberer avec.liberte cfaijs. les affaire* qjii. les interefient* 
& fe. decider fuf leurs propres lumieres^ & d'apjes leurs fentiipens, toun 
t^fois L'opiijion des Magiftray doit etre re/pe&ee^ <S? fi . I'pn -. ei\ diflfete * 
ce doit etre avec le management & fes egards dus a leur digpi{£, fi; 
non avec une hauteur affe&ce.,. ou des marques.de mepris, nnis que dans. 
Tordre de proceder, & la forme que lesvlpis ont etablie, on doit defijrer 
£ leurs lumieres, comme perfonnes dgns . TobligatiQa , & ayaqt L'autQjrit^. 
de veiHer a leur execution. * 

Que la conduite dudit fieur Pipon eft non-feulement d§s plus mlpri* 
Tame envers votre Remontrant , dans fon cara&fcje public, mais elle tencfe 
d'ailleursj, par ie. droit, de, di&er, qij'U pretend s'arroger . dans le$ aflf?ir$s 
cle ladite paroifle, & particulierement dans le eas fus- rapport^; & pat 
Tinfluence ,que Uji donne fa charge.de Receveur fur plulieurs perfonnes^ 
a autorifer la violation &£s lois, atix yeuxT mfemes & contre l'autpritd de* 
Magiftrats. 

Ce que. copffder^ votre Remontrant vpusfupplie d'ordooner, que ledfe 
Ifjeur.Pipott, ci-devant Confutable* Sc M/Edouard Remon, a^prifent Con- 
wJtabte de ladite paroi-flTe, fojent-eonvenus en ^uftiqe, afirt qu'en Jeur. pr&- 
fer>oe il foit ftatud a Tegatd du rang- & dela d&'ereqqe dqe.aux-Magifc 
&*<* daisies deliberations paroiffiales , 8e particulierement dam le cas eiv 
tjueftion, >qtfe ledit precedent Cpnii&able fait condamni riformer le$ comp* 
*69 de fo geftion, felon 1'prdipe <5tabli par les lois; 5c qu'ip ftfrplfts qu% 
foit ordonne* felon qu'en votre bonne- juftice, H -fera juge conveiiir a bk 
.dignite*- ^du .Magiftrat- &,, ai} r bien -public../" 

'•VtiiVti Un Cbwr fiante • (Sjigntf,)- JMPt^on^ 

7 . Thi\ Petition .after^ faying rtmained lodged m Qr*j[^f<tr fttyitAty* WM tl#*n 
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Crier of iix Majtjly in Council deciding the point in conteft reJptSing M+ 

Piporis tltStion. 



AT THE COURT AT St. JAMES THE i8du OF MAY 1781; 

Presents* 

TXB KtKGS HOST EXCELLENT MAIIITTi 

Lord Chancellor, Earl of Clarendon, 

Lord President, Lord Charles Spencer, 

Duke of Chandos, Lord George Germain, 

Lord Chamberlain, Viscount StorMont, 

Earl of Denbigh, James Stuart Mackensix Efq r > 

Earl of Hillsborough, Sia Joseph Yorke # 



w, 



hereas there was this day Tead at the board a rapport from a Com* 
snittee of the Lords of his Majefly's mod Honourable Privy Council foe 
the affairs of Jerfev and Guernfey, dated the 17th. of this inllarit, in the. 
words following, viz* 

» Your Majefly having .been pleafed by your order in Council of the 
» 16th. of June 1779 to refer unto this Committee the humble Petition 
<• of feveral perfon whofe names are thereunto fubferibed, members of the 
•» States of your Majefly's ifland of Jerfey, complaining of an ad of the 
» Royal Court of tne i^id ifland, whereby the oath of Conftable Was 
» refufed to be admlniftred to James Pipon one of the Receivers of you* 
»> Majefly 's revenue in that ifland, who had been duly elefted and choftn 
wr Conftable of the parish of St. Brelade, and whereby it was pronounced, 
«» that the office of Receiver of your Majefty's revenue was incompatible* 
*» wkh the faid office of Conftable. The Lords of the Committee/ in obe^. 
» dience to your Majefty's faid order of reference, did on the .22$.. of 
^ June 1779, take the faid Petition and cdmplaint into their (ionfidera- 
•> tion and thought proper to direft, that a copy thereof should be tranf-, 
» mitted to the Bailly and Jurats of the faid Royal Court for their an-* 
9t fwer, and the faid Royal Court having in pwfuance thereof returned 
t> their anlwer in writing to this Committee. The Lords of the Committee* ? 
» this day refumed the confideration of the whole matter-, and having 
*> heard counlel on behalf of the Petitioners as alfoin beha'f of the fail 
». Royal Court, do agree humbly to report as their opinion to your Ma- 
li jefly, that the office of Conftable and reprefentative of a parish, is not' 
» incompatible with the office of Receiver of your Majefty's revenues in 
*» the ifland of Jerfey, » 
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• His Majefty talcing the faid report into his Royal; conficferation was 
pleafed with the advice of his Privy Council to approve thereof, and to- 
declare tjtft the office of Cpnftable and Reprefentative of a parish. is not 
incompatible with the office of Receiver of his Majefly's revenues in the 
iiland of Jerfey, and his Majefty in pleafed to direft that this order, be 
entered in the public regift*y of the Royal Court of the faid ifland. 
Whereof $e J^aUly; and Juras? of the^ Royal Court of the feid iflandr pF 
Jerfey 'for the time being, and all other perfons* whom it may concern*, 
^re to t?ke notice apd govern, themielves accordingly. 

Signed* W. Fawlener^ 

!Xh$ following is an application to the Royal Cdurt frton one of the Jurats claims 
ing on oth$r peculiar privilcige at attached to his office. . 



'AM. le] Lieut. Ba^lli £r MM*. de'Jufiicei Nicolas Mifjeryy, icuyer^ juftkier^ 
ReTflomrt^ 

'"ins. dans tous les temps x les Juges ont 6t6 regardfe en cette ilef com- 
les 'principaux dans lesparoiffes de leur domicile , Si lorfau'il s'eft agfc 
d'aucune affemblee paroifftale, ou de deliberer des afiaires de leur paroifle^ 
Hi &t& d ? tifage, non-feulement au Conn&able^ de les en avertir, mais; 
ro&ne de les confulter & prendre le jour de leu* commodke pour la^te- 
air, corame une deference due a leur caraft&rej & afin qu'une affemblee- 
qu leur prefenee & teurs fecours font neceffaires, ne foit point teruie ea. 
UP tejrips* quMtant employes aux. fon&ions de. leur charge^, ii ne lfeurfe- 
xoit point poffible d'y affifter. 

Que, lundi 27*. jour de mars 1780, M*. Fransoifr Ydan vint* etvqua*- 
lite de vingtenier de la ville, de la part du Connetable de la paroifle de- 
S. Holier, notifies a votre Remontant de <e trouver le mercredi fuivaqt a* 
une affembltfe de ladite paroifle qui avoit da etre pubiiee le dimanche. 
prudent ,.& don t votre Remontrant n'avoic point £tf pegyeriu auparavanfe 
cbmme ledit Connetable & ceux qui Tom precede ea. ladite: charge avoient 
de coutume de faire* 

Que famedi if. jour <fovrit- futvant , ledit Vingtenier vihfc encore dfe k* 
pp.rt* dudit Connetable avertir votre Remontrant de fe trouver le mercred* 
imyaiii f h dix heuie* do matin, chez-Mv Ph. ttys, au Comitg qui de- 
vote: jt etre tenu, & enfuite-a une affemblee de ladite paroifle, quoiqpe 
votre Remontrant n'en eut point etd pr^venu auparavanr; qu'a ce dernier 
ayenciflfement votre Remorrtrant declara audit Vingtenier , qu'il ne pouvoitr 
alfiftefi acliune ni a Pautre de ce* affemblees, etant oblige d* dormer fon 
attendance au Comitc d« £»tt pom La defcnfe de i'ile , doct il ctoit 

membrc^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



( aj ) 
tfiembre, & qui avoit iti fixd avant cette notification? 

Que votre Remontrant envifage ce proc&le, de la part du Conn&ablt 
de ladite paroiffe, comme une negligence afte&ce des ^gards ordinaires 




contribuer par les avis & les fecottrs en fon pouvoir, il eft dans la nd- 
ceflite de vous porter fes plaintes fur Je fujet, & de vous demander que 
Mathieu La Cloche gent., Conn&able de Jadite paroiffe, foit appeld en 
juftice, afin qu'en fa prifence tel ordre foit prefcrit^ qu'en votre bonne 
juftice fera trpuvi convenirj & votrfe Remontrant priera, &c. 

Delivri en Cour fiantt Signi, Nicolas Mtjfkrvyi 

It zz avril 1780* 

Af* La Cloche confiabli of St. tidier, in confequence of the above application^ 
was Jummoncd to appear, and he objeSed to the competency of the Royal Coutt $ 
on the grounds of their being all equally concerned with the plaintif in the point 
in difpute, and therefore judges in their own caufe. The Court, injiead of pro- 
nouncing on the queftion of competency, referred the whole to his Majejiy^ and 
made thereupon the following Reprefcntation* 

V .... j 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL; 

The humble Reprefentation of the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of y out, 
Majefifs Royal Court in your ijland of Jerfiy* 

Shewethi 

T . J 

X hat on the 2ii. day of april laft, Nich\ MeflervV efquire, ofte ot the 
Jurats of the faid Royal Court, prefented to the faid Court a Remonf- 
trance in which he fet forth, that the Magiftrates having always been con* 
fidered in the ifland as principals, and holding the firft rank in. the pa- 
rishes where they refidea, it had been an invariable rule in the vJonftable 
of fiich parish, not only to give them previous notice of the parish meet- 
ings, or affemblies, which it might be neceffary to hold, but alfo to con- 
fult and take their convenience in point of time, to the end that a meet- 
ing, where their pretence may be eflential, be not fixed to a time when 
the Magiftrates being taken up for the difchar^e of their judicial func- 
tions, it would not be hi their power to attend it. That the faid rule has, 
befides, been confidered as a mark of refpeft, and deference to their cha-. 
rafter and dignity ; and complained that the Conftable of the parish of Sti 
Helier's for the time being, where the faid Meffervy refides, had, in dero- 
gation of this pra&ice, on the 517th. of march preceeding, fent an under-: 

F 
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officer to notify to him a parish meeting for the 29th., which had been 
published {he funday before without any previous notice having been 
given him, as the faid Conftable, as well as thofe antecedent to him, had 
ufed to give. That moreover, on the firft day of april following, the 
faid Conftable had again fent the fame officer to notify to him, the faid 
Meflervy, that a Committee, and afterwards a meeting of the faid parish 
would be held the wednefday following at the place he mentioned, and 
that, without the ufual notice from the faid Conftable previous to the 
fixing the faid meeting. That, prior to this notification, the laft men- 
tioned day had been fixed by the chief Magiftrate for holding a Commit- 
tee of the States, chofen to provide for the defence of the ifland, of 
which the faid Meflervy being a member, it was confequently out of his 
power, howevet ftrqng his inclination might be, to attend to the bufinefi, 
and interefts of the aforefaid parish. ' That .the faid Meflervy confidered 
thofe proceedings of the faid Conftable as an affe&ed negleft, on his part, 
of the regard due to the Magiftrates, which had a tendency to exclude 
them from thofe aflemblies in which their afliftance was eflential ; ajid there- 
fore prayed that the Court might provide fuch order iq the matter u 
sjiould be found fuitable, 

That thereupon it was ruled by this Court, that the faid Remonftrance 
should be notified to Mathew La Cloche gentleman, the Conftable of the 
faid parish of Saint Helier, and a uay afligned to him to anfwer before. 
this Court to the matter of the faid complaint, 

That on the 8th. day of June following, the matter having been accor- 
dingly brought on before this your Majefty's faid Royal Court to be heard 
and decided, the faid Conftable excepted to this Court taking cognizance 
thereof, pretending that we were not competent judges to decide the 
queftion, as appears by the faid exception delivered by him in writing; 
whereupon the Cpurt adjoyrned in ofd?r to confider of it the more ma? 
turely. 

That having again met on the 10th. of June aforefaid to take the faid 
exception into confideration, the faid Conftable, by means .of his advocate, 
expatiated upon his pretention of our incompetency, and with much heac 
declared, that if the Court attempted to decide therein it would be an * 
a$ of tyranny, and, r^gardlefs of the deference due and the refpeft to be 
shewn to a Court of juftice, made ufe of other expreffions which betrayed' 
a decided intention to take this occafion to prejudice the people, and 
ilir up the refentment of the inhabitants againft this jurifdiftion, 

Wherefore, notwithftandiog we found ourfelvqs authorifed to decide in 
this matter as well by the conftituiion of thisjurifdiaipn, as by the're- 
gulations of royal coqrimiflioners and the conftant ufage of the ifland, we * 
adjudged it mod prudent in thefe critical times, and in order t;o obviate} 
£0y unifler defigns to difturb, upon .the goi^d ; pf our proqee^ing, (hq 
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tranquillity of the ifland, to fufpend our judgment in this matter by re- 
ferring it to your Majefty's fuperior wifdom. 

We therefore beg leave to lay before your Majefty the abdve ftate of 
this cafe, and pray your Majefly may be pleafed^to take the whole of 
this matter into your royal consideration, flattering ourfelves that when 
your Majefty shall have weighed the nature of the controverfy, the powers 
with which this your Royal Court is vefted to decide in matters arifing 
in this ifland, the unexampled manner in which this power hath been 
queflioned, and the attempt to awe our judicial proceedings by menaces 
of a ferious nature and dangerous tendency, it will appear to your Ma- 
jefly highly expedient to reftrain and prevent in future fuch licentious pro- 
ceedings towards this Court of juftice, which, were they not checked, 
would be followed by anarchy and eonfufion; and to maintain the "Ma- 
giftrates in the rights, dignity and refpeft which are due to them, and may 
have been accuftomed. 

All which is humbly fubmitted to yout 
MajeftVs fuperior wifdom and juftice, by 
your Majefly's faithful fetvants, 

IJIand of Jerfey, Charles Lempriere, Lieutenant Badly* 

no v. *5% tj8o* Joshua Pipon. 

Edward L$ Maijire* 
Phil. De Cartereu 
F. Maretu 
Ch. Payn. 
David Patriarchs 
Elids Pipon. 
Ph. Robin. 
John Poingdejiri* 

This Petition of the Royal Court in Jupport ofltf. Mejervy*s pretention* did 
not produce the intended ejfe&i it iiei/er came to a hearing. 

- • 1 - ' J ! - 

AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, WHITEHALL, 

the 17th. of July 1782/ 

By the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the Affairs 

of Jerfey and Guernfey* 

H 1 s ^Majefty having been pleafed, by his order in Council of 26th. of 
laft month, to refer unto this Committee the humble Petition of the 
Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of his Majefty's Royal Court in the ifland 
of Jerfey, whofe fiames are thereunto fubferibed, againft an aft pafTed 
by a majority of the States of the faid ifland on the 31ft. may 178a, 

Fa 
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dlrefting the fum of 1963 iiv. 12 f. 6 d, money according to order, to be bor- 
rowed upon the duty or impoft on Rum and Gin, for the reiraburfemern 
of certain expences incurred in the profecution of a Petition to his Ma- 
jefty in Council againft the faid Royal Court; and humbly praying, for 
the reafons therein contained, that his Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed 
to declare the faid aft of the States null and void, and that the produce 
pf the faid fund may not in future be diverted under any pretext what* 
foever, from the obje&s of it's appropriation ; the Lords of the Com- 
fnittee, in obedience to his Majefty's faid order of reference, have this 
day taken the faid Petition into their confideration, and are hereby plea- 
fed to order, that a copy thereof (which is hereunto annexed) be trans- 
mitted to the States of the faid ifland of Jerfey, who are hereby requi- 
red forthwith to return their anfwer thereto in writing to this Committee; 

Signed, $teph, Cornell, 

The following is the about-mentioned Petition. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL; 

The humbk Petition of tht Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of your Majefty 3 
Royal Court in your ifland of Jerfey hereunto fubferibed, being part of tht 
ajjembly of thf States of the faid ifland. 

Sretteth, 

X hat in the year 1775), his Excellency General Conway, Governor of the 
faid ifland, being then in his Government, and feeing the preffing neceffity of 
providing efte&tally for it's defence againft your Majefty's enemies, and 
finding great and almoft infurmountable difficulties and hardships in railing 
the adequate contributions and expences towards it upon the inhabitants, 
did recommend to the aflembly of the States of the faid ifland the le* 

Sring a duty or import upon thofe fpirituous liquors called Rum and 
in, as a means by which to alleviate the public burthen, and at the fam« 
time tending, by increafing the price of thofe liquors, to moderate the 
txceffive ufe or them, fo hurtful to individuals and prejudicial to the 
community, That in order to compafs thefe defirable ends, a duty was laid 
on thofe liquors,, and an application made to your Majefty for your royal 
approbation and confirmation thereof; in conlequence of which your Ma- 
jefty was gracioufly pleafed to order the plan to be carried into execu- 
tion, as appears trom your order in Council thereupon dated the 3 d* 
{lay of december 1779. 

That this fund has proved highly beneficial, confiderable fums having 
been borrowed upon it, and applied to the ere&ing Batteries and Maga- 
jpijies round the ifland, and procuring other means of defence} all whicJ^ 
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Will require farther «pence to be compleated and Kept yp; and <s at 
this day much incumbered. 

.That in the month of april in the aforefaid year 1779, Several of the 
Clergy and Conftables being fourteen in number, members of the faid 
aflembly of the States, having petitioned your Majefty in Council, com- 
plaining of an ad of the faid Royal Court, whereby the path of Confta- 
ble fox the parish of St. Brelade had been refufed to be adrainiftered to 
James Pipon, one of the Receivers of your Majefty's revenues in the faid 
ifland, and praying that certain afts of the faid Royal Court therein men- 
tioned might be erafed from the records; that the faid Court should never pre- 
sume in Future to make either law, ftatute or ordinance provifional or 
durable on any pretext whatfoever; that your Majefty would be pleafed 
to exprefs your royal difapprobation at the conduit of the Lieutenant 
Bailly as Prefident of the States; and finally that your Majefty would be 
pleafed to confider and refolve, whether the office of Conftable and re- 

£refentative of a parish was incompatible with that of Receiver of your 
tajefty's revenues in the faid ifland. 

That the Magiftrates of your Majefty's faid Royal Court having been 
direfted to return to your Majefty's Council their anfwer to the faid 
complaint; and thereupon the parties concerned having been heard before 
their Lordships, it was, upon their Lordships' confideration of the whole 
matter, decreed by your Majefty in Council on the x8th. of may 1781, 
that the office of Conftable and Reprefentative of a parish, and that of 
Receiver of your Majefty's revenues in the faid ifland were not incom- 
patible; but their Lordships did not find caufe to pafs upon the faid Ma- 
giftrates the cenfure prayed for by the faid Petitioners. 

That on the 31ft. day of may 1782, at an aflembly of the States, held 
on the requeft of Major-General Reid the commander in chief in the 
ifland, for fome propofal refpefting your Majefty's fervice, the Conftable 
of the parish of St* Peter, being one of the Petitioners againft the afo- 
refaid ad of the Royal Court, propofed an order to be made by the then 
aflembly directing the fum of 1963 liv. 12 f. 6 d. money according to order, 
to be borrowed upon the aforefaid duty or import on Rum and Gin, fos 
his reimburfement of the expences incurred for the profecutioo— of the 
aforefaid Petition to your Majefty in Council againft the (aid Royal Court, 

That your Petitioners, juftly alarmed at the danger of precipitately ac- 
quiefcing to a motion of fo much importance, as diverting the produce 
of this fund from the falutary obje&s of it's appropriation to thofe, which 
might be of a very contrary tendency, in order to have it maturely 
weighed before decided, demanded that the motion might be lodged au 
greffe for fourteen , days, conformably to the (landing law eftabiished by 
an order of your Majefty in Council dated the 2&th. day of march 1771, 
iiire&ing » that when any thing is propofed to the aflembly of the Sta- 
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fr teS, It shall be wrote down in the form in which it is meant to be 
m pafled, and there shall be debated; after which it shall be lodged au 
■» greffe for fourteen days at leaft, before it shall be determined, in order 
m that every individual of the States may have full time to confider there- 
» of, and the Conftables to conftilt their conftituents, if they judge ne- 
■• ceflary, and that this delay be only difpenfed with in cafes of emer- 
» gency, in which the fafety of the ifland may happen to be immedia-i 
» tely concerned. » 

That this legal and moderate requeft of your Petitioners who, as Ma- 
giftrates, make up the firft of the three bodies which compofe the States, 
was difregarded and over-ruled, and was, with illiberal alperity and_ ill- 
founded conftrudion, founded out an attempt to breed confuiion, and the 
motion, by the vote of nineteen againft thirteen, was difpofed of imme- 
diately and agreed to. 

That your Petitioners would confider themfelves wanting in duty to your 
Majefty and the inhabitants of the faid ifland, if they negleded laying 
this matter before your Majefty and remonftrating, that they are appre-. 
henfive this meafure, and the arbitrary manner in which it has been car- 
ried, cannot but be attended with dangerous^ conferences; firft, becaufc 
it has been voted with the utmoft precipitation ana contempt of thoje 
formalities, which the law had wifely fettled for rules in the publick de-, 
liberations in this ifland ; adly. becaufe it appears to them, on difpafliona- 
tely weighing it in their own bread, an attempt to divert this fund 
from the falutary objects it was intended to anfwer to thofe of a quite 
oppofite tendency, being a fure means hereafter of impowering the artful 
and defigning, whenever they can fecure a majority in the aflembly of 
the States, v to eftablish their particular views of power or intereft on the 
publick expence and diftrefs; 3<ily. becaufe nine members out of this ap- 
parent majority being of thole who had carried up to your Majefty the 
complaint againft the Royal Court, may with truth be faid to have voted 
themfelves this money, and, contrary to all forms. of law and rules of 
juftice or reafon, to have decided in their own claim. And finally, becaufe 
the Petition or Complaint, on which thefe expences had been incurred, 
was not carried up to your Majefty nor profecuted on any publick order 
or fan&ion from the States, but was the effeft of a private aflbciatibn 
of fourteen members of that aflembly which were not, as it is pretended, 
even the majority of that held on the 13th. of march 1779, which thea 
confifted of twenty eight members befides the Prefident. 

^ Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that your Majefty may be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to declare the faid ad of the States of the 31ft. of may. 
1782 null and void, and that the faid fund may not in future become 
a fource of divifioo and difputes in the faid ifland, your Majefty may be 
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further pleafed to direft, that the produce of the fame be not diverted 
under any pretext whatfoev£r from the obje&s of it's appropriation. . 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound 
shall ever pray. 

Jerfey, zoth. June zj8zi Signed, Joshua Pipon lieutenant Baillyi 

Ed. Le Maiftre. 
Ph. De Carteret. 
Fr. Maretu 
Nie. Mejfervy. 
Ch. Payn. 
Elias Pipon* 
Ph. Robin. 
John PoingdeJIre: 



Anjwer of the States to the foregoing Petition* 



TO the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the 
Affairs of Jerfey and Guernefey. 

our Lordships having been pleafed, by your order of 17th. July 
178a, to direft that a copy of a Petition prefented to his Majefty in 
Council by the Lieutenant Bailly and feveral Jurats of the Royal Court 
of Jerfey againft an ad part by the States of the faict ifland on the 31ft. 
of may 1782, should be tranfmitted to the States for their anlwer; the 
States, in obedience to your Lordships' faid order, having duly confidered 
the matter of complaint contained in the faid Petition againft them, hum- 
bly beg leave to. lay before your Lordships the following reafons in vin- 
dication of their proceedings, and in defence of the conftitutional rights 
of the affembiy of the States, and of the privileges of the inhabitants of 
the ifland. 

The fubftance of the complaint urged by the Petitioners confifts of two 
heads. The firft is, that the States, by their aforefaid aft of the 51ft. of may 
J782, have direfted the fum of 1963 1. 12 f. 6 d. moqey according to 
order, being the amount of expences incurred in the profecutiori of a 
Petition to his Majefty in Council by feveral members of the States, ref- 
pefting the eleftion of the Conftable of St. Brelade, to be defrayed by 
means of the ,publick fund arifing from a duty impofed on Rum and Gin. 
The fecond is,< that the States have come to this refolution precipitate- 
ly, and without dire&ing the motion to be lodged an greffe for fourteen 
days, tfiat it, might be maturely weighed and confidered. 
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Jtr orfer to lay before year Lordships in i« pfdper light the wfecee* 
ding of the aflembly of the States on this oceafion, and to enable your 
Lordships to judge of its propriety f it is neceffary to have recourfe to for- 
mer fads which nave an immediate connexion with the matter complained 
of, and have been the original tarings of contention. In the year 1776 
James PipOft efij T ., one or the Receivers of his Majefty's revenues in the 
ifland of Jerfey, was cbofen Conftable of the parish of St. Brelade by 
the votes of the inhabitants of the faid parish, and took the oath ac- 
cordingly. 

At the end of three years, when the office of Conftable became vacant, 
another eleftion was appointed, and the faid James Pipon was again le- 
gally chofen Conftable of the faid parish. On his appearing before the 
Court to take the ufual oath, the Court refufed to aaminifter it to him, 
pronouncing the office of Receiver of his Majefty's revenues incompatible 
with th*t of Conftable, and ordered another eleftion, as appears by theitf 
aft of the 27th, of february 1779. 

The impropriety of this ordinance was at that^time firmly, but with- 
out efteft, remonftrated againft. It was propofed in writing to the Court 
by way of conciliation, that the matter should be debated in the States, or 
elfe referred to his Majefty in Council; but no attention was paid to either 
propofal. In confequence of this aft of the Court, another eleftion wa* 
held in the parish of St. Brelade, and the inhabitants of the faid parish 
again voted for the faid James Pipon. 

The Court, ftill perfifting to refeft M. Pipon, paft an aft on the oth; 
of march 1779, bv which the eldeft Centenier of the parish of St. Bre* 
lade was appointed to aft as Conftable, and to attend the States as re- 
prefentative of the faid parish. 

At the next meeting of the States, held on the 13th. of march 1777; 
the Centenier of the parish of St. Brelade attended the States by virtue 
of the Court's appointment, when it was refotved by aft of the States 
of that day : » that, as the Conftable of St. Brelade was not prefent, or 
m warned to be prefeftt in the States, and the Centenier not legally ait- 
» thorifed, the aflembly was incomplete, and therefore could not proceed 
» to buGnefs, » conformably to his Majefty's order in Council of the 28th. 
of march 177^ which direfts that no law or ordinance whatfoever shall 
be paft but by the whole aflembly of the States of the ifland. 

The members of the States, who formed the majority of the aflembly on 
this oceafion, alarm'd at the confequences, which might refiiit from this 
obftruftion to publick buflnefs at a dangerous crifis, yet zealous to main- 
tain the antient privileges of the inhabitants, and the conftitutional rights 
of the aflembly of the States, both of which were in a moft pointed 
manner infringed upon by the afts of the Court before- mentioa'd, judged 

it 
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ft prudent to prefent an humble Petition to Bis Majefly in Councils- 
praying that his Majefty would be moft gracioufly pleaied to order, that 
the aft$ of the 27th. of february and pth. of march 1779 might be era-, 
fed from the records of the Court; and that the Court should never prer 
Aime for the future, on any pretext whatfoever, to make either law, fta- 
tute, or ordinance, provifional or durable; and that it might pleafe his 
Majefty further to exprefs his Royal difapprobation of the conduft of the 
Prefident of the States for having refufed to fubmit to the deliberation 
of the States a raption propofed by one of the members and feconded by 
another member of the aflembly; and finally, that the courfe of public* 
bufinefs might no longer be obftrufted, the Petitioners pray'd that his 
Majefty would be pleaied to confider and determine whether the officer 
of Conftable and Reprefentative of a parish was incompatible with the 
office of Receiver of his Majefty's revenues in the ifland of Jerfey. 

This matter having been brought' on before " the Right Honorable the 
Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs of Jerfey and Guemn 
fey, on a day and at the time of the meeting of the houfe. of Lords, fome 
©i their Lordships were call'd- from the Council-board, and were by this 
means prevented from pafling a judgment upon the whole fubjeft of the 
Petition,, as their Lordships were pleafed at that time to declare; this 
point only being, immediately determined, that the office of Conftable and 
fieprefentative of a parish is not incompatible with the offiee of 'Receiver 
of his Ma jetty's revenues in the ifland of Jerfey. 

The expence of profecuting this Petition before his Majefty in Council;, 
amounting to about 124 pounds fterling, is what the States have direfted, 
by their aft of the 51ft. of may, to be paid by means of the duty on Rum 
and Gin, and is the fubjeft of grievance which they are fummoned ta ; 
anfwer to before your Lordships. The eftablishmentr of this duty, as is 
reprefented by. the Petitioners, was at the inftance of his Excellency the 
Right Honourable General Conway governor of the ifland of Jerfey, who* 
feeing the evil confequences of the immoderate ufe of fpirituous liquors 
in the ifland; and knowing the heavy contributions which had already 
been raifed on the publick, and were-ftiH neceffarv for the defence, of?" 
the ifland and other publick exigencies, recommended to the States of 
the ifland* an application to his Majefly in Council, for impofing a duty 
on Rum and- Gin, as a means both of reftrainmg the licentious ufe 06 
thefe liqupxs, and of affifting- the inhabitants in their publick burden; 

For this purpofe a. plan was fubmitted by the States to his Majefly in * 
Council, and his Majefly was moft gracioufly pleafed to approve there-?, 
©f by his order; in Council of 3d. of december 1779. 

That' the firft and principal bbjeft of. this fund, is the defence of the- 
ifland, that it has already largely contributed thereto, and is. a happy* 
expedient, for alleviating. ' this publick burthen* is admitted. The States. 

G» 
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svcm ftflv fenflW* of its occefluv and advantage la this wfp*& when 
they mads their application to his AUjefty for its establishment; they 
alfo knew that other pubiick exigencies, other general concerns mighl 
require and be entitled to the aflSltance of this general tax raited upon 
the inhabitants. The States therefore prudently referved to themfelves 
the erclufive application and difpofai of this pubiick fund, by thefe ge- 
neral terms : » that the ptodace of the faid duty shall be employed to 
m pubiick ufes and fervices for the common good of the ifland and of 
m the inhabitants, and shall be at the difpofai of the affembly of the States, » 

This effential claufe, this inherent condition of the eftablishment, con* 
firmed by his Majefty in Council, determines abfolutely a difcretionary 
right to be vefted in the affembly of the States, of applying the produce 
of this fund to any jpublick fcrvice. 

It will not be difficult to prove to your Lordships, that the fum vo- 
ted from this pubiick fund has been expended in a caufe of the mod 
pubiick nature, by men in a pubiick capacity, and in the profecutioa 
of benefits common to all the inhabitants. 

If the maintenance of the chartered rights and liberties of this ifland, 
if the fecuring to the inhabitants the ancient and valuable privilege of 
elefting their own reprefentatives, if to preferve the affembly of the States 
of the ifland, by whom the whole community is reprefented, free and in* 
dependent of tne controul of the jurifdiftion, if the enforcing of his 
Jifajefty's mod gracious order in Council of the 28th. of match 177 1 9 
that gteat and valuable bulwark of the liberties of this Country, if thefe 
be jpofleffions worth contending for when ufurped by illegal power, if 
thefe are pubiick confiderations, it cannot be denied that the expencei 
incurred in the profecution of the Petition againft the ad of the Court 
ought to be defrayed by that community, the welHare of which that Pe- 
tition was fo evidently intended to promote. . 

It is very artfully fuggefted, that the Petition prefented to Jus Majefty 
in Council by fourteen members' of the States, in conference ^ of their 
aft of the 13th. of march 1779, was not the aft of a majority; that 
there were twenty-eight members prefent on this occafion befides the Pre- 
fident. This ingenious date of the matter needs explanation to be well 
underftood. It is proper to inform your Lordships that fixteen of the 
tweenty-eight members prefent in the States difavowed the legality of 
the appointment of the Centenier of S. Brelade, twelve members only 
(amongft whom were eight of the Royal Court who affumed that autho- 
rity, ) approved of the appointment. Here was a majority of four* It if 
true fourteen of the members only fign'd the Petition, the two others 
being deterred from joining in tnat meafure, of which however they, 
acknowledged the propriety .; but IUU there xemain'd a majority of twp, 
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fourteen members of the States, who rejected the Centenicr of Sir. Brdadlr^ 
againft twelve, who approved of the ad of his appointment. This argu- 
ment therefore needs out the moft foperficial examination to he refuted^ 
BeGdes, the aft of the Sates of that day could not be made but by a 
majority : it Hands a pofitive evidence againft this argument, and con* 
fequenuy proves beyond difpute that the proceeding of the Petitioners oi> 
this occafion was uniform with the aft of the majority. Nor was thi* 
Petition the efieft of a private aflbciation, as is pretended, but the pro- 
ceedings of a majority on their aft of the 13th. or marsh 1779, which de* 
clared the afTembly of the States incomplete, and therefore incompetent to 
proceed to bufinefs. What other meafure could be adopted but addreffing 
his Majefty? No other publick aft of the States could pafe, until the 
parish of St* Btelade was duly reprefented or the point determined, with- 
out difobedience to his Majefty's order in Council of the 28th. of march 1771 
before-mentioned. The majority therefore took the only fiep left to 
iheir option in this critical jpnfture, vi%* °& Ggpfog *n humble Petition 
to his Majefty. 

Every aft of power in the ifland of Jerfey, which tends to reunite the 

fkinftions of the }urifdiftion with thofe of the legiflature, contrary to the efta- 

blished law of the ifland, mud be of an alarming nature. The inhabitants have 

felt for many years, in filence, the cruel effefts of that ufurpation and unnatural 

union of powers, until at length, driven to dtfptratioit, they cried aloud 

for redrefs. This little country was brought to an alarming ferment. Hi* 

Majefty judged it expedient, tor the fefety of individuals and the reefta- 

blishmenc of good order, to fend forces to the island. This general inr 

iijrre&ion was fortunately fooa abated ; the prudent and more confiderate 

members of foeiety knew that,, however licentious and unjuftifiable the 

aSs of a populace are on fuch occatfbns, there were real greivances, 

juil caufes or complaint : and a favorable opportunity offering for re- 

drefc, feverai Petitions were humbly prefented to his Majefty who, in his 

great wifdom and paternal care, was moft graciously pleafed to give ear 

%o the humble Addrefs of his moll loyal but opprefled fubjefts, and by 

his oider- i» Council of the a8thi of iparch 1771 befbrementioned, the 

£reat fouice of evil was happily remove^ for ever* Therein his Majefty 

is pleafed to order, » That no laws or ordinances whatfoever, which may 

m be made provisionally, or in view of being afterwards aflented to by 

m his Majefty m Council, shaft be paft but by the whole afTembly of 

v» the States of the faid island. » J 

: Oa this precious charter of fuhftantial privilege and happy inftrument 
cf deliverance, the inhabitants of this island will ever look with unfeig*» 
ned gratitude. And if the representatives of the people are the guar- 
dians of their privileges, if they are bound to maintain their own conf* 
tkutioaal rights, it mull eves he the indifpcniaWe duty qI thofc reprt? 

Pa 
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ffentatives to preferve that charter inviolate* 

'. But it is urged with great comfidence on the part of the Petitioner** 1 
that the defence of the ifland, that principal objefl of the fund, is of 
fo much importance, fo extenftve in its demands, • and fo delerving of 
every encouragement, that no part of this duty ought to have been di- 
verted from it. This argument, however inconclufive, has privileges well 
icnown to the States. The defence of this little frontier place againli hi* 
Majefty's enemies is the firft and moil ferious confideration or the pu- 
blick. Mis Majefty's loyal and faithful fubje&s, the inhabitants of this 
ifland, fenfible of the bleflings thev enjoys under a happy government* 
have ever been ready to expofe their lives and fortunes for the pre-, 
lervation of thofe bleflings. It has been the principal (and it may al- 
Miioft be faid) only concern of the States fince the island was threatened 
by the enemy. In the year 1779* before the duty on Rum and Gin 
was eftabiished, the immenfe fum of 34000 livres, money according to 
^rder, was raifed by order of the States on the publick for the defence 
of the island. And fince the establishment of the duty, upwards of 
2 0000 livres have been borrowed upon the fund for that fame objeft, 
by order of the States ilfo, who, as repreferiting the publick, are gua- 
rantees for the payment. It cannot therefore be itafmted to the States* 
as the Petitioners inlinuate, that the defence of the island has been in 
any refpeft disregarded, nor will it appear to your * Lordships (as it is 
-humbly conceived) that the payment of this ium interferes with or ta- 
Jkes from the defence of the island, any more than' thej. payment of one 
publick expenfe interferes with that of another ; this duty,- ancf the pu- 
blick rate of the island being in -faft- one and the fame fund, • the mu-* 
*ual fupport and fecurity of each other, produced by different channels 
from the fame fource, applicable to the fame publick purpofes, and both 
-at the difpofal of the alFembly of the States. * - < . 4 • 

That the duty on Rum arid Gin has been confidered in this light evec 
fince its eftablishment.; that„ic has^een difpofed of by.. the % States, and 
with the confent of ^the Petitioners} to various publick . ufes* foreign tfr 
the defence of the jis^and, inay^e shown by feyeral inftapces; fuch was 
the reimburfeflienjtj , made from n^i?, fuijd to Fh. Fall efq r *jfqr coft of a 
fword prefented to Admiral Arbutbnot, by the Spates, amounting to 
5>o8 Jivres 13 fous 4 deniers, money according to order. Such were the 
votes of , the Stages on the 8tlj. of.auguft and 26th. of September JflSo* 
'dire&ing money to be borrowed on tjje duty on Rutr^ fljnd.Gftn focjrer 
pairing the cloathing of the militia. Such was a^ain a charitable allowance 
<c£ loo livres u£oh ihiy fund to the "widow ofTho. Picot, by aft of the 
aift. of aprtl' 178k, and numberlefe othen expences of different kinds which 
Jiave been approved of in the publick accounts of the Conftables, and 
/lef rayed by means of the duty on Rum and Gin, with the confent of 
j&e Jretitioaers* aqd /without the ieaft hint of. difaprobatipn on their- pat* 
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*of its impropriety. Thefe recent inftances ferve at once to ptove the la* 
; €onGftency of the Petitioners and the juftification of the aflembly of th# 
States in their aft of the 31ft. of may 1782; this fund having been 
evidently confidered by the whole body of the States, from its firft efta^ 
blishment, as applicable to all publick ufes and purpofes. 

But were it now his Majefty's will to confide wholly and exclufively 
the produce of this fund to the defence of the' ifland different from the 
plan' of its eftablishment : or admitting the Petitioners to be juftly foun* 
Ued in their application, and that his Majefty, difapproving of the different 
ads and accounts pall contrary to fuch an appropriation, was pleafed to 
order the fame to be annulled, what advantages would the Petitioners or 
the publick gain from the repeal of thefe afts? The publick rate muft 
repay the publick fund of which it is at all events the guarantee; and 
the publick, without the profpeft of a Angle advantage, is involved in 
unneceflary troubles and expences from the oppofition of a few to the 
Afts. Such are neverthelefs the unfavourable confequences which the pu- 
blick have to expeft from the difcordance of a few againfl the afts of 
the community. 

The Petitioners have Rated a numerical majority in this aft of the States 
«t their pleafure, well knowing that it could not be controverted by re- 
corded evidence; but they have thought proper to omit, that, although 
nineteen members only approved of the aft, fuch as it flood, there were 
but nine of the thirteen others who rejefted it abfolutely. At any rate 
they grant it to be the majority that voted the. money. If an aft of 
the majority of the States is not abfolutely an aft of the States j if nine 
out of thirty fix can prevent it from being an aft of the aflembly, then 
fix, then three, then one may be an impediment to their proceedings, 
and dreadful would be the diforder and evil confequences of fuch a fyftem. 
A large fum of money may be voted for fome publick purpofe. The 
application of this fum will be contrary *to the opinion, views, or intereft 
x of fonre of the members of the States, who will petition againft it : be- 
fore, the point be determined, the whole fum may be expended. Will 
$hp majority then, be liable to refund, what,* in the difcharge of theij: 
cenfcience, they have voted for fome publick goodf This cannot in jus- 
tice be admitted. It will not furely be expefted by the Petitioners thac 
*he members of the States, as individuals, are to remain charged with thefe 
expences. They do not fuppofe that the reprefentatives of the publick, 
whofe duty and fonftions are merely relative, who could not be moved 
by private ot perfonal confiderations in this proceeding, who, as a body 
can receive no advantage or detriment but what the publick muft feel, 
^who give up their time, devote their life, and often * sacrifice their reft 
for the publick fcrvice, without the lead emolument, advantage, or con- 
sideration whatfoeve^ and yet* are bound by law to ferve the publick : 
they do not fuppofe that thefe fervants of the publick were to bear the 
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burthen of evffe, removed by their honed exertions? Would the Peti- 
tioners have recommended to the publick of this ifland to refufe, witfo 
shameful ingratitude, the payment of what has been ftri&ly laid out m 
their fervice T Would they wish to fee the publick check the good intention* - 
of their well-wishers, prevent the honeft and well - difpofed of their re«* 

Srefentatives (and it is to be hoped thefe will ever be the majority) from 
epping forth in defence of their liberties, and thus break the heart of 
publick virtue? God forbid! The inhabitants of this ifland are neither 
infenfible to good offices, nor reludant in acknowledging them. In every 
inftance where the affembly of the States have undertaken to defend 
the privileges of the ifland, to maintain their own rights, or to fupport 
the rights of the Royal Court againft the attempts either of the Gover- 
nor, the King's law officers, members of their own body, or private in- 
dividuals, the publick has been taxed for the expence* and has readily paid 
.the contributions. 

In the year 177$ the inhabitants of the town and parish of St. He* 
lier, forming a very large and refpeftable part of the community of the 
whole country, reprefenting one fifth of the publick rate of the ifland, 
amongft whom were (everal members of the States, and of the Royal 
Court, prefented an humble Petition to his Majefty in Council againft 
the States, jrefpefting the difpofal of the general hofpital. The States were 
fummoned by the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee of Coun- 
cil and returned their anfwer. On this occafion, the majority of the Sta- 
tes, by their aft of the nth. of oftober 1776, ordered the fum of fixtf 
pounds fterling to be raifed on the publick, in order to fupport their 
fights before his Majefty in Council againft the Petitioners,, (everal off 
them prefent in the States and protefting againft the majority- This did 
not prevent or invalidate the meafuces taken by the States : the publick: 
not only paid the whole expence of this fuit, but allowed a handfome 
gratuity 01 five hundred livres, money according to order, to the perfoa? 
who had undertaken the trouble to prepare the writings neceffary for that 
purpofe, as appears by the aft of the States of the 12th* of may 1780* 
Six out of the nine prefent Petitioners agreed to thefe xefolutions of the 
majority fo fimilar to the aft they complain of. 

In the year 1748, a complaint was made to his Majefty in Council 
againft the Royal Court, refpefting their management of the duty on 
Brandy. The Royal Court, being fummoned to anfwer, brought the mat- 
ter before 4fce States, who, in fupport of die Royal Court, appointed and 
authorised Thomas Le Breton gentleman, conftable of the. parish of St» 
Feter, to profecute the affair before his Majefty in Council, and ordered 
the fom of thirty pounds fterling, or more if neceffary, to be raifed for 
that purpofe upon the faid duty on Ifcaady, as appears by aft of the 
States of 28th, of oftobes 1748* 
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In th« y*ai W42, the Confab!** of the two towns and parishes of St. 
Helier and St. Breiade petitioned his Majefty in Council againft an aft 
cf tin States regulating the publick rate of the ifland. It was* found ne* 
ceflary to appoint a Committee of the States to anfwer the Petition* when 
four of the Jurats and the Prefident refufed to aft againft the faid, Pe^ 
tition, upon which four other Jurats Were appointed to ad in the Aid 
Committee, and the film of 1400 livres was ordered to be raifed upon 
the duty on Brandy to fopport this fuit, which not -being found fuffi* 
cient, tne fame Committee was authorifed further to borrow as much 
money at intereft as would be neceffary to defend the proceedings of 
the States againft feven of their own members who oppofed them. Alt 
which appears by the ads of the States of the 21ft. and a8th. of decembec 
174a, of the 23d, of July 1743, and of the 9th. of may 174ft 

; By an ad of the States of the 20th* of feptember 1744 the fum 0$ 
twenty five pounds fterling is ordered to be taken upon this duty on 
Brandy, and put into the hands of John te Hardy efquir*, King's Pro* 
cureur, to folicit before his Majefty in Council a Petition of the States* 

In the fame year 1744 the 10th. of december, the States appoint Tho^- 
vias JLe Breton gentleman, conftable of the parish of St, Peter, their de- 
puty, to defend the privileges of the inhabitants, againft the pretention 
of Lord Vifcount Cobham governor of the ifland, and againft thofe of 
the King's Procureur general, and of the Receiver general, Who had ob- 
tained two orders from his Majefty in Council which the States confide* 
red as, and were found afterwards to be contrary to the privileges of the 
ifland; his Majefty having been molt gracioufly pleafed to grant them 
redrefs. The expences of this profecution, which were very conflderable* 
were all raifed upon the publick by fubfequent ads of the 12th of march 
1744, of thepth. of may 1745, ^d of the 1 ft. of June 1745^ 

In the year 1729, the Reverend M. Thomas Seale, having been inftru- 
mental in obtaining that a native of this ifland should be appointed Dean 
of the ifland in preference to a ftranger, produced an account of his ex-* 
pences in this matter to the States, amounting to 53 pounds 8 shillings 
fterling. The States confidering this point to be a privilege of the inha- 
bitants, although he was not the deputy of the States or authorifed to incut 
thofe expences, ordered the above film to be repaid to him by all the 
Conftables in their proportion to *he publick rate of this ifland, as ap- 
pears by the ads of the States of the 12th. of July and ift. of no*- 
vember 1729, 

In the year 1768, the States humbly petition hi* Majfefly for the tecatt 
of the Officers of the Cuftoms, and by their ad of the 30th. of ftptem- 
l>er 1709, the cofts of this Petition and of the deputies fent over f<* 
that purpofe, were raifed by publick contributions; 
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By an a& of the ad. of odober 1684, the States order that the er- 
peaces of prefenting certain Petitions to tys Majefly shall.be taken on the? 
duty of ancrage, called, la petite coutwnt. By afts of the 19th-. of march; 
i6«4> of the ad. of february 1687, and of the 20th. of auguft 1 691, and: 
by leveral other afts of the States, dear that period, very confiderable 
foms of money are raffed by different means on the publick for that fame: 
objeft now before his Majefly in Council, j>/£. , the fupport and main- 
tenance of the laws and privileges of the inhabitants*. 

Thefe and various other precedents, too tedious [to enumerate, will (the- 
States humbly prefume) prove to the fatisfaftion of your Lordships, that, 
the publick of this ifland or fome other publick fund has, fromj time imr 
memorial, been charged with expenfes incurred in the* purfuit. of what has, 
been considered by the .States as a publick benefit.. 

The Iaft point which the States have to anfwer to before your Lord- 
ships is, that the States have come to their refolution of 31ft. of may; 
X782 precipitately, and without directing the motion to be lodged aui 
^reffe for fourteen days, in. order that it might be maturely weighed audi 
t-onfidered. 

By his Majefty's order in Gouneil of the 28th. of march - j 771, every 
thing propofed in the States (to be paft into a law) is to be lodged; 
au grette for fourteen days unlefs the fafety of the ifland should be im- 
mediately concerned,. This claufe immediately follows that by which his 
Majefty grants x to the States the exclufive right of making laws and or- 
dinances, and is there introduced for wife and good purpofes. To make* 
laws for the regulation of a community, to bind the aftrons of free fub* 
je&s and to impofe fines and penalties on the tranfgreffors of the laws,, 
are obje&s of too ferious a nature, not to require the moft mature con* 
fideration; and it is to be hoped it will ever be the moft immediate care 
of the States of his Majefly V ifland of Jerfey to ufe this great power 
with the utmoft caution, and to proceed on fo important a duty with 
all the confideration it deferves. But the vote of the- States on the 31ft* 
of* may x.782 does not fell und6r this predicament; nor has it the lead; 
affinity to the making of a law, which requires that mature confiderar 
tion. The ultimate effeft of the refolution of the States, was the payment 
of a debt already incurred^ in confequence of the proceedings of a ma- 
jority of the States, fbr expences disburfed'two years before, and advanced 5 
by one of their members, who, at the requeft of the otters, having un- 
dertaken and- carried' on this cauft of the publick, without any acknow- 
ledgment for his time and trouble, for his own expences; or advance 
of money,, produced hi* account, aod.vouchers' to - the* States, as expences 
Jttxidly disburfed«. . 

: It is infinuated by the Petitioners* that the bufinefs of that day was 
pot known to themj but it is proper your. Lordships should b&infojme<k, 

that 
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ffiat fix iftomhir before tkis aft of the States pafr, the? Petitioner*, as well ' 
as all the members of the States, and the publick knew that at the next 
meeting of the States the account of thefe expences was to be produced 
for payment., Mator- General JReid, then Commander in Chief of the ifland^ 
was alfo informea of the fubjeft, and at*the requeft of two members of 
the States applied, for a meeting of that aflemblyJfbr.this very purpofe, » 
which was not then granted; and was afterwards deferred for a confi- 
derable time on account of the indifpofition of the Lieutenant Bailly;. 
who had made- known his. intention of oppofirtg this payment, having on 
the 23d. of Januarys 1782, four months before the aft of the States paft^. 
called together, in. a private chamber, fix ofthfe Conftables of the faid 
ifland, and remonftratedto them on that fubjeft. 

The States could not therefore in juftice put oflFa reimburftmfcnr already 
fo long< deferred, and under fuch cireumitances. Neither has it been ufuad 
to delay matters of 1 this nature, or put them off for further conGderation* 

Thfe Petitioners know well, ^hat has been the rule of proceeding in 
thefe cafes ever fince the order of his Majefly in Council of 28th. of 
march 1771 ; there are fo- many and fuch frequent inftances, wherein tile 
States have proceeded 'immediately to vote upon a fubjeft akhOugh not con- 
cerning the immediate fafety of tfte ifland, that it is furpriung the Pe- 
titioners hid not looked, into their own afts, before they ventured to rax 
the States of the ifland wrrh difobedience of Ms Majefly's order in Councik - 
A few inftances among- the: nujnber will Terve to prove this ftft. 

By an aft of. 'the 18th. of jqty 1772, the Conftables are direfted imr 
mediately to reiniburfe thfe fum of '21 12 livres 13 fous'2 deriiers, money, 
according to order, employed in building; a market at St. Aubin. 

By aft of the 19th* oftober i774> the Conftables are direfted to pay 
in the courfe of a month to. Mefs r \ Djurell and Qoflet. the expences advan- 
ced by them for tlft publick.* 

In the law-fuit refpefting . the general 'hofpital before-mentioned, the 
States by their aft, of the nth. of oftober 1776 levied the fum of 60 pounds 
fltriing immediately, 7 and on its firft propofal;" to be remitted to" the So- 
licitor of the States in London. 

By aft of the 24th; of may 1777; l the regiftry was ordered to berepaired 
at the publick. expence of the ifland, and without previous consideration. 

By aft ofthe20th. of oftober 1779, the King's Procureur is reimburfed i 
of the fum of 281 livres frfous 8 deniers,' money according xo order, for 
refreshment given to the troops on the ift. of may. 1779* 

By thi afts of the; States of the 8th. of auguft and 26th. of feptem- 
ber 1780 before-mentioned, the expences of repairing the cloathing of 
rhe militia, and the allowance granted for the reft of the cloathing are 
both, voted from, the. publick fund, and agreed to on the firft propofaJ* 
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'Arid 6ff Aa'a^h. 1 o£ Wigufr »t8i, on tbe pfdptffill 6f"lrif : Brtilta0p 
(Oertetal Conway, the fum of 666 \Wtes ij foiw 4 deniers, money icoca^ 
♦ ding to order, is voted to M. Thdrticffon For tht inftruftion of the boys 

of the ifland in military exereifes, and - is to be raifed on the duty upoA 

Bum and Gin. 

Thefe, and an infinite number of other inftances (which might be- Quo- 
ted) ferve to prove that the reftfiAion* direded by his Majelty's (aid or- 

/dec in Council, has always been ' con Gd ere d by the States as relative to 
the enacting of laws or ordinances, which cannot be too well canvaffed 
before they are enforced, but no ways affeding the payment of accounts, 

, OX/ other matters in the ordinary courfe of buGnefc 

From thefe and other authorities before- mentioned, ftdm the, fcrfte Which 
ihave been before flared, and the arguments urged in defence of the coch- 
duft of the States* the States humbly hope than it will appear to his M*- 
jefty, and to your Lordships, that the aft pad by the majority of the 
States on the 31ft. of may 1782 is a legal aft of the aflembly of the 
States bf the iuand, part agreeably to the powers vefted in the States by 
his Majefty, exercifed with the uiual formalities on fuch occafions, and 
exerted for the fupport of one of the mod precious privileges of the 
inhabitants of the Ifland; and therefore pray that his Majefty will be mod 
gracioufly pleafed to difmifs the Petition of the Lieutenant Bailly and 
eight Jurats of the Royal Court, and to order that the publick bufinefe 
of the ifland may not for the future be interrupted by any inconfiderace 
.jneafures of a few individuals, againft the; opinion of a. majority. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
AT THE CQDRT AT St. JAM^S, THE 18th. OF MAY 178a. 

; P-JtJ!SSJrT t 

The King's host Excellent Majhsti, 
Lord President. General Conwat. 

Duke of, Portland, M ! . Secretary Fox* 

Lord Loughborough* 'Richard Fitz-Patwck efq r , 

Vr here as there was this day refcd at the board a report from the Right 
[Honourable the 'Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs d£ 
Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the -24-th. of this inftant in the words fol- 
lowing, vij. 

Your Majefty hating been pleafed, by your order in Council rif the 
&6\\u of jane 1782, to refec unto this Committee the humble Petition 
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of the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of your Majefljr's Royal Court in the : 
ifland of Jerfey, whofe names are thereunto fubferibed ( being part of 
the aftembly of the States of the faid ifland ) againft an aft pafled by 
the States of .the faid ifland on the 31ft. 6f may 1782, direfting the fum 
of 1963 livres 12 fous 6 deniers, moneys according to order, to be bor- 
rowed upon the duty, or import on Sum and Gin, for the rehnburfe- 
ment ascertain .exoences incurred in the piofecution of a Petition to yogis 
Majefly in Council, complaining of an aft of the faid Royal Court, 
whereby the oath of Corittable for the parish of St. Brelade had been 
refufed to be adminiftered to James Pipon, one of the Receivers of your 
Majefty's revenues in the faid ifland; and humbly playing for the reafons 
therein contained, that your Majeftv would be gtacipufly pleated to de- 
clare the faid ad of the States null and void, and that the produce of 
the faid fund may not in future be diverted* under any pretext whatever, 
from the objefts of its appropriation : the Lords of the Committee, in 
obedience to your Majeflys faid order of reference, did on the 17th. of 
July 1782 take the faid Petition into their confi deration, and thought pro- 
per to direft that a copy thereof should be jranfrtiitted jto the States of 
the faid ifland of Jerky, for their anfwerj'and the faid States having, in * 
purfuance thereof, returned their anfwer in writing to this Committee; 
their Lordships this day refumed the confideratrbn of the whole matter, . 
and having heard counfel on both fides, do agree humbly to report as 
their opinion to your Majefly, that the faid aft of the 31ft. of may 1782, 
having been paflfed contrary to the form prefcribed by your Majefty's or- 
der in Council of the 28th. of march i77i> it may be advifeable for 
your Majefly to declare* the faid aft null and' void, and to order and 
direft the Royal Court to caufe the faid aft. to be erafed out of the re- 
cords of the faid ifland* •• 

His Mrijefty, taking the faid report into ^consideration, is pleated with 
the advice of his Privy Council to approve thereof, and accordingly to 
declare ;that the faid aft of the 31ft. of may 1782, having been paflfed 
contrary to the form prefcribed by his Majefty's order in Council of the 
28th. x>£ march 1771, is null and void : and his Ma}efty doth hereby or- 
der that the Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Court of the faid ifland of 
Jerfey do caufe the faid aft to be erafed out of the records of the faid ] 
ifland, and that none may pretend ignorance of his Majefty's pleafure here- 
by fignified, .the faid Bailly and Jurats are to caufe this order to be ' 
"forthwith regiftered iuid published in due form in the faid ifland. 

Signed, Stcph* "CottrdU y 



Hz 



Digitized by 



Google 



t*l 



.AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER WHITEHALL* 

The 20th. of may 1795, 

By tilt Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council fir the Agfa* 

of Jerfey and Guernfey. 

JH.IS Majelhr having been pleafecl, by his, order 'in Council ot the 51ft. 
of January laft, to refer unco this Committee the humble Petition and 
tteprefentation df the Lieutenant Bailly and the Jurats of his Majefty'4 
Royal Court in the ifland of Jerfey thereiinto fijbfcribed, complaining of 
a vote patted in the aflembly of the States of the ioth. of july 1782, 
by a majority of the Clergy and Coriftables, whereby an individual mem- 
ber, a Conftabie of a parish, is conftituted guardian of the privileges 
of the inhabitants; aqd alfo complaining . that on the 9th. of oftober 1782. 
jthe fame majority of the Clergy and Coriftables, tvho had before feized 
upon .a publick fund to defray certain expences incurred by them, mo- 
ved, and at the fame time ena&ed, that a fum of money should dfre&ly 
be raifed upon the inhabitants, Tor the enforcing and fupporting theit 
meafures againtt the Reprefentatioli of the Royal Court; and numbly pray- 
ing that his Majefty will bfe gracioufly pleafed to enaft and make fuh- 
dry orders and regulations in the ? premifes, 6r to grant them fuch KlieF 
as to his Majefty shall feera uift and equitable ; the 'Lords of the Com- 
mittee, in obedience to his .Majefty's fiid order <Jf referenda have this 
day taken the faid Petition into their consideration, and are hereby pleafed 
to order, that a copy thereof (which is hereunto annexed) be trans- 
mitted to the States of the ifland of Jerfey, who are hereby required 
forthwith to return their anfwer thereto in writing to this Committee. 

.Signfed, W. Fawktner. 
•*H»* «Me* *H*' *^*' «H»* »>^ »><•>»*> (^<^»^e^.<». - 

tO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL* 

£he humbk Petition and Reprefentation of the Lieutenant Bailly and the J*t 
rats of your Majefty s Royd Court in the ifland of Jerfey hereunto fubfcribed^ 

hat your Petitioners, who hold by Hoyal Grant the facred truft 0$ 
gdminiftunf juftice to theit feUow-fuhje&s, are alfo by the infiitutioas 
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fef King JoJin f m well W by fubfequwt J&mton gikmd -by your MM 
^efty's Hoyai Predeceflbrs, the fpecial guardians add protcftoxtf of the laws, 
privileges * and liberties of their country! being fwom by 'their oath of 
offiae to maintain and -defend; yh6. fame, .-• V: 

'/' Tha?, 1 in confequenCe ?qf .ifie; lrripooant truft repofed ia tKem, tbey^have 
Uniformly endeavoured to .jdifcfcarge the., laborious J duties 91 tlieif ^office 
Xvith the puteft zeal arid ftrifteft impartiality j *biit notwithl^nding * their 
honeft endeavours to promote the good of your Majefty's fervice and 
fhe intereft of the putyick at large, a fpirit of fa#ion having, molt un^ 
fortunately arifen in this illacd, pregnant with the warft flndmpft daft* 
gerous conferences/ your Eeuti^ers ; jhink ttemfe}v$$, b^ui^ j:o recoc 
to your Majefty fpr your grapious interpolation, ^nd b<2^ |e*tohai»bJy W 
lay the -following fafi^ for your Royal sonfiderarion. , r. !.->.. . . •«;■■: 

That by a vote paffled in the aflembly of the States the .roflh of July 
^782, by a majority of ^the Clergy and ConftaWes, an individual mem- 
ber, a Conftable -or a parish, is conftituted guardian of the privileges of 
the inhabitants! : fubftitu ting in the room of . the chief Magiftrate, in the 
iroom of &e jurats of your MajeftyViSoyal Court, and in that pf your 
iProcurator and Advocate General, a private perfon without your Majetty's 
Royal fanftion having Been firft obtained, and without any previous, exa-. 
mination or foriftalHy whatfoevef. 

That on the 9th. day c/f oftober ty$i 9 the fante majority of the Clergy 
and ConftaWes who had before feized. upon, a pubiick fund- to defray 
their own cxpencts, incurred by their litigiovfnefs, moved, and at the fame 
Vime ehafted, that a certain Turn pf money should dire&ly be raifeq-imoii 
the inhabitants for the eifforcing and lupporting their unjiift meawfet 
againft the ft^prtferitacion of the Royal Cotirn 

That this aft was 'pafled ithnJediateiy on its being moved without re- 
maining the fourteen days, as prefcribed by law, for more matufe cOrt- 
^deration*; by which means the Coriftables whofe duty it was, and fevera! 
of whom wished, to confulc their conftituents, were deprived of the Op-. 
portunity of doing it, . . 



That the Clfergy for the moft part were the principal Inftigatdrs, who 
thus combined in voting away the money of the pubhck, thotigh they do 
not contribute for -their benefices to the exigencies of the States, and even 
refufe contributing for what relates to the defence of the ifland. And . 
they are the ootyibody having ;/eats and voting in the States without 
being ele&ed by the people, or being bound by any oath, although they 
compofe >one th«d <h the whole aflembly of the States. 

That On the aforefaid 9th. day of o&obet 1782, the feme majority, 
after having framed their anfwers to the aforefaid Reprefentation of the 
Royal Court* «ftead; of fignlng it themfeives, as has been done on moft 
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Qdftfiops* antf oaght to hate been dddfe id tlusi^tie»lar£afe, d&atfkd? 
the Get jfie* to fign it in the name of the States, meaning thereby no mask 
tbe 'truth* tod to make an aft, which was xhe.effeft ofia party : oi? faftioiy 
pais for the whole aft of the wjjole^ body of ,tbe.5cat«i.;;tbat opt coar 
tent with this, the faid anfiyer was furteptitioufly taken .away, and rpfu- * 
Tel l ta^ r ^ilic&ajtt Biiil^^hW/^fiaett - <»£ ifiat ^flr^bl^;%ft6u^b He i ? 
the! fcetttin tif u ffib& th^iinei , it' has always J t>e^h Guftbmfiry to tranfmip 
pr fepeiVfe ^e^rfeftfntitibps 6i pfcW : things of>'p>uhlicfc v n&tiir*. . 

Tl«at'tJw : lieutenant ■ Bwlty* though h* & tf* ; c^ief Magiftrate in your 
dWajeffy^. iflttlld Of &rfe^ thongfrh* ..istto firft- ihinifler ;of jiiftice there, 
*ftd pttficfc^ *rii ait 'judicial and- fciyii to&tters bdtfi kx. the Coilrt- and 3ta* 
t*s/*Wf*gfrh* W&e honour to reptttfept your ; Majeflf s facred pjerfon,'the 
xefpeft and deference, Which are dui to* him in the pyftk which he occu* 
i*e$,-haw . fcee^OA fe*etal : ocpafkms pioft grofsly; violated, and even at- 
tempts ; fyiv.e been, made to ^cwu^ipribe that power and authority* which 
flpws immediately from; the crown ^s thejfoomaiq^head.*; 




a 



the eideft Cancer of the faid 1 parish was fu^moned to fc affiflt in the Sta- 
tes agreable to law and ufage, being in default of the 'Conftable equally 
$ reprefejnative 'trfrltatpttafa',-- an&bemg qualified thereto-' both by the 
^a(h and the najtu&of his office. ;: . / . 

'- l [f Thzi: { nbt Whft^iiifig. ? the . l&f a Ad -ii fagey, ilil fame' IPa^toh Vurping a 
judicial' power ('which, by thfc ^Cpnftitytion aj>4 ftoyaLCiwters, and by 
©nferfr andtigtilatidns of the Royal Cpmqiiffiori^rs, is vefted in the Court 
alone) decided that the CetVtenier was hot .qualified to fit as a member 
in tfeitaflicrtbly ; and that the late Conftable should attend, notwichftand- 
iflg his -formal aod unequivocal difcharge- by a& of the Royal Court,, 
ftgreable with the law ana u&ge, and notwithstanding » the expfefs letter of 
the: tew;:wd alihftugh:he yos fo. fer from heiftg an intended ref«refentative 
by that parish in future, that in the laft returned eleftidty he had no? 
one fingle vote. 

Th^titherfitajes, although' by their constitution and the powers fince vefted 
in them* are not aurboafed to make anv permanent law v and their powec 
. eaaends =onIy to -the making provifiortal and temporary }order»> whofe du* 
ration are limited, yec fhe feme ibim-of partyi.whteh \h» ekerced itfeif 
in the afts; botnplained of, has been extended to efforts foir the; changing 
the method of holding and convening the'States-in ojbpofltion to aq or* 
der in Council of the 3d. July 161% and \in abfolute. contr^di^Upn to 
an Other order of the 17th. deceraber , 1679.' 

Jhat it M: evident the ptefent fiction «id ipirit of party i* brought to 
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tblrpffft Vtf ftififciittwltpndiiffljr btcanfe flw .Mtgbfeatrithlw 5^r«6ltfrf 
io your M^eftyuhe dwgcrotit cUbfequence wlwib tiouffcrenflie) hbmrbn 
inrafioft on a pobiick fem, for the purpofe of favouring; pw dcubc vietafs 
•cf power or inreteft; a principle of adion Winch lmtetok, is; rooted iuji, 
mutt inevitably bring ruin upon thei country firi»*d»<fo!irfcefiiwb^ 
been intended for its wdiare and prosperity?: fbfioit\imd vBeen pqwMlyiih 
the power of the Magiftrates, had they not ]btdba(Tn6reicaUgeock>bs^>tD 
-dtfra^tbeir owA expences in thefc difi>ntes out dfrtfie okl import, «He 
adnainiftration and government whereof is tefted is them by Royal Grant 
of fongXhaxfes the fecond of the 14th. day of apciL in xhi aift year 
of has reign. 

* That, by the above linjuft and uWdftftitution^ : : tfethbd i Of ^rote^di^ 
{every meafiife hi" 
^agiftrates beiruj 
the arbitrary reft 

*ners have thought 4 , -*.,*.. ** 

give their attendance to the States untill your MajfcftyV pleafure was knowti^ 
except it should be found by the Commander in Chief neceffary*for the 
defence of the ifland, asit rtiight othexwife appear they oomuved at oc 
gave countenance to the! mbft unjuft and impolitic dds r . 

That fome people have beefn incluftrious in endeavouring to fpteicl 
-abroad and foment the fame (pint of fa&ioti, which has blazed forth in 
. publick harangues in which your Majefty's Royal Cdurt has beert even a<J- 
cufed of tyranny and oppreflion. Some of the Clergy whofe facttd 
fim&ions anould have infpired them with a fpirit of union and mode- 
ration^ shewing themfelves forerooft in difputes and ele&ions : not con- 
tent with dicing up parties in tfitir own parishes, but throwing off the 
?cloak of peae* and abandoning their flocks, and going even in other 
parishes degrading tile ianftity of their chara&er by die mod Undignified 
•and unwarrantable conduft in ele&ioneering. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Majefly will be gra- 
♦cioufly pteafed td enadi fucb orders add regulations far relief in the pre- 
miffes, a$to your Kdyal* wifdom shall feem^uft and equitable, that for 
the clearing up the chtfrafter of your Petitioners (which as Magtftrates 
.ought to be unirtipeacfced ) ymirMajefty .will be gracioufly pleafed to 
declare whether they have violated the dtacafter of guardians of the pri- 
vileges of their country, or forfeited their right to that exalted tide; and 
that should a further investigation be judged neceflary, your Majefty will 
be gracioufly pteafed to give the proper (fireAioas to have their condud 
examined. ••».•*•.■• v 

That «your 'Xlajefty will make kno*«> your Royal will and pleafure*' 
•whethet the sift -made of the aforefaid 9th. oftobier^ ordering money to 
-be? livied upon the inhabitants is illegal/ .and whether it ought to bf 
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7fcf*ftd~Qtit of T the rfccotds, Whether k: may: tot, be advifeabW ta order; 
that in cafe of complaints to your Majefly: or anfwer thereto the com*- 
plainants shall fign. their own representation, that, it may fully and clearly 
^e known from whence and from whom it comes.. And whether : wh^t is 
traofafted in the States should not he tranfmitted to your Majefty hy the 
Frefident* or by;any one member of that afiemhly :<and whether it: may 
diojt be expedient to; older. tha« proper refpeft and deference be shewn to 
him. who is appointed* to reprefent. your .Majefty's Royal perfon, as .isi*fc» 
ready direded in regard to . him as rrefident ot your Royal Court by Ian 
order in Council* of the 19th*. of. may 1671. Whether in cafes of^dif- 
putes concerning the authority of the Bailly or "of the Jurats in the 
aflembly of the States, it may nQt be adyifeable to order, that neither 
of the parties ao proceed again ft the other, but refer the matter in dif- 

J>ut$ to your . Majefty, as. is directed by the orders of King Henry the 
eventh* and by aripther orjler in Council of the 15th. jtfne 1618, in 
cafes of, dispute? between the. Governor and the majority of' the Royal 
Court or between the former and the Bailly> . 

. That your. Majefty/ will, be.gracioufly pleafed to give the neceffary or- 
.ders, concerning that; moft illegal, aft; parted, by an incomplete number 
in the States, by which a Conftable of a. parish,, though potiticaUy dead and 
difcharged^ according to law l( is mad^ to receive and continue in office. 
That your. Majefly may. enforce that part of/ap orcter in •Council dated- 
the 17th. december 1079, direfting that no change or alteration shall be 
made in th? manner of holding aqd convening^ the States. . 

And to remedy the inconveniences and bad efte&s which .mt»ft refult from 
the Clergy's meddling in eieftibns, that your Majefty will be gracioufty 
pleafed to extend, to them the. fame law of King. Henry the 7th. which 
forbid: the Governor or Jurats to intermeddle in- the elections of Gon- 
flablfes; and farther to .enforce the fame by.fome Suitable penality. 

Your Petitioners however entirely truf! to your Majefly ? s fuperior wif 7 
dom and juftice, confident that tney shall be fpund upon inveftigatioqi 
to have a&ed a juft, upright, and .patriotick part, in the exerciie of.th^ 
moft laborious as well as the moil important, fun&ions* for which they 
receive no. falary v and it is: by the /moft ronfoienciotti motives that they 
are called upon again to? importune your Mijefty wkh thi$. their moifc 
humble reprefentation for which they beg your : Roy ai. indulgence. 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray. . 

Jerfey, January W: Cft. LtmpriehyLlwenMt Bailly. Chi Payn. 

loth. 1783. Joshua Pipon. Elias Pipon. 

\ Phil. &±Gmtrttk ■-•"-! Tf r - Ph. Robin. 

E Mamu jQha Poihgie/hti. 



Nti, -Mejfwy* 



[* 



to***- 
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The following is a Petition Jigned by 6$ inhabitants of Jerfey, which the Lord* 
of the Committee tranfmitttd to the States with an order Jimilar to that which 
f recedes the foregoing Petition. 



TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL! 

The humble Petition of fiver al inhabitants of the ijland of Jerfiy hereunder, 

Jubcribed* . -, - >- :~ 

Ihat difputes have arifen* and unfortunately (till fubGft, between the 
different Eftates which form the affembly called the States of the faid 
ifland, and your Petitioners are much concerned to fee daily opening in 
that affembly the fource of dill greater diffentipns, which cannot but 
fc>rove" highly prejudicial to the true intereft of the country* • , 

That Beprefentation having been made to your Majefty by the Magif- 
trates of the Royal Court, and by the two other Eftates, your Petitio- 
ners do not mean to enter into the merits of the cafe, but only to re- 
prefent to your Majefty their fears and apprehepfions in confequence of 
an ad lately paffed by the majority of the Clergy and Conflables, which 
appears to your Petitioners to be an invafion of their property. 

That your Petitioners had before feed, with much fcohcern, a fu6dj which 
your Majefty had been graeioufly pleafed to eftablish for the defence, oi 
the ifland, appropriated by the majority of the faid Clergy and Confla- 
bles, to defray the expence of law-fuits, and to promote differences, which 
already too much prevailed in the affembly of the S^atjes; but as ti#t 
matter is nqw under thf conficleratibn of your Majefly, your Petitioner? 
forbear entering jUpon it, onfy b^g; leaye to ob^rye that the fame p£rtjr 
which brought on thole impolitic meafur&j |^n^ no* 

approve of their proceedings, have given up their "firft fyftem of reim- 
burfing themfelves, but have'rbadfe a ftiU morfe dangerous attempt, by 




immediately taifecf iupOA the iahsK>itttitt, 3fltkriatidg c 
fame^ tin?e their Jnt^ntioijs of, r?(ifing yrhat they jiiiay further have qcca*5 

*i - .V- J . nu .» . -; < . > v ' • nr 1 r no \':&l> hn* / : . • 

That your Petitioners look upatr that a& as highly; oppreffive, illegal, 1 

and uaconlHtutional, the formsLprefbribt& not having btfen attended to, 
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the faid a& having been refolved upon immediately and pafled into t 
Jaw the firft time of its being moved, notwithftanding th& oppofition of 
the Magiftrates of the Royal Court, without the Conftables having been 
4bte_ to confult their constituents, although fome of them defired 
time might be allowed them to do it, and in violation of an order of 
your Majefty in Council of the 28th. of march 177,1,'. wherein -it is laid 
down as a rule, that, when any thing is propofed in the (aid affembly, ic 
ought to lay under confideration for fourteen days at leaft, -to prevent 
the ill efte&s of precipitation, and that the Conttables may have time to 
qonfult their conftitueats when they think it neceflary. % 

That your Petitioners find great caufe to be alarmed at proceedings 
fo oppoute to the laws established, in a point in which publick liberty; 
is fo effentially interefted, and cannot but dread the word of confequen- 
ces, if in difputes ariling between the different Eftates, (which often may 
originate in party zeal, ) any majority in this fubordinate aflembly had a 
right to invade, without controul, the property of the inhabitants, and to 
impofe upon them the contributions they should judge expedient, or 
which they might find neceffary to promote their views of intereft or 
ambition* and which, in ail poffible cafes of ufurpation or abufe of power, 
muft lead to oppreffiom • 

That by an order of Council, dated the 20th. aprii 2774, y our Ma- 
jefty thought proper to annul a tax ordered to be raifed by the affembly 
of the States of the faid ifland, becaufe your Majefty's Royal approbation 
Jiad not been firft obtained, thereby confirming the ancient orders and 
Regulations of your Royal -predeccffor King Henry the fevdnth, by which 
it is direfted that no taxed* or irripofitions are to be raifed upon the faid 
inhabitants ^without the King's -e^pref? commands, ' >'v 

That your Petitioners^ from their rink and property in 1 the faid ifland, 
are liable to contribute donfidetably in the publick taxes, and are pro- 
portionably concerned that' the ' fame be not exafted, but f ia cafes' of real 
neceiBty^and for purppfes conducing, to the fervice apd true intereft of 
the : '<:6tmtry$"ahd therefore; firid 1 rhemfef*es '6*Hed dpon by"duty a iand irr- 
tfereft to withrtdpd every : attempt, ^hibh by ,k 'contrary i5endeh^y : threatens 
ihcbnVenienkrto . Ad :ih»abi?Ws. ' ::f : v i;i - '. ? °- Al : ; v - , - r -' 1 ' * ' 

,, Your, Peptizers tfeterefore ; humbly pray, your Majefty .^vill be gracknifly 
pleafed. to take the fame into ycfcjr ttoyal confjderatiop,, and. order that 
tjie fa;d r aft pfjjhe States, of fti*.$$.. 1 oaobtf 11782, Jy f: tJe<^r$d m\i 
gncf void, andji.l^e e#a&4 Otit L 0f ^«p«Wkk fWWWfrirri od ikria 1 i\ 

r "That your 7 Mijefty' wTl fee pl^afed te JiredVlh^ ttie aflM^ 
of the faid ifland shall not in future lay any impofition or taxes/ or pr- 
efer any fum or funis of money tb: be levidd'topon diei inhabitancy ivith- 
guf your AJajefty's approbation- being, fiift abased, ixeept^or. the im^ 
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mediate defence of the ifland, and the ufual and ordinary exigencies, 
which tne .maintenance of the poor and the particular intereft of the 
illand may render ablblutely neceffary; in which cafes no aft shall have 
the force of law without the concurrence of the majority of each of the 
Eftates refpeftively, and after the Conftables shall have cpnfulted theic 
constituents;. for which purpofe a fufficient time shall be allowed, as pres- 
cribed by your Majefty's faid order of Council of the 28th. of march 
1771. That your Majefty will be pleafed to caufe to be enafted fuch 
other regulations and ordinances for the welfare and good government 
0/ the ffland jis in your Majefty's wjfdom will appear mod conducive 
to that end. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, 
JerfeyzytL January shall ever pray. 

t j8 3. Signed by Jixty-nine inhabitants: 

This Petition was followed by one in.oppojitbn to it, figncd by 103$ of the 
principal inhabitants in point of weight and property in tht ijland, which will 
appear in its place. 

A3 of the States ijfued in confequence of letters received from Af« Sayet 
announcing, that the attendance of fome Agent on tht pan of the States befon 
the Committee of Council was requifite. 



AUX fcTATS DE L'ISLE DE JERSEY; 

JL/an mil fept cent quatre-vingt-trois, Tonzieme jour de juin, M. U 
Lieut. Bailli ayant prefente a Faflemblee des Etats deux ordres de la part 
des tres- honor ables Seigneurs du Comit£ du Confeil de fa Majeft6, Tun 
& Tautre dates du' 20 mai 1783, adreffes aux Jurats pour y faire r£ponfe: 
apres lefture d'iceux, il a €t€ ordonne que lefdits ordres feront loges ail 
greffe pour etre murethent confider&; & afin de dreffer une riponfe auf- 
fitot qu'il fera poffible, conformement aux ordres defdits Seigneurs, Ed« 
Le Maiftre, David Patriarche & Nicolas Fiott, ecuyers, du corps de la 
juftice, M. Le Doyen, M. Le Couteur & M. Sivret, du corps du clerg£* 
& MM. les Constables de S. Helier , S. Brdlade 6c S. Jean, du corps 
des Connetables, font requis & autorifls de s'aflembler pour preparer la 
rcponfe des litats, comme fus eft dit, afin de la produire enfuite auX 
Etats, pour leur approbation; fur ce que deffus le chef Magiftrat ayant 
propofe la queftion, laquelle a ete approuvde, il a en outre ez6 trouv£ 
convenable, fur la propofition qui a ete faite en rnfime temps, par le 

la 
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r£v, M. Le Couteur, d'affurer que vi qu'i! a paru a Patfemblle, par una 
lettrc de Henry ^ Sayer, &uyer, folliciteur dcs Etats a Londres, quo Texa- 
men de la petition de plufieurs memdres de la Cour civile de cette He, 
qui intereffe le public & les Etats, eft appointee au 20 de ce prefent 
mois, & qu'il y a en outre plufieurs affaires de la plus grande impor- 
tance, a&uellement devant fa tres-excellente Majeft£ & les tres-honorables 
Seigneurs de Con Confeil , qui regardent les anciens privileges , libert& , 
franchifes & immunites des habitans de ce pays, 8c les droits de rafiem<- 
blee des Etats ; les fitats ont cm qu'il itok de leur devoir indifpenfa- 
ble, dans les conjon&ures prtfentes, d'appointer, aux frais de Tile, un 
d£put£ , comme il a iti pratique de temps immemorial dans des occafions 
pareilles; k quel effec Jean Dumaresq gent. , Conn&able de la paroifle de 
& Pierre , eft* prifentement nommtf , appoint^ & autorife pour patter im- 
mediatement en Angleterre, afin de paroitre en cette quaiite devant fir 
tres-excellente Majeftc & les tres-honorables Seigneurs de ton Confeil pout 
le foutien des objets importans fus-mentionnes, pour veiller a ce que les 
diflfcrens points, qui intdreffent les £tats & le public, foient fidellemeni 
reprrifent^s devant notre debonnaire Souverain, & fur- tout pour faire tous 
fes efforts pour obtenir, de fa Majeftd, les moyen* de r&ablir le bon or- 
dre & la tranquillity parmi les habitans de cette fie; quel depute doit te- 
air correfpopdance avec le fudit Comite, 6c leur donner avis de temps a 
autre du progres des aflaires , afin que par leur raoyen les Etats en foient 
infownes. 

Ph. De Carteret, Grtficr. 

M. Dumaresq embarked for England the day after this a& faffed^ and upoji 
his arrival in London, prejinted the following Petition. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, 

Jhe humbU Petition of John Dumaresq, deputy of the States of your Majejl/f 

ijland of Jerfey , 

SreWSTB* 

_ hat by an aft of the States of the ifland of Jerfey, dated the nth. ; 
day of June 1783, your Petitioner is appointed deputy of the faid States, 
and fent over in that capacity, as well upon various matters of great im- 
portance touching the ancient priviiedges and liberties of the inhabitants, 
<and the rights of the aflembly of the States depending before your Ma- 
jetty, and the Lords of your mod honourable privy Council, as alfo to 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to obtain from your Majefty the means of ref- 
foring good order and tranquillity among the inhabitants of the faid ifland. 

tjhat by virtue of the powers fo yetted in him by the States, yom 
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Petitioner has thought it his indifpenfable doty mod humbly to reprefeM 
co your Majefty : 

That by your Majefty's order in Council of the 28th; of inarch 1771, 
00 laws or ordinances whatfoever, made in the ifland of Jerfey, can be 
paffed but by the whole aflembly of the States of the faid ifland. 

That there now fubfifts, among other matters in difpute between the 
States and the Royal Court, a queftion refpeding the legality of the old 
Conftable of Saint Martin's attendance in the States in opposition to thai 
of one of the Centeniers of the faid parish, the refult of which may/ 
render void and ineffectual any meafures adopted by the States upon the 
rariety of fubje&s, which it now becomes their particular duty to enter 
upon. 

^ That by two orders from the Lords of the Committee of your Ma«« 
jetty's mod honourable privy Council, dated the 20th. day of may 178^ 
(*) two Petitions containing fundry points, which affeft the conftitution 
of the States of the ifland, are transmitted to the States, and the States 
are dire&ed by their Lordships to return their anfwer in writing thereto* 

That by the effed of a late order of your Majefty in Council, bear- 
ing date the 2jth. of June laft, the States are .in duty bound to recal 
all ads which have been patted by them within three years, and have 
not undergone certain formalities prefcribed in your Majefty's faid formec 
order of the 28th. of march 1771. 

That among thefe are comprehended a number of a£ts which have been 
paired for the ordinary courfe of bufinefs, fuch as the appointment of 
Committees, the regulation and payment of publick accounts, and various 
other matters, which it will be highly expedient to bring on immedia- 
tely before the States, with due attention to the formalities as above pret. 
cribed, in order that the fame may be paffed into lawful afts of the States. 

That as the different matters above-mentioned cannot legally, and con- 
fiftenly with the rule eftablished by your Majefty's faid order of the 28th; 
of march 1771, be debated and determined unlefs the aflembly of the 
States is found complete; and whereas to proceed with uncertainty upon 
thefe important matters, requiring long and laborious difcufllon, would 
prove highly prejudicial to the community and diftrefsful to the States. 

It is mod humbly fubmitted to your Majefty, that your Majefty will 

be gracioufly pleafed to order proviuonally, and Without prejudice to the 

right of either party, that either the Conftable or the Centenier of the 

x faid parish of St. Martin may be conGdered for the time befog as the 

reprelentative of the faid parish; or (as in your Majefty's great wifdom 

(<0 The Petition of the Court and the Petition, of 69 inhabitant* before- mentioned, 
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shall feem meet) that the States may be at liberty to fit and proceed to 
bufinefs without the Conftable of St. Martin, in the fame manner as if 
the States were compleat, until the faid <jueftion between the Royal Court 
and the States shall be decided, or until the appeal which has been de- 
pending before your Majefty in Council, ever fince the ioth. of decem- 
ber 1782, concerning the election of the new Conftable for the faid pa- 
lish, shall be determined ; and that the refpondent in fuch appeal be or- 
dered to appear forthwith, and thai the parties do proceed to the hear- 
ing of fuch appeal without delay, that the faid parish may be duly re* 
prefented in the States of the faid ifland. 

And your Petitioner, as in duly bound, will ever pray, &c. &c# 

London, july 4/A. 1783. J. Dumaresq. 

.q$"<*H«> -?H* «H«»- «><«>• •<»£/© <*>/©. *X*' *Ke* ^^>.^ oW«^ /e^u^ 

Charles Ltmpriere ejquire, the late Lieutenant Badly, who was then in Low. 
don, petitioned the Lords in the following manner. 

To the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of his Majefly's mofl 
honourable privy Council for the Aflairs of Jerfey and Guerniey. 

The humble Petition of Charles Zempri&re efquire, a principal 
inhabitant, and late Lieutenant Bailly of the ifland of Jerfey f 

*T?* AT , on T the IIth - l une 1783, the States of the ifland were afleow 
bled by the Lieutenant Bailly for the purpofe of laying before them two 
orders of the Lords of the Committee of his Majefty's molt honourable privy 
Council, dated the 20th. day of may 1783, by which the States are or- 
dered to return anfwers to two Petitions from the Royal Court and in- 
habitants of the faid ifland, praying redrefs againft certain afts of the States. 

That tlie Lieutenant Bailly accordingly, on the faid iith. June, laid 
thofe orders before the States, that they might return their anfwer thereto. 

That by the copftitution of the faid ifland, every matter propofed in 
the States ought to be Submitted to the vote by the Lieutenant Bailly as 
prefident of the aflembly. 

• That after reading the faid orders and the Petitions annexed thereto 
one of the Clergy moved, that John Dumaresq, gentleman, should be de- 
puted, at the pubhck expenfe, to go to England to defend the States 
with refpeft to the matter alledged in thofe Petitions and other matters * 
alledged to be then depending. 
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That the Lieutenant Bailly confidering this (« TOur.Petkionet butably 
apprehends it was in truth) highty improper; and it* being irregular to 
conned proportions, in themfelves diftind, did therefore (imply propofe to 
fubmit to tlie votes of the affembly, that they should take mealures to 
comply with the faid orders. 

That, notwithftanding the queftion for the appointment of the faid M. 
Dumaresq to defend the States at the publick expence had not been prd- 
pofed or fubmitted to the votes by the Lieutenant Bailly ( which, 1 accor- 
ding to the ufages and conftitution of the States, it ought to have been 
before the fame could be taken into confideration, or decided by vote) 
16 members out of 50 then prefent in the States made an ad, whereby 
they ordered not only that a Committee should be appointed to prepare 
the anfwers of the States, but by which alfo (upon the propofal of the 
reverend M. Le Couteur, and not of the Prefident ) they appointed John Du- 
maresq gentleman , conftable of the parish of St. Peter, to go immedia- 
tely over to England to appear in that quality before the King in Coun- 
cil, for the fupport of thofe important objeds, and to watch that the 
different points, which intereft the States and the publick, should be like- 
wife faithfully reprefented. 

That 3 Jurats, 8 Clergy and y Conftables concurred in this ad, and 
7 Jurats, 1 of the Clergy, 6 Conftables voted only upon the queftion 

{xopofed by the Prefident, by which it is obfervable that it was carried 
>y only 10 againft 14, and that th» majority of the reprefentatives of 
the inhabitants voted againft it. 

That the faid M. Dumaresq was one of the 5 Conftables who voted 
for his owp appointment at the publick expence, and M. Bichardfon, who 
had been discharged from the office of Conftable, was alfo of the num- 
ber of thofe who voted for the ad; fo that in cafe the faid. M. Du- 
maresq and M. Bichardfon had not been permitted to vote, ( and which 
vour Petitioner humbly apprehends they ought not to have been) the 
Lieutenant Bailly, having a carting vote, .the majority of the whole a£ 
fembty voted againft the faid ad. 

That your Petitioner, and feveral other inhabitants of the faid ifland 
fcave been, and are much concerned to fee diffentions between the diffe- 
rent Eftates, which form th£ aflembly called the States, daily increa(k»g> 
and which they fear will continue fo long as any of thofe JE(Ute$ are 
permitted to defray their own expences out of, the pockets of the puhtjck* 
wjhich y^ur Petitioner apprehends is altogether unreafonable, ana mani-r 
jeftly teads tp the\great injury and oppreffion of the inhabitants q{ thfe 
iflapd. ' .. , . vv '■ -\ 

;' That your Petitioner apprehends the ad, by which the* faid; Johq Dh~ 
thares^ is appointed deputy at* the publick expence/ is unconftitutfonalir£ 
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asmuch as it was paffed e*prisfly contrary to your Lordships' late order in 
Council, the fairte not having been left with the Greffier 14. days, as your 
Petitioner apprehends an aft tending to bring considerable expence upon 
the publick ought by law to have been. 

That feveral of the moll refpedable inhabitants of the faid ifland have 
already petitioned his Majefty againft this attempt to burthen them with 
charges, to which they are not, and ought not to be made liable. 

And your Petitioner alfo begs leave to remark, that the faid John Du« 
maresq has very lately, in fuch his pretended chara&er of deputy of the 
States, prefented a Petition to your Lordships, by which it is Rated that 
the very affembly of the States, by which he is fuppofed to be depu-. 
ted, is incomplete. 

Therefore ( and inasmuch as if your Lordships shall attend to the 
.matter of any Petition prefented by the faid John Dumaresq, as deputy 
for the States, it may be contended that the publick are pledged to de- 
fray his expences, ) your Petitioner humbly prays that your Lordships would 
be pleafed not to make any order, or give any relief or directions upon 
any Petition or Petitions prefented, or to be prefented to. your Lordships 
t)y the faid John Dumaresq, as fuch deputy; and that your Lordships 
would be pleafed to declare that the aft, 'by which the faid John Du- 
maresq is fuppofed to be appointed fuch deputy, as aforefaid, is irregular, 
and therefore null and void; and with refpeft to the queftioa concerning 
the attendance in the States of the reprefentative of the parish of Su 
Martin, mentioned in .a Petition of the faid John Dumaresq, now before 
your Lordships, (fuch matter having been already reprefented to your 
Lordships by the Royal Court ) your Petitioner humbly prays that your 
Lordships will make fuch provifional order thereon, as may be thought 
mod conducive to the publick good ; and your Petitioner alfo prays that 
lie may on thurfday next be heard by Council in fupport of this Peti- 
tion, he having delivered a copy thereof to the agent of the feid M f 
Dumaresq. 

And your Petitioner shall ever pray, &c, 
Cv. Lemprmrs* 

M. Lanpricres prayer to U heard by counfeljpas rejeSed, and ori the thurfi 
'day following M. Dumaresq appeared before the Lords of the Committee. He 
tyas asked by the Lord Prejident for the a8t of his deputation, which, faid the 
Prejident, he was informed by a private letter from the Lieutenant Bailly was 
not under the fial of the ifland* M. Dumaresq obfirved> that the Lieutenant 
Bailly had refufid to put the fial to this aS in order, as hi vcoricdvedy to de* 
prive the States of the means of anfwering his own complaint againft them / 
but thai this aB was nevertheltfs an aS of the States. And if it was not ad* 
nutted as fuch by their Lordships^ owing to tlup informality, the iflan4 mufti 

naturally 
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naturally y faid he, become fubjeS to the controll of one man* Tor if the fame perfon 
can only call the States together : if he only an put quejlions to the votes in the 
States ; and exercijes the right ofrejeSing thofe which he dijlikes : and if after 
all he can render of no ejfeS what has been voted by the States , that body $ 
and the whole community mufi become fubfervient to that maris will. 

The Lords of the Committee did not admit Af. Dumaresq as deputy of the 
States for want of the JiaVs being annexed to the faid a£l of deputation :. 
hut the following order was ijfued upon his Petition. 

AT THE COURT AT St. JAMES'S, THE nth. OF JULY 178a; 

P R B S £ N T, 

Thi King's most Excellent Majesty, 

Lord President. Lord North. 

Duke of Portland* Lord Amherst. 

Earl Ludjlow. M\ Secretary Fox* 



w, 



. . hereas there was this day read at the board, a report froth thi 
right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the affair* 
of Jerfey and Guernfey, in the words following, viz; 

» Your Majefty having been pleafed by your order in Council of thd 
m 31ft. of January iaft, to refer unto this Committee, the humble Petition 
» and Reprefentation of the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of the Royal 
*> Court in the ifland of Jerfey, thereunto fubfcribed, complaining of fun-* 
>» dry proceedings of the States of the faid ifland, and, among others, o( 
» their refufal to admit the eldeft Centenier of the parish of St. Martin 
» to fit as a member in the affembly of the States, and ordering the late 
» Conftable for the faid parish to attend notwithftandfng his formal and 
» Unequivocal difcharge by aft of the Royal Court, during an interval oc- 
» cafioned by a contefted eleftion for the place of Conftable of the faid 
m parish ; the Lords of the Committee having, in obedience to your Ma- 
st jetty's faid order of reference, taken the faid Petition and Reprefentation! 
» of the Royal Court into consideration, thought proper to direft- by theitf 
» order, bearing date the 20th. of may laft, that a copy thereof should be 
» tranfmitted to the States of the faid ifland of Jerfey, and to require the 
* faid States forthwith to return their anfwer in writing to the faid Peti-* 
» tion and Reprefentation; but a doubt exifting in the ifland how far any 
» aft of the States can be valid while a parish in the ifland remains un- 
a» reprefented j the Lords of the Committee have thought proper to take 
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•» this point into their further confideratiotr, and have been attended a* 
v well by a folicitor for the Petition and Reprefentation of the Royal 
9> Court, as by a folicicor employed on behalf of the States; and finding 
» that one cf the parties is not ready to enter into the difcuflion of the 
» queftion of right, whether the late Conftable or the eldeft Centenier of 
™ the parish of 2>. Martin is to be deemed the proper afting reprefentative 

* of the faid parish during the above interval; and it appearing to this 
» Committee that an appeal has be$n entered in the regifter book of Coun- 
a> cil, and is now depending before your Majefty in Council touching the 
■» contefted eledion for the faid parish of S. Martin; their Lordships do, 

* upon mature conGderation, of the yrhole matter, agree humbly to offer 
9> as their opinion to your Majefty, that it may be advifeable for your Ma- 
s', jefty to order and declare that, pending the prpfecutjon of th$ appeal jo 
»• your Majefty in Council above-mentioned, touching the contefted eledion 
*> for the place of Conftable of the parish of S. Martin, or until further 
»> order, neither the faid late Conftable, nor the eldeft Centenier of the 
» faid parish of S. Martin, shall fit in the affembly of the States of the faid 
?» ifland of Jerfey : but that in the mean tinje, and until the further figni- 
» fication of your Majefty's pleafure, the States pf the ifland of Jerfey, snail 

* be taken and deemed to be competent notwithftanding, to return their 
» anfwer in writing to this Committee, to the feveral matters contained iql 
» the faid Petition and Reprefentation of the Bailly and Jurats of the Royal 
t* Court, as alfo to another Petition of feveral of the inhabitants of the 
v faid ifland of Jerfey, ( purfuant to another order from this Committee 
» bearing date alfo tfie (aid 20th. of may laft,) and to do all other a&? 
» as States of the faid ifland of Jerfey. 

His Majefty, taking theJaid report into conGderation, ;s pleafed with 
the advice of his privy Council, to approve of what is therein propofed, 
and doth hereby order and declare, that, pending the profecution of the 
appeal to his Majefty in Council touching the contefted eledion for the 
place of Conftable of the parish of S. Martin in the faid ifland, neither the 
late Conftable nor the eldeft Centenier of the faid parish, shall fit in the 
afiembly of the States of the ifland of Jerfey, until the further fignificatioa 
of his Majefty's pleafure. And his Majefty is further pleafed to declare, 
that the States of the ifland of Jerfey, shall be taken and deemed to be 
competent notwithstanding, to. return their anfwer, in writing, to the Lords 
of the Committee of his Majefty's raoft honourable privy Council to the 
feveral matters contained in the Petition and Reprefentation of the Bailly 
and Jurats of the Royal Court, and in the faid other Petition from feveral 
of the inhabitants of the ifland of Jerfey, and to do all other afts as 
States of the faid ifland of Jerfey; and the Governor, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor or Commander in chief of the ifland of Jerfey for the time being,* 
the States of the faid ifland, and all others whom it may concern, art 
fo take notice of his Majefty's pleafure hereby fignified, and goyern them- 
jfjpfyes accordingly, 

(Signed,) Stepht Gottrt[l n 
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M. Dumaresq, at his return from England, informed the States of the ohftaclet 
he met with in being admitted as their deputy, and he then moved the following 
Reprefentation rejpeEting the Jituation of publick affairs in general^ and the con* 
du£t of the Lieutenant Bailly in ^particular. 



1_/ an 1783, le if*, jour d'-aout, les £tats aujourd'hui convoques par 
le Lieutenant Bailli pour les affaires publiques , apres avoir delibere fut 
les differens fujets qui ont ete mis devant eux, fe trouvent dans la n£- 
ceffitd de prendre en consideration la Guation critique ou les £tats du pays 
font rlduits, par les difficulties & empechemens qui font oppofes jour- 
nellement a l!exercice de leurs fondions, & l'impuiffance dans laquelle ils 
fe trouvent d'obtenir relief, ou d'etre entendus memc en leurs propres 
defence, fans rinterpofitioa immediate de fa ues-excellcnte Majefld en 
Confeil. 

Senfibles de la bienveillance & de la ptotedion que leur d&onfiaire 
Souveratn accorde au pays dans les conjondtires ^ les plus preffantes, les 
Etats en reconnoiflent avec gratitude le prix ineftimable, & en.follicitent 
tres-humblement la continuation favorable: foumis par les liens les plus 
facres du devoir, h l'autoritl fupreme de fa tres-excellente Majeftl, atta- 
ches , par principe & par inclination & . la perfonne Ae leur Souveraift 
& au gouvernement britanique, rien n'eft capable d'&ranler leur loyautl 
& leur attachement; remplis de zete en memc temps pour le bien-dtre 
de leur patrie, vers laquelle ils font refpoftfabled de leur conduite, 8c 
jaloux des droits 6c privileges Que le Roi 8c fes nobles pr&teoefleurs ont, 
de temps a autre accords a Hie de Jerfey, pour le foulagement des 
habitans ; les fitats fe feront un devoir inviolable d'en cherir la jouif* 
fance 8c de les conferver, de s'oppofer a qurconque les voudra enfreindre, 
Jk de procurer , autant qu'il dependra d'eux , ia paix , le contentement 8c 
le bonheur des habitans. Dans ces vues & avec des difpofitions les plus 
finceres vers cet objet, les Etats fe pr&eront avec empreflement & tous 
les. moyens legals capables d'y parvenir; ddirtnt en meme temps que le 
peuple foit intorme, par une reprefentation vraie 8c fidelle, des differens 
fujets qui mettent obftacle a la conduite des affaires, 8c qui les a re- 
duites au point ou elles font au jourd'hui ; les £tats folcnnellement de* 
clarent, certifient, 8c proteflent. 

Que le Lieut. Bailli , ( par le minidere duquel les Iitats font convert 
qu6s,) a diflKrentes fois pofitivement refuft de convoquer faffemblee des 
Etats, pour des affaires jnt&effantes, quoiqu'il y ait ixc inftamment re* 
quts & folUcite par plufieurs membres des £tats , tant du corps des Juf- 

& 3 
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tjciers, que du corps da C\trg6 8c des Connetables, par quel efict le* 
Etats one &e, pour plufieurs mois, empeches d'agir, & les aftairts pu- 
bliques ont etc ndgligees. 

Que le Lieut, Bailli a plufieurs fois refute de mettre aux voix de Taf« 
femblde des fetats, des propositions faites & pr^fentees en forme ordi- 
naire, par les membres des £tats, & foupenues par d'autres membres de 
JWemblee. 

Qu'une propofition de la premi&re importance au pays , ayant ix& faite 
dans Taflemblee des fetats par un des membres, 8c logic au grefte afio 
d'etre inurement confidiree; & le Lieut, Bailli requte, fott d'aiourner Paf- 
fembtee eq quinzame, de l'appointer au jour de fa commoait£, ou de 
rcferer 1'ajournement aux vo«e des fitats, pour mettre cette affaire en d6- 
liberation, it a refute de fe preter a aucuns 4e ces moyens. 

Que le Lieut. Bailli, apris avoir demands i'opiniop d'uni partie des 
membres des Etats, fur une autre propofition, a enfuite refute de recueil- 
lir les opinions des autres membres des Etats, &a rejetti la propofition t 
contraire & tout ordre & coutume , & au grand ro^pris de FaflembWe. 

Que le Lieut. Bailli, apres avoir refute cje mettre aux voix des £ta&, 
les moyens propofes par un membre, pour r^pondre a deux ordres de$ 
Seigneurs du Confeil, il a enfuite mis aux voix partie de la propofition, 
& lorfque les Etats approqvoient de la propofition en enrier, il a dtfenr 
du au Qreffier de rddiger la r&blutipn des £tats en forme d'ade; de 
forte que pour np pas difobeir aux ordres defdits Seigneurs, qui exi- 
geoient la r^ponfe aes Etats, les £tats ont 6t6 contraints d'acquiefcer £ 
fa reformation que le Lieut. Bailli a ]ugi a propos de faire a la refo- 
Won; que les JEtats prenoient aJors pour fp difendre contre i)ne plainte 
jGgnee par le Lieut. Bailli meme. 

# Que la fofdite itffolution ayant 6t6 enfin paffee en forme d'afte des 
JEtats, apres la reformation du Lieut. Bailli, 8c ayant €ti d&ment authen- 
tiquee par le Gxeffier, & enfuite rggjulierement propofee au Lieut. Bailli, 

g)ur le fceau de l'ile; le Lieut. Bailli a refute de Vy appofer, au di- 
ut de quoi ta Etats, ne pouvant etre entendu? devant fa Majefti eq 
Confeil ? font priv£s des moyens de fe juftifier & empeches de pourfuivre 
les intir&ts 8c droits du public ; au defaut de eette formality , qui ne peut 
fctre remplie que par le Lieut. Bailli, le d£put£ des Istap, appointe pat 
Je fufdit afte, pour leur defence 8c pour les affaires de ille, conforme- 
icent a Tancienne coutume, n'a pu etre admh en cette qualite devant 
fa Majefte en Confeil; de forte que les fitats fe trouvant attaqu& dans 
Jeur conduite, reftreints dans leurs fondions, reprim& dans leuf zele pour 
le bien de la pa trie* 8c expotes k Tin jure des individus, ont cependant 
les mains lids pour leur defenfe : Thonneur & les droits des &ats , les 
reflburces du public, les lois & la conftitution, 8c enfin tout ce qui eft 
pher 8c pr&ieux au public, eft devenu fijbordonni au pouvoir oc 9 la 
Volonti aun ftqi homme, 
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Tel eft letltfordrd qui rfegne dans la geffiofl des. afiaiiei publiques 8c 
la violation des droits des Etats* agravee encore par la difgrace que les 
Etats reffentent aujourd'hui de trouver, dans un des livres de leurs re- 
cords , un afte rayi fans leur connoiffance ou participation , fait en Tab- 
fence du Lieut. Gouverneur & des Etats, fans cju'aucun ordre de fa Ma- 
jefti en Confeil leur ait 6ti fignifid ou communiqud fur le fujet, fans 
qu'ii leur ait 6t6 vermis de sparer, eux-memes, J'erreur de leur pzoc6d6 $ 
en reconnoiifant 1 autoritd fupreme qui leur impofe la loi 

Senflblement touches de cette degradation des plus humiliante dt 
Tancien etablifietnent des Etats, qui les fait fubir l'interpofition dun 
corps inftrieur, & qui place la rtforme de leur conduite- entre les 
mains d'une partie de leurs membres, avec lefquels il* font en difpute; 
qui les expofe au mdpris du public , & qui andantit le refptft & la di* 
gnit^ qui leur convient, comme un corps I4giflati£ 

Les Etats ne peuvent fe difpenfer d'en exprimer'leur peine 8c leur m£- 
contentement , fe rlpofant toutefois avec entiere confiance dans la juftice 
de fa trfes-excellente Majefte en Confeil; rnais comme les Etats font ar- 
rets dans les moyens qu'ils croyoient les plus propres pour y parvenir, 
tant pour le foulagement du peuple, que pour leur propre juftification, 
8c quils ne peuvent plus agir avec liberty dans leurs deliberations, ni 
faire fond fur les aftes & refolutions de leur corps , quoique d&raent au- 
thentiquds j ils fe trouvent enfin dans la dure & indifptnfable nictSiti 9 
ne fachant quel autre moyen adopter, de fufpendre leurs fondions juf^ 
qu'a-ce que fa tres-excellente Majeft^ foit inform^e des difficult^ infur- 
montables qui les environnent, & qu'il lui plaife accorder aux fitats, 
le privilege d'etre entendus (levant les Seigneurs du Confeil, par le 
moyen d'un dlputd, conformement au droit* dont eux & leurs predecef- 
feurs ont joui depuis plus de deux fieces, un droit exerc£ dans routes 
les occafions que les Etats font juge nrfcedaire, & fpecialement reconnu 
tc confirm^ par un ordre des tres-nonorables Seigneurs du Confeil, du 
2i juillet 1680. Et afin que les affaires publiques ne reftent point dans 
I'ina&ion, M. le Lieut. Gouverneur eft inftamment requis, par Us£tats, 
4e tranfmetcre a fa tres-excellente Majeft6 en Confeil, auutc6t qu'il fera 
poffible, une copie authentique de cette reprlfentacion , qui a iti logie 
au greffe pour quinze jours, & apres mdre deliberation a 6t6 paffce en 
a&e des Etats , afin qu'il plaife a fa tr&~excetitnte Majeftd donner ordre 
pour que les Etats puiffent ctre entendus 8c procgder aux affaires interef- 
fames du public, fans aucun empechernent. 

Nous fouflignds, membres. des Etats de Tile de Jprfey,, formant une 
grande majorite de Taflfemblee defdk's Etats, tehue ce ij c . jour d'aouc 
1783, laquelie 6toit cornpofee de trente membres, certifions que la pro- 
portion fus 6crke fiit prefent^e & lue aux Euro le 50 juUiet dernier 9 
qu'eile fut alors mife aux voix de raflemblee par le Lieut. Bailii, <Sc 
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que les Etats opinerent que ladite propofition demeureroit logie au greffe 
pour etre prife en confidiration ; qu'aujourd'hui les Etats affemblis pour 
cet effet, le Lieut. Bailti a demand^ une feconde le&ure de ladite pro- 
pofition , apres quoi il a donn£ fes raifons contre icelle par &rit , & ayanc 
d'ailleurs et6 entendus amplement fur le fujet, auffi bien que le Procu- 
xeur general du Roi & plufieurs membres de raflemblee; le Lieut. Bailli 
h declare, qu'il ne mettroit pas la propofition aux opinions de raflem- 
blee, donnant pour raifon, quelle tendoit a l'accufer; que Jofui Pipon f 
ecuyer, premier juge fur le fiege, & auffi Lieut. Bailli, a enfuice ix.6 
xequis de mettre la propofition aux voix de Faffemblee, ce qu'il a re- 
fute de faire, en forte que les Etats n'ont pu proc&ier ni parvenir a au- 
curie determination fur le fujet. Partant, nous les avant dits membres 
des Etats f#ufljgn&, proteftons contre toutes les confluences qui peuvent 
s'enfuivre , & declarons que nous ne fommes plus en etat de remplir nos 
devoirs 8c acquitter nos confciences comme membres d'Etat, jufau'a-ce 
que fa t res « excel 1 en te Majefte foit informde de la fituation des affaires, 
& qu'il lui plaife permettre aux Etats d'etre entendus , par le moyen d'uti 
<&put£, comme eft fpdcifie dans la fufdite propofition; & afin que ceci 
Toit tranfmis a fa trcs-excellente Majefte en Confeil, aufTitot qui! fera 
poffible, nous requerons Taffiftance 8c interpofition de M. le Lieut. Gou- 
verheur, entre les mains duquel nous mettons cette prefente declaration, 
a Peffet fufdit, nous repofant e^tierement fur la juftice & protection de 
jiotre fupreme 8c debonnaire Souverain. 

Ed. Le Maifirt 



Ed. Le Maiftre. . * } 

David Patriarch* . . i jujliciert. 

Nic. Fiott . . . „ 3 



Fraitf. Le Breton, doyen de tile de Jerfey &• re&eur de S. Sauvewr; 
Richard Le Feuvre, reSeur de S. Pierre. 
J. Du Parcq, reSeur de S. Quen. 
A. Bijfon, re&eur de S. Laurens. 
Frang. Valpy, re&eur de Ste. Marie. 
Fr. Le Couteur, reSeur de S. Martin. 
. C Bertram * reSeur de S. Clement* 
Thomas Sivret , reSeur de S. Jean. 
Ch. Marinel , connetable de S. Holier. 
Jean De Carteret^ connetable de $. Oucn: 
Jacques Pipon , constable de S. Brelade. 
Jean Dumaresq, connetable de S. Pierre. 
. Thomas Labey , constable de Grouville. 
Jean Du Pre, connetable de Ste. Marie. 
George Sivret, connetable de S. Jean. '''"• 

The above Reprcfentatitn arid Protejl was tranfmitted to the Secretary of 
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"States by the Lieut, Governor, and Jbme months after a .Petition was font, figned 
by the fame members of the States, in the words fallowing. 

TO THE KING'S MOST 7 EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL; 

Ths humble Petition of Edward Le Maifire, David Patriarche, Nicholas 
Fiott 9 Francis Le Breton, Richard Le Fewre, John Du Parcq, Francis Vdpy % 
/tmice Biffbn, Francis Le Couteur, George Bertram, Jhomas Sivret, Charles 
Marinel, John De Carteret, James Pipon, John Dumaresq, George Sivnt % 
Thomas Lahty , and John Du Prd 9 being the major part of the members of 
m fdl affembly of the States of the ijland of Jerfey. 

SHElTETHy 

JL hat the prefent unhappy and diforderly fituation of publick affair* 
in your Majefty's ifland of Jerfey, calls upon your Petitioners, in their 
publick capacity, reprefenting the body of the people there, to lay be- 
fore your Majefty a true ftate of the alarming crifis, to which the 
ifland is reduced, by tbe powerfull attempts, and daily encroachments 
made on the prerogative or the States, the conftitution of the ifland, and 
jthe rights of the people. 

We therefore, your Majefty's Petitioners, in the difcharge of a facred 
duty, difclaiming every private or perfonal confideraion, find ourfelves 
indifpenfably bound mod humbly to reprefent to youc Majefty; 

That the Lieutenant Bailly, ( by whole means only the States can be 
called together, ) has at different times refufed to convene the affembly 
joi the States upon interesting fubjefts, although he has been earneftly 
xequefted, and follicited to that purpofe by feveral members of the Sta- 
tes, as well from the body of the Jurats, as from the Clergy and Con- 
ftables, by which means the States have been negle&ed. 

That the Lieutenant fiailly has alfo refufed to put to the votes of 
the affembly of the States, motions made in the ordinary, and ufual form 
by members, of the States, and fupported by others. 

That a certain motion or propofal, of the firft importance to thu coun- 
try, having been made in the States by one of the members, and lod- 
ged an greffe to be maturely confldered : and the Lieutenant Bailly ha- 
wing been requefted either to adjourn the meeting to fourteen days, to 
appoint it at his conveniency, or to refer the adjournment to the votes 
jof the States, in order to bring this matter to deliberation ; he has re- 
fufed every means of further confideration of die fubjed* 
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That the ILietttcnaflt Bailly, after having collected the votes of part of 
the members of the States ttpon another motion, has refuted to continue 
collecting the votes of the other members of the States, rejecting the 
^notion contrary to aQ order, rule, and pra&ice, and to the great con* 
tempt of the aflembly of the States. 

That, upon another occafion, when two orders from the right honou- 
rable the iocds of the Committee of Council, beating date the aorh. of 
may 1783, were delivered to die States for their anlwer, a motion in 
writing was thereupon propofed by one ' of the members, fpecifying the 
«ne&ns> and pointing out the Reps moft proper to be taken for paying 
immediate obedience to their Lordships' faid orders : that the Lieutenant 
Bailly refufed' On this occafion to put the motion to the votes as it flood 
propofed, and feconded : hot having asked the votes .upon fuch part of 
the motion only, as he judged proper, and finding that the States ap- 

? roved of the whole propofal, he forbid the Greffier, or Clerk of the 
tates, from making an aft of the refolution. The States therefore, to 
*void any imputation of difobedied^e to their Lordships 1 faid orders, 
-which required their anfwer, were drove to the neceffity of acquiescing 
to fuch alterations, and diftortien of words, as the Lieutenant Bailly 
thought proper to irifen in ribeir ad, at a time the Statesr were taking 
meafures to defend their condaft againft a complaint figned by the Lieu- 
tenant Bailly. himfelf. 

That the above mentioned refolution having at laft pafled in due form 
~of an <a& of the States, with the amendments, and content of the Lieu- 
tenant Bailly, and having been properly figned, and authenticated by 
the Greffier, and afterwards regularly propofed to the Lieutenant Bailly 
for the feal of the illand ; the Lieutenant Bailly has refufed to affix h 
thereto ; for which reafon, the States have been deprived of the means 
of juflifying their conduft before your Majefty in Council, and preven- 
ted from fupporting the intereft and welfare of the publick. For want of 
this formality of the feal of the ifland , which cannot be executed with- 
out the Lieutenant Bailly, the deputy of the States, appointed by the 
aforefaid aft for the defence of the States, and for other publick affairs, 
conformable to conftant, and immemorial ufage, could not be admitted 
in that capacity before the right honourable the Lords of the Committee 
of Council. 

That, in aggravation of the above- flated fatfs, the Lieutenant Bailfy fcas 
frequently at thft meetings of the States call the moft indecent and fe- 
vere reflections upon the opinions, character, and understanding of the 
different members : imputing to fome, weaknefs or imbecility; foretelling, 
in ridicule, the opinion of others; and in one flagrant inftance, calling 
the States. a faction of robbers of the publick money, or terms iimiiar 
to thefe in the french language. 

Such 
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Such are the irregularities, the indecencies, and- diforder, which prevail 
in the management of publick affairs in your Majefty's ifland of Jerfey, 
to the great prejudice of the people in general, and of the corporator 
body of the States in particular; who, finding themfelves attackt in their 
lawtull proceedings, reftrained in their fun&ions, checkt in their zeal 
and honed exertions for the welfare of their country, and expofed to 
the injuries and infults of individuals, are cut off from the natural and 
ufual means of defence; their conduft, honour, and rights, the liberties 
and priviledges of the people, the laws and conftitution of the ifland, 
and in short every thing that is dear and precious to free-born fubjeds, 
being now at the difpoial, and under the controul of one man. 

We, your Majefty's mod humble Petitioners, called forth to facrifice 
the repofe of a private life to the fervice of the State, without the lead 
emolument; yet, zealous to preferve inviolate all priviledges, rights, and 
liberties, which your Majedy, and your Royal Predeceflbrs have been gra* 
cioufly difpofed to beftow on this country upon the moft urgent occa- 
fions; fenuble aKb of the ineftimable bleflings, which the inhabitants of 
this ifland enjoy, by their firm, and unshaken attachement to your Ma- 
jefty's facred perfon and government (fo often and in fome late indance* 
effedually experienced, ) we hope by this our humble and earned Sup- 
plication, to obtain from youc Majedy a continuance of the fame be-. 
fiign attention* 

Mod humbly praying that your Majedy will be gracioufly pleafed td 
order, that the States may be permitted freely, and without any hindrance* 
obdrudion, or delay, to proceed to anfwer the two late orders from the 
right honourable the Lords of the Committee of your Majefty's mod 
honourable Privy Council bearing date the 20th* or may 1785, by the 
ufual, and accuftomed means : and alfo in the fame manner to proceed 
to do all other kind of.bufinefs as States* And for further releifin the 
premiflfes, W& host humbly pray, that your Majedy will be gracioufly 
pleafed to take into your Royal consideration the prefent unhappy, and 
precarious date of political rule and order in the ifland of Jerfey : being 
well affured that your Majedy, in your great wifdom, after due informa- 
tion of the never- ceafing caufe of troubles, and dilputes, will permit fuch 
regulations to be made, as will effectually fecure the rights, prefcribe the 

peace of all ranKs of perfons in your Majefty'a 



duty, and enfure the peace 

ifland of Jerfey. And your Majefty's Petitioners, as in duty bound, will 

ever pray, 3cc. &c. 

Ed. Le Maifkti ; 1 

Jerjey, dee* David Patriarche, 4 > Jurats* 

ztd. tj8jk # NU. Fiott, 444 J 

Francis Le Breton, dean df Jerfey, (aid teSor of $t< Sapiou/s'i 
Richard Le Fewre, reSor of the parish of St. Pete?** 

1* 
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/. Du Parcq, reBor of St. Oueris. 
Francis Valpy, reBor of Ste. Marys, 
A. BiJJbn, reBor of St. Laurences. 
Fr. Le Couteur, reBor of St. Martin**; 
G. Bertram, reStor of §t. Clement's, 
Th. Sivret, re&or of St. Johns. 
Ch. Marinel, conjlable of St. Helices; 
J. Carteret, conjlable of St. Ouens. 
James Pip on, conjlable of St. Brelades. 
John Dumaresq, conjlable of St. Peter's! 
George Sivrct, conjlable of S. John's. 
Th. Labey 9 conjlable of Grouville. 
John Du Pri> conjlable of St, Marfs. 

JO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, 

The humble Petition and Representation of fever cX of th* principal inhabitants 
of your Majejlfs ijland of Jerfy hereunto fubcribed, 

SxsfrxTBf 

X hat, having feen a Petition lately addreflfed to your Majefty in Coun? 
<sil, by about feventy of the inhabitants of this ifland, complaining of fome 
late ads of tjie States, and exclaiming with much warmth and acrimony 
againft th$ proceedings of that affembly, think it our duty humbly tQ 
lay before your Majefty ^ our fentiments on that fubjeft, left, by our filence, 
we should leem to acquiefce in a cenfure which we think undeferved, or 
left the opinion of a few should be miftaken for the general fenfe of the 
"jvhole. 

We therefore beg leave humbly to reprefent to your Majefty, that we 
neither fee nor feel any thing oppreffive in the meafures complained of: 
that on the contrary tney appear to us to be no more than a proper 
and reafonable exertion of that ancient and accuftomed right, which has 
been repofed in the States hy your Majefty and your Royal Predeceflbrs 
for wife and good pwpofes; and without which it would be impoflible 
for them to guard, as they are bound to do, the liberties and priviledges 
pf themfeives and us their fellow-fubje&s. 



We hope that your Majefty will not judge it neceflarv to adopt fuel? 
innovations as are propofed by the* Petitioners^ under tne fpecious pre- 
tence of preventing abufes which do not exift : that it will be time 
enough for the Conftables to be reftrided in the manner prayed for, 
wh?p they shall have forfeited the confidence of their constituents, gf 
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which they are as yet defervedly in full poflcffion ; that fuch a reftridio* 
would caufe infinite delay ai*i confufion, open a door to cabal and in* 
trigue, and might eventually throw the decifion of every important ques- 
tion into very improper hands : that, moreover, it would greatly clog the 
exertions of that branch of the legislature, and consequently leflen its 
weight in the general aflembly; a weight which if we may judge from 
circumftances ought rather to be encreafed than diminished. 

As to the other expedient prayed for in the faid Petition, we humbfy 
conceive it is big with the raoft alarming and ruinous confluences, as 
it would put it in the power of any one body efFedually to flop the 
fundions of the whole, and render void any exertions which the States 
coliedively might judge neceflary to make againft the arbitrary encroach-, 
ments of any individual or number of men : exertions which our re- 
cords teftify to have been often made from the beft motives, and on the 
beft grounds, having, met with the entire approbation of our Sovereigns* 

When we confider, that even now, differences of confiderable magnitude 
fubfift between that aflembly, and feveral of their members ; , and fee the 
various means which are ufed by the lefler number, to check and overfec 
the refolutions of the whole, we cannot but exprefs our concern at the 
effeds of this oppefition, and' be alarmed at the profped of expenfes, ac 
the inftability and confufion which it muft ultimately produce, and* of 
which the publick may become the vidims. 

With refped to the origin of thefe difpates, we beg leave to repre- 
fent to your Majefty, that the violent rejedion by the Court, of a Con- 
ftable duly chofen, was fuch an infringement of the rights of the peo- 

}>le, as the publick at large was greatly interefted to refift : that the mea-rf 
tire adopted by fourteen members of the States on that occafion ( who 
were prevented from ading coliedively by the very grievance they com- 
plained of,) was highly expedient, and deferving the fandion which the 
States afterwards gave to the meafure : that the publick is therefore bound 
in honour and juffice to reimburfe every expenfe incurred in protecting its 
own rights and liberties. 

Finally, we mod humbly pray your Majefty, to take into your royil 
consideration the prefent unhappy and critical lituation of this ifland* and 
.to examine by what cruel neceflky, or by whofe fault it has happened, 
that the fupreme afferftbly has been deprived of all pdwer of ading, and 
a flop has been put to the whole publick oeconomy of this State; being 
well aflured that your Majefty, in your wifdom, will make fuch regula- 
tions for correding the prefent, and preventing future abufes, as will mod 
effedualty enfure peace, tranquility, and happinefs to all your Majefty's 
fubjeds in thi$ iiland. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty Bound, 
Will ever pray, &c. dec: 
the above Petition was figned by 1036 inhabitants, among whom wUrt the 
, printipal . and moji refpeflable gemktnen of the ijland. 
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- Txjs answer of the Lieutenant Bailly of the ijland of Jerfiy, to a Pe* 
tition prefered againjl him to his Majefty in Council, by fiveral members of 
the States of the faid ijland. 

he order of the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of 
Council for the affairs of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the aoth. of april 
1784, requiring the Lieutenant Bailly of Jerfey to anfwer, forthwith, a 
Petition- to his Majefty ip Council by feveral members of the States of 
the ifland of Jerfey, and not delivered to him till the 26th. of m^y laft, 
almoft a month later than it ought to have been, though the very great 
variety of publick bufinefs, which the Lieutenant Bailly is at this time, by 
virtue of his office, pecefiarily obliged to attend to, might plead his excufe 
for delaying to pay immediate obedience to their Lordships* orders; yet 
being zealous faithfully to difcharge his duty, he wijl not hefitate to fa- 
ftrifice the (mail portion of leifure and repofe which is left him to die 
good of his country, which requires of him to ftate to their Lordships 
a juft and impartial account of the fituation of publick affairs in his Majes- 
ty's ifland of Jerfey, the conftitution of which is materially connefted with 
Jiis condifft in the exercife of his office of Lieutenant Bailly f 

It is certainly true that the publick affairs of Jerfey are in great di- 
sorder, A faithful (late of fads and the natural inferences deducible from 
them will plainly shew from whence fuch diforder has proceeded. The 
Petitioners introduce their complaint by declaring, that they reprifent the 
body of the people, and their Petition is figned by three Jurats, eight Mi- 
nifters of parishes and feven (Conftables. The auembly of the States is 
compofed of the Bailly and twelve Jurats, chofen by the whole ifland, 
twelve Conftables chofen by the inhabitants qf their refpe&ive parishes 
only, and twelve Minifters (tiling themfelves Re&ors of parishes, who 
Jiave feats in the Stated but are not elefied by the people, nor even qua- 
lified by any oath of office. They are men of little or no property and 
contributes pothing to the publick expences. This lad clafs of men can- 
pot be the reprefentatives of the people, and the Petition is figned by 
pnly three Jurats and feven Conftables; there are of courfe nine Jurats 
including the Lieutenant Bailly and four Conftables, ( exclufive of a re- 
prefentative of the parish of St. Martin refpefting which there was th6n 
jft difpute) who difapproved of the Petition, and confequently the Peti- 
tion does not gate the fenfe of the reprefentatives of the body of the 
jpeople. 

Jlj 1$ not truf that encroachments haye been made by the Lieutepabf 
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Bailly, either on the prerogatives of the States, the cottftlmtW of'tht 
ifland or the rights of the people; but the Lieutenant Bailly takes the 
liberty of affertmg, that encroachments have teen made by the Petitio- 
ners on the prerogatives of his Majefty's firft Mrnifter of juftice, who has 
the honour to reprefent his Royal perion, and who is bound by his oath 
of office to preferve and maintain the rights of his Majeftv, and alfo 
the rights of the Jurats of the Royal Court, and it muft be cbnfefled 
that thefe encroachments have not a little endangered the conftitution of 
the ifland and the rights of the people. 

v In order to enable your Lordships to judge of the truth of this afleN 
don, ic will be neceflary to premife fometbing refpe&ing the nature and 
extent of the office of Bailly and the aflembly of the States. The Bailly 
is ftrickly fpeaking the civil Governor, being at the head of the civil 
government in this ifland. The Governor, properly fo called, has the 
charge of military matters; this was fettled by an order in Council of 
the 27th. of february 1616; By an other order of the 15th. of jgne 
1 618, the Bailly is acknowledged to be a principal officer for the con- 
fervation of the Eftate, and predecency is given nim over the Governor 
both in Court and Stat&. The Governor is direfted, by his letters pa- 
tent, to obey the Bailly in all things relating to his office of Bailly, from 
which it may be infered, that the Crown intended that the military should 
be fubordinate to the civil power, as far as was confident with the confc 
titutional dignity of the Governor. 

By the conftitutions of King John, twelve Jurats or fworn difcreet per- 
sons ad jura coronary fpedantia cuftodienda, . were joined to the Bailly, 
^nd jurifdidion was given them on all matters ariung within the* ifland, 

_ excepting in cafe of higfy treafon, and in cafe of violence committed againft 
the mipifters.of juftice in the execution of their duty., Thefe p^rfons had 
the power of making) certain political ordinances and regulations, but 
whenever they and jpe Governor found it neceflary to raife money, they 
were obliged to obtain the confent of the people on whom T^ch mo- 
ney was to be raifed. This was. the origin of Conftables' having feats 
in the States i\ they wefe by the riatuffe? 6f their office ;fubje& to "tra 'Royal 
Court and were obliged to attend the States when called upon; and as 

'they Were xhofen by rfje inhabitants of their irefpeftiye. pirishdfc, they 
*rere fuppoied to 1 he the beft qualified to reprefent thbfe Who had fo 
chofen tnem.' Whenever the Court had any momentous concerns befides 
the railing of money to deliberate upon, tney generally called , upon the 
wifeft anqthe ftidft difcreet perfpiisin the ifland fpr jtfieir a^vrie, but more 
' particullrly the'Cptergy, whofe apparent fati&ify qf nWdners ^ifnd^whofe fu- 
perior knowledge and wifdpta were in thiife day^bf igAorafcce held in the 
utmoft veneration; but they fore called upd A -merely to giVe their advice, 
pnd it refled in the breaft of the Jurats to call 01* them or not as they 
pleafed. .That was the origin a*4 nature of riae alftrably of the States and 
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continued fb till the year ijpi. In fome of thefe inftances it appears, that 
the . Conftables and Clergy were called upon merely to adrife the Court, 
In others It appears, that the Clergy and Conftables were not the only per- 
fon$ j^llecj upon, gentlemen and people of rank and property were fire- 
\cmprit;(y Yijmmoned to attend : and in all cafes it appears, that it was the 
^Rpyal r V.Cbtyrt that enafted, fometijnes with the advice, and at other times 
\ by tn^'confent of .thofe prefent. • In the year ifjpr* the Royal Commit* 
; fiqhers. enafted, 'that the aflembly of the States should be compofed of the 
Jurats, the Clergy and Conftables, and that all afts in that aflembly should 
be pafled by the majority of each of the three conftituant bodies; a vi-» 
iibie preemminence was neverthelefs preferved to the Jurats as the firft body, 
and amongft'ocbec things it was ordered, that they should be the fole jud- 
ges of . the fitnefe or the unfitnefs of the members to be of the aflembly 
] : ofrtbe;ScateS> .and they were authorifed to punish, by their fole authority, 
.thofe Svhio: 'behaved mifproperly in that aflembly. 

That the Royal Court is, by the fpirit of the conftitution, the firft and 
tupreme ' t>ody of the Eftates. 

By the general ufage of the ifland, in all Committees of the States, there 
has always been an equal number of members nominated out of each body 
established as a quorum, and if fuch quorum was not compleat in num- 
ber, the members of the Committee prefent, were prevented from proceed- 
ing, and each body of fuch Committee has been conftamly feparate and 
diftinft from the others, in conformity to the original inftitution of the 
Royal Commiflioners in the year ijpi. 

The ads of the States are always ftated to he.tfnade before the Bailfy 
• aflifted by the Jurats, the Clergy and Conftables' prefent, a very material 

and ftrikittg' difference between the latter arid the former. . Ir wotild pet- 
: haps be difficult, if not impdflible, to inftdnce any *ft of the Eftates paffifd 
. contrary to the opinion of the majority of the Jbracsy fextept^thofe inf- 

tances which hive occurred fince the difputes. refpefting the Conftable of 

Saint Rrelade's. ^ i; 

; "jBy^tjxe original conflitutipn, q£, tH^i^an^ dowo,\tp tb^y^ar vijv r the. 

VRdyal r Court could, .of thei ©W' ; aL)thonty, ;makV ppljtjipal ordinance*.* 

, That jjp^er being then tak§p >yay r it W4* declared, that nq polijycal pf- 
dinanice?' sHduI4;^e pafled, except by the: whd«.affem^Iy|pf the ^States; 
but it -was not explained what was me^nt, by , the whole aflembly of the 
States; But there w.,jppt the. fmalleft Jcind of an intention to abrogate the 
inft legaK,conftituuo^.of th$ 'States; as : Jfettled by the Roy ^ Cammiftionerss 
in IJ91 ;^d though :it; .deprived,, tlie^ Bai%. and, Jurafs. 0/ .phe pofitive 

. power they. l$d otT ^*fcng politjcftl ofdinaqces, it is tilpnt cefpeAing the 
negative righy th^y nad i^^akejjone^ or the right of .riot taking the 
advice of th$ Clergy^anjd Conftables, '.when thsy thongftt u onuecelfary, 
and meant tqpafs i^g lawrjjqonfequently, all ^oei% original rightg. exjft, 



Digitized by 



Google 



XV) 

except that of making political ordinances. The States have not any of- 
ficers of their own. The king's Attorney and Advocate general, the Vifcount, 
the Greffier or Clerk, the Denonciators and the Huiifier, are all officers 
of the Royal Court, which forms of itfelf a compleat body politic, and 
it is by their medium only that buGnels can be carried on. If it vtere 
otherwife, an amient Court of juftice, created by, and dependant on the 
Boyal authority only, and the iupreme order of the States would bfe dic- 
tated to by its own minifterial officers, deprived of the negative voice and 
controlled in its proceedings, by thofe very perfons, who, from time im- 
memorial, have been fubjeft to obey its orders and mandates. And though 
it is inconteftably the firft order of the States in the political fcale of 
government, it would be over- balanced by the two interior orders, the 
Majority of whom has formed a coalition and entered into a combination 
to level all legal diftinftions, to degrade his Majefty's authority and that 
of his civil jurifdi&ion in this ifland, and to eftablish, upon its ruin, their 
own independency. The antiquity of the Boyal Court; its jurifdidion by 
legal authority; tne election of its members by the freeholders of the whole 
ifland, and that for life; it* rank and dignity, and the family and pro- 
perty of its members, would then avail it nothing, would be inefficient 
to refcue it from a difgraceful annihilation. It nas been already dated, 
that the Clergy contribute little or nothing to the publick exigencies of 
the ftate ; it may therefore furprife your Lordships that they have joi- 
ned in the Petition againft the Lieutenant Bailly, but he trulls that, as 
they have little intereff in the States, their representations will have little 
weight with your Lordships. 

The feveral charges contained in the Petition are conceived in fuch 
very general, loofe, and vague terms, that the Petitioners meant no doubc 
to difguife the truth and to efcape detection, by encreafing the difficulties 
of the defence. 

The firft thing that the Lieutenant Bailly is accufed of, is that he re- 
fufed, at different times, to convene the aflembly of the States : the faft 
is true; but if the times and refufal had been Specifically dated, it would 
have appeared that his own illnefs prevented him from convening (hem 
at two or three of the times, when fuch applications were made; and 
his reafon for refuting to convene them at other times, was, that things 
had been thrown into difordef and confufion by feveral unconditional 
Votes of the aflembly, in oppofition to the majority of the Jurats, and 
particularly by reviving a Conftable whofe office had expired* and intro- 
ducing him into the aflembly of the States as repr^fentative of a parish 
which had difavowed him. That the Royal Court, as guardians of the 
priviledges of their country, thought themfelves in duty hound to repre- 
fent the proceedings of the inferior order of the States to his Majefty, to*- 
gether with other grievances and innovations, which they had attempted 
to make upon the conftitution of the ifland. That the Royal Court; by 



Digitized by 



Google 



C70 
a Reprefentation of the 120th. January 1783, humbly dated' to his Ma-a 
jefty, the reafons which induced them to decline giving any attendance 
upon an aflembly of the States which appeared to then! to be illegally 
eonftituted\jull his Majefty's pleafure was known. % 

That the conduft of the Royal Court did not originate from caprice, 1 
but was grounded both on law and ufage and upon the opinion of his 
Mayfly's Attory and Advocate general of the faid ifland, who had poGti* 
vely declared that the aflembly of the States was not legally conftituted 5 
thefe reafons induced the lieutenant Bailly to refiife to convene an aflem-. 
bly of the States, and- he trufts he was fully juftifyed in fuch refufal. 

That, even, if an aflembly of the States legally conftituted could have 
been convened, the perfons requiring fuch convention had no right, either 
in law or ufage, to make fuch reauifition. The Governor, the Bailly and 
Jurats are the only perfons who. have a right to convene the States; this 
right is extremely antiept and is probably to be deduced from the very 
nature and origin of the States, who were originally called upon by the 
Governor and the Court. An inftance can be adduced as early as the 
year 1J26- This antient priviledge was confirmed to the (governor, the 
jBailly and Jurats by an order in Council of the 2d. June 1619, with this 
difference that the Governor might poftpone this meeting for 15 days if 
he thought proper. 

The Conftables, by their cath of office, are bound to attend the States 
when called upon, and being in that refpeft merely pafEve, they have no 
authority whatever to require the meeting of the States, and no inftance 
can be produced, previous to the year 1782, of the Conftables* having made 
fuch requifition; the Clergy have certainly no power to make fuch re- 
quifltion. 

By the prefent laws of Jerfey, the rights of the King and the priviledges 
of the people are eaually fecured, for it is not probable that both the 
Governor, Bailly and the majority of the Jurats should all unite in op- 
posing the meeting of the States, if it was neceffary or expedient, for it 
is in the power of either of the three to demand an aflembly to be cal- 
led when they think necetfary, and it is abfolutely falfe that the Lieute- 
nant Bailly nas ever refufed to convene the States when required fo to 
do by the body of the Jurats. 

In the fecond place, the Lieutenant Bailly is accufed of having refufed 
to put to the votes of the aflembly of the States, motions made in the 
ufuai and ordinary form : he has certainly refufed to put motions to the 
votes in two or three inftances, .prior to the date of the Petition. And 
thefe h^ beleives are the fame which are vaguely fpecified by the com- 
plainants, and to which fpecific aq(wers will be given. In the firft place 
the Lieutenant Bailly denies that the motions were in the ufual and or- 
dinary forme. It is evident from the conftitmion of the States that the 

Clergy 
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Clergy tad Conftables, being originally called upon mefely to adrift the 
Court, could have no right to make motions properly fo called. And 
therefore when they had any thing to ask, it was by way of Petition ot 
Remontrance like all other private perfons ; in fad, till very lately, motions 
were generally made by the Governor, Bailly or King's officers; the 
Conftables never made aoy except as to fubjefts which jelated immedia- 
tely to their refpeftive parishes. As to the Clergy, they confined them- 
felves in their motions to measures purely ecclefiattical, or to things which 
had fome reference thereto. 

As all motions are not equally admiflible, and fome are entitled to be 
conGdered previous to others, the chief Magiftrate mud in fome inftances 
have the power of admitting or rejecting tnem. 

If the motion is propofed by perfons incompetent to propofe it, or if 
propofed is contradiftory td fome exprefs law, or fubverfive of the judi- 
cial power, or derogatory to his Majefty's authority, or fubverfive of the 
feneral constitution of the country, the Lieutenant Bailly is bound by 
is oath of office to refufe At. And there is a recence inflance of fuch 
right of refufal having been claimed and exercifed by the predeceffor of 
the prefent Lieutenant Bailly.' In the difputes between the Royal Court 
and the inferior order of the States, touching the legality of the eleftion 
of the Conflables of S. Brelade's in the year 1779, lt was > amongft other 
things, ftrongly and very particularly infilled upon by the latter, that the 
chief Magiftrate, having refufed to put a quefiion to the votes, had ac, 
ted arbitrarily, and his Majefly in Council was requeued to exprefs his 
difapprobation of the condutt of the Prefident; but the Lords, after con-* 
fi deration of the whole matter, did not think proper to pais any fei>« 
tence upon him, though the fad was allowed to be .true on his fide. 

The next article oT complaint is, that the Lieutenant Bailly refufed to 
adjourn the meeting of the States, or to refer the adjournment to the 
votes, in order to take into confideration a propofal of the nrft impor- 
tance. The propofal was certainly of the firft importance, being that Royal 
commiffioners might be fent over to the ifland to aft conjointly with the 
affembly of the States in fettling the difputes between the Royal Couh: 
and the two inferior orders of the States. The propofal militated againft 
the fpirit of the conftitution, as by the laws eftabiished, when Boyal com- 
miflioners are fent over to the ifland, they are to aft conjointly with the 
Jurats and Juftices of the Royal Court, and therefore the Lieutenant Bailly 
refufed to adjourn the States* There was alfo another propofition made 
which the Lieutenant Bailly declared he would not put to the votes, as 
the objeft of it was, that it might be eftablished that the amenably of the 
States should be held four times a year, and that three member* of the 
States should have a right of aflembling or convening the faid affembly, 
and that the right of putting off or diifolving that affembly should be 
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5rf tKe States only, or in the majority of the fime. This nropofal appear 
red fubverfive of the firft principles of the conftitution of the ifland, which 
had placed in the Governor, the Bailly and the Jurats, or either of thofe 
bodies, the power of convening the aflembly of the States. The propofal 
was not made either by the txovemor, the Bailly or the Jurats, but ori-. 
ginated from the inferior order of the States, and appeared of fo dan- 
gerous a tendency, with refpeft to the allowed prerogatives of the Grown 
and its rtprefentatives, that the Lieutenant Bailly thought it his duty to 
prevent the propofal being taken into confideration. 

The next article of charge is like the others, not fairly dated, A 
inotion was made in the States, to direft the late Conftable of S. Mania's, 
who had been difcharged from his office agreable to law, not to part 
with the parish papers, notwithftanding the Royal Court had, by their 
fentence ( after the matter had been rally debated and pleaded upon by 
both fides ) ordered that thofe papers should be delivered to the 
firft Centenier of the parish. As fome of the Petitioners preflfed the 
Lieutenant Bailly to put the que ft ion, he called upon the Jurats, in the 
psefence of the other members of the States to declare if they had pat 
fed judgment on the point then in agitation, and if it was patted in the 
manner before ftated; being anfwered affirmatively, he declared that in 
foch circumftanges he could not proceed further on the queftion, and 
that he should look upon himfelf as highly culpable, was he to make a 
part of the States the judges and cenfurers of what the Royal Court had 
done in its judicial capacity, by the ordinary procefs of law. That he 
was obliged by his oath to conform himfelf to the opinion of the Ju- 
rats in thofe points of a contentious nature which had been heard and 
-determined by them as Judges ; that the law was formal and exprefs, that 
all judicial caufes of what nature foever were of the cognizance of his 
Majefty's Royal Court in this idand, whofe fentences and prodeedings 
could not be altered or revifed by any other tribunal than that of his 
Majefty in Council. 

In the next article, the Petitioners wish to make it appear as if the 
{/leutepapt Bailly had done his utmoft to prevent their complying with 
the order of the Lords of the Committee of the 20th. of may 1783, 
add for that purpofe they (late the cafe in a falfe point of view. The 
. fad; is this : as foon as the Lieutenant Bailly received the above orders, 
he . thought it his duty to convene the States, fuck as they were, in or- 
der to give them the means of shewing a ready compliance. This he 
did without being requeued thereto by any petion, conceiving that the 
orders of their Lordships ought to be attended to at all events. 

The States being met, the Lieutenant Bailly dire&ed the Greffjer to 
read the aforefaid orders, after which he propofed that they should be 
lodged au grefFe to be takened into confideration, that a Committee should 
be appointed to prepare the neceffary aitfwer. He was flopped from collec- 
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ting the votes by the Reftor of S. Martin's, who read a ready wmte<~ 
ad, the firft part of which was to the fame effeft as what the Lieute- 
nant Bailly had propofed, the fecond part recited that he had received 
a letter from Henry Sayer, efquire, folicitor to the States* and it appea? 
ring that there was fome bufinefs of importance coming forward, it was 
found expedient to appoint John Dumaresq gentleman, Conftable of & 
Peter's, deputy at the, publick charge. As this latter part tended to load 
the publick with expences, without having previoufly obtained their ap-t 
probation, and as fuch an illegal inyafton on the property of the in- 
habitants, by thofe chiefly who contribute nothing, was one of the ob-? 
jefts againft which complaints had been made before his Majefty, and 
which they were called upon to anfwer; and as that propofal, though! 
of fuch maniJfeU importance to the intereft of the publick, had not been 
lodged at the gretfe the fourteen days prefcribed by his Majefty'c or,dec 
in Council above- cited, the Lieutenant tfaifly thought himfelf fully au- 
thorifed not to put it to the decifion of the States, as they were then 
formed, and more efpecially as it was nWre confiftent with the form* of 
proceeding, that the motion firft proposed by him should be firft put* 
jne therefore put to the votes his own original prdpofot. Seten Jto$ts± 
oiie of the Clergy, and fix Conftables voted fimply to the queftiori, and 
three Jurats, eight of the Clergy, and five Conftables were for adopting 
alfo the addition made by the Reftor of S« Martin's, the latter part not 
having been put to the votes, it could not certainly be confidered as 
any aft; and as it appeared by the face of it, as if he had put it alt 
to the votes, he could not permit truth to be fo effentially difguifed, and 
therefore forbid the GrefEer to fign it in the form it was. 

As the majority of the Conftables did not vote the aft in queftidn, * 
there was the greater reafon for confulting their parishes, and the mora 
fo as feveral of them defired, and as it had been generally done in inft 
tances of confequence, particularly in the railing of money on the publick* 
the Conftable of S. Peter's, the jperfon to be appointed deputy, could not t 
or at leap ought not, to beiuppofed to have voted for his. own de- 
putation; and as M r . Rkhafdfbn was not a legal metaiber of the States, 
and has fince been fo declared by an order in Council, their own twd 
votes ought to be dedufted, which will leave the number equal on both 
fides; and the Lieutenant Bailly would, in quality of pfelident, hive had 
a calling vote. The Petitioners fay, that in the aforefaid aft they wer^ 
taking meafures to defend their conduft againft a complaint, figned by 
the Lieutenant Bailly hknfelfj they no doubt muft mean the Petition of 
the 20th. of January 1 7^3, which' he had figned conjointly with all the Ju? 
rats? of the ftoyajj Court except three, and the fame which the States had 
orders to anfwer, for he has not figned any other againft them, the truth 
of the matter is; that this deputy was appointed at the publick charge 
to defend the proceedings of a party in the States, againft an antecedent; 
Petition preferred againft them by the Juwts of the Royal Court, and 
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in which the Lieutenant Bailly had no share; the aft for which the Deputy 
lit the publick charge went over to England, was annulled by an order 
of his Majefty in Council, and as a mark of his Majefty's high difplea- 
fure$ the Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Court were direfted to caufe 
the faid ad to be erafed out of the publick records of the ifland, and 
jo caufe his Majefty's order in Council to be regiftred and published in 
due form in the ifland. The law is exprefs, that all propofal* should be 
lodged at the greffe fourteen days at lead before they shall be determi- 
ned, in order that the Conftabies may confult their conftituents, if they 
think neceflary ; as that was not done, the aft appointing the Deputy was 
certainly illegal, and the perfons making the propofal had freauent op- 
portunities of complying with the law; for the States were aflembled eighfr. 
different times from the 31ft. of auguft 1782, the day on which the fe- 

Spnd Petition was presented to them, to the nth, of June 1783, the 
ay on which the faid appointment of deputation took place. 

The Lieutenant Bailly doth not difpute the right of the States to ap- 
point a Deputy at the publick charge; but the propofal for fuch appoint- 
ment rnuft be left at the greffe fourteen days before it is determined, 
?nd it cannot be njade 3 legal aft of the States, without the affent of 
the major par* of the Jurats,. 

The above pretended aft of the States, appointing M. Dumaresq De- 
puty at the publick charge, is the fame to which tlie Lieutenant Bailly 
pas refufed to affix the feal of the ifland, and of which conduft the Pe- 
titioners complain. They beging by ftating, that the faid aft had pafled 
with the confent of the Lieutenant Bailly : this is not the fad;; he never 
put tp the votes the appointing a Deputy at the publick charge : it is 
for your Lordships to determine whether he was juftifiable in refufing fo 
to do; and if he was justifiable in his refufal to put the propofal to 
the votes, he is certainly juftifiable in his refufal to put the feal to the 
pretended ad, which in truth is no aft at all. 

The Lieutenant jBailly has always affixed the feal to all legal afts and 
to all papers, though intended as charges againft fpme or one of his fa- 
jnily or againft himfelf and the Jtoyal Court, and he defies the Petitio- 
ners to adduce a jGngle inftance, in which he has refufed fo to do*, excep- 
ting in the iftance of which they complain. It is faid, that for want of 
the formality of the feals being affixt tp that pretended aft, the Depyty 
of the States could not be received before the Lords of the Committee 
of Council in tfyat quality; to which it is fufficient to anfwer, that it 
the faid Lieutenant Bailly lyas juftified in his refufal, the Deputy appoin* 
fed yrzs not a legal Deputy, and ought not therefore to be received as 
fuch before the Lords of the Committee of Cotincil. 

The lad charge in the Petition againft the Lieutenant Bailly is, than 
fc h%s $aft the moft indecent, and fevere inyeftives upon the ch*raft$r$j 



Digitized by 



Google 



(77) 
opinion and underftrodiag of the diiferent meijiberfc" y *&$s .'ii* t Mryv*4 

fue and general charger: the particular fads, in fupport of it,, ought to 
ave been ftated with accuracy and precifion. r :z '• 

The Lieutenant Bailly tecolledb, that one ditfajtyfaxg hitfrig'^adthe 
weaknefs to retraft himfelf from , having ^^ 

the Clergy and Conftables, without any pre^kiils^mV^gitidh 1 jbrjtajsf 
fiibjeA, on the fimple reading bftheanfwer to the c6rtipUftot, he did', in* 
voluntarily, make ufe of the words » ctlkfait pitii; * -AtiA hi fe<5t t "that 
very aft which he had, in conjun&ion witn the other Jurats, complained 
of, has fincc been declared null and void, and ordered, by his Majefty, 

in Council, to be erafed from the records of the^lfland. ' * f .*,''"'■' 

...>.•• . • v. ■:«:' ,?-■ , . ;.. i>f..; * .• .1 . * r 

It is poffible the: Lieutenant; Bailly. might foretell the opinions „of fome, 
as he Knew they would vote in conformity to their party, fyftem; and 
as to the pretended ridicule, if any exifted, it mod undoubtedly arofc* 
from the fubied itfelf. more than from any remarks of the Lieutenant} 
Bailly. 

As to the only article of fpedfic charge, in whhA/th^ .Lieutenant 
Bailly is ftated to have called the States a faftiph pi robbers; his 
acknowledges that when he bbferved that, the two inferior orders of the 
States ( in oppofition to the majority of the flrft and higbeft order) were* 
refolved, at all events, to feizethe publick money to defray their own Taw firits* 
wkhout previoufly confulting the publigk, ana without obferying the forms 
prefcribed by law, he did declare, in the french language, » que fi le 
public deyoit £tre pilte, on auroit dij le piller $n forme P «_. 

The Petitioners, towards the concluGon of their complaints, pray his 
Majefly to order, that the States may be permitted, freely and without 
ftny hindrance, obftruftion or delay, to proceed to anfwer twb orders of 
the Lords of the Committee of tne aotn. of may 1783. 

The aforefaid orders were prefented to the States, fo early as the nth: 
of june 1783, and a Committee of, no left than nine members, appoin- 
ted to draw up the necefiary anfwers; and an order of his 'Ma^efty in 
Council of the nth. of July 1785 havitig been regifttr&d the 51ft. of the 
fame month, all the obftacles' which remained In the way of publick bu- 
finefc wete effe&ually removed. It is faid, that the Lieutenant Biillv 
created obftacles by refilling to put certain queftions to the votes* Ait 
the inftances, in which he is accufed of having tefufed to put queftions 
to the votes were, prior to the faid order in Council, and* exited jai -& 
time when there yrete real pbftacles in the way; and at a time in which 
the* States wefe an illegal, incompetent aflembly. When his Majefty was 
gracioufly pleafed to out it in the power of the States to aft in a legal 
manner, and they had in confequence proceeded to a variety of bufinefs, 
00 the 31ft. of July and 15th, ot auguft 1783, th* Clergy and Conftablw 
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ftopokd to? Ifufipiefid &e I proceedings of thfe States? aoft by an : aft ot 
pcofieft, in ^Efekidjey criminated the Lieutenant Bailly, and by which 
they a " " therafcives his accufers and judges^ the Lteutefxinc 

&ai% 4 it &epi tQ * nroceed to.. the . affairs .appointed for 

W$ Ja% T Q H$ ; %$ '^f .fcv&iy.^&fy with 

t^jmL j 1 r'dnpat^ngV the Tame }~ tfiev - however, fulbehdea 

eiij -i Joe aid pot put .tfi^ propoial in question to the 

VQtes*. flf Ji-.tpi the v$tes, and it h^df been' accepted, the 

aiTeinbj v , . would^ from the . very nature of their jpropofition* 

have been,! ipJfe fado, fulpended. " It was $\Go prbpofed that a provHq 
should be maue^g^fig $ e $(% r ?P^^^ fe*" 1 ' fk?Liewte^ 



nant Bailly and^the* States, that tney might immediately shew c an implicit 
€*^See/«® : liNti^^lto^(*shlp'i , ^r^Ns f v tttM[drii:'a^cbr>inyi fMjadiM to 
fhrir ^iW^XAc^rjpjetefltbnsj fcut'att*o*io piwpofe* .i»He convened the St** 
fefc tfgaiH ^th# ^&< <*f -fepteriib**, putfuant to an aft paffed on the rjtto 
6f augufl^ &rt t'he P^Wtiofcets would enter into no kind of bufinefs what* 
ever, except he firft propofed the ad of his own condemnation. The Pe- 
W^^9P.dft t 9ljHK J ? 4* te ^ I tyW complaint againlt the Lieutenant Bailly 
tq( hi^ JVUiptyj in £ Cwflp bufinefs )s therefore, to 

Ibe^iipputjs^ {p $i£ rpt^iptier^ who did hot prefer their complaints to a 
E??i> e ? WWft^^^ :^' Lieutenant Bailly who preveritea them from 
tjehjg^hq^d Jbcfc^tev. a ^ribuaal .pot competent to decide upon them* 

The Lieutenant Bailly has now anfwered* as well as the general vague 
feature of the charges wilt permit, all the complaints prefered againft him 
by the Petitioners. He'htoft cpfdfely'joifra WiA the Petitioners in praying 
his JVIaiefty, to take into, confide wi^n the prefent ftate of political rule 
ind ordei* In this"ifland~i' and' that his r Majeffy wilfdiretit fuch regulations 
to be mkde as may' mpft effedfualty tend, to reftbre pedce and harmony, 
and* to avert future caufes of difpuW and contention. He has ftated to 
your Lordships what he conceives to be the conftitution of his country ; 
the laws of that country have been invariably the rule of his conduft. lie 
tr^fts^r that if v thqf& laws ; : -}Q$tify \is <pndu4r.you$ j»ordships wilt thjink) 
t^atwe.^etjtipners ougpt r |o make him fausft&ion in cofts for the trou- 
jb Jo ^od . expenses whipfT he has • been put to -by . the. , complaints , prefered 
againft him. Aod.if your Lordships shall be of opinion, that mis-con- 
duft h^s been erroneous^ that you will attribute his errors to mis- appli- 
cation, and not t& wilful raifconftru&ion of the laws which he has been 
always anxious to defepd i and which he wishes tp jraefmit inviolate to 
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Remarks on the anftfer of the Lieutenant Bailly to th* Petition of eighteen 

members of the States. • . 

Xf the States of the ifland of Jerfey are not the' reorelcntiatives of tjie 
people there, where is the representation to be found I The Jurats are 
chofen by the people at large for life. The Redors, it is true, are not 
of popular eledion, but the Conftables are chofen by their refpe&ive pa- 
rishes for three years only, and they have the right of confulttng their 
conftituants, when chey judge it neceffary, by order of his Majefly in Coun- 
cil of the 28th. of m^rch 1771. This corporate body has the power of 
making laws, of railing money upon the people; and upon all publicfc 
occafions it ena&s, propofes, anfwers and proceeds in the name of the 
people, as may be feen by the conftant ulage of the States. 

It is true the Clergy do not contribute to the publick expences with 
refped to their benefices; (except for the fpeciai defence of the ifland,) 
.their incomes being but of fmali value were no doubt exempted by the 
law for that reafon : but they contribute like all the other inhabitants 
to every publick expence with refiped to the property they hbld, and fome 
of them in a very confiderable degree. 

How does it appear that nine Jurats and four Conftables difapproved 
of the Petition? is it beoaufe they have not figned it? if that be a proof 
of difapprobation, the Lieutenant Bailly is not aware .that in his Petition 
with eight Jurats, and with his adherents, the fixty- nine inhabitants, he wMl 
find himfelf in a very humiliating minority, and that his: condud is di- 
fapproved by the ifland in general* 

Here the Lieutenant Bailly firft defcribes his power and authority 
as Lieutenant Bailly, then gives a learned account of the confti- 
tution of Jerfey, calling to his affiftance a tradition (framed for the pur* 
pofe) of the ancient ufages, and, as he ftiles it, pf the ^tigjtl of the Star 
tes : whether the fiate of this matter is the jeffeft. o£ ignotapce, or whe- 
ther it was intended to miflead the Lords of the Council, is riot • vety 
material ; but the fad,, is that there never was a more erroneous or ' a 
more abfurd account given of the condition than in this anfwer. In 
the firft place the Lieutenant Bailly aflumes . the; honour of reprefenting 
the King's Royal per (on in the StatesI To prove .the fallacy of this a£ 
fertion needs but a reference to the fifths art-icle ,of the ordinances of Royal 
Commidjoners in the reign: of Queen £lfizabeth f . which pbfttively cohtfa- 
fiidts the affertion in thefe terms : 

r> Item, eft ordonnlj accorde & declaim, que tomes autras* caufes de 
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:* plus grand poids & importance, <jui concernent ladite He 6c ne ton*. 

» chent au fupreme gouvernement d'icelle, feront, comme par ci-devanr, 
s» de temps immemorial , en la difpoGtiou du corps des Etats de cette 
» ile, lefquels font Its douze Jures, fes douze Miniftres & Its douze Cod? 
» netabUs , ou la plus gTande partie & nombre d'un chacun d!eux, trois 
» membres accordant eniemble, pourvu toutefois qu'en chacun des corps, 
* ci-devant d&iuits, le Gouverneur pour lors &ant, y donne fon coo-. 
'» fefnteraent expres au nom de fa Majeffe, la perfonne de laquelle it re-: 
*• prefente, fi la caufe ainfi le requiert , & le Capicaine pour lors etant en 
» chacune telle caufe, aura voix negative- » And alfo the latter part of 
his prefent Majefly's order in Council of the 28th. of march 1771; » And 
» his Majefty doth hereby further order, that in cafe it should happen 
» that the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in chief of 
» the fajd iflaftd,. should not be prefent at the aflembly of the States 
» then that, before any aft of matters determined therein shall be efteftual, 
» application shall be firft ritade to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor 
» or Commander in chief to know whether he choofes to make ufe of 
*» the negative voice which he hath. 

The Lieutenant Bailly alfo calk himfelf the civil Governor of the 
ifland, and that the Governor, properly fo called, has the charge of mi- 
litary matters. If the Lieutenant Bailly had (aid that the Governor of 
the ifland, belides his charge of military matters, is alfo a civil Governor, 
he would have flared the faft; but the Lieutenant Bailly, in bis great 
anxiety to appear his Majelty's reprefentative, ventures to fay that the Go- 
vernor is bound to obey him. When this extraordinary power of com- 
manding the Governor was given to the Lieutenant Bailly is not known 
ro the Petitioners; the Governor is beft able to give anfwer to this. 
But k is well known to the Petitioners that by the antient conftitution, 
the Governor had the appointment of the Bailly, and was the firft civil 
Magiftrate in the ifland; they alfo know that the Governor has fo much 
to do, by the prefent eftablished law of the ifland, in civil matters, thac 
on feveral occafions the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats cannot aft without 
his prefence and content, fuch as, the limiting and reducing the number 
of licences for taverns and publick houfes, in reforming their abufes and 
punishing delinquents ;, in the difpofal of the duties on brandies; in pro- 
ceedings on* accufation of high treafon; in all which cafes the Governor 
mud be prefent and give his approbation ; in the granting licences for 
the importation o£ wool which he does with the advice of the States; 
in being called u port by the Court, upon all occaGons where matters 
are -determined wherein the King's intereft or prerogative are concerned j 
in appearing and anfwering, in the King's name f at the chief pleas of he- 
ritage for all fiefs or' manor* belonging to his Majefty; and above all, by 
the oaih he takes of maintaining the liberties, rights, dignities, laws, cus- 
toms and priviledges of the ifland, and the place he holds in the S&te? 

of 
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of the itland reprefenting the King's perfon, and having a negative on th* 
proceedings of the States and a right to check whatsoever they d6 in 
his abience. . ■ • 

> Quere, where is this power of making certain political ordinances to* 
be found? the contrary is clearly to be inferred from the oidir*anaes. of 
Royal Commiffioners abover mentioned* 

The Jurats and the Clergy are equally obliged to attend the States as 
well as the" Conftabies, and all of them are liable to a fine of five livres 
impofed by the States when they abfent themfelves* 

The ordinance of the Royal Commjflioners before- mentioned is here 
falfely ftated. Inftead of ena&ing a new law, the ordinance declares 
that the competency of the States had been fuch from time immemorial, 
and it confines this pre-eminence of authority, and confequently it overfets eve* 
ry affertion, however bold, of the Lieutenant Bailly with refpe<9t to the ori- 
gin of the States. 

An erroneous conftrtt&ion is alfo here given to that part of the or-* 
dinance, which fays : » ou la plus grand e partie & nombre d'un chacuti 
d'iceux trois corps, * for the meaning of this, ( if, at all definable, ) is 
clearly, that there shall be the majority of each of the three, bodies to 
conftitute a legal affembly, but not that a majority of each of them shall 
be neceffary to pafs an ad; the inconveniency and indeed impra&icabijity 
of proceeding in this refped would be a fumcient reply ; but it has ever 
been underftood otherwife, and the conftant and uninterrupted praftice of 
the States flatly contradids this pofitipn- 

It is not immaterial here to obferve, that by the 7th, article of the 
fame ordinance it is declared, that the Jurats were to be chofen by the 
States as had been practiced in former time, and this ufage continued 
until the beginning of the 16th. century, after which they were eleded 
by the people* 

Nothing can be inferred from this aflertion, tioi can there appear ai 
proof in fupport of it; for as the votes of the States are always taken 
colleftively upon every queftion, and the majority of the whoHfc aflembly 
is conftantly the rule, it Cannot appear Upon record how many of one 
body or of the other have voted for the queftiop. Vidt p. 70, lin. 2,5, zG, &c< 

It has already been faid, that it 1$ difficult to find when the Royal 
Court has acquired the right of making political ordinances. It is 
granted that they have done fo; but it has been an ab 
and ic muil be remembered that this, together with otl 
6f the Court, was the occafion of the tumult in the J i 
1769, which produced his Majeftys moft . gf acioirs oid 
the 28th. march 1771, which (lands as the bulwark ' 'oi 
the ifland at the head of the code of laws. Herein it is faid : » and 

IT 
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• hfe Majefty doth Hereby order that no laws or ordinances whatsoever 
m which may. be -made provifionaily, or in view of being afterwards aflen* 
m ted to by his Majelly in Council, shall be pafled but by the whole 
» .affembly of the States of the faid ifland. 

It is jiltnt refpelling the negative right they had to make none. Quere, 
can any fenfe or reafon be made of this part of the anfwer t This is 
however the firft fuggeftion given, and it may be faid the only initance 
known, of the Court's claiming a negative oftce in the States, 

The feveral officers here mentioned are admitted, but have no votes in 
the States; the Denunciators are there to certify that the members have 
all been warned regularly; and there are feveral inftances wherein they have 
been cenfured by the States for difobedience. The Greffier is the Keeper 
of the. records, and figns all afts of the States, and is obliged to give 
his attendance at all their Committees, and keep the books of their xe*s 
folutions. 

This reprefentation of the Royal Court has never appeared in the 
ifland or been communicated to the States. 

This order of Council relates to a difpute between the Governor, Bailly 
and Jurats, and fettles the point between them; but it does not affeft the 
other members of the States, who were not then in queftion, and it is ob- 
fervable that before this order of Council the Bailly claimed to himfelf 
the fole right of calling the States ; and that when the matter was heard 
by his Majefty in Council, the prayer of the Jurats was admitted, and the 
eontroruling power of the Bailly was thereby checked. 

It was never aflerted that the Lieutenant Bailly had refufed to con- 
vene the States, when required fo to do by the majority of his friends 
the Jurats; therefore the term falfe is Hi-applied.^ 

That the Conftables should be the reprefentatives of the people io the 
States, (as they really are) and not be iotitkd to make a motion, is 
too abfurd to need a repty; but it is well worth remarking how extremely 
ingenious die Lieutenant Bailly is in his endeavours to degrade the Clergy 
and the Conftables, and to let up the fuperior body of the States as ha 
calls himfelf and the Jurats ; and it cannot be here improper to declare, 
and affirm that the perfons, whom he fo anxioufly wishes to degrade in 
the eyes of his Majefty in Council, are, with refpeft to family, fortune, 
education, and abilities, unqueftionably fuperior to his friends and adherents. 

The Council did not go into the conduit of the Lieutenant Bailly but 
feeing the point clear in favour of the Conftable of S, Brelade, imme-. 
diately determined thereupon, and My Lord Loughborough being called, 
|n the midft of the bufinets, to the houfe of Lords, the matter refted there. 

This propofal is admitted by the Lieutenant Bailly to have been of 
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the greateft importance, and yet he would not call tht SttteS together or 
allow them to adjourn in order to take it into consideration, and for 
what reafon; becaufe it militated againft the fpirit of the conftitution? why 
not then give an opportunity to the States to examine that point f the 
States had neither as yet approved or reje&ed it. The Lieutenant Bailty 
himfelf had admitted the introduftion of the motion ; it had been lodged 
au greffe upwards of fourteen days. Yet the Lieutenant Baiiiy, of his 
idle authority,- xe\t&» the matter without fo much as hearing the opinion 
of the States upon the queftion. If this is a rower verted in the lieu* 
tenant Baiiiy, it is very unneceffary for the ifland of Jerfey to have States 
m all* or for his Majefty.to constitute any other officer but the Lieu- 
tenant Baiiiy in the ifland of Jerfey. That controul which he aflumes ove* 
the proceedings of the States, and which he here dares to avow, amoumfc 
to an abfoiute power; and where the. Lieutenant Baiiiy, in his great know* 
Jedge, has fbudd that it was againft the conftitution that Royal Commit* 
honers should aft jointly with the States, is not eafy to difcover* If he 
had examined the matter more attentively* he would have found that ap- 
plication for Royal Commiffioners had always come from the States, 
jthat Royal Commiffioners have always afted jointly wkh the; States* He 
might have feen at the head of the ordinances or Royal . Commiflioneip 
jn -the reign of Queen Elizabeth, tjiat the ordinances were made with th$ 
confent of the States. He might have feen alfo by two orders of Council, 
the one dated the 23d. day of July 160c, the other dated the laft day 
of augufl i6q6> that, in confequence of an application made to his Ma* 
jefty in Council by the States for Royal Commiffioners, his Majeftjf 
granted their requelt, and the States received, by thefe orders, dij:e&ion$ 
to prepare matters for the coming over of the Commifljoners*,. He iWpiilcJ 
have been further convinced ot this ancient ufage by the efiablishment 
of the pfefent code of laws of the ifland, which was all fettled in the 
States as recently as the year 1770, the States then a&ing in conjun&ion 
with the Commander in chief appointed by fpecial commiflion for that 
x purpofe. # Vide for the next paragraph, page 7^, lines io y 11 y &c* 

All this matter is falfely reprefented ; the Lieutenant Baiiiy has 
thought proper to omit that the aft of the States of the 30th. o&obet 
1782, which declared the Conftable of S. Martin to be the proper per* 
fon to officiate until the new Conftable was fworn in, was prior to the aft 
of the Court which determined the contrary ; and in this refpeft, the Court 
took upon them to decide in direft contradiction to a regular ad of the 
legiflature of the ifland. The Lieutenant Baiiiy alfo aiferts that he put 
no motion to the votes of the Jurats $ this is untrue; a regular 'motion 
in writing was put to the votes by him, and he would go no forth«£ 
than the Jurats ; this feme original motion can now be produced, writ* 
ten at the time in the States and m his prefence. 

AU this, and the preceeding paragraph is alfo falfely reprefented. The 
fi^ft was this; the Lieutenant Baiiiy delivered the two orders to the Greffie* 

Na 
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who'read them/ The Conftable of S. Peter's then immediately flood up; 
•and propofed that the orders and petitions should be lodged au grette, 
and that fome means should be taken for paying immediate obedience 
to their Lordships' orders. He was feconded in this by the Redor of 
S. Martin's, who produced a motion he had prepared for that fame pur- 

Eofe ; he read the motion at length ; he then put it in the hands or the 
jeutenant Bailly, who began to make his objections to it. The Lieu- 
tenant Bailly never put a motion of his own to the votes; but he did not 
think proper, he faid, to put that of the Redor of S. Martini. He would, 
he (aid, go as far as the appointment of a Committee which was in the 
faid motion, and he asked the votes thereupon. The opinion of the Sta- 
tes was, that they approved of the whole propofition. The Lieutenant Bailly 
jthen forbid the: Greffier from making an ad of it, and, in order to pleafe 
*he Lieutenant Bailly, thi original motion was changed to what it now ap- 
pears on the records. This is an abfolute fad. As to the number of the mem- 
bers who voted for the que ft ion, it is not poflible to ascertain this mat- 
ter; it is however fufficient that it is now an aft of the States on record, 
Jo that the majority voted for it. 

The ad in queftion has been annulled, for want of having been pafled 
^conformably to the formalities prefcribed in his Majefty's order of Coun- - 
cif of 1771; but the merits of the queftion were not determined; and it 
is evident, from the very order, that the right was found to be vetted in 
the States ; otherwife that particular reafon, ( the want of formality, ) would 
not have been affigned by their Lordships for cancelling the ad above- 
mentioned. As to the order being fent to the Court to execute his Ma- 
jefty's pleafure in erafing an ad from the records of the States, this mud 
have been, a miftake in the officer; for it qtn never have been intended 
that tie Court, who were a party in the concert, should execute the fen- 
ience of his Majefty on their adverfe party ; that they should be per- 
mitted to felze on a book of the States without their knowledge* con- 
ference and intimation^ erafe an ad from their records, ahd without fb 
much as informing the Lieutenant Governor of their intention. V.p* 7*?, /. ic 
; This matter therefore cannot bp CQnfidpred, as the Lieutenant Bailly 
woufd have it taken,, jjs calling a difgrace ypon the States, but rather 
as an overfight in the addrefs of the order. 

The reafon why this ad was not lodged au greffe for fourteen days was 
9 reafon of neceffity. A day had been appointed by the Lords of the 
Council to bear the matters between the States, and the feveral members 
pf the Royal Court; that day was within 11 days of the time on which 
this ad pafled for fending over M, Dumaresq as Deputy of the States* 
If therefore, the States were to appear at 3II before the Council by means 
of an agent; this formality could not ppflibly be complied with; and the news 
pf the appointment had come but two days before. The Court, on the 
ptljer hand, h^d an agent io J^ondQn who was^ warmly fupporting theis 
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caufc, and endeavouring to have their matters brought On In abfence of 
the perfon aftiog for the States. 

w If no ad of the States can be legal without the aflfent of the majo- 
rity of the Jurats;, the Jurats indeed, as they pretend, have a negative: 
but then how are the States to defend themfelves when they have the 
misfortune to be attacked by the majority of the Jurats? This, like the for- 
mer article is quite a new do&rine ; and if the Jurats have this right, no 
doubt the other two bodies of the States have it alfo, and then no man- 
ner of buGnefs will be got through. But how comes it that the Lieute- 
nant Bailly should fo boldly affert this as law, when the Petition of 69 
inhabitants, ( figned by the King's Procureur, his advifer in all thefe mat- 
ters,) prays that his Majefty will be pleafed to order, that for the future 
no ad or the States shall have the force of law without the concurrence 
of the majority of each of the three bodies ? This clearly <lemonftrates that 
what the Lieutenant Bailly here lays down as the law* the 69 Petitioners 
pray for, as an innovation for the future. 






AT THE COURT AT S. JAMES'S, THE a 3 d. APRIL 178^ 

P RJB S E J? T, 

The King's most Excelunt M a i h $ i t. 
Lord President, Viscount Galway* 

Duke of Chandos, Load Sydney, 

Duke of Dorset, Lord Mulgrave, \ 

Earl of Aylesford, William Pitt EfqV 

Viscount Howe, 

t 

XV hereas there was this day read at the board a report from the right 
honourable the Lords of the - Committee of Council for the affairs of 
Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the aoth. of this inftant, in the words fol- 
lowing, viz : , 

Your Majefty having been pleafed, by your order in Council of the 21 ft 
of January laft, to refer unto this Committee the humble Petition of 
Edward Le Maiftre, David Patriarche, Nicholas Fiott, Francis Le Breton, 
Richard Le Feuvre, John Du Parcq, Francis Valpy, Amice BifTon, Francis 
Le Couteur, George Bertram, Thomas Sivret, Charles Marinel, John De 
Carteret, James Pipon, John Dumaresq, George Sivret, Thomas Labey, and 
John Du Pre, being the major 'part of the members of a full ailemblj 
of the States of the ifland of Jerfey, complaining of fundry proceedings 
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Of the Lieutenant Bailly of the fald ifland; and. among others, that he 
Has, at different times, refufed to convene the aflembly of the States upon 
interesting fubje&s, although he has been earneftly requefted andtollicited 
to that purpole by feveral members of the States, as welt from the body 
of the Jurats as from the Clergy and Conftables, by which means the 
Soates have been deprived of the power of a&ing as a corporate body, 
•add publick affairs have been negleded; and therefore humbly praying, 
ahat your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to order, that the States may 
be permitted, freely and Without any hindrance, obftrudion or delay, to 
proceed to anfwer two late orders from the Lords of the Committee of 
your Majefty's taoft honourable Privy Council, bearing date the 20th. of 
may 2783, by the ufual and acofcftomed means; and alfo, in the fame 
jnaniier, to proceed to do all other kind of bufinefs as States.- The Lords 
of the Committee, in obedience to your Majefty's faid order of reference, 
this day took the faid Petition into their Goafidefation, and have put thfe 
faid feverai article of complaint agahlft the faid Lieutenant Bailly in a 
way to be further heard before this Committee $ and the Lords of the 
Committee* finding, that by an order made by your Majefty in Council 
on the nth. of July laft, your Majefty was pieafed to declare, that pen- 
ding the profecution of the appeal to your Majefty in Council, touching 
th$ qonWrfed eleftion for the place of oonftabie for the parish of taint 
Martin, neither the late Conftable nor the eldeft Centenier of the faid 
parish should fit in the aflembly &f the States of the ifland of Jerfey ; 
but that, in the mean time, and until the further fignification of your 
Majefty's jpleafure* the States of the faid ifland of Jerfey should be ta- 
ken and deemed to be competent to return ihelf aiifwer in writing to 
the feveral matters contained in a Petition and Representation of the 
Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Coprt, as alfo in another Petition of fe- 
veral of the inhabitants of the ifland of Jerfey, complaining of fundry 
proceedings of the faid States, ( which Petitions were annexed to the faid 
two above-recited orders of the 20th. of may 1783 ) fend to do all other 
ads as States of the faid ifland of Jerfey. The Lords of the Committee 
aje. humbly of opinion, that it may be fufficient for the prefent, for your 
Majefty to order, that the States of the ifland of Jerfey bfe forthwith con- 
vened, and that they do proceed to do all ads appertaining to them as 
States of the ifland of Jerfey, conformable to the tenor your Majefty's faid 
order of the nth. of July; and particularly to return their anfwers in 
writing to the above- retited orders of the 20th. of may laft, confining 
their proceedings thereupon (imply and fpecifically to the matter of the 
faid complaints, without mixing any other matter or thing whatfoever. 

His Majefty taking the faid report into confideration, is pleafed, with 
jfhe advice or his Privy Council, to approve thereof, and to order; and 
it is hereby ordered, that the States of the ifland or, Jerfey be forthwith 
convened, and that they to proceed to do all ads appartaining to them 
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•i States of the ifland of Jerfey, conformable to the tenor of his Majefty** 
laid order of the nth. of July 1783, and particularly that they do return 
their anfwers in writing to the faid above-recited orders of the aoth. of 
may laft, confining their proceedings thereupon fiinply and fpecifically to 
the matters of complaint contained in the Petitions annexed to the faid 
orders, without mixing any other matter or thing whatfoever. And the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in chief of the ifland of 
Jerfey for the time being, the fiailiy and Jurats of the Royal Court, and 
ethers the members of the States of the faid ifland, and all others whom 
k may concern are to take notice of his Majefly's pleafure hereby figni~ 
fied, and govern themfelves accordingly. 

(Signed,) Steph. Cottrell. 

AT THE STATES OF THE ISLAND OF JERSEY; 

tffthn June 1784. 

Ihe States, having nothing nearer at heart than the wei&re and proft 
perity of the inhabitants of this ifland, and defirous at the fame time to 
apprize them thereof, think they cannot better efieft the feme than by 
putting them in a fituation to be themfelves witneffes of their delibera- 
tions and decifions; and to arrive at this end, they order, that for the 
future the States shall not be held. with the doors shut, but that during 
their fitting the doors shall be left open and free for any of the faid 
inhabitants or fuch other fubjefts of his Majefty who shall chufe to enter 
into the veftibulum only, except in extraordinary cafes where the affem- 
bly of the faid States shall think fecrecy necefiary. 

(Signed,) Ph. De Carteret grejjier; . 

The above aft having been approvtd of Jive of the Jurats quitted the Stem 
its j and the Lieutenant aailly would not proceed to bufinefs in their abjence. 

AT THE STATES OP TtfE ISLAND OF JERSEY. 

30th. June 1784. 

V^onsidbring that many members of the States have looked on the 
refolution of the laft afiembly on the fubjeft of opening the doors, a* 
contrary to the fundamental laws of the Mate, and an hindrance to the 
ordinary courfe of bqfinefe; the States having folely had in view the pu- 
blick welfare in this refped* and defirous to obviate every obftacle whieh 
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might retard the interefting affairs which offer to their confideration, and 
particularly the anfwers to the orders of the right honourable the Lords 
of the Council, which they are difpofed to obey without delay; and in 
order alfo that the publick may not be deprived of the council and af- 
fiftarice of any of the aforefaid members in the difcuflion of affairs, have 
bow refolved to fufpend and (lop the effe&s of the aforefaid ad, until 
fuch time as his Majefty's pleafure shall be known upon the fubjed;and 
have adjourned the holding of the States upon their ancient footing. 

(Signed,) Ph. De Carteret grejfitrt 

Letter do the. Lieutenant Badly by the Committee of the States. 

Jerfcy, July tqzh. iy8^ 



SIR, 



w, 



e the Committee appointed by an aft of the N States, bearing, date 
the nth. june 1785, to prepare. an anfwer to the Petition and Reprefen- 
tation of the Lieutenant Bailly and fome of the Jurats of the Royal Court 
in conformity .to an order from the Lords of the Committee of Council 
of the 20tb. of may 1783, and to an order from his Majefty in Council 
cf : the 23d. april 1784,. cannot help expreffing the expectations we had 
formed, after the readinefs that appeared in the lad nieeting of fufpending 
the ad that feemed to have given offence to fome of the members of 
the States, that an early day would have been fixed upon for the con- 
vention of the fa id States for the purpofe of fulfilling his Majefty's and 
the Lords of the Committee's commands, we beg to fugged to you that 
the anfwers in queftion have now been for fome time ready, and that 
we had reafon to hope that no further application on our part would 
have been neceffary to procure the convention of the States. As we find 
however no meafures taken for that end, we have to requeft that you would 
be pleafed to " call the States together as foon as pofljble, that they may 
have the means afforded them of paying immediate obedience to his Ma- 
jefty's and the Lords of the Committees commands. 

We further think it our duty J t6 acquaint you, that we have received 
information from M r . Fawkener, clerk of the Council, by command of my 
Lord Prefidenl, that tfc^ hearing of the matters above-mentioned is. ap- 
pointed foj the 30th. jriftant, and that the States are without lofs of time 
to return their anfwer to ,the right honourable the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of Council, to be prepared for the hearing of that day accor- 
dingly* 

We 
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3BTe have the honour to be; 

Sir, 

Yotir obedient humble ferratittj 



£.%?* : }'-«• 



Francis Le Breton, dean of Jerfty, and reShr of Su Saviour's} 
Fr. Le Couteur, refior of Su Martin's. 
Ck. Marinel, conjiable of Su Hclier's. 
John Dumaresq, conjiable of St. Peter's. 
James Pipon, conjiable of St. Brdaics. 

Minutes df the States upon the Lieutenant. BaHl/s leaving the affembly on *W 

15th. July ijSq. 

Present. 

Edward Le Maiftre, Francis Marett, Nicholas Meflervy, Nicholas Fiotti 

Vh. Le Hardy, jurats; Mefs\ the Dean, Le Feuvre, Du Farcq, Valpy! 

Le Couteur, Biffon, Bertram, Sivret) Dupr£ reflbrs; Mefs r \ the Confta- 

bles of St. Helier, St. Ouen, Su Peter, St. Clement, Su Brelade, Ste. Mary 
Grouville, St. John, Trinity, St. Laurens, St. Saviour, J$ 

The States having been convened to meet on this day by the Lieute- 
nant Bailly, in confequence of a requeft made to him in writing from fe- 
veral members of the Committee appointed by aft of the nth, june 1787 
to prepare the anfwer of the States to a Petition of feverat members of 
the Royal Cuort, and alfo to another Petition of fevcral inhabitants; which 
requeft has been made this day in the States by the Lieutenant Bailly 
and an authentic copy delivered intd the hands of the Governor prefent 
in the States.— The aueftion tras firft moved, according to the ufual and 
accuftomed form, to Know whether the States were compieet, when it ap- 

J eared that Joshua Fipon, Elias Pipon, Charles Payn, Ph. Robin, and 
ohn Poingdeftre efauires were not nrefent, notwithftanding the proper 
officer certified that he had fummoned them in conformity to the ordet 
of the Lieutenant Bailly. It was then propofed to the Lieutenant Bailly 
to proceed according to the invariable ufage to fine the abfentj but the 
Lieutenant Bailly did not think it proper to put the queftion to the Sta- 
tes, notwithftanding the willingnefs all the members shewed to remove 
every obftacle that might prevent them from paying immediate obedience 
to the orders of his Alajefty and of the Lords of his Council. He de- 
clared this affeu'bly not to be the States, on account of the abfence of' 
the above-mentioned Jurats, notwithftanding the prefence of five othe* 
Jurats, viz ; fcdwaxd Le Maiftre, Francis Marett, Nicholas Mefiervv, Nicholas 
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Fiott, and Ph. Le Hardy efquires; yet faid he thought it competent to 
return anfwers according to the orders of his Majefty and the Lords of 
the Council, though thefa orders to return anfwers are addreffed to the 
States. He therefore asked the members prefent whether they chofe to 
proceed to the faid anfwers, who were ot opinion it was firft neceflary to 
line the abfent, and declared that they were afterwards ready to hear the faid 
jknfwers read and to fend them without delay ; upon which the Lieute- 
nant Bailly immediately retired from the affembly, leaving the members 
of the States in the greateft uncertainty how to proceed, and what means 
to adopt for tranfmitting the anfwers of the States to his Majefty. Per- 
flated however that the Lieutenant Governor, in his zeal for the fervice 
of his Majefty, will give a faithful account of this unexpefted event to 
bis Majefty, the underfigned members ( in number 19 ) have refolved to 
intreat him to inform his Majefty of thefe proceedings, and at the fame 
time to requeft the faid Lieutenant Governor to hear the (aid anfwers, 
read, and after they shall have been figned by the members, to tranfmil 
them to the Lords of his Majefty's Council as foon as poffible; all which 
was done in his prefence. 

(Signed) Edward Le Maijhre 9 I } 

Nicholas Fiott, . . > jurats. 
Philip Le Hardy, . • 3 

Fr. Le Breton, dean of Jerfiy and reBor of S. Saviour's* 
Richard Le Feusnre, re&or of the parish of St ♦ Peter's. 
/. Du Parcp reQor of St. Ouens. 
Francis Valpy, reSor of St. Marys* 
A. Biflbn, re£lor of St. Laurens's. 
G. Bertram, re3or of St. Qemenis. 
fr. Le Coutcur, reSor of S. Martin si 
Th. Sivret, reftor of St. John's. 
Ed. Dupri, reStor of S. Helices. 
John Dumaresq, eonfiable of S. Peter's. 
/. De Carteret, eonfiable of S. Oucns. 
James Pipon, eonfiable of St. Brelade J s. 
Ch. Marinely eonfiable of S f Helifiis. 
Th. Labey, eonfiable of Grouville. • 
, John Du Pre, eonfiable of St. Mary's. 
John Arthur, conjiabk of S. Johns. * 
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Anfwer of the Statu delivered into the hands of the Lieutenant Governor to be 

tranfmitted to Council* 



To the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs 

of J er fey and Cuernfey m 

My Lords, 

JL N obedience to an order from the right honourable the Lords of the 
Committee of Council for the affairs of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the 
20th, day of may 1783, directing the States of the ifland of Jerfey to 
return their anfwer in writing to fundry matters of complaint contained 
in a Petition and Reprefentation of the Lieutenant Bailiy and feveral Ju- 
rats of the Royal Court of the faid ifland, and alfo in obedience to his 
Majefty's mod gracious order in Council, bearing date the 23d. of aprit 
1784, the States having duly confidered the feveral matters contained in 
the faid Petition, humbly beg leave to return the following anfwer to 
your Lordships* 

. Anfwer to thefirft article againft the a8 of the States of the ioth,julyij8%i 

The aft is as follows: 

» The States* confidering how neceflary it is at this prefent time to 
•> attend to the maintenance of the rights, privileges, and liberties of the 
s> publiclc, and having confidence in John Dumaresq gentleman, conftable 

* of the parish of ft*. Peter, have requefled and authorized him to aft 
» to this effeft, and to lend his care and attention to the prefervation 

* of the privileges of the ifland. 

This aft is objefted to for fubflituting an individual mfembef of the 
States the guardian of the privileges of the ifland, in the room of the 
Lieutenant Bailly, of the Jurats, and of the King's officers* On the face 
of die aft, which is here above recited at length, it will evidently appeal 
to your Lordships, that no fubftitution is made, no exclufive power gran* 
ted, or reflection caft on the characters alluded to* A fpecial authority 
is given to a member of the States to attend to the preservation of the 
privileges of the ifland. The queftion is therefore, whether the States havd 
the right of deputing, and have been accuftomed tb depute one of their 
own members to maintain their privilege? or the privileges of the ifland? 
In fupport of this right the following precedents are fubmitted. to your 
Lordships. 

On the 19th. march 1684., Sir Philip de Carteret, Bailiy of the ifland, it 

O 2 



Digitized by 



Gqogle 



( 9* ) • 

coramiflioned and authorized by the States to folicit a renewal and aug- 
mentation of the privileges of the ifland and all other publick advanta- 
ges in his power. 

On the 2d. february 1687, by another aft of the States, Sir Philip De 
Carteret is again requefted to employ himfelf, when he shall think it exr 
pedient, for the good and welfare of the ifland. 

On the 2 1 ft. auguft 1690, the States deputed and authorized Mefs™. Ban- 
dinell, Grandin, and Dumaresq to aft for the fupport of the laws and 
maintenance of the privileges of the ifland. 

On the 1 2th. July 1729, the reverend Thomas Seale receives the thanks 
of the States for having fupportcd the rights and privileges of the na-. 
tives of the ifland t 

On the 10th. december 1744, Thomas Le Breton gentleman, conftable of 
the parish of S. Peter, is fpecially commiflioned by the States to fup- 
port the privileges of the ifland againft the pretentions of the Governor, 
the King's; Procureur, and the King's Receiver; and by the fame aft he 
is fubftituted in the room of the King's Procureuir, who had before re*- 
ceived from the States the like authority, which was now recalled* 

On the 1 2th. march 1744, by another aft of the States, M, Le Breton Ig 
again deputed to fupport the rights and claims of the inhabitants againft 
the Lieutenant Governor; and Charles Lempriere efquire is appointed to 
»ft with him in all the branches where the privileges of the ifland arc 
in any way concerned. 

On the" 24th. march 1764, M. Lempriere is again requefted and author 
iized by the States to attend to every incident which may concern th§ 
advantage of the ifland, and particularly the prefervatioq of its privile- 
ges and franchises. 

On the 3d. of april 1782, the prefent Lieutenant Bailly, being on his de* 
parture for England, is requefted and authorized by the States to take 
every meafure neceflary for the prefervation of the privileges of the ifland^ 
in all their extent. 

Thefe and various other precedents, applicable to the prefent queftion, 
jrhich are quoted in anfwer to the next article, from the year 1603 ta 
the prefent time, clearly and inconteftably prove, that the States have 
proceeded herein agreably to ancient and continued ufage ; and the right 
of exercifing this privilege will be found exprefsly acknowledged and con- 
firmed by an order from the Lords of the Council, dated the 21ft. of 
July 1680/ herein after mentioned. 

The points of ufage and of right being then eftablished; if it be ne- 
eflary to fpeak to the propriety of this appointment, your Lordships will 
g pleafed to confider tnat, on a late occafion, the voice of the peoplg 
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had been injurioufly difregarded, and one of their moft valuable privi- 
leges infringed by the Court's reje&ion of the Conftable of the parish of 
S. Brelade duly ele&ed and returned, and by the Court's appointment of 
a fubftitute to reprefent the faid parish in the States, exprefled by their 
a&s of the 27th, of February, and $>th» of march 1779. Your Lordships wit! 
alfo be pleafed to obferve, that this reje&ion was without any lawful 
grounds, as appears by his Ma jetty's moft gracious order in Council there- 
upon, dated the 18th. of may 1781, and that, had not the States inn 
terpofed on this occafion and obtained redrefs by means of the order 
above-mentioned, the parish of S. Brelade would be at this time deprived 
of its true reprefentative. 

The States beg leave further to aflbre your Lordships, that, for wafit 
of fome perfons being foecially authorized to take charge of publick cotf- 
eems and purfue the juft claims of the community in feveral late inftan* 
ces, the ifland, at this* moment, lays under many heavy and irrecoverable 
lofles. With refpeft to the choice of the perfon named by the States, 
no obje&ion can poffibly and confidently arife on the part of the Royal 
Court, however zealoufly attached to the rights of the people, or fcru-; 
puloufly jealous of the title of exclufive guardians of the publick liberties; 
for the charge hereby given to M. Dumaresq is almoft literally ( though 
not in foch powerful terms) conformable to the oath adminiftered twice 
every year by the Lieutenant JBailly to him, as advocate of the Royal 
Court, in thefe words: 

» You shall preferve the rights of his Majefty and of his fubjefts, and 
« fupport the honour of God and of his church. You shall defend and 
9> maintain the privileges, franchifes, cuftoms and liberties of the ifland, 
» oppofing yourfelf to who foever shall be willing to infringe them, &c. : 

On whatever grounds therefore this firft article of complaint be exa- 
jniped, the States humbly hope it will appear unto your Lordships void 
of foundation and fupport : and it will be found frivolous, if it be but 
confidered that no ill confequences whatever have refulted or could pof- 
fibly refult from the vote fo much objeded to; that it could oftty be 
the means of procuring additional exertions for the publick good; and 
be attended with no expence, trouble or difadvantage whatever to the pu- 
blick. 

Anjwer to the ficond article againfi the a£l of the States of the 3th, cf 

oBober ij8z. 

By this aft the fum of thirty guineas is raifed on the whole ifland, to 
defray the expence of laying before his Majefty in Council the anfwer, 
which the States were direfted to return to the Lords of the Committee 
of Council upon the Petition of feveral Jurats of the Royal Court* 
There are .two a&s of the day on the fubjed, which are as follows; 
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, *o The Committee, which was appointed by aft of the xpth. of feptem- 
n ber laft, to prepare an anfwer to the right honourable the Lords of his 
m Majefty's Council upon the Petition of feveral members of the Royal 
» Court, having prefented and read the faid anfwer, the States have appro- 
*> yedof it, and ordered it to be figned by the Greffier in the names of. 
»the States, and then put into the hands of the faid Committee, to be 
» tranfmitted to England, in conformity to the order of the faid Lords 
» of the Council. »• 

03 The Committee appointed by aft of the 19th. of feptember laft, ha- 
•* ving reported 1 to the State's thar it is neceflary to remit immediately, 
» to a folicitor in London, the means to defend the caufe before his 
j» Majority's in ,Cdtfncil on which depends the prefervation of the privi- 
•? l^ges of the publick and rights* df this affembly, to maintain them; 
.m and that it would be proper to name and authorize a perfon to give 
m advice to to the faid folicitor and to . tranfmit to him the papers and 
» evidences rtedeflary. in this bufinefs. The States, in confequence of the 

* faid report, haye now named add authorized John Dumaresq gentleman, 

* conflable of the faid parish of S. Peter to ad for the above- tnentio- 
» ned purposes, and have ordered,, that .the fum of thirty guineas shall 
*> be paid' into his hands^ in fifteen days, by the Conftables, according 
*> to their proportion in the publick rate, and which shall be charged 
•> by them in the account;:<of their refpe&ive parishes, as it hath been 
*> formerly praftifed in the like cafe, the faid perfon, fo authorized, a&ing 
p> by the advice of the other members of the faid Committee, who shall 
» inform the States, from time to time, of the proceedings in this affair, 

* fo important^ to the States and the publick, and of the demands which 

* they may think neceflary for the purpofe, that they may be provided 
» for by fome publick means. » 

The fubjeft of this Petition, appearing to the States to affeft materially 
the privileges of the ifland and the duty and rights of the States in main- 
taining thofe privileges, the States proceeded therein with every ufual and 
prudent formality. On the 31ft. of auguft 1782, the order from the 
fight honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council was laid before 
*he States for their* anfwer. The States, by an aft of that day, lodged 
the Petition and order au greffe, that every member of the States might 
duly weigh the fubjeft and cohfider of the means of deferring with all 
poflible expedition to. their Lordship's faid order* adjourning ac the fame 
time the meeting to the ipth. of feptember, On the *$)th. of feptem- 
ber, the fubjeft came again under consideration before the States, wher* 
it was thought / proper to appoint and authorize the Committee above- 
mentioned to prepare the faid anfwer^ to take into their consideration the 
means of defending the cau(e in question, and to adopt foch meafures as 
would appear to them moil proper for representing the importance. of 
the caufe before his Majefly in Council, This meeting further adjourned 
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«o the pth. of odober, to hear the report of the Committee and finally 
determine thereupon. The Committee made their report accordingly to 
the States* and on the 9th. of odober, they produced the anfwer which 
was approved of. They reported that it was neceffary to raife the fum 
of thirty guineas to be remitted immediately to a folicitor in London, 
and that it was proper to authorize fome perfon to correfpond with the 
faid folicitor, ana to tranfmit to him the neceffary writings and evidences. 
The Slates accordingly, on the 9th. of odober 1782, after full and ma- 
ture confideration of tue fubjed, again ordered the aforeftud fum of thirty 
guineas to be raifed on the different parishes of the ifland according to 
che ancierit and ufual rate thereof, to be paid in the hands of that mem- 
ber of the State who was authorized to correfpond with the faid folicitor^ 
ading with the advice of the faid Committee, and the Committee enjoi- 
ned to inform the States, from time to time, of their proceedings in this 
bufinefs. Such were the meafures and precautions taken with refped to 
the matter here complained of, as pafled in a precipitate manner; and 
here it is moper to inform your Lordships, that the report of a Com- 
mittee of the States is never, on any occafion, lodged au greffe for fur- 
ther confideration, the referrence of any fubjed to a Committee being 
confidered as the fulled inveftigation that can be given to it, and the 
conftant pradice of the States being to proceed on their report, either 
xejeding, amending of admitting the fame* In a very late inffance, ac 
recent as the 2d. of June 1784, a Petition addrefled to General Conway 
was produced to the States by the Committee appointed to prepare it; 
on this occafion an idea was fuggefted by one member to lodge the letter 
au greffe for his further confideration; upon which it was held forth by - 
the r etitioners themfelves, and it was univerfally acknowledged by the 
States and by the King's Procureur, that this delay would militate againft 
the invariable ufage of the States : the Petition therefore was approved , 
of, was figned by the Greffier and tranfmitted to General Conway by 
the Lieutenant Governor, as appears by 'ad of that day. 

With refped to the right of railing money by general rate on the in- 
habitants, for this or any other publick purpofe, the following numbec 
of precedents, traced from the year 1509 to this prefent time, and fup- 
ported by orders in Council, prove that the States of Jerfey have ever 
•held and exercifed the right of raifing money upon the publick or, of 
appointing deputies at the publick expence whenfoever they have found 
it expedient, either for the maintenance of their own rights, the prefer- 
vation of the privileges of the ifiand, the fupport of the jurifdidion, or 
the relief of the inhabitants, in oppofition often to their Governors, Lieu- 
tenant Governors, King's Officers, members of their own body, or indi- 
viduals. 

And here it may next be proper to ftate the confirmation of the an- 
cient right. and powers of the bodies of the States, in the ordinances of 
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Royal commiflioners in the 33 d. year of the reign of queen- Elizabeth 

After the authority and competency of the Jurats of the Royal Court 
are there eftabiished, comes the following article : » it is alfo ordered 
» agreed and declared, that all other caufes of greater weight and irri- 

* portance which concern the faid ifland, and do not touch the fupreme 
» government thereof which is always referved to her Majefty, her heirs 

* and fucceflbrs, and to the Governors appointed from hence, under hei? 
» highnefs her heirs and fucceflbrs, in which the faid Governor may re- 
» ceive the opinion and afMance of the (aid Jurats and States,, shall 
» remain as heretofore from time immemorial in the difpofition of the 
» body of the States of this ifland, which are the 12 Jurats, the xz Mi- 
p» niftexs and the 12 Conftabies, &c. 

By an aft of the 10th. of feptember 1603, the States ordered th« ba- 
lance of cofts of their deputies to England to be collected on the par 
rishes according to the ordinary rate of the ifland. 

On the 28th. of o&ober 160J, a Committee of the States, which had' 
been appointed to prepare an anfwer to a certain commiffion or order 
from the King, laid before the States the articles they have got ready for 
the purpofe, which are approved of. Further direftions and powers. are alfa 
given them on the fubjeft and it. is hereby ordered by the States, thas 
thcexpence and cpfls, made arid to be made by the faid Committee, in 
» execution of the faid commiftion,. shall be levied and, collefted upon the 
» pbblick of the ifland, by the rate arid antient affize, when it shall be 
» required by the faid Committer. » 

In /the years 1605 and 1606, feveral' deputies were fent over to England, 
by the States, to folicit from his' Majefty the grant of Royal Commif- 
fipners, for the purpofe .of reviling and corte&ing the laws, of the ifland, 
and the etf pence of their voyage, their cofts and charges, were all raifed 
on the parishes,, according to the jantient rate of ■ the ifland, as? appears by 
ads of the States of the 10th. January, 10 march, 23d. aprii, 14 June, 
and 19 june 1606, notwithftanding a formal opposition to this from Ph. 
De Caneret King's Procureur, as well to the fendiqg of the deputies as 
to the payment of their cofts on the publipk. Commiflioners yf&e ac«« 
cordingly' granted to this ifland, by a fubfeqtient Order from his, Majefty*, 
dated the Jaft day of auguft 1606. 

The 20th. february 1626, Ph. De Carteret Jurats and Elias, De Caneret 
King's Procureur,: are appointed general attornies and fpecial mefliengers 
of the States to his Majefty, for the recovery of the privifeges of the 
ifland, and the ,Stajtes..pbodrife<m. the: hame : ;cif the inhabitant* ti> defray 
the colts and intereft of their voyage. . ;..:. Ms 

The 9th. tnayy.l66irt&tvSxakee appoint Sir Philip De Garter -fend 
Edward De Cartoret efqoires, ; their deputies to oppofe a duty claimed 
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By the Governor on the goods of Grangers, and the fum of $00 llvrei 
is advanced to them by the publick. 

On the 7th.. may 1662, the fum of 1000 livres is placed in the Bands 
of John Nicolle efquire, for his deputation to England, and is levied by 
the Conftables, by order of the. States, according to the ordinary date of' 
the ifland. 

On the 13th; feptember. 1662, another fum of 600 livres is fent to the 
faid Nicolle. 

On the 27th, february 166$ 9 the States order the fum of one hundred 
crowns to be paid by the Conftables to Edward De Carteret efquire, 
their Deputy. 

On the 10th. augaft 1671, the expence of the Deputies of the States fent 
over to obtain relief from certain orders from his Majefty, amounting to - 
100 livres, is ordered to be paid by the Conftables. 

On the j>tk January 1671, the fum of 500 livres is paid to the fame De* 
puties, for the fame purpofe, and is taken from the duties on wines,, 
granted by Charles II. * 

On the. 4th. june 1672,, the fum of forty pounds fterling is paid to the' 
fame Deputies. 

On the 8th. april 1673! a further fum of 22& livres is paid to the fame, > 
and raifed by publick contributions. . 

In the years 1679 an( * 1680, many difficulties having ariien between Sic 
John Lanier, Governor of the Hland, and the States, with refpeft to the 
right of railing money upon the inhabitants, the following order of Council 
was iflued hereupon, and addiefled to the States:. 

» After our hearty commendation unto you; whereas it doth appear to 
»> us* as well by many former precedents, as by a late representation po- 
*>. der your hands, that it is the antient and ufual cuftom of the iflahd of 
a» Jerfey, to authorize apd depute fome. trufty perfibn cf that ifle to at- 
» tend this board in thev quality of your attorney, and in your behalf,. 
» to (epre&nt (upon occahon) the antient rights and privileges of your 
»> ifle, that doe regard may be. thereunto had. . And whereas it doth 
» likewife appear to us by ihe faid reprefentation, that Sir Edward De 
»•- Carteret Kinght was authorized and deputed by you to attend this board, 
» and in the time of liis* attendance here had expended- Icy eral funis of 
» money, which, being audited and allowed b)r you* to be cjue and payable 
» to the faid Sir Edward De Carteret in fatisfadion of his disbursements 
«> and patns therein, was however hot levied by reafon off- fotae doubts - 
*-• remaining with Sir John Lanier, Governor cif the faid iflahd, concer- - 
» ning the legality' of levying money by general tax for the faid putv 

f»> pofes, till order and diie&ions might be giyen from this board. . . 

p.. 
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<*> We do therefore will and require you to caofe levies to be fortfr-' 
,«§ with made, according to the antient rate and ufe of the (aid ifle, of 
.m fuch moneyes as you have thought fit to allow the faid Sir Edward 
» De Carteret for his great charge and diligent attendance in the faid 
* fervice, and the money fo levied to caufe to be paid without delay to 
» the faid Sir Edward De Carteret, And fo we bid you heartily fare- 
» well from the Council Chamber at Whitehall this 21ft. day of July 1680. 

. » Thus figned and wrote in the original. 

*» (Suferiptions.) •» -.* Your loving Friends, • 

• 

» To our loving Friends . » Finch. » 

;•• the three Eftates of the »Tladnof. » » Arlington. » 

» ifland of Jerfey. » Pjefeat, » Worchefter. » » Bathe. » 

,» L. Jenkins. * » Francis Gwyn, » 

On the 28th. augiift i 6 80, immediately on the reception of the above 
order the fum of 24.44 livres is ordered to be raifed by different means 

on the publiek, and paid to Sir Edward De Carteret the Deputy of the States. 

• 

On the 2d. o&ober 1684, the States order that the expence of prefenting 
t certain Petition to his Majefty shall be taken on the duty of average com- 
monly called the petite coutume, 

^ On the 19th. march 1)584, the fum of 1200 livres is ordered to be l& 
vied by the Conftables according to the ufual rate of the ifland, and 
paid to Sir Philip De Carteret, in order, to folicit the ratification of the 
privileges of the ifland and other, p^blick #dva»tages mentioned in this a&- 

Onthe 2d. february 1687, the Conftables are direfted by the States, to 
pay to Sir Philip De Carteret a.fufther fum of 800 livres to be levied 
according to the lifual rate. 

On the 20th. auguft 1691, an order is given to the Conftables to pay to 
Mefs r . Bandinel, Grandin, and Dumaresq, the fum of 107 pounds 10 scheN- 
lings 7 pence fterling, to be raifed by them on all the parishes of the island 
according to fhe antient aqd accujtomed rate- 

On the 10th. January 1698,. the fum of 12 pounds. is fent to M r . Durell, 
King's Advocate, to pay the expence of prefenting to his Majefly a Pe- 
tition from the States refpeding bills of exchange. 

On the 10th July 1699, the reverend Philip Fall is paid by the Confta- ' 
bles the Aim of ten pounds for his deputation. 

^ On the 29th. feptember 1708 and 30th. feptember 1709, the States peti-.. 
lion his Majefty for the recall of the -officers of the cuftoms, and the 
cofls of this Petition and of the Deputies fent over on that account is 

aid paftly by contributions, and partly oa the pufcUck rate of the island^ 
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On the 12th. July and firft november 1729, The reyefend Thomas Sede 
Having reprefented to the States that he had been inftrumental in obtai- 
ning that the appointment of Dean of the island should be given to a 
native in preference to a ftranger, the States, although they had not deputed 
oc authorized him to incur any expences therein, yet conudering this as a 
point gained in favour of the inhabitants, order the fum of 53 pounds 
8 shillings fterling to be paid him for his cofls by the Conftables, in 
their proportion to the- publick rate of the island* 

In the year 1742, the Conftabies of the two towns and parishes of S; 
Helier and S. Bfelade petitioned his Alajeflv in Council againft certain 
regulations made by the States- refeeding the' publick rate of the island.- 
A copy of the Petition being tranunitted to the States by the Lords of 
the Committee of Council, it was found neceflary to appoint a Committee to 
prepare an anfwer, when four of the Jurats named for the faid Committee 
and the Prefident . refufed . to ad againft- the faid Petition; whereupon, 
four other Jurats were, appointed. The fum of 1400 livres was ordered 
to be taken from the duties on brandies to defend this fuit; which fum 
not being found: fufficient, thfe fame Committee was authorized further to - 
borrow, at intereft, as much as would be neceflary to fupport the pro r 
ceedings of the States on. this occafion againft ^a very powerful oppofl- 
tion in the island, and againft the votes and intereft of feven of their 
own members; all which' appears by ads of the States of the 21ft. and ; 
28th. of december .1742, of- the 23d. July. 1743, and of the pth. of may 
174?. . 

On the 20th. Xeptembe* 1774V the States order the fum of 2f pounds 
fterling to be taken from the fame duties on brandy, and paid to John • 
Le Hardy efquire, in order to perfue the effed of certain Petitions pre- 
fended to his Majefty by the States. . 

On the ioth, december *?44, Thomas Le Breton gentleman, conftable 
of. the parish of S. Peter, is again appointed Deputy of the States, to 
fupport the privileges of the inhabitants againft the pretentions of Lord 
Vifcount Cobham, governor of the ifland,and againft thofe of the King's 
Procureur, and of the King's Receiver, who had obtained the orders of 
Council, which the States confideued and 1 were found afterwards to be 
contrary to the. privileges of the ifland, his Majeflv having been moft gra- - 
cioufly pleafed to* grant them redrefs* The cofts or this profeeutiod, which. 
were very confiderable, were all levied by different means on the publick - 
by fubfequent ads of the States, of 12th. 01 march 1744 and 174 j, of the pth. • 
of may and ift.june 174 j. '. 

On the. 28th^ of odober ^1748^ a complaint having been carried to his ; 
Majefly againft the Royal Court, refpeding their management of the du- 
ties, on brandie$ r and 1 the Royal Court, being Summoned to anfwer to th*; 

Pa- 
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faid complaint, brought che matter before the States, who, in defence o$ 
:the Royal Court, appointed and authorized Ihomas Le Brecon, conftable 
of 5. reter aforefaid, to reprefent the cafe before his Majefty in Council, 
.and ordered the fum of thirty pounds fterling, or more if found neceffary, 
to be raifed for that purpofe upon the faid duties on brandy. 

On the 5th. of July i7ff, the States order the fum of jo pounds (ter- 
ming to be put m the hands df the' faid Thomas Le Breton, by the Con- 
ftables of the island, to anfwer to the fummons obtained by the execti- 
-tors of M". Bartley's will againft him, as Deputy of the State*, without 
prejudice to the payment of the remaining charges of this fuit. 

On the 1 2th- of march 1768, the States appoint and authorize a Com- 
mittee to borrow, at intereft, upon the credit df the duties on brandy, 
the fum of twelve thoufand livres order -money to be applied to the 
building of the Court- houfe. The money was accordingly borrowed and* 
applied as above; this fum was afterwards repaid in fmali portions by 
:means of the annual produce of the faid duties. 

On the 2 ill, of June 1769, Thomas Pipon gentleman, having been 
appointed Deputy of the States to foiicit from Parliament certain points 
for the benent and encouragement of the Newfoundland trade from this 
ifland, and a Committee named to fettle the bufmefs and charges of his 
.deputation, the fum of one hundred pounds fterling is advanced by the 
merchants for this purpofe, and the balance of his account, amounting 
to 108 pounds 16 shehngs 6 ;pence fterling, is ordered to be paid by, 
the Conftables of the ifland. 

On the 1 ft/ december .1770, feveral fum of money are ordered to be 
forthwith levied by the Conftables in their parishes for different purpoffes. 

On the 31ft. of december 1770, the States appoint Thomas Pipon gen- 
tleman, fon of Joshua ( the prefent King's Procureur) their deputy in En- 
gland, at one guinea per day. R 

On the 18th. of July 1772, the Conftables are direded to pay, without 
delay, the fum of ana livres 13 fous 2 deniers for the building of a mar* 
Jcet at S« Aubin'$. 

On the 19th. of oftober 1774, the States order that the expences ad- 
vanced by Mefs rs . Dureil and Goflet on the building of a pork market 
;at S. Helier's, shall be repaid them by the Conftables in die courfe o£ 
& month. 

In the year 177 f (ht inhabitants of the town and parish «of S. HeKer, 
^forming a very large and reputable part of the community of the whole 
■country, reprefenting one firth in the publick rate of the ifland, araongft 
<tfhom are feveral members of the States and of the Royal Court, and 
4>ne of the King's Officers, prefented an iumble Petition and Complaioc 
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*o his lilajeRy fcgtinft the -Scat**, rffpe^ting their marwgeiftjpt-of the; affairs 
of the General Hofpital. Copy of the laid Petition $nd Complaint was 
transmitted to the Slates, and the States returned their anfwer, Op this 
occafion as on the prefent, the States, 1?y their, aft pf the nth. pf odober 
r 77^t proceeded, immediately upon the report of their Committee, no 
'Order the fum of fixty pounds iterling to be paid by the .Conftabies 
into the hands of perfons authorized to. jemit the fame la a fpUcitor in 
England, in order to enable him to maintain the defence of the States 
•before his Atajefty in Council againft the pretentions of the petitioners: 
fuch are the terms of the aft againft, which feveral of the petitioners* pre- 
sent in the States, offered their protdiL This oppofitipn, however power- 
ful and refpedable, did not prevent or invalidate Ihe. meafures taken by 
'the States* The publifik, not only paid the whole expence of this fait, 
but allowed a jbandfome gratification of joo livres to the prefent Ring's 
Procureur for bis pains in preparing the necefiary writing in this buftnels, 
as appears by ad of the States of the 12th. of may 1780; arid it is no 
lefs true than remarkable, that the majority of the piefent petitioners fup- 
ported the States on that occafion, and voted for the tefolutions and pro- 
ceedings of the majority fo immediately xorrefponding with the ad they 
'complain o£ 

By thefe and by various other recorded precedents, by the high au- 
thorities above-quoted and the ufage eftablished, the ^States humbly hope 
it will be proved to the fatisfadion of your Lordships that the States of 
Jerfey have an unqueftionable right of raifing money upon the inhabitants 
wbenfoever it is found expedient ; that the States nave never, in any (in- 
gle inftance, borne, as individuals, expences incurred by them 4s a cor- 
porate body; but that, from time immemorial, the publick of the ifland 
*or fome publick fund or other, have been charged with the cods of 
purftiing or defending what the States have confidered as publick advan- 
tages. 

Anfwer to the $d. article againft the fame aS of the States of the 9th. 

of oStober vj8%. 

The Petitioners further complain, that the majority of the States diet 
not fign their anfwer to the Lords of the Committee of Council, but 
-direded the Greffier to fign it. This objedion is "but of little importance 
and needs but little consideration to be efieftnaily removed The Peti- 
tion which the States had to anfwer on that occafion was, as it is at pre- 
sent, the Petition Of nine individuals againft an aft of the States; and the 
order from the Lords of the Committee was confequemiy direded to the 
-States. A publick aft of the States was the luhjeft of complaint, and 
the corporate body, by whom this ad was made, was ihe respondent. 
An anfwer figned by -any number of the members c<*mld no 'more be 
admitted as trie anfwer of the States, than the feme number could veft* 
ture to authenticate any aft of the States of the iflanck. 
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Therefore tbe Greffier, who is the publick regifter and recorder of tftfe* 
States, by whofe fign manual only any, aft : of the States whatfoever can, 
be authenticated, figned the anfwer;, and in the prefetit inftance, the Sta- 
tes would hold them feives repreh$nfib!e did they return to your Lord- 
ships an anfwer whicb was not the anfwterof the States as your Lordships . 
require, or did they fign, as • individuals, anfwers to queftions put to them, 
as a corporate body. With refpeft to the ufual praftife of the States in. 
limilar Cafes, it cannot well be eftablished by recorded evidence. Yet it 
does not appear upon record that the States have ever proceeded othfer- 
wjfe than in. the prefent inftance. . On the 23d* July 1743, t ^ le anfwer 
of the States to the Petition of the Cor (tables of St. HelierV and Su. 
Brelade's, which' had been prepared by a Committee, is faid to have been . 
approved j of in the States and tranfmitted to Councils . No indication ap- 
pears in this ad df the figning of* the anfwer, and by whom-. The an- 
fwer which the States returned to a Petition of the inhabitants, on the 
14th. of auguft 1773, ' eaves the matter likewife unexplained. But on the 
27th. of July 1780, aad. of february- 1781, ioth..of July* and 31ft. of 
auguft 1782, feveral Petitions, Letters, and Reprefentations of the States 
were figned by the Greffier by. order of the; States, and on the 2d. of 
June 1784, the Greffier figned the Petition which the States prefented to 
General Conway, as prepared by. the King's Procureur, although feveral. 
members of the States itrongly objected to this mode of application ; yet 
it was figned by the Greffier. with the cQnfeqt. of feveq, out of the nine*, 
prefent retitioners* , 

Another part of this article complains that the anfwer was furrepti- 
tipufly , taken away and refufed to the Lieutenant Bailly, by whofe chan- 
nel it stiQuld have been tranfmitted... 

To this charge the States* hav$ to- reply, that the anfwer was .brought 
a$d read publickly . before the States, that it was approved of and figned 
by the Greffier in prefence of the affembly # that it was then returned to 
t^e ConlUble of Sv Peter's, who was charged by order of the States to 
tranfmit it to Council, and' that the anfwer was immediately fent over, 
and that all this was done in an. open- and nota furreptitious manner, 
But it feems inconfiftenr, that, the Lieutenant Bailly should, complain of 
not having this aniwer to examine, :when he, had refufed attending the 
Committee appointed to prepare, ic, as it was his duty. . There he would 
have had an opportunity* not only ..of "examining, but of controverting 
every part of it; and for what purpofe the Lieutenant Bailly was fo anxious 
to have the, transmitting of this anfwer of the States againft which he had 
taken a decided, parr, it is not eafy v to. imagine; for on the 23d- of Ja- 
nuary 1782^ having palled together fix of the k Cctnftable? in a private 
foora, he had declared his fentinients on the matter, and frtnonftrated to 
them on the point which was to. be debated, and which has made the fut^ 
je# of the comptaiut and anfwer inqueftlon.^ 
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%njwer to the 4th 4 . article! 
The Petitioners here complain that the refped and defer eoce, which am 
<due to the Lieutenant Bailly, have been* on feveral occafions, mod grofsly 
violated. To this general charge the States can have ,but a general an- 
fwer to give, viz : that they .have not been wanting in refpeft to the 
Lieutenant Bailly, on any occafion, nor have been ^witnefe to the grofe 
violation of it which is here complained of ; but, as it is not explained to 
what degree the Lieutenant Bailly expefts a deference frora^ thirty five mem- 
bers of a corporate body, the States may poflibly have given him offence 
-in this refpeft, for they will freely confefs that they have often feen many 
^members of the States differ in opinion with the Lieutenant Bailly, al- 
though he takes care to give them an opportunity of knowing his fen? 
timents on every fubjeft, before their opinion is taken. Yet it may not 
be itnproper to remark that the Lieutenant Bailly would have little rea- 
fon to complain on this head, had he more refped for the high and im- 
portant office he fills, and did he not often defcend from its dignity by 
fevere and contemptuous reflections, fo me times on the whole body of the 
States, fometimes on individual members, by unbecoming comparifons of 
family and fortune, by taking a decided part in every conteft, and by 
'refufing to put to the votes of the States every meafure which does not 
meet with his approbation. As a proof of this, the States humbly beg leave 
to refer your Lordships to a Petition figned by eighteen members of the 
^States, now before his Majefty in Council. 

Anjwer to the $th. article againji the u& of the 30th. oBobcr tj8x; 

By this aft the Centenier of the parish of S. Martin, who was fummo- 
•ned to attend the States, is declared not duly qualified, and the Conftable 
:is ordered to attend. The aft is as follows: 

» The Centenier of the parish of S. Martin, having prefented himfelf 

*» to affift at the States, as reprefentative of the faid parish, the States 

*» have judged that the Conftable is obliged to aft in the afiembly of 

•■• the States, until another Conftable be morn in his (lead, and that for 

» asmuch as he is properly the reprefentative of the faid parish, until 

» he be replaced by rne oath of another, the law admitting of no in- 

» terregnums in the office of Conftable, and riot accepting the Centeniers 

» in their dead, but in cafes of indifpofition of the Conftable, abfence 

-•> from the ifland, or other fuch like impediment, which always fuppofes 

•*» that the Centeniers have a chief. Wherefore they have judged the af- 

■» fembly incomplete and incapable of proceeding to publick buGnefs; 

» and it has teen ordered that M r . Nic. Richardfon, conftable of the 

* faid parish, shall be fummoned to attend at the next States, » 

. The ftate of the queflion is therefore, whether a Centenier can fit in 
the States as reprefentative of a parish in any other capacity than as .the 
fubftitute of the Conftable; or whether a. Conftable can rep relent his pa- 

L.-J 
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rjsh in the States for any term- longer than, three yeairtj or until he be> 
replaced by the oath or appointment of another ? Here it is proper to ? 
obferve to. your Lordships, that between, two articles of the code of laws; 
of the ifland there, appears a manifeft contradidion. The one is * that 
» the Conftables shall attend the States inperfon, and the Centeniers shall* 
» not be admitted in their ftead, but in caies of indifpofition, abfence from* 
» the ifland, or other fuch liice impediment. .»• The other,. » that the Con- 
»> ftabies shall not continue in office longer than three years, after which i 
» term the King's Officer shall apply to the Court, to order another elec-- 
» tion according to ufage* » 

By this laft article, the office of Conftable is limitted to thlree years:; 
yet no application is to be made to the Court for a new eledion till, 
that term is expired, during which fpace, and until another Conftable. is, 
fworn the parish muft remain without a chief of police, and without a 
reprefemative. . By the firft article, on the other hand, it is evident the- 
law prefumes the office of Conftable to be conftantly. filled in every 
parisn; it allows the Centeniers to be, in certain cafes, the fubftitutes of 
the Conftable; but it clearly admits of no interregnum in the office. It 
is therefore reafonable to understand, that the Conftables are replaced in 
their office by the oath or appointment of their fucceflbrs; and that this 
is the fpirit of the law, and was the views of the Iegiflator, is evident from 
the ancient and immemorial, ufage with which the fir ft mentioned arti- 
cle exaftly correfponds, and to which the laft article alludes. Before * 
the year 1770, the Conftables remained in office until they thought pro- 
per to ask their di (charge, and in no , li.ngle infance did it ever happen • 
-that a parish was without a Conftable*, 

The States are alfo in this article accufed of having ufurped a judicial 1 
power; how far this accufation is founded, will appear to your Lordships ; 
by the fame ancient and impiemoriable ufage which is applicable to every 
part of this queftion. . 

By an aft of thfe States, as. remote as the fth: of July IJ97, it is de- 
clared, thait » forasmuch as the Conftables, who have been atready long 
» continued in their office, had heretofore, asked of the States to be 
» difcharged, and the States had promifed to give them aft anfwer there- - 
» upon, and having conGdered their good adminiftration for the part, for 
•» which . notwithftanding they receive no falary, and that it would not 
» be reafonable always to continue them without fome relaxation, have 
» ordered that the faid Conftables, shall make. choice and nomination of 
». two pertons of their parish,- by the majority of the votes of thepa^ 
». rishionett, whotn they shall preterit the fatiirday after n£Xt' JMichaeltnas, 
m one of.wfcomidttlblree contioite three 

». years, oAr condition of being. afterward? discharged if he asks it.-* 

Oa the tfth. of feptembet' itffctf; 'Richard ; Dutnar«q is' permitted, by 

tha 
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the States, to accept the office of Conftable of S. Helier, On conditio! 
of being difcharged from it at the end of two years. 

Another aft of the States, dated the 18th. of may s68j,is as follows* 

* To remedy an abafe that prevails in confcquence of fome of the Con* 

* names' imagining that a part of the afliftance which they owe to die Sta- 
«• ces might be fuppiied by the Centeniers of their parishes! whenever they, 
» chufe to fend them; tte States of the ifland, tius day aflembled in « 
m body j having found it expedient to declare, that for the future none 
» of the Conftables shall be exempted from giving their perfonal afliftao- 
.•» ce to the States, without due and lawful excufej of which the State* 
•» shall then judge. » 

And, on the 31ft. of July 1770, the foltonring vegulatbns, sefbe&ng 
the Conftables, Centeniers and Vinteniess, was enacted by the States! 
» At the requeft of the honourable Rudolph Bentinck, commander in chief 
» and Lieutenant Governor of this ifland, the States, conformable to an- 
» tient ufbge and to the power given to the States by the ordinance* 
» of the Royal commifDoners, under the reign of Elizabeth of happ/ 
•> memory, to fix the duration of Conftables, Centeniers and Vingteniers, 
» have ordered that the Conftables, Centeniers and Vioteniers shall not 
» exercife for the future their office longer than three years, unlefs they 
»» shall be ele&ed afresh, and that they confent to it; and (hat after 
» the faid offices shall have been exercifea for that period, the King's Officet 
w shall apply to the Court, who shall order a new ele&ion to the faid 
•» offices of Conftable and Centenier, according to ufagej and that the 
» Vinteniers shall not be exempted, after having ferved in that quality* 
» from ferving as Conftable's Officers if they are nominated to it. » 

By thefe and feveral other a£b of this nature, it is evident the States 
are competent to judge of the qualification and attendance of their owrt 
members; and until the vear 1708 (when the encroachment of the Court 
on the prerogative of the States became frequent) the Conftables were 
fworn before the States of the ifland, and not before the Royal Court a$ 
they are at prefect, which appears by the z&s of the States of the <$tb. of fep- 
tember 1606, sad. of July 1673, 13th, ofauguft 1691* 20th. of march 1693, 
ill. of november 1697, 04th. of novembef 1706, and 4th. of march 170*/* 

From this charge and imputation, it is therefore humbly hoped, the 
conduft of the States is fufficiently juftified; and with regard to their 
manner of understanding thefe two articles of the law (perhaps irreconci- 
ieable in themfelves ) the States have to reprefent to your Lordships, that 
they have given the law that confiru&ion which appears to them the 
moft reafonabte, the cleared and the lead liable to abufe and inconve- 
niency to the puWick ; and they have therein recurred and attended to 
ancient ufage and precedents, by which they are fupported in the fulleft 
manner; and that they find the new law, however inexplicit, refers to 
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that ancient ufage; and that it is further exprefsly declared in the laft it* 
tide of the code of laws : » It is underflood not to derogate in any man- 
it ner from the privileges, rights, immunities, franchifes or liberties gran- 

.» ted to this i (land by his Majefty and bis Predeceffbrs, nor alter or in* 
m Validate the ordinances or laws eftablished by Royal authority and tiot 
• recalled, although fuch privileges, rights, immunities, feanchifes, liber- 

••» ties, or laws, Jte not inferred or brought into this, codfe. » 

If therefore the States have held by Royal grant,' and have exercifed 
from time immemorial (as it is hereby plearly proved ) the privilege of 
determining on the qualifications of their own members; fuch a privilege, 
as well as all other rights, remain and are confirmed by this claufe in 
their full force ancj virtue. 

It is undoubted, that the article of the law, which limits the duration 
of the Conftables* office, took its origin in the aft of jthe States of the 
31ft. of July 1770 above-mentioned* which, in order to reform the abufe 
of the Conftables' remaining in pffice often for life, fixed its duration to 
a given time, without intending to deprive the parishes of their true re- 
prefentatives, or to fufpend for a moment the police of the ifland, without 
which, the good order of fociety could no longer fubGft'. For inftance; 
in the year 1770 the office of the Conftable and of the two Centeniers of 
the parish of S, John, and that of the Conftable and of the two Cen- 
teniers of S. Mary's expired the fame day, as appears by ad of the Court 
of the ^thJofaugqft 1770 which orders a new ele&ioft in both parishes* 
In the interim and until new officers were fworn, the queftion is, by 
whom were thefe two parishes to be reprefented in the publick affembly 
of the States, and under whofe dire&ion was the peace and good order 
to be obferved in thofe parishes, if thole officers had been confidered as 
fiifcharged at the end 02 three years. 

But admitting that the States had fallen into £n erfor on this points 
which can by no means be granted, can it be fuppofed that th? Royal 
Court would have led the States into an error and then turned out their 
accufers? that the Royal Court sjhould have laid down a fyftem for a 
.number of years, and only abandon that {Vftem to criminate ' the followers 
of it? It cannot be credited. The faft'is thfc : the R&yal Cburt fo'weft 
knew and underflood the fpirit of the law at the .time it was eftablished, 
and for many years after, that eveiy .aft, ifihed from the Royal Court . 
for a new eleftion of Conftable from (the year 1770 to the month of oc- 
jtober 1779 without a (ingle vajiarion, is not only agreeably to this prin- 
ciple, but expreffive of the rule which the States have, obferved in this 
refpeft, as may be feen by the following ads, viz, of the 12th. of fe- 
bruary, and 31ft. of July 1774* of the 23d. of feptember* 177 j, of the 
13th. of June, 20th. and 21ft. of feptember 1776, of the 15th. of march 
1777, of the 2d. of may and 17th. oftober J778, «nd of the 30th, of 
fcbruary n79« 
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Each of thefe afts contains the following word?. .» It appearing that**";? 
t> Conftable of the parish of*.,., has exercifed the faid office three years 
*» conformably to the ordinances, it is ordered, at the inftance of the 
*> King's Procureur general, that there shall be, on faturday next, an eleC* 

* tion in the faid parish to replace the faid office ; to which efleft 

to Jurat is authorized to collefl: the Vptes and ftiftrages of the people ih 
*> the faid • parish, and to fignify to the perfon Who shall be elefted to 
•» appear before -juftice faturday next, in order to -be fwdrn into the faid 
*; office; after which the faid late Conftable shall remain difcharged from it. * 

It is not immaterial here to obferve, that the firft time the Royal Court 
changed the wording of their ads, was immediately after their arbitrary 
rejedion of the Conftable of S. Bteladei and their appointment of a Cen- 
tenier in the States; the confiftency of which wa$ i)ot eafy to reconcile 
wiih the .afts afoove- mentioned, until the laft ciaufe . was removed. 

As a further explanation of the ufage in this refpeft, the following 
precedents will shew that the States have obferved the fame rule under 
the like circumftances. 

On the 23d. of oftober 1778, M. Charles Mafrttf, Conftable of the pa- 
rish of Trinity, ifras admitted to the^ States as rcprefentative of the (aid 
parish> notwithftanding the pretended difch&rge froftft the Royal Court was 
given on the 17th. of the faid month of o&ober, by which an elec- 
tion was ordered in the faid parish. The new Conftable was not fworn to 
the office until the 12th. or november following. 

/ On the 20th. of o&ober 1779, Id, John Filleal, Conftable of the pa- 
rish of S. Clement, attended the States as reprefenrative of the faid pa- 
rish notwithftanding the fame pretended difcharge from the Royal Court, 
on the 1 6th. of the fame month of o&ober* The new ele&ed Conftabte 
took the oath of office on the 3<xh, 

•On the 20th. oftobef 1779, before- Mentioned, Sf. fatnarcfce, Confta- 
ble of S. Helier's fat in the States as reprefentative of the faid parish 
hdtwithftanding the election for a Conftable in thtf faid parish had beet* 
ordered by the Court the day before* 

And on the ayth, of the faid month of o#ober, the fame 4 ConftaSfe of 
S. Clement's and S. Helier's were again admitted in the States as reprefen- 
tatiyes of their refpeftive parishes, although the three years of their of- 
fice had been expired fome time, their fucceflbr* not being fwbrn till 
the 30th- qfqftober and ijtlfc or november following; and all this witJ&- 

. out - the_leaft oppofition or hint of impropriety from any one member 

.of the States. . \ 

. Ooe,(ttgte.jnftancei;occuf$^w^^ i .GMtctfef was admitted in the 
States in a fittiation fimifar to the. Iprefent, .arid * that <was on the 3d 4>f 
november 177^ when JML John Le Oeyt, Centenier of the parish of S* 
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Helier was fummoned to attend; and that the cafe was unufual was clearly 
proved by the States' making a fpecial ad to admit him. The face 
is this : General Conway had on a former day laid before the States a 
motion for the eftabiishment of duties on rum and gin. The 3d. of novem~ 
ter 1779 was the day appointed to determine on that important fubjed; 
and General Conway's departure from Jerfey was iixt for the following 
day. M. William ratriajche, the old Conftable, had been warned as ufual 
to attend the States by order of the Lieutenant Bailly, but M. Patriarche 
refuGng to attend for fome particular reafons, and^ the officer reporting 
4he fame, the Lieutenant Bailly ordered the Centcnier to be fummoned! 
The Centenier appeared accordingly, and the States, in order to determine 
on thfe proportion, in Gsner4 Conway's prince, admitted the Centenier 
as is ' above-mentioned, 

In short, what makes the, conduft of the States beyond doubt legal and 
irreprehenfible on this point is, that a fimilar inftance has already appea- 
red before his Majefty in Council, when die States, by their aft of the 
13th. of march 1779, declared that the Conftable of the parish of S» 
Breiade ought to have appeared in the States, and that the Centenier was 
doc duly qualified to* « eprefent the.foid parish. The Court ftrongly op* 
pofed the meafure, and wheq the matter was carried before his Majefty 
in Council, the Royal Court, who was fffppndent i« %kk Aiit> concluded 
their anfwer \>y thi$ prayer ; 

» Th»t it will appear to his Majefty and to yoor Lordships, expedient 

p to direft, that the *& patted in the States on the 13 th. of march 1779* 

^ by the Petitioners, be m)ll and void; and that from henceforth, the 

•» Receivers of his Majefty *s revenues in this ifland be difqualified from 

*» holding any civil employment with the office of Receiver, and ftri&ly 

♦> enjoined not to interfere nor take part, in any ele&ion to any civil 

m office whatfoever \n the ifland, or other *patt$r regarding the civil go* 

9 vernement. ** 

a Oa this occafion the States and the Royal Court were heard by Coun- 
cil before the Lords of the Committee; and the report which their Lo^d* 
ships were pleafed to make, inftead of annulling the faid aft of the Sta- 
tes of the 13th. of march 1779, and Cenfu ring the States for rejefting 
the Centenier and calling in the Conftable of S, Brelade's; inftead of dt£ 
qualifying the KingV Receiver from holding any civil office, and laying* 
fiim under the reftraint to ardently prayed for, was : » that, it may be 
m advifeable for your Majefty to declare, that the office of Conftable and 
» representative of a parish is not incompatible with the office of Re- 

» ceiver of his Majefty 's revenues in the ifland, of Jerfey. »- Thq 

report was confirmed by his M&jefty's mod gracious order in- Council, 
{bearing date the i8th. of may 1781. 

Under the fandion therefore of this his Majefty's order ip Council, aoc| 
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the authority of an ancient and immemorial tf&gey the States fubmit their 
proceeding in this matter to your Lordships, confident of having adopted 
that fyftem which is lead liable ro abufe and inconveniency, and beft fill* 
ted to the principles of the conflitution of the -ifland. 

Anjwer to the 6th. and laft fpecific article f complaining of efforts made for 
changing the method of holding and convening the States. 

In the month of auguft 1782, a motion was made by a member, pro- 
poGng fome rules for the meetings and adjournments of the States. This 
motion was read, after which it was lodged au greffe, but it had bean 
neither debated, put to the votes, or palled into an aft. If the(e^e the 
efforts which the Petitioners venture to impute to the States, the cafe of 
the States will be arduous indeed; for it will not be in their power to 
juftify opinions which they have not given, nor account for what does 
not exift; and if the Petitioners mean any other efforts, they have not come 
to the knowledge of the States; but it is extraordinary that the Petition . 
nets should think it necefiary to trouble his ftfajefty with this imaginary 
tranfgreilion, and leave unimpeacbed feveral b&s of die State?, afieding the 
method of holding and convening the States, particularly that of the 19th. 
of feptelnber 178a (agreed to indeed by the major part of the Petitio- 
ners themfelves) and now actually in force in the ifland* The ad is this; 

» The States taking into their conGderation the irregularities wjhich of 
9 late have happened in the manner of convening their aflembly, and 
•• fbrefeeing the ill confeqpences that might arife therefrom to tne pu- 
tt blick in general and to the members themfelves, have determined to 
» order, that for the future, as foon as the order for calling the States 
w is fignified to the Denonciator, he shall deliver or caufe to be deli- 
> vered at the houfe of every member or to fiich members Jo perfon, a 
m ticket mentioning the day of the month and hour of their meeting. » 

By this aft, the States pafea centre, and with igftat reafon, on the 
irregularities committed* in the method of calling the States together, and 
they reform the abufe; but it is not the aft complained of; for the Pe- 
titioners in this cafe would complain of what they have voted for. This 
aft no doubt alters the mode ,pf ceovewng the States. Yet it is acknow- 
ledged by the Petitioners, as well as by the States in general, to be of 
great utility, and it is ftridfy obferved accordingly. 

Thus far the States confider the Petition to require theitf fpecific an- 
fwers. The fubfequent articles contain no direft or explicit charge; but 
they bear the blacked die of malicious informations. In general terms the 
States are accufed *» of afting with a fpirit of party, faction and refent- 
IP merit; cf masking the truth; of endeavouring to fpread abroad and 
* foment the fame fpirit] of faftion, and of favouring particular Views of 
w power and intejeJflt in the difcharge of their publick duty. » The body 
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of the Clergy in general terms alfo are loaded with the mod opprobrious 
accufations » of throwing oft the cloak of peace, of abandoning their 
•> flocks, and of degrading the fanftity of their charafter by an unwaf- 
t» rantable conduft. » To thefe difgraceful terms of unmerited reproach, 
the States cannot turn, without the utmoft concern. Confcious of ha- 
ving difcharged their duty with zeal, attention and perfeVerance, of ha- 
v ving employed their time, their efforts and abilities to the fervice of the 
publick, without the leaft profpeft of emolument, and of having ever had 
in view the peace, welfare and happinefs of their follow fubje&s, acquit- 
ting themfelves alfo in the different Gtuations of life they are placed, 
agreeably . to the; laws* and order of fociety : it is more than ufually fe- 
vere%o be treated one and all, indiscriminately, with fo much afperky, 
And wheft.iris confidered that thofe loofe and undignified afperfions flov 
f from the hearts of men who hold the facred truft of adminiltring juftice 
with the pureft and ftri&eft ira partiality; who carry in one band the branch 
of peace and harmony, and in the other the inftrument of calumny, the 
charge becomes ferious, and the innocent muft look for protection. ?n 
the great wifdom and juftice of their moft gracious Sovereign therefore, 
'the States firmly and confidently rely; and to your Lordships' great juftice 
-and impartiality they fubmit every part of their conduct and the pro- 
priety of fuch vague imputations,- agaihft which no guard is provided, 
no means of defence given; afluring your Lordships at the fame time, 
in the moft folemn manner, that neither thefe nor any other reproaches, 
however fevere and undeferved, shall be able to create in the States that 
-fpirit of faftion or refentment of which they ftand accufed, nor make thepu 
(.depart from, that flrid and upright line of duty for which they are aij- 
. fwerable to their Country,, to their I£ing and to God, That on the con- 
..traiy, the State; will ever be ready (as. their predeceflbr$ have jfreen, be- 
fore them) to ufe every exertion and ,to facrifice eveiy . intefeft to the 
, eftablishmeflt and preferyation of good order, to the due 'observance of 
the laws, and the maintaining and enforcing the juft and legal authority 
* of the jurifdldibri :iii the iflaiid of Jerfey.* 

; •*?<+' <*&*' o><* ^«>^<e- ^e»^>.<c? *^y*tf+- «Jr*«>**M«>' ^^-^' <e-fe^- 
The States'* Anfiver to the Petition of the 0q- inhabitants. 

To the right hdnourable the Lords of \ the .Committer of Council for the affairs 
•. • ' of Jerjey ,and ijuernfey/ ~ 

My LoRbs,- 




T . • " - 

J n obedience to an order from the right. honourable the Lord* of the 
Committee of Council for the affairs of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the 
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isotli.day of may 1783, dife&ing the States of the ifland of Jerfey to 
return their anfwer in writing to a petition of feveral inhabitants; and alfo 
in obedience to his Majefty's mod gracious order in Council, bearing 
date the 23d. of april 1784, the States having duly confidered the fub- 
jeA of the faid petition, humbly beg leave to return the following anfwer 
to your Lordships. 

The matter of complaint reds, wholly on this point : that the States; 
by their aft of the ptji. of oftober 17^2, ordered the fum of thirty gui- 
neas to be raifed on the publick to defray the expence of laying before 
his Majefty in Council the anfwer which the States were dire&ed, by an 
order from the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council, 
to return to the petition of the Lieutenant Bailly and feveral Jurats of 
rhe Royal Court. 

As this fame fubjed of complaint is contained in a petition and repre- 
fentation of the Lieutenant Bailly and feveral Jurats ot the Royal Court; 
the anfwer to which is now tranfmitted to your Lordships, in obedience 
to the orders before- mentioned; and as this point is therein fpecifically 
anfwered by the States in the fulled and molt ample manner, the States 
conceive it will not be neceflary to trouble your Lordships with a re- 
capitulation of the number of precedents, afts of States, orders of Council 
and other evidences which are there quoted at length, The States there- 
fore humbly prefume to refer your Lordships to their anfwer to the fe« 
cond article of complaint contained in tb£ faid petition and reprefentation 
of the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Court, by which the 
States humbly hope it is proved, to the fatisfa&ion of your Lordships, 
jthat tJM States ot Jerfey, by their constitution, by Royal authorities and 
by an ancient and eftabiished ufage, have an unqueftionable right of rai- 
ling money upon the inhabitants for occasional purpofes, whenever it ig 
found expedient ; that the States have never in any fingle inftance borne, 
&s individuals, expences incurred by them as a corporate body, but that 
from time immemorial the publick of the ifland, or fotne publick fund 
or other, have been charged with the cods of purfuing or defending what 
ihe States have confidered as publick advantages* 

The States cannot avoid however taking notice of the opprobrious lar> 

fuage in which they are accufed of fubjefting the property of the inha- 
itants to their caprice. If an aft of the States; thus pafled in confe- 
rence of a j>cwer yrhicb the States have uninterruptedly ezercifed,. and the 
•efleds of which mud neceflarily affed them materially as men of the firft 
property in the ifland, is tofrfad with fo harsh an* appellation, it cannot 
bqt be concluded that this petition is didated by the anitoofity of party, 
land .that it is rhe fuggeftiori of parfons who" are moft of them conneded 
jcvith the Magiftrates of the Royal Court. 

TThat difputes have arifeij and unforamately &U 4 fubfift in the State*, 
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the Petitioners rightly, obferye; but in what thefe.difputes originate, tfh^ 
'ther in the claim of hitherto unheard-of powers and diftinftions by thp 
Lieutenant Bailly and fome of the Jurats of the Royal Courts io a total 
disregard of thole deareft rights, without the enjoyment of which the 
*exiftence of the States as a legiflative body would be of little oc 
no ufe to this country, or, as it has been falfely insinuated, in the violence 
of party- zeal and refentment, his Majefty will, in his great wifdom, de- 
teimifce on the various fads and evidence before your Lordships. 

With refpeft to the charge of informality urged againft the States, for 
not having, as it is pretended, given the fubjeft in quefhonthe time for con- 
federation required by his Majefty's order in Council of the 28th, of march 
1771, the Petitioners mull have no doubt been extremely ill informed, or 
they muft be guided in this accufation by motives little xeconcileable to 
candour or juftice. 

The petition of the lieutenant BaiWy and Jurats before-mentioned, with 
the order of the Lords of the Committee of Council thereupon, were laid 
before the States on the 31ft, of auguft 1782, and duty lodged 2 au greffe for 
the eonfideration of every member of the States ; the matter way taken 
up by the States on the 19th, of feptetnber following; then, fot farther 
and more mature deliberation, it was referred to a Committee, the report 
of which was brought before the States on the ipth. of o&ober 1782, 
when they finally determined on the fubjed according to the conftant and 
invariable forms and ufage in fimilar cafes. There was no fign of pre- 
cipitancy j the utmoft coolnefs and deliberation marked every ttep of the 
bufinefs, and a more confiderable time was given than that which is 
prescribed by his Majefty's order in Council of the 28th. of mar Alt 77 r« 
If it be meant by the 09 Petitioners, that the report of the Cc/mmittee 
*was not lodged au grefie for fourteen days, a continued feries of prece- 
dents, from the date of his Majefty's order in Council of 1771 before- 
mentioned to this prefenr time, will shew that the States have always 
proceeded to the determination of every propofition, immediately on the 
teport of the Committee, and no fingle inftance to the contrary cam 
poffibly be adduced* 

The following are the dates of the reports of Committees approved of 
end proceeded upon by the States immediately on the day they were 
brought up, authenticated copies of which are herewith tranfmitted for 
your Lordships* infpe&on, viz : June the ift. and 29th. i77r;— 13th, 
of february, 18th, of July and ift. of auguft 1772 J— <fch. of October 
2 773 5— 30th. of July 1774;- 18th. and 26th. of ftptember and nth. 
of odober 177*; — 26th. of feptember, nth, of o&ober and 3d. of may 
1776; - 22d. 0/ november 1777;- ^ of m *y * n d 23d. of o&ober 1778;— 
6th. and 27th. of april 1779;- l8 «h. of march, 21ft. of april, 22d. and 
27th. of july 1780;- 2i(h of april 1781J- 3d. april and 9th. of ofto- 
ber 1782;— 31ft; of july 1783, aad the ad, of June 178^ 

II 



Digitized by 



Google 



("3) 

It is admitted that one of the Conftables (the Conftable of S. Lao** 

tens) defired to confulc his conftituents; but this wish was exprefied only 

on the day the report of the Committee was brought up, without any 

intimation on the former days, when the bufinefs was beifore the States* 

It is not therefore unfair to conclude, that this was done only with a 
view of retarding the matter, the faid Conftable having had ample time 
to confult them, if he had thought proper, in the interval between the 
day on which the proportion was nrft laid before the States, and that 
on which they determined upon it. With refpeft to the duty faid to 
be incumbent on the Conftables to confult their parishes, we beg leave 
limply to refer your Lordships to his Majefty's mod gracious order in 
Council of the 28th. of march 1771 before-mentioned, by which it is 
exprefly declared, that the Conftables may confult their parishes, it they 
judge it neceflary. It is alfo here obferved, that the ad was palled not- 
withftanding the oppofition of fome of the members, as if it were fur- 
prifing that the greater number of an aflembly should carry a motion 
againft a lefler. A contrary event might juftly alarm every well wisher 
to his country. 

With a view no doubt of degrading the States in the eyes of his Ma* 
jefty, and of cafting an odium on the due exerfcife of the authority ves- 
ted in them of levying money for publick purpofes, the States are next 
called a fubordinate aflembly. The legal knowledge . of the Petitio- 
ners cannot extend far when they venture to ftile fubordinate an aflem- . 
T>ly in which the whole legiflative power of this country, under his Ma- 
Majefty in Council, refides. The fears the Petitioners exprefs, and the 
danger they feem to apprehend, of the invafton of their property from 
views of inters ft, and ambition of ufurpation and abufe of power, are 
the means by which fixty nine perfons vainly, it is prefumed, attempt to 
gain their favourite end of annihilating the juft authority of the States, 
an authority which many former and ancient precedents prove to have 
been exerted againft the incroachments of defigmng men, for the welfare 
and relief of the inhabitants of this country, and in fuch a manner as 
has frequently met with the approbation of their Royal Mafters. And that 
the prefent Mates have been as religioufly attentive to the fupport of the 
people's rights, and have conducted themfelves, in the late unfortunate dis- 
putes, in a manner fatisfa&ory to the publick at large, the Petition of 
one thoufand and thirty fix of the molt refpeftable and independent men 
of this ifland, by their fituation and property, bears ample teftimony. 
Such a confiderable part of the community, greatly exceeding the few^ 
whofe connexions with the Magiftrates have led them into the fatal error 
of accufing their proteftors, rather than the invaders of their property, 
mud convince his Majefly* of the definterefted views of the States, and 
that the right they have exercifed on this occafion is not complained of 
by thofe whom it moll concerns^ Were the States aduated by moti~ 

ft 
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\re$ o( intereft, intereft would hardly prompt them to lay burdens on them- 
selves; and as to the insinuation of ambitious projeds, little credit wili 
he paid to them if it be confidered in what moderate and forbearing 
manner the States have hitherto borne, for the fake of forwarding pu- 
blick bufinefs, the inveftives which the minority of their affembly has 
often illiberally bellowed upon them, without the leaft regard to decency, 
or the refpeft due to the firft corporate body in the ifland. 

The only argument alledged by the Petitioners in fupport of their opi- 
nion on the inefficiency of the power of the States to raife money, is 
founded on an order of his Majefty in Council of the 20th, of april 1774, 
by which his Majefty thought proper to annul an impot eftablished by 
an ad of the States on certain commodities imported in the ifland, thereby 
corifitfming the orders and regulations of King Henry VII. This argu- 
ment is by no means applicable to the prefent cafe, nor can any com* 
parifon be made between the two inftances. The ad of the States, Co 
wifely abrogated by his Majefty, imppfed a duty on rum and geneva, 
which duty was intended, without the fandion of his Majefty, to operate 
on the property of the inhabitants for ever. 

This extent of power, to which your Majefty fo properly deemed the 
States incompetent, is widely diiCmilar from the right claimed by the 
States from immemorial cuftom and ufage, of levying occafional Aims 
Of money for immediate and temporary purpofes, and as the good of 
the ifland may require, fuch contributions being the exigencies of die 
moment and ceaung with the objed for which they are raifed, ant} - 
without which this country might be expofed to various dangers, loiTes 
stnd calamities* 

To remedy evils which exift only in the imagination of 6$ inhabitants, 
a prayer is preferred to his Majeftjr, big with the mod fatal confequence^ 
and fubverfive of the very foundation of the legiflative affembly. 

Ode of the objeds of the prayer, is, that the States may not in fu- 
ture order any fum or fums of money to be raifed on the inhabitants 
without his Majefty's approbation being firft obtained, except for the irn- 
ittedfatt defence of the ifland and the tribal and ordinary exigencies which 
the taaiAtenance of the poor, and the particular interefts of the ifland may 
tedder absolutely neceffary. This pare of the prayer is fo general and 
iequivocal that it Wtfold teem as if the Petitioners combated their own 
principles and intteated his Majefty to admit a right which they will not 
allow id the body of their Petition. The Petitioners wish the States to 
have tht liberty of raifmg money on the inhabitants for the particular 
intereft of the inhabitants; and fujely the particular intereft of the ifland 
was never more immediately concerned than when the States, by their ad 
complained* of, flood forth in the fupport of the freedom of eledions, 
l£e moft precious privilege of the people. But the States do not ap- 
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prehend that their gracious Sovereign will, upon the Petition of 69 pern 
ions, deprive them of a right acknowledged heretofore by Royal autho- 
rity, and enjoyed by their predeceflbrs uninterruptedly from tune irame* 
xnorial. 

Another ohje<ft of the prayer is, that in the cafes above-mentioned, 
no aft shall have the force of law without the concurrence of the ma- 
jority of the three Eftates refpeftively ; it is difficult to conje&ure upon 
what principles of policy or reafon, the Petitioners have ventured to make 
this extraordinary prayer. No good purpole. could it poffibly anfw»r, and 
to many pernicious and fetal confequences would it certainly lead, -should 
it be in the power of the majority of one third to obftruft, and indeed 
intirely flop the proceedings of the whole. A door would neceflarily be 
opened to numberlefs difienfions, arifing from the difficulties of paffing 
into a law what might be of infinite importance to the publick, yet con- 
trary to the views or intereil of a few members. And when it is confi- 
dered, that the Jurats of the Royal Court, who are veiled with the ju- 
dicial power, fotm one third of .the legislative aflembly, it is not uncan- 
did to fiiggeft that a power to flop the functions of the legiflature, would 
throw fuch an additional weight into the fcale of -their already extenfive 
authority, as would be truly alarming and dangerous to the liberties of 
this ifland. 

The laft part of the prayer tends to oblige the Conflables to confulc 
their conftituents on -the fame fufeje&s. The xetitionew here, in their zeal 
to contrad the authority of the States, feem to lofe fight of their own 
weight and intereft. For k is fupely diminishing the confequence of the 
people in the general aflembly of the States* to check or to leflen that 
of their Reprefentatives. Obliged to consult their conftituents, the Con- 
flables would find themfelves reduced to a (late inferior to that of the 
two other branches of the legiflature, whofe opinions are not liable to 
the controul of the people. Inftead of following the di&ates of theic 
own judgments* in matters brought before die States* and holding that 
dignity which as delegates of the people they ought to poflefs, they would 
find themfelves converted into mere vehicles of the fentiments of their 
refpedive parishes. If any one body of the States were entitled to any 
preeminence of authority over the others, it would furely feem more con- 
sonant to found policy, and the -wishes of the people, that the Coafia- 
bles should acquire" that .preeminence, whofe office is confined to the pe- 
riod of three years, and whofe re-ele&ion muft depend on the confidence 
they may haye gained from their conftituents on their former publick 
conduft. , On the. other iiand, no milky cotqld jeefuU frcim phe iConftables* 
report to the States of the wishes of their parishes, as it would ftill be 
in the power of the other two bodies to rejeft thofe wishes; and it muft 
not be difguifed <thar, should the opinion of two ixo&es of the States dif- 
fer from the fenfe of the people, thus communicated by the Conftabks* 
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mutual diftruft and jealouGes would be the natural and unavoidable con- 
fluences. 

Upon the whole, the States once more prefume to recur to the fen-* 
timents entertained of their conduft, and to the juft apprehenfions exci- 
ted in the minds of 1036 of the mod refpe&able inhabitants of this 
country, by the innovations attempted to be introduced by 69 mifguided 
perfons. The States finally rely, with full confidence, on his Majefty's great 
wifdom and juftice, humbly hoping that his Majefty will be gracioufly 
pleafed to continue them in the pofleffion of thofe rights and preroga- 
tives, which their predeceffors have gonftantly enjoyed under the aufpices 
of cheir gracious Sovereign. 



d Le MaiJIre, ; } 

as Fiott, . . > 

Le Hardy, . . J 



(Signed^ Edward Le MaiJIre, ; 

Nicholas Fiott, . . > jurats; 



Philip 

Fr. Le Breton, dean of Jerfey and reBor of S. Saviour^ 

Richard Le Feuyre, reBor of the parish of St. Peter, 

/. Du Parca, reBor of St. Ouen's, 

Francis Valpy, reBor of St. Marys. 

A. Biffbn, reBor of St. Laurens's. 

G. Bertram t reBor of St. Clement's. 

Fr* Le Couteur, reBor of S. Martin s f 

Th. Sivret, reBor of St* John's. 

Ed. Dupri, reBor of S. Hzlier's. 

John Dumaresq, conftable of S. Peter's, ,. ,] 

/. De Carteret, con/table of S. Ouen y s. 

James Pipon, conftable of St. Brelade's, 

Ch. Marinel, conftable of S. Beliefs. 

Th. Labey, conftable of Grouyille. 

John Du Friy conftable of St. Mary's, 

John Arthur, conftable of S. John's. 

Proteft againft M. Th. Pipon the Procureur's being con/idered as impartial 
in this bufinefe, being in faB a party. 



ISLAND OF JERSEY. 



We, 



the underfigned members, conflicting a majority of a full af* 
Jenbly of the Spites of Jerfey, having been informed that Thomas PipoQ 



Digitized by 



Google 



("7> 
efquire, King's Procureur, is called over to England by the defire of My 
Lord Prefident of his Majefty's Council, to be prefent on the 30th. of 
this in flan r, when the affairs of the ifland are to be taken into confide- 
ration by the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council, 
owing to the intricacy of the faid affairs, do folemnly certify, that the 
faid Th. Pipon efquire, has taken an aftive and decided part in the late 
unfortunate difpures which have happened in the States ; that he has not 
only figned the Petition of 69 inhabitants inveighing with great afperity 
again ft the proceedings of the States, and containing the fame fubjeft of 
accufation as that figned by the Lieutenant Bailly and feveral of the Ju- 
rats againft the faid States (which two Petitions and anfwers to them are 
the iubjefts to be taken into confideration,) but that he has alfo on fe- 
veral occafions, without any regard to the dignity of that affembly in 
which the law allows him no vote given advice to the Lieute- 
nant Bailly in the States not to put to the votes motions, which were 
regularly brought before them, particularly on the 20th. of may 1784, 
when a motion was propofed humbly to thank his Majefty for his mod 
gracious order of the 23d. of april 1784, by which the States were ref- 
cored to the due exercife of their functions. He, the faid Th. Pipon ef- 
quire, King's Procureur, declare openly in the faid affembly : » if I was 
m the Lieutenant Bailly, I folemnly declared, I would not put the mo- 
m tion to the votes. » That the laid Tho. Pipon efquire, is moreover 
nephew to Ch. Lempriere efquire, late Lieutenant Bailly, during whofe 
adminiftration, and in whofe proceedings thefe difputes have originated. 
That he is alfo firft coufin to Will. Ch. Lempriere efquire, the prefent* 
Lieutenant Bailly, and fon to Joshua Pipon efquire, alfo Lieutenant Bailly, 
and Jurat of the Royal Court, and one of the complainants againft tne 
States figned in the above-mentioned Petition. 

That for the reafons above-mentioned, the underGgned members of the 
States do folemnly declare and proteft, that they confider the faid Tho. 
I'ipon efquire, as by no means an impartial perfon in the prefent con- 
tent ; but that on tne contrary it appears to them, that he is one of the 
principal promoters of the two Petitions before- mentioned, and advifer of 
the meafures taken againft the States. 

^ Wie therefore humbly hope, that a perfon difqualifyed by his connec- 
tions and condud, ana by being one of the Petitioners, may not be con- 
fidered at their Lordships' Board as difinterefted and unconcerned in the 
matters which are to be taken into confideration. And as the procee- 
dings of the States, as a corporate body, are now at a ftand owing, op 
*>ne day, to the fudden departure of fix of the Jurats from that afllem- 
bly in the midft of publick-bufinefs, and on two fubfequent occafions, 
viz, the 30th. of June and 13th. of July, having refufed their attendance, 
and the lieutenant Bailly declining to proceed in their abfence and quit- 
ting the affembly on the laft day. We do therefore, confidering the pr*~ 
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fcnt critical and confufed ftate of affairs in this ifland, requeft the Lieutenant 
Governor to tratifmit this our declaration, to be iaid before his Majefty ia 
Council, together with the anfwers which the neceflity of the times oblige 
us to trouble him with, having at prefent no other means left to ap~ 
proach our moil gracious Sovereign. 

.Witnefs our hands. Jerfey the 17th. day of July 1784, 

Ed. I* Maijhe, . lj 
* Mic. Fiottj ... J 
Francis Le Breton, dean of Jerfey, and reBcr of St. Saviour si 
Richard Le Feuvre, reBor of S. Peter's. 
J. Du Parcq, reBor of S. Ouerts. 
Francis Valpy, reBor of S. Mary's. 
A. Biffbn, reBor of S. Laurens's. 
Fr. Lb Couteur, reBor of St. Martins. 
C Bertram, reBor of $. Clements*. 
TA, Sivret, reBor oj S. John's. 
Ed. Dupri, reBor of S. Heller's. 
Ck. Marinel 9 conjlable of St. Helia^s. 
John Du Pr^ canftaile of S] Mary's. 
Th. Lahey+ conjlable of Growille. 
. John Dumaresq, conjlable of St. Peter's. 
James Pipon, conjlable of St. Brelade's. 
John Arthur, cemenier of S. John's. 

And I the underfigned, Ph. Le Hardy, one of the Jurats of the Royal 
Court, having but lately been elefted to that office, and having only at- 
tended "the two laft meetings of the States (from which Th. ripon eC- 
auire, King's Procurateur, abfented himfelf ) have not been witnefs to the 
ecided pan which the iaid Th. Pipon efauire has taken in that aflem- 
•bly in favour of the Lieutenant Bailly ana fome of the Jurats; but I 
do certify that the matters herein contained are of publick notoriety, 
and that the iaid Thomas Pipon efauire is pubiickly known to have ta- 
ken an a&ive and decided part againft the States in the prefent conteft; 
.Witnefs my hand. Jerfey the 17th* July 1784, 

Phi 'Le Hardy , jurat. 

I James Hemery, notary publick, by lawful authority, duly admitted 
and fworn, dwelling in the ifland of Jerfey, do certify, that the declara- 
tions herein contained were figned in my prefence by the different mem- 
bers of the States of this ifland this 17th. day of July 1784, which I atteft; 

In prmmijorum ( TTS^) fiierh r 

Janus Hemery, Notary publish. 
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AT THE COURT AT S. JAMES'S, THE 6th, AUGUSr 1784. 

Present, 

The King's most Excellent Majesty, 
Lord President. 
Duke of Chandos, Lord Sydney, 

Marquis of Carmarthen. William Pitt efq r » 
Viscount Howe, Henry Dundas efq** 



w. 



hereas there was this day read at the board, a report from the 
right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs 
of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the 31ft* of lad month in the word* fol? 
lowing, viz. 

The States of the ifland of Jerfey having been convened in obedience 
to your Majefty's order in Council bearing date the 23d. of april laft, 
and anfwers having been returned to the matters of complaint contained 
in the Petition from certain of the inhabitants, and in the reprefentation 
from the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Court, againft cer- 
tain proceedings; of a majority of the faid States; the Lords of the Com- 
mittee have talen the faid Petition and Reprefentation, together with the 
faid anfwers thereto, into their confideration ; as likewife a Petition Ggned 
by a confiderable number of the inhabitants (amounting to upwards of 
1000 names ) in fupport of the proceedings of the faia majority of the 
States ; and alfo a Petition from Edward Le Maiftre and others ( whofe 
names are thereunto fubfcribed) being the major part of the members of 
the aflembly of the States, complaining of the condud of the Lieutenant 
Bailly of the faid ifland, and the aniwer of the faid Lieutenant Bailly 
thereto (which two Petitions laft mentioned (land referred to the Com- 
mittee by your Majefty's orders in Council bearing date refoe&ively, the 
38th. of november and the 16th. of January laft) and their Lordships ha- 
ving been attended by counfel on both fides* and having examined wit- 
neffes touching the uiual mode of proceeding in the aflembly of the Sta- 
tes with refped to the manner of coHefting the votes, and whether, ac- 
cording to the laws and ufage of the ifland, an aft of the States mqft 
be aflented to by a majority of each of the three conftituent orders of 
the States refpeftively. Their Lordships refervin^ for the prefent their 
opinion upon other matters contained in the faid Petitions, do agree to 
report to your Majefty, 

Firji. That one of the charges fet forth in the complaints againft the 
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States is, that onjthe 9th. of odbber 1782, a propoGtion was moved and 
at the fame time enaded, that the fum of thirty guineas should diredfy 
be raifed upon the inhabitants for the purpofes mentioned in the faid 
ad. Upon this head the Committee is of opinion, that the inftrument 
purporting to be an aft for raifing the above fum of money upon the 
inhabitants, not having been paffed in a cafe of emergency, .ought to 
have been lodged au greffe for fourteen days, conformably to your Ma- 
jefty's order in Council bearing date the 28th. of march 1771 ; and the 
terms of the faid order not having been complied with in the above ref- 
ped, the faid inftrument or ad is null and void, and that it may be 
advifeable for your Majefty to declare the fame to be null and void ac- 
cordingly, and to order that in cafe the fame shall have been regifte- 
red in the records of the faid ifland, the Royal Court, having firft com- 
municated to the States fuch your Majefty 's order, should caufe the in- 
ftrument o* ad to be erafed from the records. 

Another article of charge againft the States is : that an aflembly of 
the States, being appointed to be .held on the 30th. of odober 1782 at 
a time when there fubfifted before the. Royal Court a contefted eledion 
for the place of Conftable of the parish of S. Martin, and the elded 
Centenier of the faid parish having been fummoned to affift in the Sta- 
tes, agreeable to law and ufage, the States took upon themfelves to de- 
cide that the Centenier was not qualified to fet in the aflembly of the 
States, and that the late Conftable for the parish should attend, not- 
withstanding his formal and unequivocal difcharge by ad of the Royal 
Court. Upon this head the Committee beg leave to obferve to your 
Majefty, that an appeal having been made to your Majefty in Council 
from the judgment of the Royal Court, in the matter of, the faid con- 
tefted eledion, and the opinion of the Committee upon that appeal ha- 
ving been fubmitted to your Majefty, that the appellant ought to be 
declared duly eleded, and be forthwith fworn in as Conftable of the faid 
parish of S. Martin ; it becomes unneceflary to enter into that article 
of charge; but the Committee is of opinion, that to prevent any doubts 
arifing in future, in cafe of a contefted eledion for the office of Con- 
ftable of a parish, it may be advifeable for your Majefty to fignify your 
pleafure, that notwithftanding the difcharge of a Conftable from his of- 
fice, at the expiration of three years (the term for which he holds his 
office ) and a new eledion ordered, the former Conftable shall continue 
to fit and vote in the aflembly of the States [ if the States shall be con- 
vened during the interval] until the new Conftable shall be fworn into 
his office, fuch new Conftable to be fworn in as foon as poffibie after 
he shall have been duly eleded. 

And for preventing any future difference of opinion, as to the num- 
ber of the members belonging to each order of the States, neceflary to 
be prefent in the aflembly of the States, in order to form fuch aflembly 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



(til) 

find enable them to proceed to bufinefs as States, and to pars a&s, the 
Committee is of opinion, that it may be advifeable for your Majefty to 
declare, that die affembly of the States is to confift or at leaft a ma- 
jority of each of the three orders compofitfg the faid States refpe&ively, 
and that in the majority of the affembly at large, fo conftituted, the 
power of doing all bufinefs as States, and of pafling provifional laws and 
ordinances refidM. 

And laftly, this Committee is of opinion, that fo much of the faid 
Petitions, on either fide, as contain accufations refpefting the manner 
in which the Lieutenant Bailly and the feveral members of the States 
have refpe&ively condufted themfelves, touching the points in difference 
between them, should be difmiffed. 

His Majefty, taking th& faid report into Confideration, and approving 
thereof, was pleafed to declare, that the faid inftrament purporting to 
be an aft for railing the fum of money therein mentioned, having been 

Saffed contrary to the tenor of his Majefty's order in Council bearing 
ate the *8th. of march 1771, is null and void, and to order the fam# 
tQ^be erafed from the records of the faid ifland, in cafe the faid inftiu* 
jrmifct cr ad should have been regiftered therein. 

And his Majefty is hereby further pleafed to order, that fcotfrithftanding 
the difcharge of a Conftable from nis office at the expiration of thre* 
years [the term for which he holds his office} and a new eledion or* 
dered, the former Conftable shall continue to fit and vote in the aflem- 
bly of tlifr States [if the States shall be convened during the interval] 
until the new Conftable shall have been fworn into his office, as food 
as poflible, after he shall have been duly eleded. 

And his Majefty is, hereby, further pleafed to declare, that the afFeiri* 
bly of the Eftates is to confift of at leaft a majority of each of the three! 
orders compofing the Eftates refpe&ively, and that in the majority of the 
affembly at large, fo conftituted, the power of doing all bufintfTs as State* 
and of pafling provifional laws and ordinances, doth refide* 

And his Majefty is pleafed to order, that fo much of the Petitions oil 
either fide, as contain accufations refpeftiog the manner in which th* 
Lieutenant Bailly and the feveral members of the States have refpe&ively 
condufted themfelves, touching the points in difference between them, 
be difmiffed this board* 

And the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commandef in chief of 
the ifland of Jerfey for the time being, the Bailly and Jurats of the 
Royal Court, and others, the members of the States of the faid ifland, 
ind all othens whom it may concern, are to take notice of his Majefty's 
pleafure hereby fignifiedj and govern themfelves accordingly. 

W. Fawknef* 
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AT THE COURT AT S f JAMES'S, THE 7 th, OF MARCH i 7 8$. 

Present, 

The King's most Excellent Majesty* 
Lord President, 
Viscount Howe, Lord Sydney, 

Viscount Barrjngton, M. Pitt, 
Lord Amherst^ Sir George Yonge, 

Vr hereas there was this day read at the board, a Reprefentation from 
the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the 
affairs of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the 3d. of this infant, in the words 
following, viz. 

Your Majefty having been pleafed, by yoqr order in Council bearing 
date the 6th. of auguft laft, to approve or a report from the right ho- 
nourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs of Jerr 
fey and Guernfey, refpefting certain points in difpute in the ifland of Jer- 
fey [which ftood referred to the Committee by fundry orders of youc 
Majefty in Council] and to fignify your pleafure upon fome of the faid 
points, and to order the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander 
in chief for the time being, the Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Courc 
and others, the members of the States of the faid ifland, and all others 
whom it might concern to take notice and govern themfelves accordin- 
gly. Your Majefty's Lieutenant Governor did, in purfuance of your Mar 
jetty's above recited order, call together the States of the ifland of Jerfey 
on the 27th; of the faid month of auguft, for the purpofe of promulging 
fuch your Majefly's order in Council; but it appears by a letter from th$ 
faid Lieutenant Governor, bearing date the 1 jth. feptember laft, that owing 
to the abience of fix of the Jurats of the Royal Court, the members of 
the States prefent, on the faid 27th, of auguft, were not competent tQ 
aft as States, and regifter your Majefly ? s faid recited order. 

That the faid Lieutenant Governor did thereupon call another meeting 
of the States of the ifland of Jerfey on the 7th. of feptember then fol- 
lowing; but the fame members ftill abfenting themfelves, yoqr Majefly's: 
order ftill remained unpromulged. ■••-••• 

A Petition of the major part of the members of a full aflembly ol 
the States of the ifland of Jerfey (whofe names are thereunto fubfcribed} 
^as likewife been prefented to the Committee, to the fame effeft (among* 
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Other things) as the above information, received from your Majefly's Lieu-: 
tenant Governor, viz, that on account of the non-attendance or Joshua 
Pipon, Francis Marett, Charles Payn, Elias Pipon, Philip Robin and John 
Poingdeflre efquires, Jurats of the Royal Court, from both the above 
meetings of the States, your Majefly's laid order in Council could not 
be regiltered. 

a> And it appears by the above Petition, as well as from other pa* 
» pers before the Committee, that the caufe of the non- an tendance of 
» the faid Jurats in the affembiy of the States, arifes from an aft of the 
» Srates paffed on the i6ch. of June 1784, purporting that the meeting 
» of the States should be held with open doors, agaipft which ad, as 
» being unconftitutional, feven of the Jurats of the Royal Court, viz, 
» the fix Jurats whofe names are herein before- mentioned and Philip de 
» Carteret efquire, have made a Reprefentation to your Majefty in Coun- 
» cii which, together with a Petition figned by a great number of thei 
» inhabitants of Jerfey, praying on the other hand your Majefly's cot** 

* firmation of the faid aft, ftands referred to the Committee, But this 
» aft has not yet undergone any difcuffion. The Committee being hum* 
» bly of opinion, that in the nrft place, as well to enforce due obe- 
» dience to your Majefly's above- recited order in Council of the 6th, of 
» auguft laft, as to put an end to the delay of publick btifinefs, and 
» obviate any detriment the ifland may receive by continuing any Ion- 
ai ger deprived of the meeting of the States when occafion shall require, 
» it may be advifeable for your Majefly, peremptorily to order, that an 
» affembly of the States of the faid ifland be immediately convened, and 

* that the Lieutenant Governor should give notice to the Jurats above- 
» named not to fail to attend the faid meeting, at their perit, in order 
» to conftitute the faid affembly of the States, and to tranfaft any bu- 
» finefs which comes properly before them, and particularly to regiflef 
a* your Majefly's order of the 6th. of auguft laft, and alfo fuch order as- 
»» your Majefty may be pleafed to make hereupon * 

» And in order to take away all grounds o( refufaf, on the part of 

* the faid Jurats to attend the faid affembly of the States, conformable 
» to their duty, the Committee is further of opinion that your MajeC- 
*> ty's pleafure should be fignified by your order in Council, tliat the 
■> operation of the above- recited aft of the States of the 16th. of juncf 
» 1784, purporting that the meeting of the States should be heW with 
•* open doors should be fufpended untrll your Majefly's pleafure, touching. 
» the tepeal or confirmation of the fame, shall be made known, » 

His Majefly, taking the faid reprefentation kito cOnfideratioh, was plea- 
fed, w th the advice of his Privy Council, to approve of what is therein 
ropofed to be done, and to order, as it is hereby ordered that the fame 
duly and punftually complied with and carried into execution. Atfd 

Sa 
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the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in chief of the iflaad 
of Jerfey foe the time being, the Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Court, 
and others, the members of the States of the faid ifland, and all others 
whom it may concern are to take notice of his Majefty's pleafure he- 
reby figoified, and govern themfelves accordingly. 

(Signed,) Steph. Cottrdl. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER WHITEHALL, 

l$L april ijB$ % 

Oeveral Petitions from the ifland of Jerfey, (land referred by his M*» 
jefly in Council to the confideration of the right honourable the Lords 
of the Committee of Council for the affairs of Jerfey and Guernfey, 
viz, one Petition bearing date the 15th. of ©Sober 1783, figned by a 
very confiderable number of the inhabitants, praying his Ma jetty to take 
into confideration the prefent unhappy and critical muation of the ifland, 
and to examine by whofe fault it has happened, that the fupreme affem- 
bly has been deprived of all power of a&ing, and a flop has been put 
to the whole oeconomy of the State alfo one other Petition, dated sad. 
december 1783, fubferibed by fundry perfons, being the major part of 
the members of a full affembly of the States, complaining of fundry pro- 
ceedings of the Lieutenant Bailly of the ifland of Jerfey, and praytog his 
Majefly to take into confideration the prefent unhappy and precarious ftate 
of political rule and order in the faid ifland, and that fuch regulations 
may be made as will effe&ually fecure the rights, prescribe the duty, and 
infure the peace of all ranks of people in the faid ifland. 

In order thereto, the chief points upon which the Petitioners pray that 
his Majefty's pleafure may be fignified as follows. 

ift. Touching the Lieutenant Bailly's claim to decline, in certain cafes, 
the putting to the vote queftions regularly propofed and feconded. 

zd. Touching the Greffier's duty to take down any refolution of the 
States as agreed upon by the majority, unlefs the Governor shall ufe his 
negative. 

ji. Touching the right of fummoning the affembly of the States, ancji 
in whom the fame is vefled. 

4th. Touching the right of adjourning (he affembly of the $tat$s f 
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fth. To confider how far the Lieutenant Bailly can be fuftified in hi* 
reiufal to affix the feai to the ad of the States of the nth. June 1783, 
appointing a deputy from the States at the publick charge. 

It is their lordships' intention likewife to confider of the regularity 
of the attachment laid by the Royal Court upon the publick fund o£ 
the ifland, by their aft of the 4th, of november 1783. 

The Lords of the Committee have likewife before them a Petition of 
feveral of the inhabitants of the ifland of Jerfey, dated the 14th, of decern- 
ber 1782, complaining of an ad pafTed by the majority of the Clergy 
and Conftables on the 9th. of odober 1782, ordering a certain fum o£ 
money to be raifed on the inhabitants; as likiwife a reprefentation from 
the Lieutenant Bailly and eight of the Jurats of the Royal Court, bear- 
ing date January the 20th, 1783, complaining of fundry proceedings in the 
States of the ifland of Jerfey, particularly on the 10th. of July and pthu 
of odober 1782, and praying that his Majefty will be pleafed to enadfc 
fuch orders and regulations for relief in the premifes as to his Royal wit 
dom shall feem juft and equitable. To both which, as alfo to the Pe- 
tition of complaint on the other fide, anfwers have been put in by the 
parties complained of; and the matters having been heard and confide- 
red by the Lords of the Committee, and their report made to his Ma- 
jefty in Council upon certain points, on the 31ft of jiily laft, certain 
rules and regulations touching thofe points have been laid down by his 
JMajefty's order in Council of the fixth of auguft following. The other 
matters, contained in the above Petitions ana Reprefentations, ftiil wait 
the determination of his Majefty in Council; but tne Lords of the Com- 
mittee are not able to proceed upon the feme for want of perfons, pro* 
perly authorized by the parties refpedively, to profecute on the one fide 
and defend on the other, the feveral matters contained in the faid Qom- 
plaints and anfwers. I am therefore commanded by the Lords of the 
Committee to require, that the parties forthwith do appoint proper 
agents to attend this board, with lull inflations to appear for them, in 
order to fupport and anfwer the feveral charges, and to give fuch in- 
formation to the board, as may be neceflary to enable their Lordships to 
make their report to his M^jefly for determining the faid matters of com- 
plaint and claim, after they snail have been fully heard; without preju- 
dice neverthelefs to the queftion now depending, whether the States have 
a right to raife money upon the inhabitants of the ifland, for the purpofe 
of payipg fuch agent before the point in queftion be determined in their 
favour. 

And I am further to defire, that when the parties shall have appointed 
fuch agents, I may have immediate notice thereof for their Lordships in- 
formation, who will appoint an early day for hearing the fame. 

I am further to acquaint you, that their Lordships will, at the fame 
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time take into conGderation, the aft pafled on the 16th. of June 1784; 
for opening the doors of the aflembly of the States, as alfo a Petition 
and Reprefentation to his Majefty in Council of feven of the Jurats of 
$he Royal Court againft the faid aft, copy of which is herewith tranf- 
mitted to you by their Lordships* dire&ions, in order to be laid before 
the States, 

I am laftly to defire, that you will btejpleafed to communicate in due 
mariner, both to the Royal Court, and aifo' to the aflembly of the States 
of the ifland of Jerfey, as prefident of the faid aflembly, their Lordships* 
pleafure hereby fignified touching the feveral pornt9 in difpute, and the 
bringing the fame to a fpeedy determination* 

I beg the favour of a line acknowledging the receipt of this letter 
and am, 

S IK, 

Your mod obedient humble fervant, 

Will Ck. Lempritre efquire, [Signed] Steph. CottrelU 

Lieutenant Badly of Jerfey* 

AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. WHITEHALL* 

the z?th. of july 17%$. 

By the right honourable the Lords cf the Committee of Council for the 
affairs of Jerfey and Guernfey. 

vJpdN a motion this day made to their Lordships on the Petition of 
Thomas Pipon his Majefty s Procurator general in the ifland of Jerfev* 
appointed qy the Lieutenant Bailly and the Royal Court* to attend the 
Committee on their behalf, praying that a peremptory day might be ap- 
pointed to take into confideration the feveral matters in difpute between 
the faid Lieutenant Bailly and the Royal Court, and the States of the 
ifland of Jerfey, which now evail the determination of this Committee, 
and alfo that the faid States might be peremptorily ordered to name an 
agent to attend the Committee on fuch hearing, their Lordships are there- 
upon pleafed to order, that the faid feveral matters be peremptorily heard 
at this Committee on wednefday the fifteenth day or february next, ac 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, whereof all parties concerned are to take 
notice and come prepared to be heard thereupon by themfelves or their 
Council learned in the law, 

(Signed) Steph* CottrelL 

Ph. De Carteret greffier. 
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AT THE STATES OF THE ISLAND OF JERSEY, 

QSober the $th. tj8£. 

JLt being fettled by one of the articles of the order of his mod exp- 
edient Majefty in Council of the fixth of auguft 1784, that notwith«« 
{landing the difcharge of a Conftable from his office at the end of three 
years, and a new ele&ion ordered by the Court, the old Conftable and 
110c the Centenier is to continue to fit and vote in the afifembly of 
the States until the new Conftable is fworn in, and that fuch new 
Conftable shall be fworn as foon as poffible after he shall have been 
duly elected, but it not being provided, neither by the faid order 
from his Majefty nor by any of the articles of the code of laws, in whatt 
manner the parishes are to be reprefented in the States, in cafe the va- 
cancy happens upon the death of the old Conftable, and that there iss 
a conteft between candidates for the faid office of Conftable, or in cafe 
death happens to the old Conftable during fuch conteft; the States, in 
order to prevent the difputes which might arife on this fubjed and the 
inconvenience which might refult from the uncertainty of this political 
point, and from the interruption of publick affairs, have this day refolved*' 
that when there happens a contested eledion for the office or Conftable 
upon the death of the old Conftable, or when death happens to the old 
Conftable during fuch conteft, that Candidate for the faid office of Con- 
ftable who has the majority of votes, admitted by the returning officer, 
shall take his feat in the States until the point in conteft be determined* 
and that conformable to the fpirit of the law which does not admit the 
Centeniers in the States but upon the ficknefs or abfence from the ifland, 
or fuch like impediment of the Conftable, as alfo conformable to the 
lifage obferved in the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain, where the 
^candidate who is reported by the returning officer to have the majority 
of votes, takes hi$ feat until the election in difpute be decided, 

[Signed]* PA. D* Carteret gr§jfier; t . 



Proportion which induced the Jurats to abandon the affimbly of the States^ as 
. U will more fully appear by the fubfiquent reprefentations to his Majefty* 

Du xz dicembre tj8 £. 

jSrx, ie Lieutenant Gouverneur ayant convoqud les fitats pour les affai- 
res ^ublicjues , M, Jean " Arthur , de la jparoiue de S. Jean, lequel fug 
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choifi par la pluralite dea fbffrages des habitans de ladite paroifle r dkf 
le 23 •« jour de mai 1784, pour etrt connetable, s'eft prefentc pour aflif- 
ter aux Etats, en vertu de Fade du 5 oftobre dernier, & Mr Nicolas 
Baudains, uu des centeniers de ladite paroiffe, s'etant auffi prefence pour 
y agir, Ies Etats one trouve que ledit M« Jea? Arthur ayant eu la plu- 
ralite des voix, recueillies par 1 officier public, pour Foffice de connetable 
en ladite paroiffe, quoiqu'il y ait pr^fentenaent une con.teftation depea- 
dante a Tegard de ladite 6U&ion % doit etre re§u a affifter aux Etats, 
rfautant que le vieux Connetable de ladite paroiffe eft decede pendant 
cette^conteftation, & cela fans prejudice au droit des parties conteffantes* 
Le$ Etats ayant de plus decide que te ferment de connetable doit etre 
adminiftre audit Arthur pour le temps qu'il aura feance dans Ies JBtats f 
& fans prejudice a ladite conteflation ; mais M. Ie Lieut* Bailli n'ayanc 
|>as juge a propos de lui adminiftrer ferment, its Etats, confiderant Ies affaires 
rmportantes que M. Ie Lieut. Gouverneor a mis devant eux & pour let 
quelles il Ies a convoquds, & vu la neceffirt de proceder aux compter 
& autres affaires intereflantes du public , ont fait 1'option d'admetue le- 
dit Arthur dans Ies Etats , Jans ferment , plutot que de ndgOger Ies fuf- 
dites affaires. 



TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL* 

TA* humble Petition of the major part of the members of the States of hrftj % 

hereunto fubjeribed, 

X hat your Majefly's Lieutenant Governor, having fommoned a meet- 
ing of roe States, to be held this 22.AI day of december 1785, and 
the States, viz, nine Jurats, ten : Reftors And twelve Conftable* or repre-* 
fentatives of parishes, being accordingly affembled, and the ufua( forttur of 
proceedings gone t^rough^a queftion arofe refpefting the admiffion of 
the* Keprefentative for tne 'parish' of S. John, during the conteft depen- 
ding befote the Court for the officfe of ConftaWe in the laid parish. 

That two perfons offered themfelves in that capacity, the one, as ha- 
ving the majority of votes for the laid office of Conftable, and as beings 
reported fuch by the* returning officer, fo far back as the month of may 
1784, the other as one of the Centeniers of the faid parish; that the 
point being debated and the queftion put, it was determined, by a ma- 
jority of twenty votes againft ten, that, as the old Conftable of the pa* 
jish of S. John was dead, the returned member was to take his feat du- 
ring the faid conteft j it was alfo determined by the majority,* that the 
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oatfi of Conftable should be adminiftred to him, without prejudice td 
the right of the candidates; and conformably to an ad of the States 
of the jth. of oftober laft, copy of which is hereunto annexed. 

That the Lieutenant Bailly did not think proper to adminifler the oatih 
to the faid returned member, nor to allow the Gxeffier to do the fame, 
as the States determined. 

That feveral of the Jurats, who voted againfl the admiflSon of the faid 
returned member, hereupon role from their feats, and were leaving the 
aflembly, when the Lieutenant Governor reprefented to them and to the 
States in general, the neceflity of giving di red ions upon fundry matters 
refpefting your Majefly's fervice, the care and prefervation of warlike 
(lores, and the fafety of the ifland in general; all which be laid in wri- 
ting before the States, and earneftly recommanded their attention to the 
fame, and alfo to wave any matter of form,, rather than negleft fueh ef- 
fential objefts.. 

That your Petitioners felt the prefling neceflity of taking meafiires*' 
on the points brought before the States by the Lieutenant Governor, and ? 
confcions, moreover, of the expediency of providing foe fundry other 
matters depending long fince before the States, particularly the fettling 
and payment of publick account, and attending to the petitions of the 
people, confented to qualify their firft refolution ; and in order to pro- 
ceed to bufinefs, agreed to admit the faid returned member upon the oath ■ 
which he had formerly taken, and upon which he had reprefented the 
faid parish of S. John in the States for eighteen months paft. 

That, while this refolution was taking down in writing, five of the 
Jurats, viz, Nicholas Meflervy, Charles rayn, Elias Pipon, Philip Robin, 
and John Poingdeftre efquires, left the* States, without giving any reafon 
for abfenting tnemfeives. - 

That the other members of the States remained aflembled with the* 
Lieutenant Governor for a confiderable time, in expedition of the re- 
turn of the faid five Jurats, but after having waited and fent out the 
proper officer for them, to no purpofe; and there remaining but four Ju- 
rats on the bench, . the States found themfeives incompetent to proceed 
to bufinefs, cemformably to your Majefly's order in Council of the 6th. 
of auguft 1784, requiring at leaft a majority of each of the three orders 
compofing the States, to enable them to aft. . ■ 

Your Petitioners, fenfible of the prejudice which the community fuffers 
by the frequent and repeated interruption of publick bufinefs, cannot avoid, 
at this time, to reprefent to your Majefly the feveral occafions upon which 
the faid Jurats have neglefted their duty to your Majefly, and to the 
publick, by whom they are chofen. 

Erom- the month- of oftobei 178a. to the month of may 1783, for tto 
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ifptcc of about feven months together, a total flop was put to the pu- 
blick affairs of the ifland, owing to the fame Jurats re fu ling to attend 
the States; and the caufe of their refufal (as they exprefs chemfelves in 
their Petition to your Majefty) was the refolution of the States for admit* 
ting the old Conftable of o. Martin's, inftead of the Centenier, to ad 
as reprefentative of the faid parish; a refolution which your Majefty has 
been gracioufly pleafed to approve of and eitahlish as a ftaoding law ia 
future, by your order of the 6th. of auguft; 1784. 

On the 27th. of auguft 1784, your Majefty's Lieutenant Governor, in 
purfuance of your Majefty's above-recited order, called together the Sta- 
tes of the ifland for the purpofe of regiftering and promulfjing fuch your 
Majefty's order in Council; but owing to the abfence or fix of the Ju- 
rats, viz, Joshua Pipon, Francis Marett, Chartes Payn, Elias Pipon, Philip 
Robin, and John Poingdeftre efquires, the other members of the States 
prefent, on the faid 27th. of auguft, were not competent to ad as States, 
and regifter your Majefty's faid recited order* 

On the 7th, of leptember, then following, the faid Lieutenant Gover- 
nor called another meeting of the States for the faid purpofe; but the 
fame Jurats ftill abfenting themfelves, your Majefty's oraer remained un- 
registered, and unpromulged, and all publick bufinefs was at a ftand for 
the fpace of nine months, until your Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to 
enforce the attpndanqe of the faid Jurats, by your order in Council bear- 
ing date the 7th, day of march 1.78 j, wherein the right honourable the 
Lords of the Committee report as their opinion to your Majefty, » that, 
sw in the firft place, as well to enforce due obedience to your Majefty's 
j* above- recited order in Council of the 6th. of auguft lair, as to put 
» an end to the delay of publick bufinefs and obviate any detriment the 
•» ifland may receive by continuing any longer deprived of the meeting 
» of the States when occafton shall acquire, it may be advifeable for your 
** Majefty, peremptorily to order, that an aflembly of the States of the 
» faid ifiand, be immediatly convened, and that the Lieutenant Govee- 
» nor should give notice to the Jurats above named, not to fail to at* 
*> tend the faid meeting at their peril, in order to conftitute the faid 
« aflembly of the States, and to tranjaft any bufinefs which comes pro- 
s' pefly before ihpxriz and particularly to regifter youx Majefty's order of 
<» 6th, of auguft Jflltj. apd all fuph order as your Majefty may be pleafcd 
«• to make hereupon, » which report your Majefty was pleafed to approve 
of, » and to order the fame to be duly and punctually complied with, 
•» and -carried into execution. » 

After thefe feveral inftapces of the faid Jurats' total dereliction of 
she publick, bufineis* apd of their contumacious difpoihion* aggravated 
ftill in the prefent cafe, your Petitioners find themfelves under the dife- 
greable necefllty, in the duty .they owe to the people of this country 
vwhom they reprefent, molt humbly to pray that your Majefty will be 
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ffracibufiy pleafed to order, that an ele&ion for the office 6f five Jitfaft; 
be appointed in this ifland in the room of Nicholas Meffervy, Charles 
Pavn, tlias Pipon, Philip Robin, and John Poingdeftre efqutres, Oc fuch 
otner releif as to your Majefty, in your great wifdom, shall feetti meett- 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray, &c. &c« &c« 

lerfey, zzd. december ij.8$. 

Signed thus Fr. Le Breton, dean of Jerfey and reStot t>f S* Saviour's* 
Francis Vdpy, reSLor of St. Mary't. 
A. Bijfon, reSor of St. Laurens's. 
Fr. Le Couteur, reSor ofS. Martin's. 
G. Bertram^ reSor of St. Qemenis. 
Philip De La Garde, reStor of St. Brelade's., 
Th. Sivret, reSor of St. John's. 
Ed. Dupre, reSor of S. Heller's. 
John Dumaresq, conftable of S. Peters. 
James Pipon, conftable of St. Brelade's. 
Francis Ricard, conftable of 5. Oueris. 
John Du Pre, con/table of St. Mary's. 
Philip Callas, conftable ofS. Martin' s.- 
Fran. Amy, conftable of Grouville. 
Jokn Arthur, repreftntative of S. John's. . 
Th. Anley, centenier of S. Helier's. 

REPRESENTATION OF THE LIEUTENANT BAILLY: 
AND SEVEN JURATS. 

Zb the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of his Majeft/s mofl ho* 

no ur able privy Council for the ajfairs of Jerfey and Guernjey* 

• 

MB, Lieutenant BgiHy and the Jurats of his Majefty's Royal Court in- 
the faid ifland of Jerfey, hereunto fubfcribed, beg leave humbly to re«* 
prefent to your Lordships* 

That, in obedience, to his Majefty's order in Council of the 7th. of march: 
1785, they refumed their fun&ions in the aflembly of the States of the 
kid ifland, and have continued them flnce, although the majority of the 
laid aflembly have repeatedly propofed and enafted ordinances, mahifeftty 
repugnant to the conftitution of the ifland, and in direft contempt of his 
Majeit/s order in Council of the 6th. of auguft 1784, referviftg thofe 
points for his Majefty's determination, and nowitbftantfing the direction** 
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given by -your Lordships to bring thofe matters to a hearing, and thi 
order from your Lordships, which fixes a peremptory day for hearing 
and determining the various important conftitutional points in difpuce, 
which order was iflued upon the delays, on the part of the Clergy and 
Conftables, in obeying the firft directions to appoint an Agent. 

That the faid majority did, by an aft dated the i8th, of april 1787, 
order a certain fum of money to be raifed upon the inhabitants, and on 
the 27th. day of may following, directed another fum of money to be 
taken upon the new impofc on rum and gin, in order to defray the ex- 
pences of their law fuits, qotwithftanding thole were the points upon 
which the difputes fubfifting had originated, and which were not finally 
determined by his Majefty and your Lordships; but particularly on the 
5th. day of oftober 178J, the faid majority enafted, that his Majefty's 
order in Council of the 6th. day of auj*uft 1784, iflued upon the 'afore- 
faid differences, and referving feveral points to farther confideration, wag 
inefficient to remove every difficulty which might arife touching the of- 
fice of Conftable, and for remedying the pretended defefts of the afore- 
faid order of his Majefty in Council of the ,6th. of auguft 1784, thej 
took upon themfelves to make a further regulation thereupon. 

That the faid Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats, look upon the aforefaid ads 
of the 18th. of april and 27th. of may 1785, to be illegal, and repug- 
nant to his Majefty's faid order in Council of the 6th. of auguft 1784; 
and more particularly, cbnfider that of the jth. of oftober aforefaid as 
highly indecent, prefumptous and illegal attempt, in the States, to arro- 
gate to themfelves the right of amending, explaining, or extending orders 
iflued from his Majefty and your Lordships, without firft refpe&fuHy re- 
prefenting, as is ufuai and becometh; yet, unwilling to trefpafs upqa 
your Lordships' precious moments, they had delayed reprefenting this 
Jaft attempt, hoping that as its effeft was to reach to future events only, 
the occanons on which it could operate might not happen before the 
day arrived, which your Lordships had fixed for a full inveftigation cf 
thefe differences, when it would be in your Lordships power f upon con- 
sidering this matter, to correft fuch an undue exercife of authority, and 
prevent the evils which might flow from it; but having experienced at 
an aflembly of the faid States, convened by the Liputenant Bailly at the 
requisition of the Lieutenant Governor, on the 22d. of december 178^ 
that the faid majority, not confining this extraordinary regulation to fub- 
fequent events, infifted that it was to affeft thofe which had preceeded it, 
and by that means to have a retro-aftive influence; the faid Lieutenant 
Bailly and Jurats have thought it an indifpenfable duty in them to lay 
the matter before your Lordships, and the reafons which have obliged 
them to reGft proceedings which appear to them mod unwarrantable and 
J)ig with the worft confequences. 

•Before the pafling the aforeraid ad of the.jth. of oftober 178ft the 
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•ele&ion for a Conftable of the parish of S. John was contefled before 
the Royal, Court, between the two candidates, each of which pretended to 
be duly eleded, and reprobated the means ufed to favour his competitor, 
and notwithltanding the fenior Centenier of that parish had been admit- 
ted, according to ufage, to be its reprefentative in the States, the junior 
•Centenier who was one of the two candidates for the faid office of 
Conftable, was on the 26th. of may 1784, voted by the faid majority to 
reprefent the faid parish in the States to the expulfion of his fenior, and 
has accordingly attended the affembly as Centenier, particularly fince the 
death of the former Conftable, to the aforefaid jth. day of oftober in- 
clufive, fince which his office of Ceintenier expiring, another perfon has 
been defied to that office in his ftead and fworn in as the law dire&s, 
from which" time the faid former Centenier had no x qualification to con- 
tinue in the States, the legality as to the ele&ion of Conftable, in which 
he is one of the two candidates, remaining undetermined, notwithftanding 
which, the faid late Centenier, without being fummoned, did prefent him- 
felf on the faid 22d. day of december, in order to be received as repre- 
fentative of the faid parish, and the faid majority, rejefting the fenior 
Centenier of the parish who had been regularly iworn into office, and 
who in confequence of a fummon, attended, infilled the former was to 
be admitted, and to be fworn in Conftable in confequence of their afore- 
. faid aft of jth, of odober 178 j, which they could not diffemble, had 
been moved and paffed by them, though fince the event of the (aid elec- 
tion for a Conftable had happened, in view of obviating any difappoint- 
ment upon the trial depending, and in order to continue this member 
ivho is implicitly attached to their intereft. 

The faid Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats, fatisfied that they could not 
acquiefe in thefe proceedings without a manifeft violation of their duty 
as Magiftrates, in whofe province it lay to determine upon the perfon 
who was duly elefted to the faid office of Conftable, and to adminiftec 
to fuch the oath of office; and confidering they themfelves had fufpen- 
ded giving the faid oath urtto either of the faid candidates until found 
to be duly elefted, which is agreeable to the faid order in Council of 
the 6th. of auguft 1784, they could not authorize fo direft an invafion 
of their judicial powers; andi the faid majority, not departing from their 
refolve, the major part of the Jurats prefent, having no other recourfe 
were forced to retire from the faid affembly, with which, thus conftituted 
they could not co-operate, without appearing to concur in meafures they 
condemn as moft illegal an arbitrary, as well as dangerous to the weir 
•fare of the country. 

By an order in Council, dated as Tar back as the ad, of July 1619, 
it is laid down, that fuch ads as are made in the faid affembly of the 
States are but proviGonal ordinances, and have no power or property of 
laws until they, be confirmed by his Majefty in Council; and agreeable 
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with that order, it has been provided by that of his prefcnt Majeffy iai 
Council bearing date the 28cn» of march 1771,. that fuch provifionat or- 
dinances, as are made by the faid aflembly, are not to continue in force 
for longer than three years, unlefs his Majefty's approbation is thereunto 
given. 

The faid Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats, conceive that, should the (aid! 
aflembly, contrary to the true fpirit of the aforementioned authorities, be 
fuffered to legiflate upon points of that nature and importance, the con* 
flituiion of the country could never be fixed, but mud be in perpetual: 
fluctuation and uncertainty; and the judicary powers of his MajcftyY 
Royal Court in the faid ifland,. would equally be expofed to invafion, as 
in the prefent inflance, and though relievant of no authority but that 
of his Majefty's in Council, might be new modelled, abridged or annulled, 
as the party-views, intereft or caprice of the other two bodies of the 
laid aflembly should incline them; and by fuch means, the country be kept 
in conftant agitation and confufion, in matters o£ government and pro* 
perty. 

Wherefore, the faid Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats, humbly beg that your 
Lordships will be pleafed to take the aforefaid proceedings of the ma- 
jority of the States into confideration on the ijth. of february next, the 
peremptory day appointed for the hearing the parties by your Lordships 
upon the faid differences; and that your Lordships will be- pleafed to* 
lay down fuch rules and regulations thereupon* as to your Lordships' 
fuperior wifdom shall feera meet, 

tofiy* *4**- december 1 7S5. Signed, W. C Lempriere Lieutenant Bailly* . 

Ph. De Carteret.. 
Fr. Marett. 
Nic. Mejfervy.. 
Ch. Payn. 
Elias Pipon* 
Ph. Robin.. 
John Poingdefirt. . 

TO THE KING^ MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL,, 

The humble Petition of John Arthur of the parish of S. John, in th»: 

ijland of Jerfey^ 

Shsivbth, 
hat aneleftioa.for the office of Conftable in. die.- parish of $. Jolty, 
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Ibc'fog fixed by an aft of the Royal Court on fuftday die sad. of may 
1784^ Edward Le Maiftre efquire, collefting the votes as the Jurat ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, fixty- eight free- holders of the faid parish vo- 
ted in favour of your Majefty's Petitioner, and only fifty - eight voted 
for Thomas Lempriere efquire, the other candidate. 

That the faid Thomas Lempriere, notwithstanding he had declared, at 
the cloffing of the poll, he was fatisfied with the eleftion, prefented a 
Bemonftrance to the Royal Court, praying, not to adminifter the oath of 
office to your Petitioner, offering in the mean while to prove that fome 
illegal meafures had been put in practice to deprive him of fome votes. 
His fuit was admitted. 

That feveral witnefles being called on the lft. of June following, and 
fome of them examined, the procedure remained fufpended till the 14th. 
of oftaher laft, when others were again examined; the affair was put of, 
and is now left undecided. The faid Thomas Lempriere being brother 
to the Lieutenant Bailly, who is the chief Magiftrate on the bench, will 
no doubt prevail to have this matter referred as long as he thinks proper. 

That your Majefty in Council, having been gracioufly pleafed to order, 
by your aft of the 6th. of auguft 1784, that a contefted eleftion is to 
be decided as foon as poflible, and that the former Conftable shall aft 
during the conteft. The p lace of Conftable becoming vacant by the death 
of the perfon who filled it before, and no provifton being made in your 
Majefty's faid order for fuch an event, your Petitioner prefented himfelf 
to the Royal Court to take the oath of office, in conformity to an aft 
of the States of this iiland which orders, that, agreable to the .method 
followed by the honourable Houfe of Commons, the candidate who has 
an apparent majority of votes shall aft during a corned which may hap- 
pen in this inftance; but your Majefty's Petitioner has always been re- 
jefted, and, notwithstanding your Majefty's order of the a8th* of march 
1771, which confiders a Centenier as afting under and by the directions 
of the Conftable^ the Royal Court has appointed M. Nicholas Baadafns, 
a. new elefted Centenier, to aft as the true representative of the faid parish- 

That your Petitioner, befides the majority of votes given in his behalf 
for the place of Conftable, was the firft Centenier, and has exercifed the 
office of chief of the police, in the parish of S. John, everfince the death 
of the late Conftable, and as fuch, has attended the meetings of the Sta- 
tes, where he was admitted without oppofition; but of late, the faid Th. 
Lempriere, oppofing your Petitioner in the exercife of his office, the Royal 
Court has fo far countenanced him, as even to leave their feat in the 
States, becaufe the Centenier they appointed and which the faid Lem- 
priere fupported againft your Petitioner, was not admitted by that affembly. 

That your Petitioner humbly conceives, that the faid Th, Lempriere; 
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being concibus of the great inferiority of legal votes given in his favour 
for the place of Conftable, has, with the lupport of the Royal Court,. 
purpofely delayed the conclulion pf the faid conteft, till the ele&ion of 
an other Centenier, in hopes to have fome plea, though ever fo iJl founded,, 
to deprive your Petitioner of ever receiving the oath of Conftable. 

That, though the parishioners, are never convened in civil matters but: 
by the perfon who is at the head of the police,, the faid Nicholas Bau- 
dains has, in his own name, called feveral parish meetings, where, without 
any book or. evidence to regulate themfeives by, they have tranfafted 
every kind oif buflnefs, regulating taxes, chufing police officers, 'and in. 
one particular inftance, they have ele&ed new infpeftors of the publick. 
loads, though the former ones were not prefent to pafs their accounts*. 
Thefe parish meetings have been had tc the abfence of your Petitioner, 
and of many of the principal, people of the parish., Your Petitioner coi>^ 
ceiving the(e proceedings to be irregular and contrary to a law in our 
code, which enafts : that before an eledion of new inipeftors of the pu- 
blick roads shall take place, the former ones shall give account before 
they are reimplaced, in what manner thev have applied the money they, 
were intruded with, and reprefented to the Royal Court thefe unlawful!, 
proceedings; but the faid Royal Court, waving all considerations, admi- 
iiiftred the oath of office to the faid, infpe&ors.. 

That the alarming trouble and confufion which now reigns in the pa- 
rish Of S. John, and is daily increasing, the oppofition which the (aid 
Thomas Lempriere has always made to prevent your Petitioner from re- 
ceiving the oath of Conftable, the delays which the Royal Court has, , 
apparently shewn, to have the faid contefted eledion brought to a con- 
clufion, will, it is mod humbly hoped, call your Majefty's fcoyal attention, . 
to whom your Petitioner looks up for redrefs, praying that your Majefty, 
will be gracioufly pleafed to order that the contefted eledion between 
Thomas Lempriere and your Petitioner shall be referred to a Committee, 
of the States, with full power to inveftigate the matter and declare who - 
is duly ele&ed to the faid office of : Conftable, that, he may. be fworn ac*: 
cofdingly. 

And your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever, pray, &c. 
Jerfeyfibruary 3d. tj8ffi . (§*gned). John Arthur.. 
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TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL; 

The humble Petition of Edward Vdpy and John Coutanche of the parish 
of S. John, in the ijland of Jerfey y 

SheiTeth> 

hat Edward Le Maiftre efquire, one of the Jurats of the Royal Coure 
of Jerfey, in confequence of an ad of the faid Court, dated the i2th r 
of november laft, colle&ed the votes .of the freeholders of the parish of 
S. John* on the funday following, for the election of two Centeniers, ia 
the room of M. John Anhur and M* Peter D'Allain. 

That notwithflanding there was a considerable majority of votes in ]&>• 
vour of M. John Le Boutillier and M. Nicholas Baudains, your Afajefty's 
Petitioners, having been honoured with the free fcffirages of many of tha 
inhabitants of the (aid parish, reprefented to the returning officer, on the 
elofing of the poll, that unlawful means had been ufed to fecure a* 
number of votes in favour of the other candidates, and asked for a fcru- 
tiny. 

That the returning officer ordered all the candidates to appear before 
the Court on the i jth. inftant, in order to be heard in their feveral reafons.- 

That, in obedience to the faid fummoos, each of your Petitioners came 
prepared with an humble remonftrance addreffed to the Lieutenant Bailly 
and Jurats, containing the following grounds- of complaint. 

» That above fix weeks previous to the faid ele&ion, all manner of 
» corruption and bribery were put in praflice to gain votes in favour 
» of M. John Le Boutillier and JM. Nicholas Baudains. 

» That, during ail this time, every publick houfe in the parish was 

* kept open, and liquor profofely diftributed to ihofe who promifed to 
» fupport, with their votes and intereft, the ele&ion of the faid M . John 
m Le Boutillier and M. Nicholas Baudains. 

» That in the midft of thefe riotous meetings tHe charafter and re- 
>• putation of your Petitioners have often been malicioufly traduced, being; 
» reprefented as holding principles moft inimical to the publick welfare 
■• of the country. 

» That the voters, who remained unbiased by thefe outrageous proceed 
■• dings, were treated in the moft infulting manner for not acceeding to 
» the propofals of thofe that were bufily employed at the inftigation of 

* the oppofing party- 

sr 
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» That Thomas Lcmpriere efquire, the principal agent In thefe un- 
*» precedented meafures, ftrongly intermeddled in favour of the faid Le 
n .feoutillier's and Baudain's eledion, by bribes, threats and promifes, dif- 
» tributing himfelf fuch quantity of ftrong liquor before, and on the 
« day of eledion, that many, in contempt of religion and common de- 
» cency, went to church fo much intoxicated that they were hardly able 
m to give their votes. 

» That thefe violent and unufual means of depriving the people of 
m the liberty of eledion have made fuch an imprefllon on the minds of 
•> the freeholders in the parish of S. John that a great many, who other- 
si wife would have voted for your Petitioners, have declared they would 
» not venture to do it, for fear of expofing themfelves to the reientment 
»• of people in power. 

» If fuch violences, bribes, threats, and promifes, which are forbidden 
•> in every country, but particularly in England, had not been ufed,youc 
*> Petitioners have all manner of reafon to think they should have car- 
•> ried the eledion by a great majority of votes ; they humbly pray there- 
•> fore to be allowed to prove by witnefles the above dated tads, in 
» order that, after having aflerted their right, they may be admitted to 
•> the office of centenier in the parish of S. John ; and your Petitioners 
» as in duty bound shall ever pray, &c. 

» Delivered in Court the ljth. of november 178^ 

That your Majefty's Petitioners having delivered to an advocate a re- 
prefemation to the above effed, one of them was read, namely that of 
M. Valpy. When the advocate attempted to fpeak upon the merit and 
admiffibility of it, he was interrupted by the Lieutenant Bailly, brother to 
the faid Thomas Lempriere, declaring that his brother, far from deferving 
jhe imputations alledged in the faid remonftrance, had reftored the good 
peace of the parish; and that your Majefly's Petitioners aimed at no- 
thing elfe but trouble and confufion. The advocate, to evince the 
right your Petitioners bad to be heard, reprefented that their complainc 
rwas of the mod ferious nature, that no lefs than five difputed eledions 
were ftill depending before the Court; but the Lieutenant Bailly (lopped 
shim again, pretended he should not "prefume to fpeak when h'e, as 
chief Magiftrate, had declared his fentiments. He asked the opinions 
hereupon, and the Court then determined, that the advocate should not 
fpeak on that fubjed; and the faid LeBoutillier and Baudains were fworn 
inro the office of Centeriiers. 

This being a ftriking inftance of the partiality of a Court of juftice* 
that any of your Mafclty's fubjeds should be denied the afliftance of a 
Council or tne privilege of being heard even in the moft trifling pre- 
tentions, your Majefty's Petitioners conceive, they have been wronged in 
this inftance : they hope, ic will appear to your Majefty, that the Royal 
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Court, and particularly the Lieutenant Bailly,' cannot avoid the hnputa* 
tion of partiality in this ^affair,' having admitted a reprefentation" of the 
faid Thomas Lempriere, who complained, that fome pretended irregula- 
rities had been put in pra&ice in an eleftion of Conftable in the fame pa*- 
rish, for which he was a candidate. 

The Royal Court, out of regard to a fingle individual, namely the 
brother of the Lieutenant Bailly, having refuted to hear the complaint 
of your Petitioners, and having thus debarred them of accefs to cojnmoh 
juftice in your Majeftv's ifland of Jerfey ; your Petitioners humbly look 
up to your Majefly for redrefs; and, as the above fafts are only to be 
aflerted by witnefles, they humbly pray, that your Majefly will be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to order, that this affair should be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the States, chofen by ballot, who shall meet every day till the 
matter is fettled, and that your Petitioners, after having shewn their 
right, may be fworn to the office of centeniers in the parish of S. John; 
and your Petitioners, &c. ' 

hrfey february 3d. ij8$. . Signed Ed. Valpy. John Couianch'e.- 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL,. 

The humble Petition of John Dumaresq an inhabitant of the parish of Si- 
Saviour ,. in the Ifland of Jerfey, 

ShEITETKj* 

X hat your Petitioner, encouraged by a great number of the mod ref- 
peftable and independent freeholders of the parish of S. Saviour, became - 
a candidate for the office of conftable in the faid parish, and on the 
7th. of auguft 1785, was duly ele&ed conftable, by a majority of one 
vote. 

That in the fame month of auguft, your Petitioner appeared before the 
Court, and prayed to be fworn into the faid office, as js cuftomary;* 
but upon a petition preferred to the Court by M. John Poingdeftre, the* 
late conftable and a competitor in the prefent election, the Court did 
not judge proper to fwear in your Petitioner, but admitted the King ? s 
officers to take information. 

That a term of near three months' duration being then coming on, . 
your Petitioner perfuaded himfelf that the point in conteft would be de- 
termined in the courfe of the. faid term, the more fo as it is a qoeftioa* 
of. a publick nature*. 
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That your Petitionee* hot chafing to rely on the difpatch of his com* 
petitor in this bufinefs (who neverthelefs was the proper party to haftea, 
the decifion of the caufe, he being the Petitioner ) has alraoft every day, 
.during the term, prayed, by means of his advocate, that the Court would 
be pleafed to fix a day for the hearing of this caufe 5 but his repeated 
applications have been ineffeftual : not a fingle witnefs has been called, 
nor a further hearing given to the buGnefs, notvithftanding that many 
other trivial and new caufes have palled. 

That your Petitioner is under the neceffity of reprefenting to your Ma- 
jefty, that the returning officer, appointed by the Court to colled the 
votes in this ele&ion, is father of the other candidate, and a&ed natu- 
rally with great partiality; that the fame returning officer is a Jurat of 
the Court; that the Lieutenant Bailly or chief magistrate is a brother in 
law of the other candidate; that two other Jurats of the Court are uncles 
to the faid candidate and another Jurat colonel of a regiment of militia, 
of which he is lieutenant colonel ; that moreover, the Court has taken a 
decided part in all the publick difpute^ which have of late years hap- 
pened in ihe ifland. 

It mull be further obferved, that, by the operation of an order from 
your Majefty irt Council bearing date the 6th. of auguft 1784, the can- 
didate (being the old conftabfe) remains and continues to (k -and vote 
in the aflembly of the States while this conteft is depending before the 
Court, and it is at the fame time however provided by the fame order 
of your Majefty, » that the conftable shall be fworn in as foon as pof- 
fible, after he shall have been duly eleQ,ed. » 

That from the above confiderations, and feeing the delays which keep 
other conftables and centeniers from being fworn into office, particularly 
that for the parish of S. John, where the eledion for a conftable took 
place as far back as the 23d. of may 1784! and which to this day re- 
mains undetermined, your Petitioner cannot but feel and exprefs his ap- 
prehenfions that his future endeavours will prove as fruitlefs as they have 
hitherto been, if the matter is left in the channel where it refts. 

Your Petitioner therefore moft humbly prays that agreaWe to ancient 
ufagff he, or his competitor, if declared duly ele&ed, may be fworn into 
office before the affembly of the States as a member thereof; that the 
States be direded either by themfelves or by means of a committee to 
try the merits of the faid eledion, and that they do fit from day to day 
until the queftion be determined, or fuch other relief in the premifles 
as to your Majefty in your great wifdom $ball feem meet. And your 
Petitioner as in dirty bound will ever pray, &c. 

forjty January ij8S. John Dumaresj. 
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TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, 

The kumbit Pewion of Thomas Anlty* an inhabitant of tht tow* and parish 
of & 'Hditr, in tju ifiand of Jerfhy. 

JLhat your Petitioner a few month* fince was imanjmoufly chofen 
•centenier of the feid | parish, and that an ele&ioa for the office of 
♦conftable having taken place on the :27th. day of ftovember Ipft, he 
was encouraged by the felicitations of a great number of the principal 
inhabitants of the faid parish to offer his fervices, and that he obtained 
a majority of votes. t 

'That he prefented bimfelf at Court to be fworn into the office, of 
conftable, but the other candidate prefenting himfelf alfo alledging that 
he had the majority of- legal votes, the oath was deferred and both 
candidates ordered to make good their refpe&ive pretentions 

That the Court, who try contefted eleftions, having efpoufed a party, 
your Petitioner has die greateft reafon to apprehend that the fame un- 
warrantable delays which have hitherto kept other conftables eleft from 
their right wiH prevail in his cafe, and deprive perhaps for years the 
parish of 5. Helier of its legal reprefentative. 

That your Petitioner . is founded in thefe apprehension* by. a declara- 
tion of the Lieut. Bailly from his feat that the former conftable should 
continue in office at lead two years longer. 

That your Petitioner humbly conceives it icconfiftent with the inde- 
pendence of a legiflative aflfembly, and liable to the goeateft abufts, that 
contefled ; ele&rons of its own spembers should be fubrofcted to* any other 
tribunal. . 

That, prompted by thefe confiderations, your Petitioner humbly prays 
your Majefly would be gracioufly pleated to change to erroneous, a 
iyftem, and order that henceforward all contefled 4tedions should be 
<de^ided by a committee of the States agceaHy tQ Jtfhe practice of the 
^honourable Houfe of Coipraons, And your Pfetittofter as in duty Jbouqd 
■^iill jever pffay, 4c. ; .. :■•■• \ 

Jctfty $tfi. j'tmwtrj 1 fie* . Sigtied 1[koni<q''Antey: " \ ; 
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TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL,, 

The humble Petition of Phi Nicolle, Centenier eh£t for the parish of S*. 
Martin,, in. the. ifiand. of lerfty. 

SHBJTMTHy 

hat on the ifth. day of november 178^. an election of two ccnte* 

niers for the fajd parish of S. Martin was ordered , by the Royal Com* 
to be held. on funday following; in c£>nfequence of which four candidates 
offered themfelves, whereof one, being on the next Court-day returned as . 
having a majority of votes, was immediately admitted to take tEe oath: 
q{ office./ 

That your Petitioner and' M. Geo. Gaudrn had each the fame number 
of votes for the other office of centenier, and prefented.themfelves in 
Coprt; before which the faid Gaudin made voluntarily and without feli- 
citation a foripal ceflion in favour of your Petitioner of. all right and. 
pretentions he had to the ele&ion.. 

' That your Petitioner having then demanded to take the oath of office : 
was oppofed by M. John Mallet the fourth candidate, although the faid 
Mallet had an evident inferiority in the number of votes. Your Petitioner's; 
"oaufe hath not yet been brought to a conclufion;, the Lieutenant Bailly- 
who voted in favour of your Petitioner's . opponent having pofitivety. 
declared* that it should not be decided before next fpring. ; 

That your Petitioner hath therefore reafon to fear that his opponent;, 
fupported by .the patronage of the Lieutepant Bailly, who is Judge and: 
party in his own caufe, mafy find various pretences . of delay, to keep . 
him out of the office » of ' centenier j to which he hath been legally cho- 
fen ^ he* apprehends* and may involve him into unneceffary trouble andi 
expence. 

Alarmed thdfefore at thfefe proceedings, and at the general^ confiifion* 
relative taeledions that^ feems daily, to increafe in. this lfland, your Peti- 
tioner finds hirtfelf under the neeeffity of appealing to your rnoft excellent- 
Majeftyah Council, humbly praying that- your Majefty will; be gracioufly - 
pleafed to ordc*;tfaat his- eUtftfon may be forthwith determined by a. 
Committee of the States of the ifland, chofen by ballot, purfuant to* tRe: 
mode,: ^doDt^r^y 'the: honourable Hdufe of Commons, in- England in ; 
the 'cafe Tor conteftecT ete&ions for members thereof; and alfo agreabty to * 
the ancient cuftom of this ifland in the cafe of conftables, to whom a cea-^- 
tinier is ofien obliged to aft. in the States as fubftitutew. 
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And your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray, Sect 
Jtrjey jtbruary the 3d. ty8ff. Signed Ph. NicolU: 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL; 

TJie humble Petition of Jiveral of the principal freeholders of the parish of S„ 
Helier, in the ifland of Jerfey, hereunto fubjeribed, in behalf of themjelves 
and others the inhabitants of the /aid parish. 

Sheweth § 

JL hat the uncertainty and defe&s in the laws both civil and criminal, 
and the wane of political order have for many years pad been fubjefts 
of general concern in the ifland of Jerfey. 

That in the prefent (late of things the inhabitants of this country feel 
their condition to be truly deplorable, without any fixed laws to fet bounds 
to the exercife of judicial authority and enfure the property of the fub- 
jeft, and with a legislative affembly rendered ineffectual- by the repeated 
defertion of the majority of the Jurats, whenever any law is enafted 
without the fanftion of their approbation. 

That the difputes and animofities, that have fo long ^agitated the minds 
of the people, originated* as your Petitioners humbly conceive, in a cont 
tant firuggle on the part of the Royal Court to regain that fuperiority 
over the legiflative body, of which your Majefly fb wifely devefted them 
nr your order of the sSth. of march 1771, in which it is provided that 
no provisional law shall be pafied but by the whole affembly of the States. 

That .finding themfelves pofieffed of almoft unlimitted authority in 
confequence of the confufion, uncertainty, and ambiguity of the laws, the 
Jurats cannot but feel it their interett to impede the enadion of any, 
as every new law neceffarily occafions a diminution of their difcretio- 
nary power. 

That this place is now become the wretched (bene of - irreconcileable 
animotities, carried to'fuch alarming extremity as muft endanger the fu- 
ture fafety of the ifland, if fome effectual remedy is not applied. 

That the States have lone had it in contemplation, and liave often 
declared it indifpenfnbly requifite for the peace and profperity of this coun- 
try, to pray for a reformation in the conflitution and laws, but have hi- 
therto been prevented from carrying fo falutary a meafure into effeft by 
thofe who find their advantage in the exifting evil. \Fe are informed thafi 
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on the 2i ft. of may 178*5, an aft was prepared wMcR BaS this preitft^ 
blc : » The Scares confldering the difficulties and contefts, which daily arife 
» in the different branches of the political body to thfc great prejudice? 
« of the inhabitants of the ifland, the impediments on the moft impor- 
» tant fubje&s, and the obftaeles made to the ordinary courfe of buGneft,, 
» occasioned by the uncertainty of the rights* functions, duty and com- 
a* petency of each of them, the law-fuks and troubles to which indi- 
te viduals. are brought by not knowing which authority they are to fub- 

* mit to, and that the publicfc in shoit are become victims of this: 
a* pernicious diforder, have thought it their duty, and of indifpenfable ne- 
» ceffity in the prefent conjunfture, to addrefs with all humility his mod? 

* excellent Majefty, the gracious Sovereign and prote&or of this ifland*. 
» praying that his Majefty will be gtacioufly pleafed to order fuch mea- 
« Aires as in his Majefty s great wifdom shall feem meet to reftore pu- 
»» bliek tranquility, &c. »• This motion met with the concurrence and 
fupport of a large majority of the members of the States, but, owing to* 
an objeftion of the President, has remained friended and without effeft*. 

That feverat humble petitions were prefented to your Majefty ref» 
pefting the fame unfortunate ftate of affairs in this ifland in the year 
1783 and 1784, particularly one from die major part of the members 
of the States, and one from upwards of one tnoufand jperfons, both 
praying* * That your Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to take into 
» your Royal confideration the prefent unhappy and precarious ftate of 

* political rule and order in the ifland of Jerfey, being well aftured that 
^ your Majefly in your great wifdom, after due information of the never- 
9? ceaftng cauie of troubles and difpotes, would permit fuch regulations: 

* to be made as will fecure the rights, prefcribe the duty, and enfure. 
» the peace of all ranks of perfons in your Majefty 's ifland of Jerfey, &c.»> 

That in the month of July laft, feveral reprefentations were made to the: 
States by the parish aflemblies of the ifland, complaining of various points; 
in the prefent praftice of the laws; that among ffcem are many real grie- 
vances, which your Petitioners expefted to be laid before your Majefty^ 
by the Stares, as the proper means of obtaining redrefe. But a total 
flop being again put to the proceedings of the States by the deferrion 
of a major part of the Jurats, yours Petitioners aiad the publick are* 
thereby deprived of the means of being heard on. any. fubjed through^ 
the medium of the States as a corporate body. 

That a day being fixed in february neict by the right honourable the- 
tords of the Committee of Council for th? determination of fome im- 
portant points refpefting the political government of Jerfey, and your 
retitioners humbly conceiving the reformation of abufes in the civil and 
criminal laws of the ifland to be of no lefs importance and of a ftill, 
more, univerfai concern, moft humbly pray that your Majefty will be- 

gieafedl 
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pleated to permit the confideration of the fame on the day fo fixed by 
their Lordships, and; that in regard to the loyalty and firm attachment 
of your Majefty's faithful fubje&s in this ifland, and in the abundance 
of your paternal goodqefs, fo often manifefted^ to them, your Ma- 
jefly will be gracioufly pleated to grant to the inhabitants of Jerfey, 
iuch effedual means of removing the evil they have long laboured under, 
as to your Majefly in your great wifdom shall feem meet. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Jerfiy the zyth. of January t^96. 

The above Petition was Jigned by fifty-two of the mofl refpeSable inhabitant f 
of the parish of S. Helier in point of rank and fortune. A fimilar one was 
Jigned by people of the fame description in different parishes; inS. Oueris twelve , 
in S. Marys thirteen, in Grouvilles and S>. Clement's thirty- two> in S. Un- 
lade* s tweenty-nine, in 5. Martin's feventeen, in S, Peters twetnty~two> in S 
Johns thirteen. 

The points in difpute, undetermined, between the States and the Royal Court, 
which had been appointed by the right honourable the Lords of the Council to be 
heard on the i$th. of february zy8ff t were further deferred to the enfuing 
week, at the folicitation of the Lieutenant Bailly, and were then finally difiujfed before 
their Lordships. The order that iffued thereupou did not come out before the 
xd. of june t j 86. 

An eleBion for the office of Jurat in the ifland of Jerfiy, vacant by the 
death of Nicholas Fiott efquire, having taken place on the tgth. of february and 
James Hammond efquire having been returned by the Jurats and other members 
of the Royal Court aEting as returning officers, as duly ele£led 9 the following 
remonfirance was yrefented to the Royal Court by Philip Dumaresq gentleman 
the other candidate. y 



A mdnfieur le Lieutenant Bailli 6\ d MM. les Juris-jufliciers de la Cour 
Roy ale de Vile de Jerfiy. 

JPfa Qfimvesq Wnfffiyrfn^prefentement halitaru de la fflnife de S. Brehdt 
&.teJantc&MS.Pkrre,jrb'humblememremontre,, 

^/u^ruE p&« de Jv& jaflicier .&anr . devenue vacante , au fie*ge <J e fu£ 
lice, par rla mrirt.de MicoJas. Fiott, ^cuyer, un des Jures-jufiicters de la 
.Cour xciyalede. ladite iler, :•& Cour ordonha que. dimanche 19 fcVrier 1786 
en ptpccderoity'.dans. toutes;J.es paroiffes de cette ile, a l'eleaion d'uni 
fedonne . ppur. amgiu; ladite.. jJiaxge.. . 
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Que votre Bemontrant fut honore des fuflrages libres dun grand nom- 
bre des principaux & autres habitans du pays , dument qualifies pour vo- 
ter dans les ele&ions des juges & des connecables. 

Que Jacques Hammond, ccuyer, eut auffi plufieurs voix dans !es dif- 
ferences paroiiies , & qu'il femble meme, par le rapport qui en eit fait, 
qu'il y a une pluralite en fa faveur. 

Que ledit Jacques Hammond, ecuyer, n'erant pas n6 dans Tile de 
Jerfey', n'y peut exercer l'office de Jure-jufticier, fans enfreindre Tarticle 
expres des conftitutions du roi Jeaft, pour les iles de Jerfey & de Guer- 
nefey, lequel a ete confirme par plufieurs ordres fubf&juens, & qui eft 
congu en ces termes : * . 

» Ii debent eligi de indigenis infularum per Miniftros Domini Regis Sc 
<*» optimates Patriae, fcilicet poll mortem unius eorum alter fide dignus, 
.m vel alio cafu legitimo, debet fubftitui. » C'eft-a-dire, eux, les Juges, 
doivent etre choifis des indigenes des iles, par les Miniftres du feigueur 
Roi , & par les principaux de la patrie ; favoir apres la mort d'un d'entre 
eux, ou pour quelqu autre raifon legitime, un autre digne de foi, doic 
etre fubftituc. 

Que fi, dans la fuite des temps, cet article a fubit quelque change- 
ment au fujet des dlefteurs, il n'en a regu aucua par rapport a la per- 
fonne qui doit etre elue; que ce feroit enfreindre un de nos plus beaux 
privileges, & ouvrir. la porte a toutes fortes d'abus, que d'y porter la 
moindre atteinte; qu'une infra&ion en attire toujours une autre, & que 
<Tailleurs on doit naturellement efperer plus de protection d'un indigent 
que d'aucun autre, quelque propriety quii puifle avoir parmi nous. 

Qu il ny a Jamais eu aucun indigene de ladite i]e connu fous le nom 
que porte ledit Jacques Hammond , ecuyer , partant on le ddfie de moot- 
trer, par aucune preuve par ecrit, qu'il foit m£me d'extradtion jerfioife* 

Que plufieurs perfonnes qui ne font pas au rat, des en fans de famille 
& aucres qui n'ont pas les qualifications requifes par la loi, ont vorf 
pour ledit Jacques Hammond, ecuyer, & que d'autres qui avoient cou- 
tume de voter dans les ileftions precedentes & qui fe propofoient de 
donner leur voix en faveur de votre Remontrant en ont 6t6 erhpechds. 

Que des dons, des menaces, des promefies :& r des violences de toutes 
*fp&ces, ont £t€ mis en ufage, au prejudice de votre Remontrant, Sc 
pour obliger le peuple a voter contre lui. 

Que plufieurs de ceux qui avoient le courage de refter fermes dans 
les int£r&ts de votre Remontrant, ont eu la mortification de fe voir ar- 
rachds hors de chez eux & enferm& dans des maifons particuli&res, d'oft,' 
apres les avoir mis dans un etat d'intemp&ance, on les menoit, prefqu* 
jkors de connoiflance, voter pout ledit Jacques Hammond, Ecuyer. , 
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' Que les violences & les injures one 6t6 pontes a un tel degtfE, que'. 
votre Remontrant a re$u des applications r&t&ees de la part des per- 
fonnes qui lui demandoient fa protedion; que lui-meme, accompagne de- 
plufieurs temoins, a vu un homme renferme dans une chambre au ca- 
denas, avec un foldat pour le garder; cet homme faifoit tous fes efforts 
pour s'echapper par la fen6tre, afin d'aller donner fa voix a votre Re- 
montrant. 

Que des perfonnes en pouvoir ont envoys, a des gens dans leur di- 
pendance, des meffages & des billets f qui. leur faifoient craindre pour 
eux ou leurs enfans, d'etre prives de leur fubfiftance, s'ils ne donrioient' 
leurs voix pour ledit Jacques Hammond, ecuyer. 

Qu'on a pouff<£ les chofes au point qu'un particulier, craigdant potir 
fa vie, s'eft plaint qu'on Tavoit menaci de le pourfuivre dans les rues^ 
& un autre, de le pendre a la pone de Wglife, s'ils ofoient voter pour 
votre Remontrant. 

Que des gens en charge fe font tellement livres a Tefprit de parti; 

Su'ils ne pouvoient pas sempecher de faire eclater leur animofite jufque* 
ans Peglife , de maltraiter & pouffer avec violences , ceux qui avoient 
la rifolution de voter pour votre Remontrant;: & d'en obliger d'autres K 
par force, a retrader leur opinion,. 

Qu'un grand nombre de ceux qui ont vote pour ledit Jacques Ham- 
mond, ecuyer, ont declare depuis, qu'ils auroient donn£ en faveur de 
votre Remontrant, fans les menaces qu'on leur faifoit & les craintes q^on 
leur infpiroit d'un jour a Tautre. 

Que plufieurs connetables 8c autres ofSciers de police; ofit afiiu^ i 
votre Remontrant que les-voies les- plus illicites, des violences de tome' 
efpece , des craites , des promeffes , des menaces , ont et6 mi fes en ufage 
pour le fruflrer de la bonne intention du peuple, que des gens qui n'a« 
voient pas voix ont donne contre lui, qu'on en a refufe d'autres qui avoient 
droit de voter- & qui avoient deffein' de lui donner leurs fuffrages. 

Que Pierre Mauser gent., ftipulant a Foffice d'Avocat du roi & con- 
nctable de la paroiffe de S. Liaurens , apres avoir ete dans fa propre pa- 
ioiffe> & ailleurs, fpllicit&r 'lei parciculiers en faveut dudit Jacques Han>- 
mond, ecuyer, a encore recueilli les voix & fuffrages du peuple dans* 
la meme paroiffe; ce qui ne pouvoir ^ que tourner/au prejudice de votre ! 
Remontrant, puifque la prefence dudit connetable devoit abfolument in* 
thnider les uns & forcer les autres a voter contre leur inclination. 

Or done , la Cour ayant fixe fur le ip fevrier pour elire un Jur&jut 
ticier, votre Remontrant, d'apres les diverfes allegations faitef ci-deffus, 
& convaincu qu'il y a une pluralite de voix legales en fa faveur; fe 
croit le feulfonde" en juftice a demander a la Cour de lui adminiftrer 
^ferment* dei Jure? juftkitr,. Votre Remontrant fe* croit de plus autoriWi 
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a regarder comme abfolument nulles les volx donn£es a Jacques Hammond; 
^cuyer, vu qu'il n'eft point indigene de cette He, & cela en vertu de 
1'article troifieme des conflitutions du roi Jean, qui eft fi poGtif a cec 
egard, >qa'il n'admet aucune Equivoque : ii debent eligi de indigenis in- 
fularum, &c. , ce qui veut dire, moc pour mot, ceux-la ( fous enteodus 
les Jugcs) doivent cere choifis parmi le; indigenes des ties. II efl bon 
d'obierver que ce moc des lies n'a d'allufion qu'a Jerfey & a Guernefey, 
& quant au,mot indigene, lEncyclopie en explique la iignification dune 
maniere fi precife & fi claire qu'on ne peut revoquer en doute que Far- 
dele troifieme des conftitutions du roi Jean, ci-de(Tus mentionnees, nim- 
plique pofitivement, par ce mot indigene, qu'un homme ne dans lefdires 
lies. Partanr votre Remontrant demancle la due execution d un article aufli 
eflentiel aux privileges des indigenes du pays & au bonheur de la com- 
munaut^, il demands que le ferment de Jure-jufticier lui foit en confe- 

3uence adminiftre, & lupplie humblement la Cour de prendre le contenu 
e ladite remontrance en confideration; d'ordonner en outre que les di- 
vers recueils des voix & fuffrages du peuple, aulli bien que le rat des 
differences paroiflfes, foient loges au greffe, pour qu'il puifre y avoir re- 
Cours a faire preuve des fait*; (us-allegu^s , ann que la violence & la fraude 
foient, par votre bonne & faine juftice, reprimees fuivant a leur d&ndrite* 

Et votre Remontrant felon que tres-oblig£ priera r &c. &c. 

pelivre en Cour feante, le 4 mars ij86. Signe Ph. Dumaresq, 

Mdi Edouard Remon, notaire public, dument admis & jure par auto- 
rite royale, demeurant en Tile de Jerfey, certifie que le contenu ci-deflus 
eft la vraie copie mot pour mot de Toriginal qui m'a ete produit par 
Philippe Dumaresq gent. , en prefence de la Cour royale de cette ile , ce 
quatrieme jour de mars, Tan mil fept cens quatre-vingt fix. En temoi- 
gnage de quoi j'ai appofe mon figne & fceau d office en ladite ile de 
Jerfey, ou le papier timbre n'eft point en ufage. 

In pramijforum jidem. - 

Ed. Remon , notaire public. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, 
The humble Petition of Ph. Dumaresq of the ijland of Jerfey $ 

. X HAT an office of Jurat of the Royal Court of the faid ifland being 
yaoant by the death of Nicholas Fiott efquire, the faid Royal Come 
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ordered that an eledlon for the faid office of Jurat should take plac* 
in the twelve parishes of the ifland of Jerfey, on funday 19th. of fe- 
bruary 1786, and for that purpofe appointed twelve members of their 
own body, Jurats and others, to colled the votes and aft as returning 
officers in the faid refpeftive parishes. 

That, for feveral days prior to the faid eleSion, every fort of undue influence, 

corruption, fraud, and even violence had been put in pra&icc by perfons 

in power and office to deprive your Petitioner of the free votes of the 

• people, and on the day and time of election the fame unlawful means 

were again ufed with fuccefs againft him. 

That, notwithftanding thefe unlawful meafures and a powerful oppofition, 
your Petitioner was on the day of eleftion, honoured with the votes and 
iupport of the moft refpeftable and independent perfons of the ifland, 
and had in the whole nine hundred and thirty nine votes. 

That James Hammond, the other candidate for the faid office of Jurat 
had nine hundred and fifty nine votes, being tweenty more on the poll 
than ydur Petitioner, 

That the time of voting throughout the twelve parishes being at 
the fame hour, your Petitioner was not able to attend but one place 
of polling, nor could maintain his right in the other parishes. But be- 
ing informed by feveral perfons of credit, that very unfair advantages 
had been taken, and a great number of illegal votes admitted by the re- 
turning officers, in favour of the faid James Hammond, upward of fofty 
in one parish only ; and that on the other hand feveral good votes 
offered in favour of your Petitioner, had been refufed by the faid returning 
officers, your Petitioner was encouraged and perfuaded by all his friends 
to demand a fcrutiny, and petition againft the admiffion of the faid 
James Hammond to the office of Jurat. 

That accordingly, on 4th. of march following, being the day fixt 
for the return of the different polls, your Petitioner prefented an humble 



)lace, a difqualification 
le faid James Hammond 



petition to the Royal Court Itating in the firft 
in his opponent for the faid office of Jurat, viz : that tl 

was not bom in either of the iflands of Jerfey or Guernfey as is required 
by the conftitutions of king John, in thefe words : » Ii debent eligi de 
a indigenis infularum per Miniftros Domini Regis & optimates Patriae, 
» fcilicet poll mortem unius eorum, alter fide dignus, vel alio cafu, 
»> legitimo debet fubftitui. » Stating in the next place, that a great num- 
ber of illegal votes had been admitted on the different polls in favour 
of the faid James Hammond, contrary to the order of Council of the 
19th. of may 1671, 9th. of July 173 J, and 12th. of march 1771, by 
which orders it is fettled v » that none shall be admitted to vote at the elec- 
•» tion of Jurates and /Conftables except fuch as contribute to publick 
» taxes, and to the proviftons made for the poor, and are mailers of 
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* families. » And taftly, fetting forth the illicit and unwarr&ntabfe mea- 
fores by which your Petitioner had been prejudiced in his eleftion, fuch 
as gifts and promifes to Come of the voters, riireats- of punishment and 
of ruin, to others, open violence to many, and to one man aftual 
imprifonment under lock and a foldier's guard. These and fundry other 
faafts your Petitioner laid in writing before the Royal Court, fubmitting th« 
whole to their confideration, and humbly praying that the Royal Court would 
be pleafed to order that the feveral returns, and the rates of the parishec 
should be loged au greffe as is ufual, in order to have recourfe -thereto* 
and that your Petitioner might be permitted to prove the fads above-ftatedj 
and be fworn into the office of Jurat accordingly.. 

That, inftead of allowing your Petitioner the means of proving the' 
faSts he alledged, or of granting him a fcrutiny, the Royal Court re- 
jeded altogether the- application of your Petitioner, refufed to admit or 
take notice of his petition, denied him the right of inlpe&ing the polls 
and of depofiting them au greffe, as has been the conftant ul'age. Each 
of the returning officers, from the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats down to 
the Greffier of the Court, and the common Serjeants of juflice, took 
upon himfelf individually to difcriminate the number of good from 
the number of bad votes he had upon his lift, which as many of them 
faid, they had feminized in private. All this, however new and extraor- 
dinary was allowed by the Court without further enquiry or examination.. 
The lifts remained with the returning officers, and the Royal Court, con- 
trary to all former precedents, immediately adminiftered the oath of Jurat : 
to the faid James Hammond and admitted him to a feat on the? * 
bench of Juftice :. deciding, thereby, againft your Petitioner without evi- 
dence and without apeai ; and leaving him no.- means of redrefs but*, 
that which he now, with great humility but with intire confidence*, 
looks up for through your Majefly's gracious interpoGtion. . 

That, in addition to the fads above-mentioned, your Petitioner can- 
not forbear reprefenting to your Majefty, that almoft all the members, 
of the Royal Court have taken a warm, afiive, and decided part againft 
your Petitioner, previous to, and at the time of the faid eleftion: being 
firft the Agents. of his opponents, then returning officers, and laftly his 
3udge$: that your Majefty's Advocate general, the other. advocates of the 
Court, the Denonciatbrs or Serjfeants of juftice, your Majefty's Store- 
keeper and Commiflanf, have all taken the. fame aftive part and ftrongly 
Intermeddted in the faid election, making ufe of the powerful influence 
which their refpe&ive. offices give them on the minds of the people, 
going from parish to parish, intimidating fome, and winning over the 
votes of other eleftors. .' 

Under thefe circumftances, when the arbitrary 3 and 'partial" proceedings 
Qf the Royal. Ccturt of Jerfy.is the fubjs&..of grievance, your. Petitioner 
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Hands In need of your Majcfty's particular prote&Ion for the attainment of 
Truth and Juftice, and your Petitioner in that reliance, mod humbly prays 
that your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to allow him the mean's or pro- 
ving the fads above- fiated, and alfo to try the merits of the faid eledion 
before an impartial and difinterefted tribunal ; that to effeft this, your Majefty 
will be gracioufly pleafed to order ( as was done in the difputes between 
the Baiily and Jurats of Guernfey by order of 3d. of april 1776 ) that the 
Lientenant Governor of the ifland of Jerfey, taking to his aftiftance any two 
or more impartial perfons, shall take the depoGtions of witneffes upon the 
feveral fa As above-mentioned; otherwife, that your Majefty maybe gracioufly 
pleafed to name any number of impartial CommiiConers or lpecial Judges 
in the faid ifland of Jerfcy for the purpofe above-mentioned, as was done 
by the order of the 4th. of June 1 $90, upon the difputes then fubfifting between 
the Governor and two Jurats of Jerfey. Or laftly, that the queftion refpefting 
the faid election be brought before the whole body of the States of the iflano» 
as was the original ^tnd conftant ufage until about the year 1620, when this 
right was ufurped by the Royal Court. Thefe and fuch other mode of juf- 
tice and redrefs as <o your Majefty in your great wisdom shall feem meet. 
And further, your Petitioner moft humbly prays, that your Majefty will be 
gracioufly pleafed, provifionally to order, that the faid twelve returns of polls 
and the parish rates be now lodged au greffe for the infpeftion of the 
parties : and that the faid James Hammond shall not exercife the fhnftiohs 
of a Jurat of the Royal Court of Jerfey until the merits of the (aid eledion 
be determined. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray Sec. &c. dcci 
ifland qfJcrfijr, march i*th % *j86. figned fh% Dum&KS£{ 
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AT THE COURT AT S. JAMES'S, THE 8tlu OF AUGUST 1787,. 

P RJS S E N T r 

Jie King' s most Excellent Majesty* 

His Royal Highness Earl of Leicester, 

the Duke of York, Viscount Howe, 
Arch, of Canterbury, Viscount Ga^way^ 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Sydney, 

Lord President, Lord Walhingham^ 

Marquis of Buckingham, Lord Hawkesbury^ 
Marquis of Carmarthen. Lord Herbert, 
Lord Chamberlain, Sir Joseph York, 

Earl of Aylesford, William Pitt efq^. 

Earl of Effingham, Sir John Skinner* 

W hereas there was this day read at the Board" a report from the rigEt 
honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council, for the affairs of Jer- 
sey and Guernfey, dated the 2d. of this inftanr, in the words following, viz~ 

» Your Majefty having been pleafed, by your order in Council of the 22d- 
» of march 1780, to refer unta this Committee, a petition of doleance of Ph- 
» Dumaresq of the ifland of Jerfey, complaining of a denial of juftice- 
» from the Royal Court, for that he being a candidate for the office o£ 
» Jurat in the joom of Nicholas Fiott deceafed, together with James Ham- 
a»- mond efq. and the latter being returned as legally elefted by the majority,, 
» he, the faid Philip Dumaresq, did petition the Rojral Court, fuggefting 
m many bad practices and corrupt proceedings againft him at the faid eleftion, 
» and infifting that he had a majority of legal votes, and praying that the 
» return and the rates of the parishes should be lodged au greffe, as is 
» ufual, in order to have recourfe thereto, and that he might be permitted 
» to prove the laid fads, and be fworn into the office accordingly ; but 
» that the Royal Court, inftead of receiving his petition, and proceeding 
» to try the merits of the eleftion, under the pretence that the Jurats, who 
» were the returning officers, had, by a private fcrutiny among themfelves„ 
9 examined the poll, and found upon examination that the faid James. 
» Hammond had upon fuch infpeftion a greater majority than he appeared 
» to have upon the poll, had rejefted the petition, without hearing the* 
» caufe, and by an aft of the Royal Court which was annexed to the faid 
» petition, prefenred to your Majefty, adjudged the faid James Hammond 
» to be duly elefted, and adminiftered to him the oath of a Jurat, and 
» that he had taken his place upon, the feat of juftice accordingly ; and 

further 
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»> further that the Royal Court had refuted toallotr the Petitioner ap ap* 
» j eal to your Majefty, under pretence that this cafe was not appealable;. 
9> the Lords of the Committee, in obedience to your Majefty 's laid order 
» of reference,' did on the 25th. of the faid month, take the faid peti- 
•» tion of doleance into their confideration, and thought proper to re- 
al quire the Royal Court to return their anfwer thereto in writing, by: 
•> which it appears that the matter of the faid petition is. true, fo far 
*. as refpe&s the application of the faid Philip Dumaresq to the Royal 
» Court ; the rejeding of his petition without hearing the caufc ; the 
» judgment in favour pf the feid James Hammond ; the adminiftring the 
» oath of office to him, and receiving him upon the bench of the Ju- 
« rats, and the re&ifing the faid Petitioner his appeal. And the Committer 
m having teen attended by council on behalf of the faid Philip Dumaresq,. 
» none appealing for the Royal Court, the faid Royal Court not think- 
» ing it neceffary to employ any agent or council to jufttfy or excufe 
» their proceedings, but leaving their defence upon the anfwer fo returned 
a^ to this Committee (as aforefaid ) and having confidered the matter of the 
»> faid complaint, the Committee are of opinion that the Royal Court upon 
» this occafion have forgot their duty and chara&er of Judges, ind have, 
m in a mod arbitrary and unwarrantable manner, decided the caufe without 

* hearing the parties ; in which refpeft, the Committee humbly offer as 
a» their advice to your Majefty, that it may be proper for your Majefly to 
9» order, that the faid aft of the Royal Court, adjudging the faid James 

* Hammond to be duly defied, be utterly annulled and erafed from the 
a» records of the ifland ; and that your Majefly may be pleafed further to 
sft order, xequire, and command the Royal Court forthwith to proceed to 

* the hearing 1 the faid matter in a judicial way ; and that the evidence on 
9ft. both" fides may be taken down in writing and returned to your Ma- 
9ft jefty in Council, together with the judgment, in cafe either party should 
a* think fit to appeal : and that thp (aid James Hammond be fufpended 
•ft from afting iff the office of Jurat : and that neither of the Candidate* 
» b* adihfrted to a feat upon the bepch of Jurats, till after this eleftioa 
» be finally determined. » 

• His Majfctfy having taken x the faicl report into his Royal confideration,; 
and approving of what is therein prbpofed, is pleafed by and with the ad- 
vice 01 his Privy Council, to order, (as it is hereby ordered ) that the 
ad made by the Royal Court of the (aid ifland, adjudging the- faid James 
Hammond to be duly eleded to the office of Jurat, be utterly annulled 
and erafed frbm the records. . 

And his Majefty dqth bfif$\>y ordfl$, xequire ; and; command that the faid 
Ppyal Court do forthwith proceed. to f the. hearing, the petition of the faid 
Philip Dumaresq, touching the r merits of the faid eledion, in a judicial way ; 
and that the evidence on both fides be taken down in writing, and returned 
to his Majefly at this board, together with the yudgmeut ptopounced there* 
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upon, in cafe either party should think fit to appeal And that the fri<I 
James Hammond be fufpended from afting in the office of Jurat; and 
that neitheir of the candidates be admitted to a feat upon the bench of Ju- 
rats, till after this eleftion shall be finally determined. And his Maj fty doth 
hereby direft that this order be regiftered in the Royal Court of the faid 
ifland. 

Whereof the Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Court are to take notice 
and govern .therafelves accordingly. 

finged Steph, CottreU. 

N. B. The following anfwer of the Court to tht doleance of Ph. Dumaresq, 
ought to have been infer ted before the • above order. 

To the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs of 

Jerjiy and Guernfey. m 
My Lords,, 

In obedience to your Lordships' order of the 28th. of march 1786 direft-* 
ing an anfwer to be returned in writing to a petition of doleance of Philip 
Dumaresq j we beg leave to obferve to your Lordships that it would be a 
matter of great concern and furprife to us to find our integrity as Ma- 
giftrates fo violently impeached, if we were not long fince accuftomed to 
the fame treatment from the fame quarter, a printing office liaving been 
fet up in the dwelling houfe of the faid Dumaresq, whofe chief employ 
has been to circulate anonymous produftions of the mod indecent, unjurf, 
and illiberal nature againft the members of the Royal Court both in their 
public and private charafters. We flatter ourfelves that it will appear to 
your Lordships, that our conduft as Magiftrates, in the eleftion complai- 
ned of, was fuch as it ought to be. 

On funday the 29th. of february 1786, on the death of Nicholas Fiott, 
•fquire, an eleftion took place in the twelve parishes of this ifland, after 
divine fervice in the morning, as has ever been accuftomed. The Jurats 
and Officers of the Royal Court abfolutely deny, that previous to or ac 
the time of eleftion they have made ufe of threats, promifes or any other 
unwarrantable influence; they have all ftudioufly endeavoured to difcoun- 
tenance every attempt ipade againft the freedom of eleftion,. and if fome 
of them have interfered in the faid eleftion they can folemnly affure youjc, 
Lordships that they have gone no further than to vote for, and to: 
recommend, in a decent manner, the perfon they looked upon .to be the 
fitteft to occupy the vacant office. This our conduft, we humbly con- 
ceive, is fo far from giving room to the imputation of fraud ana vio*; 
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fence, that it is fanftified by, the ufage ever followed in fucfh cafes; ancT 
is petfedly conftitutional ; .. the conftitutions of king John fay «• debent 
»* eligi per Miniftros Domini Regis & optimates Patriae; » which furely 
indicates that they were- originally, the ele&orsj and which feems to have 
been the motives on which two letters of king. Charles the fecond were 
fent to the Royal Court, the laft in the year 1667 the 17th, of april* 
in which this Royal Court is enjoined not to fufter, any perfon to be 
admitted into the office of Jurat contrary to the King's former diredions > . 
and that if* any fuch should chance, through ignorance, of the people or 
otherwife, to be chofen to the faid office, to iflue new orders for the 
people to proceed to a new eleflion., ^ 

As to the complaint of the Doleant, that from the polls being held at 
the fame time in the twelve parishes, . he was unable to attend, to his 
imereft, we beg leave to obferve that it is the ufage invariably followed 
in all general elections, and that In this refped he was under no grea- 
ter difadvantage than the other candidate, and that by this- mode of pro- 
ceeding it was effe&ualfy out of the power of the Magiftrates who col- 
lefted the votes to ufe (which God forbid they should have been-Jor 
dined to do) that influence which the Petitioner complains of, moft;/^f 
them being out of their parishes and thereby unable to avail themfelves 
of their intereft.. 

As to the difqualification pretended by the faid Dumaresq in M Ham- 
mond, as not being born in either of the Wands of Jerfey or Guernfey, 
which he pretends to be requisite by. the conftuutions of king John which 
fay » debent eligi de indigenis infularum; *> we hope your Lordships will 
think, that we 5 have not been guilty of injuftice in not Judging M. Ham- 
mond, though born in ! London; an alien; .the words above cited being 
generally under flood not to exclude from that office the aborigines df 
the ifland, but were meant no doubt to exclude the inhabitants of the 
province of 'Normandy, from which this ifland ( which remained under the 
dominion of the. King of England) was juft then feparated. 

The father of ML Hammond was a native of this ifland, descended from 
natives for many generations, was poffefled of inheritance in it which he 
never difpofed of y he refided for feveral years as merchant at Faro in* 
Portugal,, where he had the honour of being british Conful; on his re- 
turn from thence he was married to the mother of the faid James Ham- 
mond, who was daughter of a M. Lempriere- native of Jerfey alfo, and 
. defcended from natives for very many generations ; as foon as he had 
fettled his affairs he returned to this ifland where he purchafed in ad- 
dition to his former eftate, the manor of Samare's, one of the firfl in 
r value and dignity in this ifland, on which he refided to the day of 
' his death; and where his fon, the faid James Hammond, was brought 
up tUL he removed, to. England for his education, which he compleated 
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*at HerJfcA ^olfege in Oxford, r M. lames Hammond is hot '.she firft 
-Inftance of. a pcrfon been, out' of the iflatid being admitted to execcife 
the office of hitex. M.Charles Foingdeftra, tbougti born in ^Oxford, exer- 
cifed the fame office for : feveraL years after the: validity, of .his eledion 
was acknowledged by an, order of the King in Council of the _urth. of 
june 1702, up cm 'full ifcveftigation of dhe caufe, c and it mity Dot beamife 
to obferve t;o you* Lordships, ihfct M. latnies Hammond L has! ;befcri twice 
<ele<fted a conftabie of the parish of S* Clement, conldqueocly a mem- 
ber of the States, and that he was ,a<5tually fo atxhe time ihe.was elefted 
Jurat* - :».".-..:. 

As to the complaint that a great number of illegal votes bave teen ad- 
mitted in favour of thefaxd fames Hammond, contrary to. the orders of 
167s; 173 j, and 1771,: we beg leiace! to feprefent to yoor -Lordships, that 
*the Ante method was followed in this election as has invariably been jprac*- 
^tteed in all eleftions for Jurats ox Conftables, theiproper parisfoofficers attending 
with the rates; and every effort was ufed chat none but $hafe who were 
rated and contributed to public taxes should vote ; afterwards, left thro* the . 
-unavoidable confufion, wnich always attends contefted eie&ions, fome error 
•#ii£ht have imperceptibly ftept in, the lift of voters was again examined 
upon the parish rates by the members of the Royal Court who hlad col- 
lected the votes, when it appeared: that the majority in favour of NL Ham- 
mond was thirty. . . 

The Doleant ias neprefented to your Lordships that, notwithftanding the 
unlawful meafures ana powerful oppofition he complains of> he was On rhe 
day of election honoured with votes and fupport of the . mod refpe&able 
and independent perfon* of the ifland. In prder to beaUe to/certify your 
Lordships in this respe&, we have iagain. examined into it, *nd upob the ful- 
led enquiry we find that the ibalance, as to the weight of property in the 
voters, is in favour of M. Hammond in a much greater proportion than 
the majority of votes bears, being upon the whole about one iifth part 
more than on the fide of the faid Dumaresa ; this ftatement will, we hum- 
bly conceive, enable your Lordships to judge which of the candidates is 
honoured with the moft refpeftable and independent fupport. 

In regard to the votes complained of, as admitted on the different polls 
in favour of the faid Hammond contrary to the orders of Council if 
19th. of may 1671, 9th. of July 173c, and 28th. of march 1771^ by which 
orders it is fettled, that none shall be admitted to vote in the eledions 
of Jurats and Conftables, except fuch as contribute to public taxes and 
to the provifion made for the poor, and are matters of families, by which 
the Doleant feems to imply that many of the voters, in favour oi the 
faid James Hammond, though taxed, want the full qualifications, not being 
matters of families, it mud be allowed that among the voters for the faid 
Hammond, upon a minute and diligent examination, it appears there are 
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$>pft-of (his-defajtptions hot -k cannot he faid that the hiefabbrs -of thg 
Royal -Court, who coUefted the voces, have been partial to him io that 
«efpe<ft, as the laid Dumaresq has, upon the different polls, by much the 
greater number of the fame kind. We beg therefore to be further in~ 
2julged by .yew Lordships in observing, that, whatever error there may be 
in this, it proceeds not from any wjlfulnefs iji the merabett of the Royal 
.Courts who not knowing the voters individually cannot at once difgri- 
•inmate thofe different degrees oJF qualification in them; and as that mi- 
nute exa&nefs is not effential on molt occafions, but in thofe cafes only, 
Svhere by reafon of the fmallnefs of the majority the diftin&ion may ope- 
rate pro or con, it has been the conftant pra&ife to attend to the pu- 
blic rates or afleffments, as shewing thofe who contribute to public taxes, 
and this on' the prefent occafion has been" ftudioufly obferved; however, 
•bri ftriking out from the lift of voters on both fides thofe falling under 
this exception, M. Hammond, inftead of the majority afcribed to him on 
the poll, would have one of forty five votes at leaflf. The refult of this 
Scrutiny is, we humbly conceive, ihfe (hongeft proof for the Royal Court 
of the fallacy of the Petitioner's complaint in accufing us of having ad- 
mitted a great number of illegal votes in favour of M. Hammond, and 
of having refufed feveral good ones offered in favour of him the faid Com- 
plainant, and muft, We. are confident, convince your Lordships of his 
*ashnefs. 

As to any illicit Or unwarrantable meafures having been ufed, to pre- 
!judice the faid Dumaresq in this eleftion, fuch as gifts and promifes to 
ibme of the voters, threats to others, and open violence to many , we 
beg leave further to reprefent to your Lordships, that fince, as of late 
years, it has been the cuftom of impeaching elections in this ifland, this 
lias been the common language of the difputants, which has made ic ne- 
iceffary for the Royal Court to fee very cautious how to proceed upon 
fuch vague and loofe affertions, when no particular fa&s were fpecified in 
Support of them. M. Dumaresq's petition to the Court, praying that he 
might be admitted to take the oath of Jurat was conceived in terms, not 
.only vague in refpeft to the proceedings he blamed, but alfo difrefpe&ful* 
particularly as it reflected againft one. of the crown officers, after whofe 
conclufions the Court was to pronounce judgment. To give your Lord- 
ships an idea of this petition, and of the propriety of tendering fuch an 
inflrument to a Court of juftice, we need only obferve that it was much 
.of the fame ft amp as this doleance preferred to your Lordships; but not- 
withftanding the contents of this petition, the Royal Court did not, as 
they are accufed by the Doleant, refufe to take it into confideration ; foe 
it was publickly read in open Court, and he was fully heard on it, not 
only by his Counfel as is ufual, but by hjmfelf alfo, and he was attended 
to in the courfe of a very unbecoming harangue, with all poflible pa- 
tience, and with -the utmoft indulgence. 
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Thpugh it doe* not appear that this oirf determination could regularly. 
^TaU within the precinft or appeal, as fettled by the orders of the Royal* 
Gommiflioners under queen Elizabeth, and by ,an order of 'the' King in ^ 
Council of th* 8th. of november 1661, yet we could have wished that 
in this, as in all other cafes, our proceedings were reviewed. and correct- 
led by your Lordships, if erroneous 

When appeals are allowed, it is generally wjlere the objeft contended; 
for is of a pecuniary, nature; but it is not ufual to allow, of theqi in- 
claims of right againft the public: had we a&ed.otherwife than, we have 
done, the public would have been deprived of thfiir judge and reprefenr 
tative,.the appeal fufpejiding the effe& of. our judgment; and this might 
have been drawn into precedent, and by that means th'efe offices mights 
be kept vacant for great, length of time, to the great detriment of the 
public, for we beg leave to.obferve to your Lordships, that a Jurat caa 
have no' fubftitute, as a cqnftable of. a, parish, here has in the centeniers,. 
who r are his proper fubftitutes and frequently, aft ,in his room, and there r 
fpre the rules which apply, to the one, do not to the other. . We acknow* 
ledge that there are on record, two inftances, of /appeals having been air 
lpwed in contefted elections for the office of jurat, but it appears to have 
been when the, Coqrt have decided againft the candidate, who had the 
acknowledged majority of legal votes, and had judged fuch candidate 
otherwife. unqualified for the office. 

As to his MajeftyVS^ore- keeper and Comrpiflary hiving taken an ac* 
tive part and ftrongly intermeddled, what we can offer on that head is,, 
that thofe gentlemen are men refpeftable for their property. and chara&et^ 
in the ifland; and have a, manifeli interefl: in the choice of public offi*-* 
cers* particularly, the miniflers of juftice; but we have* no reafon to ima- 
gine that .they have taken any,othe.r than a, moderate apd^ becoming part; 
in this election. . 

We truft your Lordships will not deem it neceflary for us**to enter • 
into any particular remarks on th& prefumption and abfurdity of the Do 
leant's praying to have a civil controverfy examined - and decided by a 
military officer, or to have it decided in the affembly of the States, whofe 
judicial rights the Court is faid to have ufurped, though in realty this 

getended ufurpation is fanttified by- law and by ufagje, and the Royal 
ourt cannot on this occafion refrain- admiring the wifdom of the conf- 
titution, which' has fubjefted their conduft folely- to your Lordships' judg- 
ment, as the bed- jadges of the moft proper means to encourage and fup- 
port what is juft and right, and* ta correct and remedy what is wrong 
and illegal. 

In regard to the lodging the returns and .the parish rates au greff^, 
the Court could have had no objeftion, on the contrary it would have 
been ordered as matter of courfe, if M. Dumaresq, after the fwearing in 
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<Ki Hammond had demanded his petition to be lodged, and further exa-3 
mined into by the Court, but as he withheld it, all other provifion 
thereon Were rendered unneceflafy. 

From the foregoing ftate, we hope it will appear to yoift Lordships; 
that we have not been the agents of M. Hammond, as is fo indecently urged, 
that, as returning officers, we took every method that was confident with 
our characters, to have a fair poll; and as magistrates, that we judged 
equitably and impartially after having fully heard the petitioner by means 
or his Council, and by himfelf, and his Majefty's law officers upon the 
whole, on whofe conclufions we founded our judgments, as is cuftomary 
in public queflions, and which not being conformable to the complai- 
nant's wishes, have caufed, we imagine^ the illiberal and groundlefs infi- 
. nuations about his Majefty's Advocate general, who from the abfence of 
«the Procurator general was the firft crown officer prefenK 

We doubt not your Lordships will have taken notice of the very un- 
becoming manner, in Which our conduft as magiftrates is attacked by a 
perfon who would feem folicitous to become one of our affeffors; and 

. -we hope your Lordships will not only think k neceffary to declare your 
fetisfaftion at our conduA; but to take fuch meafures as your own wif- 

. dom shall fugged to enforce refpeft and obedience to law and magis- 
tracy, and to protect the authority of his Majefty's Royal Court againft 
ill-grounded clamours, and injurious afperfions, as has been done on other 
occafions by your 'Lordships and your predeceflbrs. 

All which is moll humbly fubmitted tor your Lordships* great W domi 

Jtrfty tfth.july tj8S. Phil. De Carteret, Lieutenant Bailty % 

Frang. Maretu 
Nic. Meffervy. 
Ch. Payn. 
Elias Pipon. 
Ph. Robin. 
John Poingdejlre; 
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Order which was iffued upon the fiver al difputts heard, before the CommttfC€: 
. of Council in february i~]8G y alluded to. page iq$* 

AT THE COURr AT S. JAMES'S, THE *L. OF JUNE 178^/ 

P R£ S &N Tj 

3J h k King's most Excellent M a. j b s,t x* 

Lord Ertvy Seal, Viscount Weymouth, 

Lord Sieward, Viscount Howe, 
Marquis of Carmarthen, Viscount Hinchinbrook,. 

Lord. Ghamberjlain, Lord Herbert, 

Earl of Denbigh, Lord Amherst, 

Eari* ojf Aylesforjd, Lord Svdnby, 

Eaj& of Effingham Sir,.Geoj&ge Yqnsje, B.:/ 

\y hereas there was this day read at the board, a report from the- 
right honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs 
of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the 24th. of laft months in the words fol- 
lowing, viz. 

» Your Majefty having be$n pleafed, by feverai orders in Council inw. 
the years 1783, arid .1784, to refer, to the. confideratjon of the Committee- 
f&t the affairs, of Jerfey and Guernfey, feverai reprefentations and com- 
plaints from . the; Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of the # Roypi Court of the. 
lfland of Jerfey on the one fide, againft the. Clergy and Conftables, and ; 
counter petitions and complaints of the latter againlt the proceedings of, 
the former. » .. 

» The Lords of the Committee, -after much length of time, and feve- 
rai orders from your Majefty in Cpijncil iffued intermediately, having been: 
furnished with the anfwers to the faid complaints from the parties com- 
plained of refpe&ively, proceeded to examine into the faid complaints and; 
anfwers; and having heard the feverai parties by their Counfel, did bv 
their report to your Majefty, bearing date the 31ft. of July 1784, whict; 
was confirmed by your Majefty's order ip Council, bearing date the 6th. 
of auguft following, fettle fome of the points in difpute, referving their 
opinion as to others contained* in the f?id reprefentations, petitions and 
complaints; which has made it neceffary for this Committee, in the courfe 
of their prefent proceedings, to take the fame into confideration ; and 
new difputes having arifen between the faid parties, which have been 
carried to fuch an height, as to endanger the peace and fafety of the 
ifland, unlefk the fame be compofed by afcertatining the Juft and legal: 

right* 
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rights of the faid feveral parties; and feveral petltioM, grounded- upon 
the faid new difputes, having been prefented to your Majefty, and by your 

. Majefty referred. to. this. Committee* their Lordships, in obedience to yout 
Majefty's faid lad mentioned orders of reference, as likewife in purfuance 

% o£ your Majefty's firft recited orders of reference, upon the former peti- 
tions and complaints, previous to vour Majefty's order in Council of the 
6th. of auguftr. 1784. have proceeded to take into confederation' all the 
points left undecided by the report of the faid Committee,' bearing date 
the 31ft* of July preceding, together with thofe other queftion? and dis- 
putes that have been made between the (aid parties, and have arifen fince 
the laid report of the 31ft. of July 1784. » 

• And this Committee, having heard all that the parties on either fide 
had to offer by their Counfel, do find that the following queftions, upon 
the former proceedings, were left undecided. » 

Ftrft. « Whether your Majefty would be pleafed to affirm or rejeft an 
ad made on the 10th. of July 178a, appointing John Dumaresq, efqui^e, 
general deputy and agent of tnfe (aid ifland. •» / 

Secondly.. « Whether the Conftables and Clergy arc authorized to ap- 
point an agent, and to raife money upon the inhabitants to pay the ex- 
pences that may be incurred, in any difputes that may arife between them 
and the Royal Court. » - 

» For though your Majefty has already declared your opinion in parr, 
concerning two afts or inftrumems of the fame tenour, by declaring the 
fame to be null and void for a formal defeft, your Majefty has not yet 
declared your, pleafure touching the fubjeft. matter of the faid ads or 
inftrumems, in confequence of which, the Clergy and Conftables, as fobn 
as they afiembled, after your Majefty's order declaring the faid ads or 
inftrumems null and void was tranfmitted, did re-enad the fame thing 
by other ads or inftruments, taking care to avoid that objedion to the 
. form of the faid ads or inftruments, which was the ground of the re- 
peal of the former, and the queftion of the fubjed matter of the faid 
a&? or inftruments .is confequently revived. » 

Thirdly. . - The .Conftables and;Clergy had complained that the Lieu- 
tenant mill v had upon feveral occafions, refufed to put feveral propo- 
fitions to the votes, which were regularly moved by members of the 
States, and the queftion, .whether the Lieutenant Bailly has fuch a legal 
ppwer, in any, or in what cafes, is ftill undecided. » 

Fourthly. « Complaint having bien made that the Lieutenant Bailly had 
refufed to convene the affembfy of : the States, when fo required by the 
Clergy and Conftables. The queftion, in whom the faid power of convening 
the aitembly of the States reOdes, and Upon whofe xequifition he is obliged i 
to call the fame, remains undecided* » - 
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* yini fifthly. * That the Lieutenant Bailly, having refufed to adjourn thfc 
affembly of the States at the requifition 6f the Clergy and Conftables. The ee- 
ceral power of adjourning the affembly, and in whom the fame is vetted 
jremains undecided. » ^ 

« Apd the Committee find, that upon the 26th. of may 1784, the old Con- 
ftable of the parish of St, John being out of the ifland, two Centeniers of the 
{kid parish, viz. M. Peter Dallam and M. John Arthur, were prefented to 
the States, each contending that he had a right to reprefent the Conftable 
in his abfence, and thereupon the Clergy and Conftables admitted the faid 
M. Arthur, who at that time was contending before the Royal Court, that 
he was duly eiefted Conftable of the faid parish, and he continued to fit 
in that capacity 'till the 22d. of decembei 178.J, but before that time, with 
a view to this particular cafe, to wit, on the jth. of oftober 178 j, it was, 
by an aft or inftrument of that date, refolved, that when theie should be 
a contefted eleftion for the office of Conftable upoa the; death of the 
old Conftable, or that the old Conftable should happen to die pending fuch 




fofcp his — » 

and this conformable to the ufage obferved in the Parliament of England. 

» And that accordingly the Clergy and Conftables, refolved, on the 
±2d. of faid december, that M, John Arthur should be admitted to .fie 
in the States, and be their fitting member 'till the conteft was decided, 
as having the majority of votes upon the poll, by virtue of the faid aft 
or inftrument of the 5th. di oftober, whereupon the Lieutenant Bailly, with 
five of the Jurats, quitted the affembly of the States, and the fame be-, 
came diffolved. » 

ce The Committee further find, that on the 16th. of June 17S4, prior 
to the above-mentioned report of the 31ft of July, the States paffed an 
aft or inftrument, ordaining for the future, that theEftates should not be 
held with the doors shut, but that the lame should be left open and free 
for any of the inhabitants or others your Majefty's fubjefts who should 
chufe to enter in the veftibule only. That the Prefident and the Jurats, 
conceiving this aft or inftrument to be an innovation and a change in 
the manner of holding the affembly of the States, which they had no 
right to make without firft having obtained your Majefty's confent, and 
confidering that fuch a liberty;, granted to the inhabitants at large would 
tend to promote the faftions in the ifland, and having no other way left 
,of ftoppmg the immediate effefts of the faid aft or inftrument, thought 
fit from that time, whenever the States were convened, to abfent them- 
fcives, in fuch numbers as to make the Clergy and Conftables incompe- 
tent to aft, for want of a majority of Jurats prefent to complete the full 
body of the States, and that in confequence of this meafure, repeated from 
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time to time, the States could not be aftembled, nor your Majefty's chv 
dtr in Council confirming the faid- above mentioned report of the 31ft* 
of .July 1784, be- regiftered; nor could the Jurats be perfuaded' or pre- 
vailed upon to give their attendance at any affembly of the States, 'till 
they were required by an order of your Majefty in Council, dated the 
7th. of march 1785, forthwith to attend upon the peril that might enfue 
far their difobedience. •• 

« Thefe proceedings have produced other queftions, which are proper 
likewife to be now decided by your Majefty, » 

Firft. cc How far the States have a right to lay a tax upon the inha- 
bitants, without having your Majefly's previous confent, which they have 
ventured to do by the two ads or inftruments of the 18th. of april and 
tfie 27th. of may 178 j. » 

Secondly. » Whether your Majefty would think fit to afirni the aft or 
inftrument ^of the 5th. of oftober 1785, by which the States, by a new 
law of their own, have given the feat, in any contefted eleftion, to that 
candidate who appears upon the return to have the greateft number of 
votes, » * ^ 

Thirdly. « As the Lieutenant Bailly has in fome inftances refufed to 
put queltions to the votes, when regularly propofed and feconded, and 
in others, has thought fit to break up the anembly by his fudden de- 
parture, and in others, *a number of the Jurats have thought proper to 
abfent themfelves wilfully, in conference whereof the States have been 
difabled from afting when aflembled; it becomes now neceflary from all 
thefe recited proceedings to lay down fome rule whereby the legislature 
may be reftrained from paffing afts to take effeft immediately, which either 
trench upon your Majefty's prerogative or afteft your Majefty's intereft, or 
make any alteration in the conftitution or laws of the ifland, or levy money 
upon the inhabitants, except in allowed cafes, before your Majefty's pleafure 
can be known, and at the fame time to leave the States at liberty to difcuft 
and to prefent to your Majefty fuch laws, even upon thofe reftrained fubjefts, 
as they may think profitable to the ifland and deferving your Majefty's 
confide ration. » 

« The Commettee having thus ftated to your Majefty the feveral mat- 
ters of complaint, and the ieveral queltions in difpute, exifting in the faid 
ifland, proceed now to offer to your Majefty their opinion thereupon, » 

And firfi. * Touching the aft or inftrument parted on the 10th. of 
July 1782, authorizing John Dumarescj, efquire, thtir general agent or 
deputy, to aft in their behalf, by giving his care and attention to the 
confervation of the privileges of the ifland, which is recited to be ne- 
ceffaiy at that time. » 

» The Commitree are of opinion, that fuch aft or inftrument, tending 
fa create a new officer unknown to the conftitution, without your Ma- • 

Z z 
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jjefty's pleafare firft had been obtained, is null and void; and the Com* 
tnictee further fubmic to yout Majefty, that the perpetual deputation of 
any perfon whatfoever, when no particular buiinefs calls upon the states 
to appoint an agent, is not only new, but unlefs it be checked, may 
grow into a (landing office, and fuch agent may by degrees, aflfume powers, 
procure falaries, and come at laft to exerciie* an undue authority over 
your Majefty's fubjeds; that it cannot produce any poffible good or be- 
nefit to your Majefty's fubjeds in the ifland, but may on the contrary 
operate as an inftrument of fadion in the hands of a deGgning or fe- 
ditioas perfon, and therefore do advife your Majefty to declare the faid aft 
or inftrument to be null and void, and to order the fame to be erafed 
from the records df the ifland. » 

« With refpeft to the ads or inftruments pafled on the i8rh. of april 
and 27th. of may 178 j, which authorize money to be raifedfor the pur- 
pofe of carrying on thefe fuits againft the Lieutenant JJailly and the Jurats. 
The Committee are of opinion, that, as thefe difputes between the Clergy 
and Conftables on the one fide, and the Lieutenant Bailiy and Jurats on the 
other, have fprung from the different claims of right in their Tegiflativc 
capacity, the Clergy and Conftables cannot be considered as the whole Le- 
gislature in this inftance, becaufe, upon fuch aconteft, the legiflative bower 
is fufpended, and the Clergy and Conftables can no more, by an ad, furnish 
an agent with money by a publick rate upon the ifland, than they can make 
an ad to fettle the difputes, before your Majefty's pleafure is known $ and 
therefore the- Committee are of opinion that the laid ads or inftruments 

Eaffed on the 18th. of april and 27th. of may 178;, are alfo null and void; 
ut the Committee are nevertheless of opinion, that under all the circum- 
ftances, no reftitution should be demanded of the money railed under the faid 
ads or inftruments, as the fame appears to have Been expended, » 

» And becaufe k is necefciy to lay down fome rule for the future, 
where the States may be empowered to raife money to defray the expences 
of their agents, the Committee think it may be ad vi fable for your Majefty 
to declare, that in cafes where the whole Legiflative body is attacked or 
where the whole shall find it expedient, to appoint an agent to reprefent 
their common concerns to your Majefty, it shall be lawful for them ro raife 
fuch reafonable fums by an ad of the .States, as may be neceflary for fuch 
purpofes. » 

« Vith refped to .the queftion touching the Lieutenant Bailies right to 
decline putting certain propofitions to the votes, becaufe in his opinion, the 
States are not competent to enad laws in certain cafes where he aflfumes to 
be the Judge, the Committee are of opinion that fuch a power weuld be 
arbitary and dangerous, and has never before been attempted to be aflumed 
or exercifed; if it was permitted would in effed through the whole Legif- 
lative power in into the bauds of one man, and the ads of the States would 
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Be'corifined onlv to fucb provifions as the PreGdent should think fit (6 admits 
and all others, though ever fo wholefome or neceffary,*ouid be rejeded, if the 
Prdident, from motives of ambition, intefeft or mere caprice, should be 
permitted to ftifle them in their birth, by refufing to let them be either 
considered or difcufled ; and the Committee therefore advife your Majefty 
to difallow this claim, as novel and inconvenient. » 

» But in regard, it is neceflary that thofe fubjefts which concern your Ma* 
jetty's intereft or perogative, or the conftitution or laws of the country* 
should never be paffed into afts to take effect immediately, but be tendered 
in the fitft inftances as prbpoficions, praying your Majefty's permifGon that, 
they may be ena&ed, the Cotamittee are of opinion, that whenever the ; 
* President shall conceive the propofition made, to be of the nature before 
defcribed, and will enter his diffent upon that objection, fuch propofition 
shall be immediately transmitted to your Majefty to obtain your previous 
confent, and in the mean time ana 'till -that is obtained, shall have no 
eflfeft. • 

» Upbn the fourth queftion, in whdm the power of convening the 
States refides, and upon whofe requifition the Lieutenant Bailly is obli- 

fed to fummon the fame, the Committee find that the Bailly or his 
ieutenant, is the only perfon whe iflues the order for convening the 
States, ^nd this is done by a verbal order to certain officers -called De- 
nonciators, who .are -to give notice to the feveral members of the day 
they are appointed to meet; the Governor indeed may, if he thinks fit, 

Smt off the meeting for fifteen days, but no longer without ibecial rea- 
on. At the fame time, the Committee hold it clear, that the Lieute** 
nant Bailly ought to fummon the States, whenever he is fo required, either 
by the Governor or the "Jurats ; it is true the States do not claim this 
power at prefent, but complain they have it not, and lave gone fo far 
as to frame an aft or inflrument, and lodge the fame au grefte, to efta- 
blish periodical meetings, and to oblige the Bailly to fummon the States 
at the requifition of the members, if the States should be able to ob- 
tain this privilege of fummoning When thejr pleafe, your Majefty's pre- 
rogative in theft cafes, which is now exercifed by the Baillv as your Ma- 
jetty's executive fubttitute, 'would be totally fubverted and deftroyed, and 
therefore the Committee advife your Majefty to declare, that in this par* 
ticular, the conftitution ought not to be altered. » 

«c Upon the fifth queftion, concerning the power of adjourning the States* 
and in whom the fame is vefted, the Committee find, that by the confti- 
tution of Jerfey, the States are affembled for one day only, and when that 
is expired, the States feparate, and there is an end of that meeting, with- 
* out any mode of formal diffolution. But as it fome times happens, thai 
the buunefs before the States cannot be finished upon that day, it lias beeft 
iifual to poftpone it to another, and in that cafe the States meet again upon 
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fuch day without a new fummon, the entries upon «hefe occafiom are al-* 

ways, tnat a certain biifineff is remise to a future day, but the alterably Is - 

never faid to be adjourned, which is a word not in the records of the - 
; Ifland, it does not appear in any of the inftances referred tq, that any oppo- 
; fition has ever been made to the remije propofed, if there had, it would have ; 

appeared whether the majority of the States had ever compelled the. Pre- 
j fident, againft his will, to admit their power. Now indeed it is conceded, , 

a&d your* Majefty is requeued to lay down the rule. •> 

• It should feem that the power of breaking up or continuing should ; 
naturally be veiled in the fame perfon who has the power of convening; -: 

- for theie powers of fummoning or putting an end to a feflion, are in their .- 
nature afts of the executive and not of the Legislative authority, and if fo, . 
the queftion of adjournment can never take place if the Prefident rifesfrora. , 
his place and quits the aflembly (and this the Committee underftand is the 

. only form made ufe of in Jerfey for putting an end to the feflion ) fo that 
the meeting at the end of the day is felf- diflblved, unlefs the Prefident shall 
think fit to give his confent to a remife for one day more, nor can there 
be any inconvenience in lodging this powei in the Prefident, who may with . 
great eafe fuounon another meeting if the bufinels is pre fling ; obferving at 
the fame time, that the conduA of the Prefident in this, as well as every 
other part of his office, is fubjeft to the controul and corredion of your 
Majefty; whereas if* on the other hand, this power should be lodged in a 
majority of the States, they might, by repeated adjournments, make thefef- 
tipn perpetual; the Committee are of opinion therefore, that an aflembly of 
the States can never be .continued to a further day without the confent of 
the Prefident. * 

« The next queftion arifes upon the aft or instrument that pafled on the 
26th. of June 1784*, ordaining, that for the future, the States should be held 
with open doors; the Committee are of opinion, that this ad or inftpamenr, 
being an innovation and a change in the manner of holding the aflembly of 
the States, without previous application to your Majefty, and your. Majefty'a 
confent firft had and obtained, is likewife null and void, and that fuch a licence 
and indeed invitation to all the inhabitants of the ifland to intermeddle with 
the bufinefs of the Legiflatue, and pals their judgement upon every jneafure 
that is di feu fled in that aflembly, can only ferve to keep alive acid foment 
thofe divifions that have too much inflamed their minds already j and the 
Gommittee do therefore humbly advife your Majefty to declare; this aft or 
ioftrument to be null and void. * 

« The laft queftion in difpute between the parties, relates to the ad or 
inftrument pafled on the 5th. of oftober 178 j, and a refolution propofed 
in virtue thereof on the 22d. of december following, though not pafled, 
becaufe the Jurats thought fit to withdraw before the fame was put to the 
yotes^ This aft or inftrument was made to fupply the want of a Conftable 
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ttbere there was the vacancy to the States fey the death 6f the ConftaMe dfc 
where the old Conftable should die pending a conteft between two 6t 
more candidates in the Royal Court, upon the merits of the eleftion. And 
the aft or inftrument propofes, that the candidate in that cafe who has the 
greater number of votes, should be the fitting member. » 

« To which the Committee, after admitting that the cafes mentioned in 
this aft or inftrument are not fpecially provided for, beg leave to dbferve, that 
it would be very unfit and inconvenient to give the temporary feat to either 
of the candidates; for if fuch candidate was efpoufed by the Royal Court* 
fuch a preference would be a ftrong temptation to the laid Court to delay 
the decifion of the merits, and would create a praftice of falfe returns to give 
the favourite candidate his feat at all events, 'till the caufe was determined, 
who would ufe every means to protrad the caufe, that he might keep his 
feat. ». 

« But the ftrongeft objeftion to this proviGon is, that it encroaches upon 
the acknowledged and conftitutiorial Jurifdiftioh of the Royal Court, by 
making the States judges of the return. * 

« And the Committee are opinion, that this aft or inftrument pafled the 
jth. of oftober 178J, alfo falls under the fam& predicament with the others 
above-mentioned, and is null and void. And their Lordships do farther 
fubmic to your Majefty, that as the oldeft Centenier may in tbeie cafes be as 
•properly lubftkuted to reprefent the Conftable, as when he is, by the ancierii 
ufage long praftrfed and never blamed, ftlffered to ferve in that capacity 
upon the abfence or (icknefs of the Conftable, your Majefty may be pleafed 
to order, that whenever a vacancy shall happen by the death of the Con- 
ftable, or when the old Conftable shall die pending a conteft between the 
candidates upon an eleftion,the oldeft Centenier shall be admitted to vote in 
the States 'till the new Conftable, after the trial is concluded, shall be pre- 
fented to the States to be fworn ; at the fame time, the Committee mult 
obferve, there is fome ground for the complaints againft the Royal Court 
for their delay in bringing thefe caufes to a conclusion ; and the Committee 
.therefore humbly advife, that your Majefty would be pleafed to order thefe 
caufes to be difpached with the utmoft expedition, and to direft that they 
shall have a preference before all other civil fuits when they ate ready for 
hearing. » 

« The Committee in the laft place beg leave to take notice, that the 
feuds and animofities that have £b unfortunately difturbed the ifland of late 
years, have been created by a contention for power between the States 
and the Royal Court, both in its judicial and legiflative charafter, and 
that both fides, influenced by refiftance and oppofition, have been tempted 
to exceed the bounds of their feveral rights and privileges; that in parti- 
cular the Lieutenant Bailly, by himfelf, or with the Jurats, has prefurried 
to over-rule the States, the one, by refufing to put queftions to the votes, 
the others, by leaving the affemb^ abruptly, or by ^abfenting themfelve* 
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open a convention of the States,, on purpofe to incapacitate the States front* 
*fting; all which methods of flopping ot preventing the States from procee- 
ding in the buGnefc before, them, the Committee, humbly advife your Ma- 
jetty, to declare to be illegal; and in order to prevent the inconveniences 
that may happen in future, when a majority of any of the three branches " 
shall be wUlfully. ahfent upon any, convention of the States, the Committee 
liioft humbly, advife your Majefty to order, that whenever it shall appear that 
a majority of either of the th^ee orders^ the Jurats, Clergy or Conftable* have 
io fuch cafe cpntumaqioudy ta abfented themfelves, it shall be lawful for the 
remaining part of the body who are pjefent, to fine, the abfent members, 
Und to direft the fame to be leyiedupon ,th«ir goods and chattels. » 

His Majefty having taken the faid report into his Royal confederation, and ; 
approving oIl what is therein propofed, was pleafed, by and with the advife 
of his Privy Council, to , declare . the faid fey erai afts or inftruments to » 
be. null and vqid; 

And his Majefty, by. and with the advife aforefaid, is hereby further pleafed 
to order, that the regulations propofed by the faid report, touchipg the 
rights feveraily , claimed by the Badly and'Jurats on the one fide, and the C lergy . 
and Conftables oi^hft other, Jbe. duly obferyed and complied with and cat~ 
. ried into, effeft. 

And his Majefty, by an^i ^vith the advife aforefaid, is hereby pleafed to > 
declare, that in cafes where the. whole legiflative body is attacked, oc . 
where the whole shall find it expedient to appoint an agent to reprefent theic 
common concerns to his Majefty, it shall be lawful for them to raiie fiich reafo-. 
nable fums by an ad of the States as. may be neceffery for fuch purpofes* 

And his Majefty, is hereby . further pleafed to declare and order, that 
whenever a vacancy shall happen, by the death of the Conftable for any 
of the parishes in the ifland, or. when the old Conftable. shall die pending 
a contelt between the candidates upon an election, the eldeft Cejrtenier of the 

Sarish, where the vacancy shall happen, shall be admitted to Gt and vote in tho 
rates ( in like manner as hie. now is by ancient ufage, long pra&ifed and 
never blamed, admitted in that capacity upon the abfeoce or ficknefs of 
the Conftable, ) until. the. new Conftable,, after the trial is concluded, 
shall be prefented to the States and fworit into office; and in order that 
trials of this nature may be decided with, the utmoft expedition, his Ma- 
jefty is farther pleafed to order, that fugh caufes shall have a preference 
before all other civil fuits when they are ready for hearing. 

And laftly, his Majefty, with the, advice aforefaid is hereby pleafed to 
declare, that the refufal of the Lieutenant Bailly to put to the votes, any 
oueftiOps, moved and feconded in tbe.afTembly of the States, or the with- 
qpwipg of the Jurats from the faid afiembly, for the purpofe , of (top- 
ping or preventing the States from proceeding in the bufinefs before them, 
1$ illegal; and his Majefty doth hereby order, that whoever it jhall ap- 
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.pear; that* a majority Wf elthfet'df the^ree cttdfers, the l Jfy$tj lf CWf 
. and .£onftabfe% -have >ilfufly *nd comiiriacSoTiftp^ 

shall be lawfull for the remaining part of the body, t who are prpfenti to 
.fine the abfenf m* mbecs aod to direft the (ame^ to be ievied upqrr their 

goods and chattels*. 

And to the end that none may pretend ignorance of Ifii toa}erty V s plea- 
fuse hereby jteoified* the Baitly and Jurats , a« to cauie cfris; his» Majef- 
*ty^ order, to be. forthwith regiltfered and j^Wished* in , due form,, in €Hc 
k iaid ifland. V • r ' • '» -.,, . •,!>.. • .<.•••!) 

} And the Goyern^r, tieutenant; Governor, ck Commander in Chief, for 

/the tipfie being, the Bailly and Jurats of the Royal Court, ^nd alt others* 

the members of the States of the iflan'd of Jeriey, .and aUojhjers whom 

k may conqern, are to take notice apd yield due ot^dlc^ce.tp bh M*r 

jcfi/s pleafiire hereby /fignified*. " ,. w ' x 




t£ ao(tt tySS^ 

Xjes £tats ayant. enten^u Ie rapport du .CoiDi^ .appoint^ pour Hexamefr 
des cbmptes publics, quel fappost fut log<£ ,au ^gffifte le .19 Ju robis derv 
nier ; il a paru aux £tats que jedjt Comitc, apres avojr exaipjne le xso.n^pte 
du Trdforier des Etats, a paff6 Its diffitehs articles dudit compte & re- 
£it& a la confederation des Etats Taiticle paye k Jean Dumaresq , tpixyfir, 
qui monte a la fomme de deux cents foixante-fix livres quatre fou^. JLejr 
£tats ayant aujourd'hui e*amin£ tout le conttnu dudk Article, &. pohfi- 
de'rant que le montant en a iq& payrf par te Txcfprief audi*; fieiir t)jtyfljtf- 
rcsq., en quality d'avoiat de 1 torCou* Royale : , ; pour pftidtfp'ckffis fes^aiSions 
qui etoient feites audit Tre fori er partis particuliers, & pour defendre 
la caufe commune du corps des Iitats, devant. la. Caur, fur les arrets tjut 
ayoient eti faits par lefdfts trois particiiliers de tour le produit dti fond 



•«*• -~ *«^>.w 3 w* av •»•%*.» f«;««v«i. |^«*w.#»»»jv m^mij ^»^ww&j«l/i^^ i^ 9 Aitaia 

ont approuse dudit article * •&• partant* le- cdmpte r dutfft Trcfotier demeur*. 
en fori entier pafl8 & approuve. 

Diffcnt of the Lfcwnant Bailly on the foregoing aSL 

Je declare mon diflentiment fur Tafte ci-deflus. ,, ^ 

i< Parce que Tarticle du payement de deux cents foixante-fix livres Wa* 
IK fevsi afgfent. d'ordcefr i Jean'Onniar^suj,' ei^er;^i^'lajD^uv^ avec 
jpe?ipitsiiQi>^;l4:f luialkd d^ <refBft qwi 
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le rapport du Comitcr 8c le coropte en qttfftion Solent Iog& ati greffe; 
'felon, comme il ell preic.rit par Tordre de fa Ma j eft 6 en Confeil du 28 

: ' mars' 1 771 v 

'" : : ^. . Parce que Iedit Trcforier a agi de fon propre chef, fans y etre 
auto rife & meme fans confulter & prendre In avis des Officiers du roij 
qui d'office one toujours, patronife les caufes du public. 

3. Parce que ceroit une actaque marquee centre la confKtution & Tau- 
tonii du Ptince, d'engiger un'avocat pour plaider concre la competence 
de fa Cour Royale, reconnue depuis peu , meme dans le cas en queftion, 
par un ordre de fa Majefte en Gonfeul, du 2 juin 1786. 

4. Parce qu'aucun iridividu ne petit de fon chef avoir aucun droit de 
falairier un avocat avec 1'argenc du public, fans blefler la conftitution, 8c 
que nayanc pas une majority des membres du corps des jur&, ni une 
majority des membres, du corps des conri&ables qui y confentent , le paye- 
ment en queftion^ft 'une infra&ion de l'ordre de fa Majefte en Confeil, du 
2 juin 1786, ou 1 approbation de tout le corps des fitats eft requis commt 
Un point indifpenfablement ndceflaire. 

I y. Farce que pluGeurs- connetables 8c repreffentans du peuple ayanc de* 
mand<£ du temps pour confulter leurs conftituans fur un objet qui parotc 
emierement nouveau, on leur a'refufc, 8c cela en contravention k Tordre 
.de fa Majefte en Confeil, du 28 mars 1771. . 

Le Prefidant ayant entrd fon diflent a Fade ci-deflus, les litats ont or- 
donn£, conform^ment a Pordre de fa Majefte en Confeil, en date du 2 
juin 1786 , que le tout fera immediatement tranfmis, par le Greffier, a fa 
trcfs-excellente Majefle en Confeil, afin qu'il en foit ordonne : 8c de plus, 
que le Greffier gardera une copie authentique, tant dudit afte que audit 
tffffcnt , ' pour que lgs diflerens membres des &ats y puiffent avoir recourr. 

. ' •« Another diftnt. 

Le Prefidcnt de 1'afTemblee des Etats n'&ant refponfable de fa conduite 
a d'autres qu'a fa Majefte en Confeil, croit au'il eft fon devoir indifpen- 
fable de, tranfmettre , lui-meme, fes raifons d'obje&ions a aucun ade paffe 
dans cette ?.(Temblie, & qu'il ne peut ecre privi Je ce droit fans porter 
atteinre auX, prerogatives de fa Majefte; partant il entre fon diflfentimenc 
fur Tajoufement d'afte gi-deflus pour tranfraettre le tout k fa Majefte en 
Confeil par la premiere occaGon. 



My Lords, 



w. 



e the underfigned members, forming a majority of the States <JJF 
this ifland, fenfible. now much of your' Lordships' precious time and truly 
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paternal care have already been employed in promoting the profperity ^ 
and tranquillity of this country, beg leave to exprefs our concern that * 
any new matter should fo foon demand your attention. . r 

The ufe however, which the Prefident has made, of the power of dif- • 
fenting, veiled in him by the late order of his Majefty in Council of the 
ad. or June 1786, appears to us fo unjuftifiable, and the reafons on which 
he grounds his diflent fo devoid of foundation, that we are under the 
neceflity of troubling ypur Lordships with the following observations* 

ilh article of the diflent. 

This article accofes the States of precipitancy in approving the pay- * 
ment of John Dumaresq, efquire's, account, and refuting to lodge au grefie 
the report of the Committee and the account in queftiom 

There needs no other anfwet to this article than the faid report and 
account enclofed, authenticated by the Greffier, by which yoor Lordship* - 
will fee, that the faid report and account were lodged au grefie almoft a 
fortnight beyond the time required by his Majefly's order in Council of 
the 28th. of march 1771, that is, from the 21ft. of July to the ijth. of 
auguft, a period of time fufficiently long to remove every fufpicion of * 
precipitancy. In addition to which we beg leave to obferve that,, the ac-r 
count of the Treafurer, in^ which is contained this article ofpaymenr, had 
been produced and examined in the States on the ijth. ofjuly, as ap- 
pears by the aft of the States enclofed, which exptefsfy mentions, that the 
confideration of this payment with others is remis to another day, and a. 
Committee is, by the fame aft, direfted to examine into thefe matters previous 
to the dedfion of the States. The Committee in confequence met on the. 
ipth. of July, and returned the article to be difpofed of by the States 
without any difapprobation on their part, or pointing out any error. 

2d. article of the diflent. 

This artidte (tares, that the Treafurer afted of his own accord without 
being properly authorifed, and without confulting ani advifing with .the 
kmgs officers, who have always officially patronifed* the caufes of the 
publick. . 

That the Treafurer afted of himfelf is readily admitted: He could not 
do otherwife. The funftions of the States being then fufpended, it was not 
in his power to procure their direftio'n9. This objeftion does not feeia 
to have appeared ©f weight to his Majefly hi Council, who viVtually coh- 
fiders the laid Treafurer as a legal defendant op the part of th» States 
by direfting the Royal Court, in an order of the ad* jutitf 1786, to pafr 
a definitive fentence refpefting the attachment of the iropot, and allow 
appeal to either party, if required. We conceive it would have been highly 
reprehenfibie in the Treafurer not to have taken eyery legal method ( by 

Aaa 
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retaining;..^ CcHjnfel). .0/, rep^ii^g an attack that had been made oa * - 
<pubtick funa committed, to Jjis.cljarge by the. States, and of preventing*, . 
if^pdfllbi^,' any application.of.it> which had not the fanftion of that body,, ; 
in whofe management alone it Is veiled by ah order of his Majefty in 
G>iin<2il beacii^^idatfe)^ *jd. of decerobei tj*/$\* Weipprehend Rjrther, 
that tke Treafurer. had itheL fame right, • which evfcfy Other ciehzerr hc*5, of- r 
fete&iug bis=.Gounfel; To <have em ployed ihfrking^s officers in this' bu- : 
fiee*&, who (have taken a decided part<againft the States, and one of whom, 
namely, the Procureur, is brother in law to one of iheffe who laid the at- * 
tachment, would have beta a manifefydeteli&ion of the interefts of that 
affembly. Nor would any'expence have teen thereby faved ,tQ the .pu- 
blic as the -kibe's officers take fees- in* fcmf fuit* which thejr undertake, 
tbo»g)|i :of a pubbc nature, and hate, in a recent inftance, received fees of 
the Stares, wnen, employed by that body. - 

This article calls it a- viGble attack on the Gonftitmioft and the authori- 
ty; of the King-, to employ an advocate to plead a caufe agamft the com- 
petency of the .Court, -lately recognifed, even in the cafe in queftion, by 
afl oijden of*his\Majefty inCouftcil of jthe adJ of June 1786. 

'The incompetency of the Court was a : plea certainly urged by theTrea- 
-fuirerV advocate,, with rejTped tQ its difpofing of any pan of a fund, en- 
trliflted by his JMajefty to the management of the. States only. But this 
queftion qf competency , *W4S fubmitted with deference, by the advocate to 
the judgement of the Royal Court, and whew the Court nad judged them- 
felves competent, he then pleaded oa the merits of the attachment with- 
out any -further ohjeftions on that head. That the Court itfelf howevec 
was, not clear with regard to its competer^cy in that affair appears by its 
referring the whole to his Maijefty in Council, without venturing to paft 
a definitive fentence. How far. this competency is admitted by the order 
of the ad. of- June 1786, we do riot prelume to judge; but if it is at all 
admitted, it was not till after the hearing o£ the caufe before the Royal 
Court:,. and therefore no violation 0/ the confticutioi* ot of the, authority 
of the Prince cad jqflly be- charged! .pa the Treafurer. We concieve ic ; 
to be _ allowable in an advodate.. to. wee. with decency every argument * 
ti&t : mfty be -favourable to his client, and even to objeft to, the competen- 
cy of a Court before whom he fpeaks, except indeed fuch competency h*s 4 
b^en : zecogni&i by a. fiiperior Tribunal. 

" 4th. article of the difiept. 

IThisaffiqle alleges,, that no individual cans of his own mere motion* have 
any^ right 5p fee an advocate: with the public money without wounding 
the.^ornlitutioni aod that, as there was now a 'Majority of the Jbrat* npr 
a .fpajprky of tl^e CoriftaWes: who would iconfent to it, the payment in 
qupftiqn is a, violation of the ocder of his Majefty in Council of the 2d. of 
§um I78& whefce a& approbation of the; whotahody of - the States is re* 
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tqttired as * thing mdHperifrbly neceffary. 

W4 apprehend, the Treafiwer cannot be looked updrt » a< ifefeffr ifldi- 
viduali. but as the, i^pe tentative, io this particular inftance and predicament, 
of the legiflative body, which was attacked by three perform, who laid 1 
an attachment on th& whole <jf their public fund, We conceive it is by 
no m^ns requifite that a majority of each of the thtee orders should con- 
fent to any aft, before it has force of law. The Prefident feems to wish 
to revive a queftion, wliich was decided after a folemn hearing by his 
Majefty's order in council of the 6th, of auguft 1784, in which -it is pofi- 
tively declared » that in the majority of the three orders colle&ively, re- 
a* fides the power of making provisional laws and ordinances, and of doing 
» all bufinefs appertaining to them as States. •» After a mod diligent 
perufat of his Majefty's order in Council of" the ad, of jane 1786, we can- 
not find the lead alteration of the abo^e- mentioned decision* and no 
part of it is therefore tranfgrefled by the States ia this inftance. 

5th. article of the diffent* N 

This laft article ftates, that feveral Conftables and reprefentatives of the 
people having asked time to confult their condiments on an objeft Which 
appeared entirely new, had been refuted, contrary to the order of his Ma* 
jetty in Coucil of th* 28th. of march 1771. 

It is admitted that four Conftables and one Centenier asked to confult 
their parishes, . It is obfervable however, that ample time was allowed 
them for that purpofe, as the faid report of the Committee and the, ac- 
count had been lodged au greffe ever fince the 21ft. of July. The order 
of his Majefty in Council of the 28th, of march 1771 fays, »■ that. all pro* ; 
» p'oGtions shall be lodged au greffe for fifteen days, tnat every membet 
m of the States may have time to conGder thereof, and the Conftables to 
•» confiilt their coaftituents, if they judge it neceflary. » A much greater (paw 
oftime elapfed than is required by the law, before the faid account paffed,a« 
ha*been obferved; and if thefe four Conftables and one Centenier did not coil- 
fuk xhtit parishes during that interval, it may fairtv be inferred, that either they 
did not think it neceflfaiy or that they wished to aelay unneceflarily the Uqui- ; 
dation of the public accounts. If, upon the parting of the ptabhc accounts t '] ■[ 
after they have been lodged au greffe the ufual time, and have moreover under- 
gone the examination of a Committee, the Conftables were allowed to, 
flop their liquidation and payment, upon every article, tinder pretence ot : " 
confulting their parishes, no public accounts could ef eg ' be fettteft 
It is to be obferved at the fame time, that the majority of the Conftables ^ 
did not difapprove of the account, two of that fuppofed majority difierirt^ * 
in opinion only as to the mode of paffiog it* 

Such,, my Lords, are -our obfervations on the various articles of the Pre- 
f dent's' difient upon t^e payment of an. account amounting to about fe» 
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jrcnteen pounds fterling which we humbly fubmit to your conGderation: 

The States, in confequence of this diffent, directed the whole to be iin« 
mediately tranfmitted to his Majefty in Council, in compliance with his 
Majefty's order of the ad. of June 1786. 

This laft diredion of the States, which we looked upon as a thing of 
courfe, was warmly oppofed by their PreGdent, who entered his diffeW on 
that affo; and on this ground, that as he is refponfibie for his conduct to his 
Majefty in Council only, it is his indifpenfable duty to tranfmit himfeif his. 
reafons for objediiig to an aft paffed in that affembly, and that he can- 
not be deprived of thofe rights without ks afleding the perogatives of 
his Majefty. 

We beg leave to obferve, that in tranfmirtjng their ads and tranfadions 
to. England, the States have invariably adopted two different methods. The 
firft and mod ufual, has been by their Clerk or Greffier, the fecond by- 
means of the Lieutenant Governor or ethers, when fome particular occa- 
Con fo requires. But when the- latter is the cafe, the perfon deGred to 
tranfmit the ads of the States is fpecially authorized by an ad of that 
body for that purpofe, and no one ever took that office upon himfeif,* 
without the confent of the States.. We Gnd no good reafon for departing 
from our, ancient cuftom in this particular*, and it is plain his Majefty does 
oot mean to change it in his order in Council of the ad. of June 1785, 
where it is faid that when • the PVeGdent will enter his diffent upon that 
» objedion, fuch proportion shall be immediately tranfmitted to his Ma* 
» jefty to obtain his previous content. » No particular perfon is pointed 
out for ttanfmitting the ads of the States, and therefore we humbly con-* 
ceive the ancient ufage is ta be followed. 

Upon all thefe confiderations, which we have taken the liberty to fug- 
geft, we humbly truft, that the condud of the States will meet with the 
approbation of his Majefty and of the right honourable the Lords of the 
Council : that his Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to affirm the ad which* 
approves of the payment of John Dumaresq efquire's, account : that every 
ad and tranfcdions of the States shall be tranfmitted, either by the faid Gre~ 
fier or by fome perfon exprefsly authorized by the States, and that, in con- 
formity to ancient and invariable ufage; and finally that, the President be 
reftrided in the. ufe of his diffent within the bounds prefcribed by, his. 
Majefty Y s (aid order in Council of the ad. of June 1786k. 

We have the honour to be, &c. &c 

t,iJl.auguJiij8G. Edward Le Maifire, * } 

Philip Le Hardy > . . > jurats* 

James Hemery, . • 3 

Francis Le Breton, dean of Jerfiy, and reSor of Su Saviours* 

Richard Le Fewrc 2 reSor of S % Peter's, 
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Francis Valpy % reSor of S. Mar/si 
A. Bijfofty tetikor of S. Laurens. 
Fr. Le Cdufeur, reSor of St. MartitCu 
G. Bertram, reSor of S. Clements. 
Th. Sivrtt % rt&or of S. Johns. 
Ph. Dt la Garde > reSor of S. Brelade's. 
Ed. Dupri, reSor of S. Htlitr's. 
Ch. Marinelj conjlablt of St. Helieis. 
James Pipon, conjlablt of St. Br eludes. 
John t>umaresq y conjlablt of St. Peter V. 
Ph. Collas y conjlablt of S. Martin's. 
Fr. Ricard, conjlablt of S. OuerCt f 
Ph. Marett 9 cehtenier of S. Saviouisi 
Fr. Amy, conjlablt of Grouvillc. 

The right honourable 

the Lord Prefideot, &c. &c. &c. 

Af. Dumaresq of S.' Peter's had announced to the States f in the month of June 
tj86> his intention of fubmitting to them a plan for rejloring the trial by jury 
in Jerfey; this ht laid before the States On iht izth. of auguflj and after the 
plan had undergone the examination of a Committee* it was finally approved of 
by the States % on the qth. of oSober tj8S, as appears' by] the following a&* 



A U X £ T A T S DE VI SLE DE JERSEY. 

/am mil fept cent quatre-vingt-Gx, le quatri&me jour cfo&obre, la pro* 
poGtion qui fut logee au greffe le 12 d'aouc dernier par Jean Dumaresq, 
ecuyer, connl table de la paroifle de S. Pierre, touchant le retabliflement 
des enquetes. dans le pays, en matieres civiles. mixtes 8c criminelles, a 
cte lue ce jour pour la troiGeme fois dans les Etats , avec les changemeos 
& corrections que le Comite y a apportcs, de m6me que le rapport dudit 
Comire, leurs obfervations & les pieces qu'ils ontextraites pour Tinforma-* 
tion des fitats fur ce fujec. PluGeurs requeces par icrit fignees d'un grand 
nombre des principaux & autres habitans des paroifles refpedivement , de 
S. Helier,.S. Ouen, Grouville, S. Martin, S. Jean, See. Marie, S„ Sau- 
veur 5c S. Clement , demandant le retabliflement des enquetes one ete audi 
produites 5c enteridues avec les aftes d'aflemblees paroi males de la plupari 
defdites paroifles,. tendant aux memes fins. Chacun des membres de Fad 
icoablce ay ant etc entendu en ce qu'il avoit a offrir, foit pour ou contre 
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fa queftion, A te fujet ayant .cnfin 6x6 pleineawat defcattu 8c fe'rieufemen* 
examine ; les ^cats,'"apr6s lbDgue & m&re deliberation , ont approuve d*- 
ladite propofition daas T&at qu'elle eft" aujourd'hui devant Faffemblee, &: 
ont ordonni qu'ung copie ailtheotique en fera prefemement fignde du Gref— 
fier & cpfuite mife entre les mains de M. le Lieutenant Gouverneur, le- 
quel eft requis, par les fitats, de la tranftnettre a fa tres-excellente Ma- 
jeftd en Confeil, afin d'obtenir fon approbation Royale & la ratifications 
des articles propofes, on tet. autre remede que. fa Majefte jugera conve— 
nable & propre. Les £tat$ ont en meme temps autorife EcLLe Maiftre r 
icuyer, jufticier, le idvdrend dofteur Dupre, re&eur de S^Helier, & Jeaa, 
Buraaresq, &uyer, conrtdtabie de la paroifie de S.. Pierre >,de faire au- 
thentiq.uer, fous le fceau de Tile, tant- ce prefent ade cue les aftes qui* 
.ont ete aujourd'hui Itas aux :£tats., & de. Faire recueii des autres pieces, 
qui ont 6U produites, de metne que de tous autres papiers & evidences; 
qui pourront tendre a foltfenir & appuver ladite propofitiot* devanr fe tres~ 
excellente Majeftd en Confeil, afin de.remettte U tout encre les mains? 
dudit fieur. Gouverneur ^ po»r l'effet fufdir.. 

Ph. De Carttrtty greffier. , 

AUX I.TATS D*E LMSLE DE JERSEY. 

JL^aj* mil fept ceat quatte-vingt-fix, le viogt-dduxieme jour du mois de.» 
decembre;*fur ce cm'il y eut un piroces criminei intenti le 2j d'oftobre 
dernier, contre M. Fraogols Amy, de la paroifle de Grouville, revetu de*. 
la charge de conn&able, & contre Philippe Baudaips, de la paroiffe de: 
S. MgrSn^ fiHiuae accusation, par lettre anonyme* de s'ctre rendus con- 
pables d'avoir tranfportd, aide ou favorife le tranfport de iaine hors de- 
cette ile; qu'elte accufation, apre*. des. perquisitions redoublees, a ixi trou- 
*rfe demise de tout fondement; cet dvdnement confiddre, & vu que let. 
maHcieux tfouveroierit a chaque inftant des moyens d'inquieter les objets. 
rie leurs reflentimens fans rifquer des recherches , fi le citoyen Aoit fuicc 
& de pareilks pourfuhes; daqs (a viie d'arreter ces maux & de calmer le$: 
afarmes qui ont iti excitees par Pavant-dit proces, & afin d'aflurer le re- 
picw & la tranquHlitd d'iro ebacim fur un fujet fi int&effant, les fecats ont-: 
aojouTd'hui ddcidtf qu'a TaVenit nulle pourfuite ne fera inftituee contre- 
petfonne quelconque fur des accufations anonymes. Et les Etats tres hum* 
blement fupplient fa tres- excellente Majeft^ de vouloir bien accorder fa 
fanAion a cet-a&e, afin de le rendre permanent, pour quel efiet le Gref- 
fier eft dirige dans txanfinettce cppie authentique au Clerc in attendance. .• 
du CoqfelU 

~ " ' ' '■ K •- •• * ' PXJ)t Carteret, grefficr. . 
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r . : fykaf.gave. rife' to the - foregoing a& was a prbficuthn entered iy t/ie Procurtur du rbi again ft' 
JW. Amy, rtprcjeutative of the parish of Grouvitle, and M. Philip Baudains, on a charge gf 
txporting wool out of Jcrfey. The Procunur declared to the -Court that the charge was entirely 
grounded on an anonymous letter, which he had picked up in the courtyard ofhishoufe\ that pre- 
vious to his taking any fleps in this bufincfs, he had privately confulted the Court, who had 
direSed him to apprehend the above-mentioned gentlemen , mejfieurs Amy and Baudauiu He then pro- 
duced the later in qtupon, and the Court ordered it to be lodged ail greffe. JVuneJfes were heard, 
and the futility and malice of th'e charge appeared in the moft glaring colours. Thefe two men 
are of the party who favour the following ptvpofition for the re-eflablishmcnt of juries. 



PROPOSITION 

Agreed upon bv the States for the re- establishment of the triae 
/ by Jury in CIVIL, MIXED and CRIMINAL cases, and transmit- 
ted to his Majesty for his Royal approbation. - 

AUX feTATS DE LISLE DE JERSEY, 

JLjes £tats ayant efttrc en confidiration des ddfauts & abus aui fe trou- 
vent dans les lois & dans la constitution de Tile,. dans le fylteme de la 
jurifdi&ion , & dans la taaniere de procider en matieres civiles& crimi- 
nellesj apres avoir ferieufement examine ces fujets importans, confidcri 
lancien uiage du pays, la coutume de Normandie & pluGeurs prejuges, 
tanc vieux que modemes; entendu les plaintes & requetes qui leur ont it6 
adrefl'ees par les aifembl&s patoiiliales fur le fujet, & apres avoir inure- 
ment delibere 8c reflechi fut le tout, ont trouve que les maux.qui exit- 
tent dans le pays, & qui ont, en differens temps, excite les murmures& 
trouble le repos des habhans de Tile de Jerfey, precedent, premierement, 
du defaut de lois fixes & certaines, tant en matieres civiles que mixtes 8c 
cximinelles; & fecondement , du fyfleme defe&ueux. & abufif de radmi- 
niftration de la juftice* 

II paroit, & Inexperience de pluGeurs annees l'a demontre, que le re- 
oueil de lois qui for fait en 1 annee 1771 , efl des plus defe&ueux, <Sc 
contient des ordonnances Equivoques 8c impraticabler; mais arfin de pot- 
ter une attention plus exafte aux points principaux & qui exigent une 
reformation immediate, les Etats ont cru devoir fe borner, pour le pre^. 
fent , a la reprefentation fuivante : 

Premierement. Par rapport aux proems criminels, en accufation pour 
crime de haute trahifon, il n'eft point dans Tile de pouvoir competent 
pour punir ou ddchar^er Taccufe, ni meme pour examiner des temoins 
for Taccufation; le Gouverneur & deux des Jures ont, en fie cas, le droit 
de faifir & emprifonner feulement, 8c, non de procider plus outre, . 

La poujfuite des duties delUs, Jaraaniere da txahei les proces criminels, 3 

1 - ' Rb. 
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Temprifonnement des accufifs, le tribunal qui les doit juger, & las peinei 
4jue ks coupables doivcnt fubir, font des fujets^ fur lefquels il n'eft au- 
cane loi ni regie cercaine dans le pays; mais qui dependent de la volonttf 
& de la difcretion de ceux qui Ies traitent , & cjui varient felon les cir- 
conftances & les temps. II arrive qu'un prifonnier eft juge par le chef 
Magiftrat & deux jutis feulement, quelquefois par tous les jur&, & cjuei- 
quefois par le Connetable & les douze officiers de la paroiffe du prifon* 
nier, 8c enfuite par Tenquete du pays compofee de vingt-quatre homines- 

Le chef Magiftrat 8c les Jures, apres que les temoins font entendus & 
la pourfuite ciiminelle finie, dechargent ou condamnent le prifonnier, de 
leur chef, ft c'eft leur voionte. lis n'appellent le Connetable & les offi- 
ciers pour i'enditement , *que iorfqu'ils le jugent a propos, ou qu'ils ne trour 
vent pas le cas fuffifamment ciair. 

II eft arrive, & les examples ci- joints 9 tires des regiftres, en font foi, 
xjue la Cour royale, dans un temps plus &oign£, a puni par amende, 
«mprifonnement & mem* de peine corporeUe, des accufiJs, quoique di- 
charges par l'enquete. 

Dans d'autres temps la Cour royale a renvoyi en prifon des accuf& de- 
chargis par Tenquete, & permis plus outre information fur le meme fait. 
Dautres prifonniers enfin one 6t6 contraints de donner caution, & d'autres 
<mt it6 mis aux'frais de la procedure apr&s la drfcharge de I'enquSte. On 





prifonnier de Taccufation; il en eft d'autres, comment i'enqufcte 

voyee a un autre jour pour fe mieux informer. Dautres prijugis font voir, 

que des perfonnes accuses & endit&s pour crime capital, ont iti iiargies 

fe 
pays, II fe 

trouve un tres-grand nombre de jugemens, depuis quelques ann&&, ou des 
accufife pour vols & larcins* de pluGeurs efpeces, ont €ti ttqus par la Cour 
royale «t vider le pays, pour dviter plus outre pourfuites; & il s'en trouve 
d'autres dgalement r£cens , comment des perfonnes faifies 8c conftituees pri- 
fonniers , ious accufation de vols & : autres delits , ont itc admifes a caution 
par la Cour royale, 6c laiflees enfuite fans plus outre examen , recherche, 
ni pourfuite. 

Les prifonniers font mends de la prifon a la Cour 8c renvoy& de la 
Cour a la prifon, auffi fouvent 8c pour audi long- temps que le Procu- 
reur du roi demande d'informer plus outre; ce qui eft fait a d iff e rentes 
reprifes , & dure fouvent pour un temps confiderable. Et il eft arrivi de- 
•puis un an , qu'une pouriuite criminelle , au fujet du tranfporc de laine , 
dans laquelle piufieurs temoins avofent M entendus, fut renouveltee par 
afte de la Cour royale > d'autant que la procedure etoit fur le point de 
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pfcimer, facte de potwfuke dans Tan ft jour. . 

, Les temoins font examines ,& $ntendus en prifejpce ;du chef Maglftrat ft 
de dei^ Jur&, leur depofitions font mifes en ecrit & lues aux autres Ju- 
x6s 9 ft aux Constables & officiers pour l'enditement, loffque cesderniers 
y font appelcs y fans qu'aucune Evidence de vive voix leur foit produite 
non plus qu'a, l'enquece. 

Le Conn&able & les officiers , lorfqu'ils font appetes a faire rapport fur une 
accufation y font queftionn& d'une maniere vague ft en fecret par le chef 
Magi ft rat; aucun ferment ne leur eft adminiftr£ pour l'occafion. lis paG- 
fent par-devant le chef Magiftrat un aun, dune maniere myft&ieufej les 
gens d'enquete font par ferment & leur rapport, qui decide en dernier 
r-eflbrt du cas du prifonnier, eft conduit de la m&me fagon. 




du nombre, afin de fupplder a Tindifpofition ou abfence des autres j mais 
le droit d'exception p&emptoire ou challenge n'appartient point aux accufes- 

II a it6 di]k dit, qu'il n'eft pas a Foption du prifonqier d'avoirje rap* 
port du Connetable & das officiers fur fon accutation; mais qu'il depend 
de la Cour royale; cependant le meme ufage accorde a l'accufe le droit 
d'appeler L'enquete, s'il eft endite par le Connetable. & les officiers, fa^s 
toutefois Ty con train dre; ft dans le cas qu'un prifonnier, apres etre en- 
dite criminellement, ne fe foumet point au jugement de la Cour, & sob- 
fiine a refufer l'enquete, ii eft renvoye en prifon pour un an ft un jour^. 
fans proceder plus outre vers lui, meme pour un crime capital. II eft au(E. 
quelque exemple du contraire- 

Le fort d'un criminel , apres convi&ion , depend dans prefque tous les 
cas , de la merci ft de la difcretion de la Cour royale. II n'eft point de 
.lois criminelles dans le pays. Tantot la coutume de Normandie eft citee 
pour conduire la Cour dans fon jugement; queiquefois les commentateurs* 
tut la loi d'Angleterre; mais le plus fouvent divers prejuges pris dans les 
roles, differant la plupart les uns des autres, queiquefois diredement op- 
pofes, ft en general tirds d'un fiecle eloigne, rempli de fuperftition ft 
d'ignorance. 

Les fautes qui, felon leur nature, pourroient etre admifes a caution;. 
ne font point diftingu&s des delits qui doivent en etre exclus. Les per- 
fonnes faifies pour des delits, ou en confluence d'une a&ion purement 
civile ou mixte, font prefque dans tous les cas, a la merci dun Sergent de 
juftice, qui n'a d'autre regie a fuivrcL, en fair de caution, que fa bonne qu: 
mauvaife volontc. 

L'a&e de Parlement, connu fous le nom du habeas corpus alt, qui pro 
lege les fujets de faMajefte en Angleterre, contre les emprifonnemens ik- 

Bbx . ' " 



Digitized by 



Google 



legals, n'a point d'effet dans ce pays, & n'y d jamais 6t6 enregiftre tii 
exercc; quoique par ronzieme article dudit ade il parole une intention tvi* 
dente d'en etendre les privileges a Tile de Jerfey. 

r Les fautes legece* font quelquefois punies d'avance par un long empri- 
fonnement , & ceux qui commettent des delits plus graves font en d autres temps 
admis a caution, ou re 5 as par la Cour a fe retirer du pays, pour evicer une 
jpourfuite criminelle. 

Secondement. Touchant Tadniiniftration de la juftice & le fyfleme de 
jurifdi&ion en matieres civiles. 

Les Etats , apres avoir fait recherche dans Pancien ufage & dans les re- 
giftres du pays , apres avoir examine plufieurs pieces & autorites fur la pra- 
tique, & le Vieux Coutumier deNormandie, qui eft la bafe des lois & 
,coutumes municipals de File, ont trouve que le jugement par enquete en 
matieres civiles, mixtes & criminelles, eft un ancien droit & privilege ap- 
partenant aux habitans de Tile de Jerfey; que Torigine des enquetes eft d'une 
antiquite des plus reculee; que leurs jugemens ont autrefois fervi dans les 
affaires de difficult^ & de grande importance, dont il eft plufieurs exem- 
ples. . Par le Vieux Coutumier il paroit que les jugemens par enquete doi- 
vent decider de prefque toutes efpeces de difpures & conteftations , comme 
font, douaire de femme, mariage encombrd, empechemens de fucceffion, 
tenures d'heritages, revocations des faits de tuteurs, dons que peres font 
a leurs enfans, clameurs de haro, des vues, de meurtre, deroberie, de 
trahifon au Due, de mehaing, d'aflault, de treves frainftes,de querelles& 
contends, de forfait a veuves, femmes ou orphelins, de recepteurs de cri- 
•minels, de querelles de poffeflion, d'immeubles & de meubles au-dela de 
•dix fols en valeur, de querelle fieffale, de nouvelle deflaifine, de payement 
de rente, de patronage d'eglife, des rentes & fervices que feigneurs deman- 
,dent a leurs tenans, de querelle de fief vendu, & de plufieurs autres fujets 
en difpute. 

On trouve par FExtente qui fut formee en fannee 1551, que Tetendue 
& {'appreciation des revenus & fervices dus a fa Majefte, dans les diffe- 
rences paroiflfes de Tile, furent fixees par des enquetes threes des douze pa* 
ioifles- refpe&ivement, & compofees de douze hommes chacune. 

Une autre Extente des revenus du Roi fut faite en i'annee 1668, de la 
mem^ maniere par des enquetes, en confequence d'un ordre du Roi en 
Confeil, dat£ du 22 mars 1660. 

En Fannee 1661, un Terrier fut regli par des enquetes de douzte hom- 
mes chacune, pour diftinguer les dixmes dues a fa Majefte d'avec celles 
qui font dues aux Refteurs des paroiffes. 

Un autre Terrier, pour le meme fujet, fut fixd par une enquete, fur une 
prdonqance du Conleil, datee du 23 fevrier 1703. 
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les devoirs & les fervices entre les feigneurt des fiefs de Tile & leur* 
Kenans, ont &£ la plupart fixrfs & reconnus par des enquetes, de mqpie 
que le bornement ae diff&ens fiefs. 

II fe trouve dans les roles de la Cour & fur des places authentiques, plus 
anciennes que les roles memes, plufieurs jugemens par enquete en matieres 
civiles & mixres, telles que nouvelle deflaifine, appreciations d'hdritages, 
clameuts de haro, & aucres actions ou les Officiers du roi font parties join- 
tes; bornemens de terres, difputes en partages d'hdritage, demandes de fer* 
Vices, & plufieurs autres droits & pretentions en difpute. 

II eft vrai que l'ufage des enquetes a diminue confiderablement depuis 
vn certain nombre dannees; it eft tombi graduellemenc a mefure que la 
Cour royale a etendu Ton autorite; il a varie felon les circonftances & les 
temps; .& cet admirable fyfteme de jurifdi&ion, ce pr&ieux privilege, *& 
dans le temps prefent prefqu'entierement aboli, ou rendu fi -incertain, que 
•ce n'eft plus un privilege aux habitans. 

II paroit cependanr encore dans la pratique d'aujourd'hui , des traces vl- 
■fibles & marquees de cet ancien privilege. 

Telles font les Vues de juftice fur les conteftations qui arrivent au fujet 
de la propriete des biens en terres* maifons ou fiefs; alors douze hommes 
du voifin£, non reprocWs, font appeles & fer mentis devant la Cour; ils 
-examinent les lieux en difficulte; ils ont la communication des Evidences; 
entendent les parties & font leur rapport fur le fait & fur le droit, Dans 
x-ertains temps la Cour royale admet des t^moins dans la Vue, dans d'au- 
tres elle les refufe; quelquefois les parties nomment les voyeurs ou gens 
d'enqucte; tant&t le Vicomte les appelle fans la participation des parties; 
le tout fuivant la difcretion de la Cour* 

Telles font encore les vifites faites , en premiere inftance, par le Vicomte , 
des objets en conteftation; alors fix hommes, non reprochls, font appeles 
pour experts, & donnent leur rapport par ferment, fur le fait en difpute; 
cette vifite du Vicomte eft un pas preliminaire a la Vue de juftice, De la 
fentence d'une Vue de juftice il y a appei a une grande Vue, dans laquelle 
vingt-quatre hommes font appeles comme voyeurs, Et de la grande Vue 
de juftice il y a appel a fa Majefte en Confeil. Tels font les rapports d'ex- 
perts, appelds & ferments par le Vicomte, fur des conteftations de 
diftereutes efpeces , foit qu'il s'agifTe de juger de do m mages preten- 
dus, de fixer !e prix des objets en difpute, effimer la valeur d'anidiiora- 
tions, ou ecablir la verite des pretentions reciproques des parties, Un pa- 
reil ufage s'obferve dans la Cour Ecclefiaftique, Iorfque le Doyen fait la 
vifite des maifons presbitcriales fur le deces du dernier incumbent. 

Telles font encore les vifites de chemins publics, alors le Conndtable 
& douze hommes ferments de la paroifle ou la vifite fe fait, ddnoncent 
les empechemens & ufurpations des particuliers fur les "chemins du Koi , 
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tc d&ident entfe particuliers fur le droit., 

dependant dans tous les cas chis ci-deflus f . la Cour royalc fe referve 
un pouvoic arbitraire, (bit pour accorder une enquete & meme une vue* 
de juftice, ou pour les refufer; foit pour introduire dans la procddure des 
experts & voyeurs, ou pour procider fans eux^ pour d&drer a leur rapport* 
ou pour le temp&er oU changer; & aujourd'hui le plus fouvent il arrive 
que la Cour, en variant la forme de proceder dans la premiere inftance,, 
fe difpenfe d'appeler des voyeurs , & appoince un Tranfport de juftice au 
lieu de la Vue. 

La Cour royale, dans d'autres cas, ufe d*un pouvoir ^galeme.nt arbi- 
traire, & fe croit en droit d'exercer fa difcretion fur des points qui devroient 
ctre fixes & uniformes, dont il eft plufieurs exemples : la Cour a refute *, 
dans plufienrs inftances , appel a fa Majeftd , fur des ccnteftations At tres- 
grande importance aux parties > & en valeur beaucoup au-dela de celle 
nxee par la ioi. 

La Cour n'admet point d'appel dans les caufes ou le Procureur du roL 
eft joint a une des parties, parce que ce font des caufes mixtes; & ces cau- 
fes, qui font fouvent tres-intereflantes a Thonneur & aux biens des parti- 
culiers, font jugees par le chef Magiftrat & deux Jures feulement r fans ap~ 
pel au corps de la Cpur, non plus qu'a fa Majefte. 

La Cour, en difflrens temps & fouvent, a refufe de faire afte de (es r& 
folutions, quoique 1'ordie de fa Majefte en Confeil, du 26 mars 1729, Tor* 
donne exprefKment, ce oui prive les parties des moyens d'appel a fa Mar 
jefte , ou de faire valoir leurs objections fur telles rifolutions. . 

La Cour admet quelquefois les coufins germains & domeftiques dts par- 
ties a pafler com me t&noins dans des caufes civiles & mixtes , quelquefois 
elle les rejette. Quelquefois les coufins germains font admis comme juges, M 
& quelquefois ils (one difpenfiJs de juger.. 

La Cour fe difpenfe de fe conformer a la loi dcrite dans fes fentences*, 
& meme a prononc£ des jugemens en oppbfition dire&e a la loi. . 

La Cour a impoft des amendes feveres & exceflives fur les habitans pout 
des fautes llgeres & triviales;*& dans d'autres temps, la Cour,apres avoir 
projioncd une peine corporelle, Ta changle en une peine picuniaire. 

La Cour a jug£ & meme cenfur£ & condamnd les perfonnes fans les en- 
tendre; & a refufe Fadmiffion de plufieurs piaintes & remontrances fur des 
fu jets graves & importans.. 

La Cpur interrompt toute adminiftration de la juftice, dans le temps le 

{>lus preffant du terme, lorfque la mort arrive a un de fon corps, ou a 
'epoufe de Tun d'eux; & il eft recemment arrivi qu'un Stranger a dte con- 
tinue prifonnier huit jours au-dela de fa femence, d'autantque la femm* 
*du Greffier &oit dfced&* 
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£a Cour ejempte Its twmbrcs de fon corps, les veuves des juris & m1fc 
*me les avocats de la Cour, de contfibuer aux fervices qu'ils qojve&C h ft 
JMajefti, & en furchargent le$ autres habitans de rile- 

La Cour a remis de fon chef les tenues. des diff&entes Cows, fans n6- 
ctwt6 & contraire a PintlrSt du public 

La Cour , dans un temps, regoit les rapports des ofiiciers de police com- 
me des preuves fuffifantes aua fait, fans autre evidence; dans d'autres tempsj 
la Cour admet des timoins a les confirmer ou contredire. 

La Cour apporte les defauts de qualification qu'elle juge & propos aux 
officiers de la police qui font choius par le peuple, 8c rejette leqr ele&ion 
£ fon grd fans egard a l'ufage* 

La Cour, apres avoir confulte & entendu l'opinion des affembWes parcif- 
fiales, pour la coupe des vraics qui fe fait chaque annde, en a difpole con- 
traire aux fentimens du peuple. 

La Cour apporte differ ens obftacles & permet des ddlais frivoles & inu- 
tiles dans la ddciflon de certaines caufes; ce qui prolonge tellement les pro- 
verdures, que les uns fe fatiguent par la perte de leur temps & abandonnent 
leurs pourfuites ; les autre? font conduits a des frais exorbitars & ruineuK 
Le cas des temoins eft Igallement a plaindre; iis fuivent la Cour pour plu- 
£eurs termes, pour une meme caufe & fans recompenfe* 

II a 6t6 permis au Geolier de continuer gardien de la prifon, pendant 
le cours d'un te*me, fans examiner fa conduite, apres qu'il avoit, par fa 
negligence ou connivance, laifle echapper un prifonnier, detenu fous ac- 
cufation de meurtre : & la Cour, ayant fufpendu le meme Geolier pour le 
fait fufdit , lui permet cependant encore atijout d'hui publiquement de faire 
les fon&ions de geolier, & il eft huiffier de la Cour. 

Le chef Magiftrat & les Jur& fe nomment r&iproquement les uns les 
autres, pour recueillir les fuffrages du peuple dans les 6 tedious des juris, 8c 
pour en faire le rapport. Plufieurs defdits Jiftts prennent en mime temps 
un parti z6l6 8c aftit dans les cledions, 8c deviennent enfuite les juges des 
candidats en cas de contestation. 

La Cour civile contr6ie les fondions & ddcide de la competence de la 
Cour eccldfiaftkjue , quoiqu'etablie par la m£me autorittf Royale que la Cour 
civile. Elle fait injon&ion au juge ecclifiaftique de ne point adminiftrer 
ferment a des officiers dVglife, contraire a la loi qui l'ordonne. 

Plufieurs autres abus 8c inconveniens , dont le detail n'eft pas ici donnl, 
fubfiftent dans la difpenfation de la juftice, 8c dans les procedures k la Cour. 

La Cour royale qui s'attribue cette Vendue de pouvoir 8c tfautorit^ ar- 
bitrage, eft compose du Bailii & de douce Jur&. Le Bailli eft de l'ap- 
• pointement de fa Majefte, mais il nfc rifide point dans lllej il nomine lift 
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lieufeuant qnF y fait les fon&ions du Bailli a tous egards. tcs dbuze Jii* 
*es font choifis par le peuple & a vie. 

La loi o'exige aucune qualification, fbit de biens, d^ducation, d'expe^ 
Hence ou de connoiffance des lois, pour remplir la. charge de jur£. Les; 
jur& forment aufli une tierce paptie du corp9 legiflatif des Etats. 

Xes avocats font nommcs par le Bailli ou fon Lieutenant & fans exa-. 
men- de qualifications : le nombre en eii limite par 1'ufage a fix. 

Les Icrivains de la Cour , autrement dit Fes procureurs , font aufli nom- 
mis par le Bailli ou fon Lieutenant : fans eux les particuliers ne peuvent 
foutenir leurs droits , pi conduire leurs procedures devant la Cour. lis ont 
feuls le droit de paffer les contrats publics; & il eft arrive que cieux qui 
avoient.a plaider tic mejne a. fe defendse contre des perfonnes en autorite,, 
. ne pouvoient obtenir ni avocats. ni ecjrivains a les afliller. 

Telle eft la fituation a&uelle de vingt mille fujets de fa MajefW & atr- 
.dela, habitans de tile.de Jerfey^par rapport a radxniniftration de la jus- 
tice, & a la jurifprudence du pays.. 

Parmi les eas cites ci-devant il eft" des inftances , dans la pratique, qui; 
ne font pas de nature a etre authentiquses par le Greffier, nerant pas re- 
cordees clans les regiftres; mais qui ne laiffent pas d'etre des maux vrais& 
reels, dont le public devient la-vifrime, &qui exigent limerpofition &1&S; 
fecouis bienfaifans de fon debonnaire Souverain.. 

Lts fitats en meme temps declarent* que la reprefentation ci-deflus dds. 
procedures juridiques n'efc point faite dans la vue d'accufer ni porter at- 
teinte a aucun des membres de la Cour royale individuellement ou col- 
leftivement , mais dans la feule & unique intention d'expofer les erreurs 8c 
abus du fyfteme qui a long-temps prevala & qui regne encore dans le pays; 
au grand prejudice des habitans,. 

Dans la vue done de remedier en partie a ces maux, en retabliflant une • 
loi & coutume ancienne, en corrigeant ks abus & fuppl&mr a fes ddfauts; 
danc Tefperance de procurer aux habitans Je Tile de Jerfey & a leur pof- 
tdrite, le contentement & la tranquillite} & afin de les attacher de plus ea . 
plus au Gouvernement qui les protege > les Iitats propofent les articles fui- 
vans, pour etre mis devant fa tres-excellente Majefce en. Confeil, afin d'ob- 
teqir (on. approbation royale. 

Article p r e m i e r. 

Que le jugement par enquete fera la loi en toutes aftions criminelles ,\ 
lorfque Taccufd en demandera le benefice ; & en toutes a&ions civiles & . 
mixtes , legrfque Tuae ou 1'autre le requierra. . 

II. 

Lorfqu'unc perfonne fera faifie pour avoir cojnmis quelque crime ou &i- 

lit,. 
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uera le fujet & la legality -_ ,~ — -, **. ««vv 4 v *.*, *»ww*» wu> ** AC s ck« 
conftances du crime alUJgu& II aura le pouvoir d'adminiftrer ferment; & 
fi la faifie hii parolt faite malicieufement ou denude de tout fondement^ 




pourra *« ^w~~ - ^_ww-, - — — ~. w . ~~ M »» M * y « *«v*iiicurcj udici> 
vant en cela cette r&le uniforme : que les crimes de ftionie & au-defTur, 
ne feront point admiffibles a caution; & que les d&its moins graves que fc- 
lonie, doivent y etre admis, la cautron etant bonne & fuffifante. 

1 1 r. 

Dans huit jours aprfes l'emprifonnement de la perfonne, le conn&abfo, 
centeniers & ofliciers, au nombre de treize ^nfemble, de la paroiffe oil le 
delit aura du ccte commis , s'aflembleront dans la Cohue royale , fur Ta- 
vertiflement du Vicomte, & examineroAt le contenu de Taccufation, laquelle 
leur fera prtfentce par edrit. Us atiront le pouvoir d'entendre ic d'exami- 
ner des temoins fur Taccufation; &*ils rapporteront, par ferment, a la Cour 
s'ils croyent qu'il y ait un fondement fuffifant pour une pourfuite criminelle* 
Sil eft trouvi, par la plurality des opinions, qu'ii y a un fondement rai- 
fonnable, le prifonnier demeurera enditte criminellement. Si, par la plu- 
rality des opinions, il ne parolt point un jufte fujet d'accufation le pri- 
fonnier fera dichargi de la pourfuite & ilargi de prifon. Le conn&able., 
centeniers & ofliciers auront igalement le pouvoir de prendre ou refufer 
caution, felon la nature de Taccufation, fe conformant toutefois a la regie 
ci-deflus itablie au fujet des cautions. s 

I V. 

Dans huit jours, au plus tard<, apres que le ptifonhitt aura €ii ehditrf 
criminellement, & qu'il fe fera remis a la loi du pays & au jugement de fes 
pairs, 1'enauete fera appelee pour decider de fon fort, a moins que quelque 
t&noin indifpenfable , ne foit abfent de Tile ; alors la Cour pourra accor- 
der un d41af qui n'exc&lera pas le temps raifonnable pour la venue de tei 
t&noin.. 

V. 

EVnquSte criminelle fera tir& des trois paroifles du diftrift du prifonnier, \ 
oomme il eft ci-apris expliquS, * fera fujette aux exceptions & formalite* 
qui font prefcrites ci- apres. 

V I; 

lies t&noins qui feront appel& devant Fenquete, foit pour ou contre 
laccufe, feront tow eatendus de vive voix, le meme jour que le crime 
fera jugeV ^ 

G*- 
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VII. 

Tous les hommes de Fcnqu&e prendrorit ferment, (chacun d'eux ftpa- 
r^ment,) de juger entre notre Souverain le Roi Be le prifonnier, fur Fivi- 
dence qui aura 6ti produite , & fans haine , faveur pu partiality , & confor- 
m&nent a la loi. 

VIIL 

Les gens de Fenquete choifiront d'entre eux un chef qui dllivrera ouver- 
tement & publiquement a la Cour, le rapport de Fenquete fur Faccufation. 

IX. 

Apres qtfun prifonnier aura iti enditt£ criolinellement, s'il refufe de fe 
foumettre, foit a Fencjuete ou a la Cour, il fera proc&& vers lui comrae 
s'il faifoit aveu du crime done il eft accuft; & vingt-quatre heures de temps 
ati moins lui feroot accordees pour y confidtfrer 8c faire Foption. 

X. 

Lorfqu'un prifonnier fera abfous par FenquSte, il fera dlargi de prifon, 
& a couvert de toutes peines, amen des, fraiSj atteinte ou accufation quel- 
.conque pour le meme iait. 

X I. 

Si le prifonnier eft trouvi coupable par Fenquete, II fera dument atteint 
8c convaincu du crime dont il <toit accuft. La Cour alors prononcera la 
peine que la loi aura irapofte contre lui, 8c en ordonnera Fex&ution* 

XII. 

II fera accord^ aux criminels condamn& & mort , ( except^ potir le crime 
de meurtre,) un temps raifonnable & fuffifant pour obtenir la grace du 
Prince, avant que la ientence foit ex&utie. 

XIII. 

II y aura un rccueil ou code criminei prdpard pour le pays; dans lequel 
les d&its & les peines feront d£Ggn£s par des lois claires & pr&ifes, afin 
que chacun connoifle les regies de fa conduite f ce qu'il doit a la focidt£ , 8c 
la peine qu'il encourra s'il contrevient aux lois; & jufqu'a-ce que ce recueil 
foit fait & approuvi, les lois criminelles d'Angleterre fervircnt de regie a 
la Cour royaie dans fes jugemens, audi loin comme les lois criminelles 
d'Angleterre font applicables au local de Tile de Jerfey. Ce code fera dreffe 
par les fetats, avec Faffiftance des Officiers du roi 8c des praticiens de File, 
& avec autant d'expddicion qu'il fera poffible. II fera con;u dans Fefprit 
8c avec la moderation des lots criminelles d'Angleterre; & apres qu'il aura 
obtenu Fapprobation de fa Majefti en Confeil, les lois qui, y feront entries 
^emeureront pour r&gle invariable a Favenir, jufqu'a-ce qu'elles foient rap- 
pelves par la mfcme autorit& 
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XIV. 

P;>ur Pappoihtement & la formation des enqu£tes civiles '& criminel&J, 
an obierveia le iyfleme fuivant: 

II y aura dans touces les paroides de Hie une aflembl^e paroiffiale, tefiue 
tousles trois ans, la premiere iemaine du mois davril. Ces aflembWes 
choifironr, d'encre ies plus notables & intelligens des habicans de leurs pa- 
roifles reipe&ives, des hommes pour fervir comme hommes d'enquetes dans 
les caufes civiles,. mixtes &.criminelles f . lorfqu'iis y feront appel&^ 

XV. 

Le nombre dTiommes ainfi choifis, ne fera pas au-deflbus du tiers, 6c 
n'excldera pas la moitii du nombre tocal dts hommes qui feiont fur le rat 
de la paroiile &- reiidans dans Tile. 

XVI. 

9 Tout homme, n£ fujet de fa MajelW, ajji deao ans, & au r£t, fera Eli- 
gible 8c contrainc d'agir comme homme denquete, a la referve des juges* 
du clerg^, des officiers de la Cour royale, des avocats, & des gens de la 
ftcuUE en midecine qui en feront exempts*. 

XVI6 

Parmi les hommes d'enqufcte, ainfi i\ns^ dans chaque paroifle, fix de* 
plus capables , & qui payent au moins un rat de dix quartiers , feront chon 
lis, par ballot par l'aliemblee, pour fervir dans les enqucres fpeciales en 
caufes civiles & mixtes, fans que ce choix les exempte de fervir dans les 
ebquctes criminelles, comme il eft ci-apres itabli. 

XV III.. 

Ghaque conn&able fera infcrire, dans un livre , le nom des perfonnes choi~ 
fies pour les enquetes ordin aires, & le nom de ceux qui feront choifis ppur 
lefi enquetes fpeciales; & dans huit jours aprfcs chaque &e&ion, il en ddli-r 
vrera au.Vicomte une vraie copie, fign^e de fa main.- 

X I X.. 

Les quatre dernieres femaines de chaque terme feront mifes & pare pout 
les jugemens par enqyete en caufes civiles & mixtes, & on y procedera de 
cette fa<jon : les caufes dans lefquelles Tune ou l'autre des parties aura de* 
snandd l'enquete, foit par lui mcme, par fon avocat ou procureur, feront 
entrees fur une Iifte par le Greffier de la Cour, dans Fordre qu'elles auront 
paru dans le cours de chaque terme, & le* caufes feront jugees par les en- 
quetes, fuivant Tordre de cette lifte, comme il eft plus amplement expliqud 
ci-.aprfcs. . 

XX-. 

Si les quatre dernieres femaines du terme nefuffifent pas pour les |uge-t- 

Cc 2 
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aneoj par enquite, les caufes qui refterbnc fur les liftes, feront reoufes 8c 
deqddes les pretnifrss fewws .da prochaia- t$««*. ". ■ ' ~ 

XXI. 

Si* le jugement par enquete eft demand^ dans une caufe d'amirautrf, ojj 
autre caufe de bcievete* lenqucce fera appeiee fans d&aj, mime hors tsrme. 

Leu caufes qui viendtont devant la Cour, & dans lescjuelle* le jugement 
par enquece ne fera pas demands f feront traitees & decides par la Cour 
f oyale , comme il eft prifentement d'ufage. 

X X I I L 

Dans la vue qu'il y aic tou jours ua nombre fuffifant 8c aflllr<5, de gens 
con reprocbes & exempts de recufatipns , dans la lifte des enquetes , les 
douze paroiffes de Tile leroat divjfep? en quatre diftrifts; trois peroiffes for- 
inant un diftrift, fa voir; S. Holier, S. Laurens, & Brilade, premier dif- 
trift; S. Pierre, S. Ouen, Ste. Marie, deuxieme diftrift; S. Jean, laTrinite, 
S. Martin, troifieme diftrift; Grouville, S. Clement, & S. Sauveur, quar 
trieme diftrift. 

XXIV. 

Les caufes entre les habkans des paroifles, (o\% de-S« Hiikv 9 S^Laurens 
4»tt S. Brdade, feront d&idces pa? une enquete tir& de ces trois paroiiTes 
apfemble, & formee de la maniere qu'il eft.ci-apres expliqu^ 

XXV. 

Si une des trois paroiffes eft partie eo la caufe , ou fi elle a int&it dans 
la dtfciflon, alors l'enquete fera tirfe des deux autres paroiffes. 

XXVI. 

Si deux des paroiffes ou toutes les trois paroiffes y font intireffifes, Pen* 
quite fera tiree du prochaiu diftrift, fuivaot le cours du, foleii; pourvu toi^ 
tefois que deux des paroiffes de ce dernier diftrift n'y ayent pas d'interec, 
autrement on procedera au prochain diftrift. 

X XV I L 

Si Tune des parties eft d'un diftrift, & Tautre partie d'tin autre diftrift* 
tfenquftte fera tirde da diftrift du dtfendeur. 

XXVIIL 

S'il y a plufieura dtfendeurs > & qui ne foient pas d'un mime diftrift, I« 
defendeurs conviendront entre eux du diftrift, autrement. oa prendra Fen- 
ijuece du diftrift du defendeui qui fera nommd le premier dans l'aftion. 

XXIX. 

Les mimes rfcgles, a tous Igard*, auront lieu pour les autres diftrift&i 
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He Vicomte Feral comparoltrejes gens d'enqu&te iorfqu'il en (era befolh, 
4k fc conforraera aux regies- futv*nte$ t il fera infcrire tous les noms des 

Sens : d'enquece, du pays , chacpo ; fur ude Etiquette oar itforeeap* dtf - pgjber. 
[ mettra enfemble dansune bpUe les 0001s de* gens d'enqaete &•; chaque 
diftrid , except* les noms de <jeux qui font choife pour les enqueces fpeciales* 

4 'XX X L f . . . \ .- 

Le. mercredi qui precedent immcdiatemenr l*s jugt«iei*t par ettqudte darf* 
chaque terme, le Vicomte fe trouvera dans un des appartemens.deilaCohue x 
royale, a dix heures da matin, 8t 1&, en prefence de routes les parties con- 
teitantes qui jugeront a propos de s'y rencontrer, les noms de vingt-quatre 
perfonnes, apres etre meles enfemble, feront tlr& au hazard de chacuhe des 
quaere bofces , & d6elares par le Vicotnter aux parries p*6fentfes , ptoiir &re 
les nems des hommes qui feronrappel&aux quatre ptemiets jours d'ebquete 
dans leurs diftrifts refoeftifr, & il fera permis aujC parties -de' prtd eke copie 
des norps ainfi tires de chacune des boites. 

XXXII. 

Tou* les pr£v6ts feront pjifensi cette entrevue, afiri de pftftdre les 01;-. 
dres du Vicomte pour ajourner les gens d r enqtrSte r 

X X X I I 1/ 

La lifte der caufes, gardie par le GrpflSer, {era alors prodiiite & divifce 
«n quatre parties, chaque partie contenant les caufes qui feront du reftbrt 
des enquetes dts quatre diftrids refpeftivement* 

XXXIV. 

La caufe qui fe trouvera la premiere fur la lifte du Greffier, aura la pr& 
ference du premier jugement, & les vingt-quatre hommes d'enquetede ce 
diftrid, feront en confluence ajournds pour le premier jour. Les vingt- 

3uatre hommes du procnain diftrift feront ajournds pour le deuxiemejour 
'enquece, & de meme les autres diftri&s ea rotation; chacun dei diftrifts 
ayant un jout d'enqu£te i fon tour. 

X XXV, 

A chaque jour des jugemens par enqu&te le Vicomte fe trouvera dank la 
Cohue royale, au moms une heure avant l'aflife de la Cour, alors 1'afteut 
4c le difendeur, dans chaque caufe en jugement, pourronr retrancher cha* 
cun fix des vingt-quatre hdmmes appel& par le Vicomte. lis feront retrain 
ches un a up, commen^ant par I'adeui, <5c les dbufce qui refterant former 
loot l'enqu&te pour cette caufe. ' 

XXXTVt. 

I/enqufcte fera produite k la Courpar le Vicomte » £ on fcrmentera {£% 
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payment chacun des Hommes, de maintcnir la v6rlt6 & die rendre juftice* 
entre les parties fans haine, faveur ou p^xtiajitd & confotm^mcnt a. la lou 

xxxvft 

. Les hommes de Penquete cboifirbnt d-eiitre eux un chef qui d&ivrem* 
4>uvertement & publiquement en Cour le rapport, de l'enquete*. 

xxxviil 

II fera pay* k chacun des douze hommes de l'enqudte vingt fous & an? 
•Vicomte quaranre fofe, par la partie qui d&herra; tout quoi fera levi parr 
k Vicomte, 

XXXIX. 

Les t^moins feront tons entendus de yive voix & examines de part 8C: 
d'autre, en prifence de 1'enquete, a moins qu'un t^moin ne foit fur fon 
depart hors de Tile; alors il pourra ctre examine en prtfence du Vicomte: 
& des partie*, cpmme.il eft pjtfentement d'ufage*. 

XL. 

Lorfqu'un jour ne fuffira pas pour decider toutes les caufes d*un diftritf^, 
le Vicomte , , apt is la levee de la Cour , fe trouvera de nouveau avec less 
v parties qui refteront, &' prendra derechef, hors de la boite.de ce meme diG> 
trift, les norns de vingt- quatre autres perfonnes, iefque'les feront ajournees . 
par les pr£v6ts, pour le prochain jour d'enquete qui viendra au tour de ce 
diftrift; &.on procidera de la meme maniere pour un troifieme jour d'en- 
quete, Sc plus s'il eft befoin; dtant entendu que les hommes d'un diltrid 
qui auront ^te une- fois appeles pour enquete, ne pourront etre ajourn& 
une feconde fois dans le meme terme, jufqu'a-ce que tous les hommes d'en~- 
quete ayent 6t6 appelds, a leur tour, G tant il y a de caufes a decider.. 

X L I; 

A la premiere Evocation des. caufes, dans cheque terme, iKfera an pou* 
Voir de Tune ou de fautre partie de demander le jugement d'une enquete - 
fplciale, en pay ant les frais de telle enquete; & fi ies,deUx parties deman? 
dent d'avoir le jugement cFune enquete. fgeciale, les frais eu feront pay 6s. 
par la partie qui dicherra.. 

. A L# 1 I •' . ^ 

• L'etiqu&e fp&tale fera fbrm^e de cette maniefe : lesnoms des fix perform, 
nes choifies a part, par les douze paroiffes pour la fin fusdite, feront gar* 
des dans une botte par le Vicomte; & le jour que les jugemens par enquete * 
ordinaire auront fioi , le Vicomte a la levee de la Cour , & en prefence des 
parties, comme il eft ci-devant dix, tirera au hazard hors de ladite bofte 
les noms de- vingt-quatre perfonnes & les delivrera aux prev6ts refpeftife, afiri 
qu'ils les ajournent de comparoitre au jjbur qui fera fixd par la Cour; & 
au refte on procidera dans Tenquete fpeciale,.& les parties auront le rn&n* 
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Jdroit deception & toui igards, comrae il eft &abli dans Pcnqufetc ordinaire^ . 

XLIIL 

II lira payc a chacun des douze hommes de Teoquete fpeciale, deux li- . 
xxts par chaque caufe qu'ils jugeront & au Vicomte quatre livres; ce qui 
fera lev6 comrae a I egard des enqu&tes ordinaires, 

X L I V. 

II y aura appel 2t fa Majeft£ en Confeil des jugemens par enquSte, tant 
foecials qu'orainaires , en tomes affaires de droit, done la valeur ne peut 
sapprecier, & en toutes affaires de propria, lorfque la valeur montera k 
ce qui eft deja itabli par la loL 

XLV. 

Pour former Venquete en caufe criminelle , on procldera de cette manure: 
le Vicomte mettra premierement dans la boJte du diftrift du prifonnier , 
parmi les autres noms, ceux des dix-huit perfonnes choifies dans les trois 
paroifles de ce diftrid, pour former les enqu£tes fp&iales* 

XLYL 

Le Vicomte , en prifence du Procureur ou Avocat da roi & de quelqu'un 
agiffant pour le prifonnier, s'il en appointe. 8c au moins deux jours avant 
que le prifonnier foic jug£, tirera au hazard de dans ladite boite quarante- 
huit noms , qu'ii donnera par ictit a POfficier du roi & & celui qui agic 

5)Gur le prifonnier. Les quarante-buit perfonnes ainfi tirees hors de la boite, 
eront ajourn&s pour fervir comme enquSte crimioeile fur le prifonnier. 

X L V I I. 

Si, parmi 4es quarante-huit perfonnes, il fe trouvoit quelque parent ju£ 

3u'au ieptieme degr£ du prifonnier, alors d'autres noms feront this hors 
e la boite pour completter le nombre de quarante-huit. 

X1VI1L 

Si un Conn&able 8c fes officicrs avoient fervi dans l'enditement du pri- 
fonnier^ & que leurs noms feroient dans la boite. ils feront premiirement 
tiris avant d'y prendre l'enquete. 

XL IX. 

Lorfque la Cour (era aflife, & apres qu'on aura donni au prifonnier la 
lefture de Ton accufation, & qu'il aura plaidc fon innocence, il fera per- 
mis au prifonnier d'excepter en premier lieu, pfrenjptoirement, contre dou2e 
des hommes d'enquete qui feront appeles. Le Procureur du roi enfuite of- 
frira fes exceptions pour que la (Jour en decide; & te prifonnier pourra 
apres continuer a retrancher du nombre des hommes prefens, jufqu'a-ce 
qtfil n'en refte plus que yingt- quatre, lefquels demeureront pour l'enqu&c 
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criinTneHe, &; feroftt ctacuo tfeui ferment& f & proccdeioot eommc il d> 
ci-devant 6tabh\ 

; I* . 

Acres les exceptions & recufarions fusdkes, s*il cede encore an jofle ftt» 
jet de recufatipn vers quelqu'un des gens d'enquete, le Vicomte fera con- 
venir cfautres perfonnes pour fburnir h nombre de vingt- quaere homines^ 
fans reproche. 

LI. 

C<tte regie cdaftante 8c uniforme aura lieu dans les enquetes, fa voir; mil 
fli fera re§u k fcrvir comme homme d'enquete, en caufe crimineile, s'il eft 
trouv4 parent dans le feptieme degri inclutfvement du prifonnier ; ni en caufe 
civile, s'il eft cbufin germain ou plus proche parent de Tune ou de l'au- 
tre partie. 

L I L 

'Si le Vicomte a aucun int&et dans una caufe en jttgement, s'il eft cou- 
fin germain ou pluf proche parent d'une d^s parties; s'il a confeille qu pris 
parti diredement pu indiredement dans la caufe 9 fon minift&e dans chacuo* 
de ces cas, ne fera point admis, & alors Tun des Denonciateurs agira a la 
place du Vicomte & produira l'enqu&e; fi les memes raifons one lieu vers, 
le$ Denonciateurs, la Cour appointera, a leur place, une pecfonne non in? 
t&cflee dans la- caufe, qui fera fermemee a cette fin.. 

LIIL 

Lorfquc les nom* des bommes d'enquete feront tir& faors des boites, par 
le Vicomte, ii fera ait pouvoir de l'aaeur ou du d£fendeur de fe fatisfairt 
oue la boite contient tous les noros que la k)i adroet (& non plus.) Et 
s il &oit trouv£ que les noms feroient augments ou diminuls , ou que quel- 
que fraude, faveur ou malice feroit commife, contraire a la loi prlfente,, 
le Vicomte en deviendra refponfable; &s'il a lui-meme contribu£ a la frau- 
de, il fera fujet a une pinalitd de cent livres fterlings, & rendu incapable: 
de tenir l'office de * vicomte dans cette ile. 

L IV. 

r A Tegard des autre? fbrmalit&t fbnftions, ptocid6s 8c competences des- 
enquetes pour caufes civiles , mixtes & crimineiles, auxquels il n'eft pas* 
pourvu par ce riglement , il eft entendu qu'on fe conformera , a tous Igards, 
aux regies &ablies en Angleterre, dans les jugemens par enquetes eu trials, 

h jury- 

% Les Etatsetifin, apr&s avoir employ^ plufieurs jours depuis le 12 aofit der* 
frier a examiner, difcuter &corriger les articles ci-deffus propofes, 8c aprit: 

1 1 * . 1 . -- ^ 

* Le Vicomte en Hie de Jerfey uexit fan office de I'appointement de fa Majeftl, & 
dvtant fon boa pUifin 

une 
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tine mure 6c pleine confid&ation du fujet, le$ oat Spprottvds Ie 4 ofio* 
bre 1786. 

Les Etats en m£me temps foumettent le tout avec la plus grande dtf&ence 
& entiere confiance a fa tres-excellente MajefW & aux ti&s-honorables Sei- 

Sneurs de fon Confeil, fe repofant fur les lumieres & le plus fain jugemenc 
e leurs Superieucs. lis fupplieut tres-humblement leur debonnaire §ouve- 
lain d'accordet fa fanftioa Royale au plan propoft, ou tel autre, moyen de 
recede que fa MajefU.daignera prefenreen fa fageffe pour le foulagemeoir 
dc le bien-etre de fes fidelles fujets, habitans de file de Jexfey. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, 

The kumble Petition of the underfigned Members, being a majority of the States of 

your Majefiys IJland of Jerjey, 

Shejteth, 

A HAT your Majefty was pleafed to iflue an order, dated the 2d. of 
june 1786, in which feveral points in difpute between the Lieutenant Bailly 
and the affembly of the States were arranged! and the bounds and limits of 
their refpe&ive authority adjufted* . '- . - * 

That it has been the endeavours of your Petitioners, as it was their duty; 
to pay the ftrideft obedience to the regulations contained in the faid order, 
and to promote that concord and harmony, which are neceflary for the 
difpatch of public bufinefs.. 

That, truly fenfible of the paternal care which your Majefty has shewn for 
the welfare and profperity of your fubje&s x>f this ifland, in fettling the 
legiflative aflembly on a folid bads, your Petitioners flattered themfelves 
that the Lieutenant Bailly would be animated with the fame fentiments, 
and that no extenfions of his powers which are defined with fuch precifion, 
and no incroachments on their privileges which are fo clearly marked out, 
would ever again be attempted. - 

That, notwithftanding thefe reafonable etpeftations, your Pietitioners have 
obferved, with much concern, the Lieutenant Bailly, in fame late inftances, 
ftretching his powers beyond the bounds afligned by your Majefty, and in 
others afluming new perogatives, in direft violation or your Majefty's plea? 
fure fignified in your order of the ad. of june J.786. 

That your Majefty, in the above-mentioned order, has thought fit to 
allow the Lieutenant Bailly to enter his diflent, if he will, on any 
proportion that concerns your Majefty** imereft or prerogative, or the 

Dd 



Digitized by 



Google 



< xp4 J 

conRiration or laws of the country, when fuch propoflcion is meant to 
be paffedinto an aft to take effeft immediately. That, though your Petitioners 
do not prefume to complain of a regulation which your Majefty in your 
£reat wifdom has enafted, yet they humbly conceive that the ufe the 
Lieutenant Bailly has made of that prerogative in entering his diflent twice 
in one day, namely on the ifth, of auguft laft^ on a iubjeft not within 
the precinft of his potfer, and on the mod trifling occafion, will appear 
not to be warranted by your Majefty's order, but to be a rash, ill- judged* 
and arbitrary proceeding. 

That they decline troubling your Majefly with the particulars of that 
tranfa&ion, naving already laid them before the right honourable the Lord 
Prefident of your Majefty's mod honourable Privy Council, they beg leave 
only to add, as a further ground of juft alarm, that the freedom of debate 
is frequently impeded, fometimes by hints and intimations, and at other 
times by open declaration on the part of the Lieutenant Bailly of his in- 
tentions to enter his diflent on propofitions made in the States, even before 
fuch propofitions have been diicufled or pafled into a&s. 

That it frequently happens, when any matter is propofed in the States 
which does not meet with the Lieutenant Bailly's approbation, that, not 
content with intimidating the members by threatening a diflent, he aflumes 
and exercifes a right of limiting the duration of a debate, and of break* 
ing up the States in the midft of the mod important bufinefs, and at an 
early hour, without the lead attention or refpeft for the reprefentatives of 
the people aflembled from all parts of the country, and fome of them at a 
considerable diftance from the place of convention. That a moft flagrant 
inftance of this contemptuous conduft occurred on the 4th. of odober 
laft, when the proposition for the re-eftabiishment of juries, after having 
been lodged au greffe for a conflderable time, and having undergone the 
examination and corrections of feveral Committees, was finally to be dif- 
pofed of in the States. That at the opening of the buGnefs about eleven 
o'clock, your Petitioners were greatly furprifed by a kind of order from 
the Prefident to make as much hafte as poflible, as he would, (lay no 
longer than two o'clock; that by that means three hours only were 
allowed for reading a voluminous body of evidences, a long proposition, and 
for deliberating on the whole ; that the reading of the evidence and pro- 
portion, was aofed at about half part one o'clock ; and your Petitioners 
think themfelves obtiged not to pafs over in filence a circumftance which 
though feemingly trifling and unimportant, will tend to shew to your Majefty 
the mifeTrable shifts to which the legiflative aflembly of this country -is re- 
duced by the defpotic controui of the Lieutenant Bailly, namely the 
degrading necefljty they were under of requefting thofe members to read the 
evidence and propofition who could read with the greateft difpatch. 

That about half pad one o'clock, P, M. the member, who had moved 
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the pxopofition, got up with the view of explaining its contents, Its princi* 
pal tendency and efteft, as he then declared, but was fuddenly flopped by 
the PreGdent, who asked him if his declamation should be a long one, and 
ordered him to be brief, as he would retire at two o'clock. That this decla- 
ration tied down to filence the above-mentioned member, who faid that 
rather than delay the determination of this matter by the Lieutenant Bailly's 
breaking up the affembly, he would decline fpeaking, and leave the pro* 
poGtion to ftand or fall by its own merits. That many of your Petition- 
ers forbore alfo to fpeak through apprehenGons of the Lieutenant Bailly's 
quitting his feat, and leaving a buGnefs which they conGdered as of the 
higheft confequence to this country, unGnished. 

That it is with real concern your Petitioners are obliged, in juftice to 
themfelves and to the people whom they reprefent, humbly to complain to 
your Majefty of a ftill more unjuftiGable breach of their privileges. 

A petition had been prefented to the States on the iotb. of july 
laft on the part of the merchants of the ifland, refpeftihg the defeftive and 
ruinous ftate of the harbours, and praying the States to fupport and give 
their fanftion to a petition on the fame fubje&, which they had prefented 
to your Majefty in Council. The matter in queftion was repeatedly men- 
tioned in that affembly, but on account of the interference of other affairs 
was poftponed 'till the Grft of november, when a motion was made 
and lodged au greffe in order to obtain the fenfe of the States on this 
important commercial objeft. On the 5th. of thefame month, this mat- 
ter was brought forward, and recalled to the notice of the States. The 
Prefident infilled this motion should be poflponed, and that the report 
of the Committee for the hofpital should be Grft taken into con- 
fideration, urging that the States had referred that fubjeft only to the 
deliberation of that day- The member, who took up this buGnefs, 
declared he was aware, from late experience, that there was reafon 
to fear the affembly might be diffoived before the fenfe of the Sta- 
tes could be known on the Petition of the merchants; but if the Pre- 
fident would affure him that the queftion would be agitated before the Sta- 
tes were difmiffed, he was ready to decline putting to the votes the point 
of preference. Of this no affurances, and indeed no anfwer whatfoever, coulcl 
be obtained from the PreGdent, 

The weaknefs and inconGftency of the PreGdent's plea for giving the 
preference ttf the report of the Committee of the hofpital before the Pe- 
tition* of the Merchants will appear evident for feveral reafons^ and princi- 
pally for the following* 

1 ft. A variety of buGnefs had been tranfaded previous to that which he 
pretended to look upon as the only buGnefs of the day. The Grft objeft 
.that called the attention of the States was, the death of her jRoyal high- 
nefs the princefs Amelia, and an a& waj paffed expreiEve of their ion* 
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trow on that melancholy etrent. The Governor then addrefied the 
States receding the detenfes and fortifications of the ifland, and « 
fefolutkm took place on that fubjeft; a third motion was made 
drafting the Greraer to keep in future a regular lift of the various mat* 
tecs lodged au greffe for the infpeftion of the members. The PreGdent 
.Jumfelf and two other members read each a Petition which had been put 
into their hands, and which were ordered to be lodged au greffe, 

adly. It was then only half pafl twelve o'clock, and the members of the 
States," who fpoke on that occafioh, allured the Prefident that, after they 
had difpofed of the Petition of the Merchants, they would immediady pro- 
ceed to the bufinefs of the hofpital, and that they were determined to fi~. 
tush both before they parted. 

jdly. The matter of the hofpital might have been decided npon, an 
•hour later, without any prejudice to the community, as the objefts, which 
the report of the Committee recommended to the States, were of no great 
moment in themfelves, and had reference to a diftant period; whereas it 
was abfolutely neceffary that an immediate ' anfwer should be given to the 
Merchants, as it was not known how foon the right honourable the Lords 
of the Committee of Council might fix a day for taking into confident 
tion the papers that lay before them on the fubjeft of the harbours. That, 
for thefe reafons, the majority wished to enter, in the firft inftance, on the 
commercial bufinefs, without at the fame time loiing fight of that of the 
hospital, for which there was ample time* 

That the Lieutenant Bailly asked the votes of the aflemWy to know 
which fubjeft should be firft debated, the report of the Committee of the 
hofpital, or the Petition of the Merchants; and the States having deter- 
mined that the latter was the mod preffing and ought to have the prefe- 
rence; » in that cafe, exclaimed the Lieutenant Bailly, I diflfolve the af- 
*> fembly. » He then rofe precipitately from his feat, and immediately with- 
drew. It was then only a quarter before one, about two hours after the 
commencement of the public bufinefs. 

That this extraordinary behaviour of the Lieutenant Bailly, in taking 
the fenfe of the States, to be informed upon what fubjeft they wished firft 
to proceed, and afterwards breaking up the affembly, when he found their 
opinions were contrary to his own, is not only treating the reprefentatives 
of the people with the higheft contempt, but is in efteft refumrng a pre- 
rogative, which he heretofore arrogated to himfelf, of putting or refufing 
to put to the votes what queftions he pleafed, and which your Majefty 
has thought proper to .difallow, in your order of the ad, of june 1786, 
as novel* arbitrary and inconvenient, and as it was a means of throwing 
the whole legiflative power into the hands of one man. 

That finally, your Petitioners beg leave to obferve that this condud of 
the Lieutenant Bailly entirely overrules, and almoft annihilates the States* 



Digitized by 



Google 



C*P7> 
and fs a repetition of thofe unwarrantable proceeding*, which your Majefty^ 
wes pieafed to declare illegal, and on whicn the right honourable the Lords 
©f the Committee x>f Council expreflfed their opinion in the following words: 

» That in particular the Lieutenant Bailly, by himfelf or with the Ju-* 
*• rats, has prefumed to over-rule the States, the one by refilling to put 
•» queftions to the votes, the others by leaving the affembly abruptly ot 
* by abfenting themfelves on a convention of the States, on purpofe to 
m incapacitate the States from a&ing, all which methods of flopping on 
*> preventing the States from proceeding to the bufinefe before them, the 
»» Committee humbly advife your Majefty to declare to be illegal* » 

Your Petitioners therefore moft humbly pray, that your Majefty will bet 
gracioudy pieafed to take into your Royal conGder ation the conduft of 
the Lieutenant fiailly in the inftances above-mentioned* That your Ma-* 
jefty will be gracioudy pieafed to order, that the faid Lieutenant Baitly do 
not prefume in future in any manner whatever to over-rule the affembly 
of the States, under fuch pains as to your Majefty shall feem meet. That? 
the Lieutenant Bailly be permitted to enter his diflent on fuch resolutions 
of the States only as concern your Majefty's intereft or prerogative, the 
conftitution of tie ifland, or laws confirmed by or with your Majefty's 
Royal authority, and in cafe fuch refolutions should be meant to take effeft 
before your Majefty's confent is obtained. That the faid Lieutenant Bailly, 
be ftriftly enjoined, under fuch pains, as your Majefty shall judge expedient, 
not to rife from his feat for tne purpofe of breaking up the affembly of 
the States at any time while the States shall think proper, during the courfe 
-end fetting of one day, to continue proceeding on the bufinefs before them; 
and that public buGnefs may not in future remain at a ftahd in the ifland, 
if the cafe laft above-mentioned shoud happen again, that the States may 
be at liberty, on their being deferted by their Prefident, to *ie& a Judgfc 
delegate in the fame manner as, by ancient and immemorial ufage, they 
are accuftomed to do upon the death, abfence, or indifpoOtion of the chief 
Magistrate. Thefe, or fuch other relief in the premifles as to your Majefty; 
in your great wifdora shall feem meet* 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray, &c« &c. &c 
Jerfiy %ift % nwember ijS6. 

Signed by a great majority of the members of the States: 

Reprefintation of the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of the koyal Court of Jerfefc 
twnplaining of proceedings in the States rejpeiling the trial by jury and publica- 
tions which refltft cm their cotiduSt* 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, 



w 



£, the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats of your Majefty's Koyal Court of 
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Jerfey, beings cfrnftantly difappointed in our honeft exertions to promotfe tfce 
peace and welfare of this country, think it our indifpenfibie duty to ap- 
proach your facred Majefty in behalf of a diftrafted country, and in fop- 
port of the neceffary authority of your civil jxirifdi&ion here. 

After the iffuing of your Majefty's late gracious order in Council of the 
2d. of June 1780, we entertained hopes that thofe party animoGties that 
have fo long difturbed this ifland, and which have given your Majefty's 
Council fo much trouble, would have fubfided; but, to our great forrow^ 
notwithftanding our fincere and uniform endeavours to conciliate the minds 
of parties and to promote harmony and good underloading among your 
jMajefty's fubje&s, our efforts have proved ineffeftual, and we think it out 
tfuty as Magiftrates to mention our ferious apprehenfions of the danger, 
which, in the prefent ftate of anarchy and confufion, feems to threaten your 
Majefty's government in this iflandv 

Soon after your Majefty's faid order had been published, a tranflation there- 
of in french was printed and difperfed about the ifland* a performance which, 
we humbly conceive, is highly neceffary to be tranfmitted herewith for yout 
Royal confideration that your Majefty, may judge how far the true and genuine 
fenfe of your order in Council is preserved, and whether the annotations fubjoi- 
ned do not evidently tend to keep up a fa&ious fpirir, and miflead the people 
5b matters of the uimoft importance* by attempting to juftify thofe points, 
which your Majefty in your great wifdom hath thought proper to condemn* 
and in holding up the members of your Royal Court as objefts having par- 
ticularly incurred your high difpleafure. 

As foon as this unfaithful and unfair tranflation and annotations had 
been induftrioufly difperfed, a conflderable number of the moft inflamed par- 
tifans gave a dinger upon the town hill to M. Dumaresq, the conftable of 
S. Peter's, to thank him for his pretended public fervices, with a view no 
doubt of leflening, in the opinion of the inhabitants, the weight of the dir 
Approbation which your Majefty had been pleated to manifeft on his ap- 
pointment of (landing agent and protestor of the privileges of the ifland* 
Upon this occafion a mob, to the number of fome thoufands, was invited 
and aflembted" by the firing of guns, and exhibited a fcene of the greateft 
riot and diforder; and in the evening the party, attended by the populace, 
.paraded in the moft tumultuous manner the ftreets of S. Helier s, wearing 
in their hats blue gockades with, an infeription of Dumaresq and Liberty? 
the faid Dumaresq being feated in a chair and carried in the midft oF 
them upon their shoulders, with colours flying and mufic playing; and we 
are forry to obferve that, on this occaGon, two Jurats and ieverai of the 
Clergy and ConftabTes were among the moft adive in the croud. 

> We are fenflble that this is- a dangerous and manifeft violation of the 

Ordinances of king Henry the 7th., and of the orders of Royal Coromifr 

fioner$ ip the reign of queen Elizabeth,, and of the inftru&ious given to the* 
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Bailly and Jurats by the right honourable the Lords of the Committee of 
Council on the nth. of april 1734, for the prefervation of the public 

5>eace; but we could not with fafety put the law in execution on the pre- 
ent truly alarming and critical fituatfDn of the country. 

In this tumultuous and illegal aflembly of the people, in which every, 
exertion was made to difcredit the laws of the country and make the Ma<* 
giftrates odious in the eyes of the public, the minds of the populace were 
prepared to receive, blindly, a propofal for the pretended reestablishing of 
Juries in this, ifland, and accordingly on the 21ft. of July 1786 the faid. 
M. Dumaresq, as the conftable of S. Peters, propofed to the aflembly of 
the States, after a long fpcech, replete with acrimony and inveftive againft 
the civil Jurifdi&ion, that a Committee should be appointed to prepare a 
plan of regulations to remedy v pretended defefts and abules in tne admi-; 
nift ration of juftice, and to reeltabiish trials by jury; which motion, aftec 
being put into writing, was agreed to notwithllanding it was obferved by, 
feveral of the Jurats and by your Majefty Crown officers, that this mode 
was contrary to your Majefty's order in Council of the 28th. of march i77r; 
which dire&s that every propofals for a new law should be lodged au greffe 
in the form it is meant to be pafled, and notwithstanding the earned requeft 
of fix of the Conftables, that this formality, in the preTent cafe, might be 
punftually obferved, that they mi&ht have time to confute their parishes. 
The Commettee, four of each body, was appointed of the nomination of 
M. Dumaresq. 

On the 12th. of auguft following, M. Dumaresq, finding that his Cora-; 
mittce would not take upon them the confequences of producing his plan, 
rofe again in the States, and laid before the aflembly a proposition, which 
is contained in the paper tranfmitted herewith for your Majefty's informa- 
tion, and lodged the lame au greffe. 

On the 28th. of auguft, the propofition was refumed, and referred to the 
Committee appointed on the 21ft. of July preceeding, and on the declara- 
tion of meflieurs Marett and Le Hardy, two of the Jurats, that they could 
not aft in the Committee, by reafon of the accufation againft the Court, 
a new aft was made, declaring two of each body competent to aft, and on 
the 1 8th. ofTeptember, upon the application of the conftable of S. Peter's 
flaring they had not yet been able to go through their refearches of the 
Court rolls and records, the matter was put off 'till the 4th. of oftober ijS6 3 
when, after a curfory reading of the propofition, without entering into any 
feparate difcuflion of the numerous articles, and a hafty produftion of a vail 
numbers of afts of the royal Court beginning as far back as the year 1480, 
and Highly reading fome of them, the President was urged to put it to the 
votes, before the members could have time to offer their reafons for or 
againft the propofition, notwithstanding the repeated declarations of the 
Prefident that ne was ready to appoint another day for that purpofe, and 
the propofition was approved of by the two Jurats who afted in the Corn- 
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mkcee, by all the Clergy prefent except, the Dean and fix Ccndables and; 
one Centenier. 

"We think ourfelves bound in juftice to our character as Magiftrates, mod 
humbly to fubmit to your Majefty's fuperior judgement, the tentency of 
the preamble to the aforefaid proportion, whicn we conceive is pregnant 
with the mod mifcheivous confequences* Its author mud have been con- 
vinced that it was importable for the royal Court who form one third of 
the States of this ifland, or for your Majefty's Crown officers whofe parti- 
cular province it is to fpeak on the fubjeft of any new laws propofed, to 
deliberate on this important fubjeft with thofe who afiumed the right of 
accufing and reprobating their conduft, he therefore could have no other 
motive but to keep alive and foment thofe divifions which, as your Ma* 
jetty's Council hath exprefted on a former occafion, have too much infla- 
med tbe minds of the* people already, and the more effectually to obtain 
this end, the propofal, thus lodged au greffe, was immediately after printed 
and difperfed amongft his friends and, adherents, and is of late publickly 
held up to fale. 

During this period, a gazette hath alfo appeared every week, in which : 
the deliberations of the States are reprefented in the falfeft colours, which 
we alfo take liberty to tranfmit herewith. How far this is conformabfe to 
your Majefty's decifion refcinding the ad for holding the States with open : 
doors, we will not prefume to determine. 

^ We humbly fubmit to your Majefty's fuperior wifdom, how far the lod- 
ging fuch a propofltion au greffe, the printing and difperfing the fame, and 
the fale of it to the public, proceeds from a fixt determination to infpire 
the public with indignation againft the members of your Majefty's civil 
jurifdiftion. 

Our juftice and integrity is there impeached in dire&$ terms, and .we 
are there reprefented to condemn your Majefty's fubjefts without hearing 
them, to juage in direft opposition to the laws, and as having been guilty 
of many others enormities which, if founded in truth and juftice, mult 
expofe us to infamy, degradation, and punishment. 

We are far from conceiving the moft diftant idea that we are not ame- 
nable to your Majefty for any mifconduA that can be objefted to us.. 
We, on the contrary, efteem ourfelves happy to be relevant of your Majef- 
ty, and accountable only to your Majefty's fuperior wifdom and juftice, 
and that we can enjoy the precious privilege of applying to that auguft 
Tribunal, as we do on this occafion, for the redrefs of thofe wrongs by 
which we are injured as individuals, and the public juftice of the^ Coun- 
try is infulted;but we, with all humility beg leave at the fame time to 
obferve, that in every kind of accufation, more particularly in that which 
is pointed againft the minifters of juftice, we conceive the propofed de- 
linquent* ought to be firft arraignea before the judge who is alone com- 
petent 
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patent to take cognizance of the cafe, and that they ought not to b* pro- 
nounced to the world at large guilty, before they have been bro.ught to 
a legal trial. 

"'.By an order of king Charles the fecond in Council, of the 19th. of may 
t$1t $ it is provided, that doleances being of an odious nature as intended 
principally againft the judges whofe honour is to be maintained for the fakfc 
of jufticc ; in cafe the complainant shall not make good his doleance, his Ma- 
jefty, by the orders of his Council, will lay fuch fine upon the party failing, 
as the cafe shall require. 

If, in a cafe of litigation before the Royal Court when they may think 
it juft to refufe. an appeal to your Majefty in Council, a complainant who 
shall not make good his doleance is lubjeft to punishment, it is humbly, 
and with great deference to your Majefy's Superior judgement, conceived, 
that fuch an unprovoked attack, as the prefent, upon the honour and in- 
tegrity of a Court, of juTtice, irom a pefrfon tfho exercifes, under the fame 
Court, the offices of Conftabl.e and or advocate or pleader, (tefervesai) at- 
toinement proportionate to the greatnefs of the injury* 

At the fame time, being concious pf the reftitude and integrity of our 
fcublic conduft i» the adminift ration of thfc facfed tttift rtpofed in iis, we 
ly no means wish t6 be fcreened from the moYt minutfe examination of out 
anions whenever your Majefty shall* ift ydur great Wifctom; deem it proper; 
being confident^ that we. shall meet from youi; "Majefiv that fupport and *\ 
countenance; which public Magnates rmJre*fpett^Hylrand in need t)f, ( in 
order to guard them from the unjuft attempts which their ftatioq expofes 
theM tdj ; ton the piatrt of perfohs With whdfe iritefcffc ot view* the right 
adminiftration of juftice *may ofcien elash? dtid should your Majefly deem 
it neceflary to require our opinion on the faid propofiuop, in behalf of the 
public, we moft humbly befeech to be referved to oner our reafons, when 
our public chqra&er being cleared .and justified, from the heayy charges' 
to laid to us,. We may hfc etiatfled'to'do rtwitfi ar dignity and confidence 
becoming ou* ftation; . ! .: . . 

We have made it our duty to shew the moff ready and unequivocal 
fubmiflion to your Majefty's orders, and endeavoured, both by words and 
example, to induce your Majefty's fubje&s bf every denomination, to receive 
tfiem witK, due refocft and gratitude ; we haye^discharged out.duty.accqr'- 
ding to the heft of our abilities, and, w? truft, in a panrielj c^hfiiteiit with 
the laws and cufroms of, the iflard : 'and have np^^ay merited the treate*? 
tnent we experience, unlets our honeft endeavours and exertions to op* 
pofe thofe changes which yo\jr Majefty hath thought fit to jcptndemn, and 
Our ftill 'wishing to oppofe other dangerous Innovations, is matter for a^ 
xufation and obloquy. 




tempt to render us odioirs a^Ma^rtraflfes to rhe wKblfe conjmtihity, puts ll 
few oFour power ito adiriiniiter juiticte id that ictiid tod 'prbpW'fnanner 

Ee 
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iriiich we are bound to do by our oaths and tho dldatet of our coiH 
Iciences. 

We therefore humbly pray your Majefty, to take our cafe Into your «*■ 
clous conGderation, and to make fucii order therein as to your Majdty 1 ^ 
great wifdom shall feem meet. 

WiVL Ch. Lempricrt, Lieutenant Bailty. 

PL De Cartercu 

Fr. Marat. 

Nic. Mejtny* 

Ctu Payn. 

Ellas Pipotu 

Ph. Robin. 

John Poingdeftre. 

James Hammond* 

Repreftntation of the Lieutenant BaiUy and eight of the Jurats of the Royal 
Court of Jerfey f complaining of the incendiary harangues and publications of 
evil-dijpofcd fprfons rejpeding the payment of corn rents in that ifland. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL; 




The humble Reprefintation of the Lieutenant BaiUy and Jurats of your Jhtajefo 

tfs Royal Court of Jcrjey, 

Smbiteth, 

__ hat, after having lately reprefented the alarming ftate of your Majefty'f 
civil government in this ifland, it is with real concern that we find ourfelves 
obliged* again (as guardians of the rights and privileges of your Maief- 
ty's fubjeds, and as Magiftrates exprebly charged by orders of Council to 
watch over the public peace and tranquillity, ) to importune your Majefc 
ty on a fubjeft of the mod ferious importance, we mean the incendiary 
harangues and publications of evil - difpofed perfons refpe&ing the pay- 
ment of corn rents, which, entering into the interefted views of the mul- 
titude, vifibly tend to inflame their minds, and we are apprehenGve inay f 
if not timely ftopt by your Majefty's interpoGtion, caufe fresh infurrec- 
tions, and endanger our perfons and thofe of your faithful and peaceable 
fubjeOs. 

In this i0aud, a conGderable part of the real property of the inhabi- 
tants conGfts in corn rents arifing from lands ana tenement^ which when 
alienated are chiefly conveyed over for thefe kind of rents ftipulated to b* 



Digitized by 



Google 



C*>3) 
tendered annually to the grantor and his afligns at Michaelmas} tfcotrg% 
in fome inftances, tents in money and other kinds are ftipulated for. 

Iaprocefs of time it was found by fome legal impediment, fome of thefir 
corn rents were liable to remain, and often did remain unpaid for a con- 
fiderable number of years; wherefore it became neceffary, in order to pre-, 
vent the contentions which the oppofite intereft of the parties might oc- 
cafion, to fet a price upon the rents, thus in arrear, proportional to the 
value of corn in each refpe&ive year. This mode of valuation or taxation 
was called the ventes, being confidered as a kind of fale or adjudication 
©f the rents fo unpaid; and this praftice being permitted to grow into m 
euftom, was afterwards found to merit the fanftion of the Royal 
Commiffioners fent over by queen Elizabeth In the year iypi, who, after 
kaving made other provifions for privileged rents, direded, that all other 
lents of inheritance, that are ftaid or delayed for a time, by reafon of a 
decree, or by any fuch ordinary means, shall be taxed at the ventcs, which 
rentes shall be taxed hereafter according to the higheft ordinary market price; ' 
whereof the Vifcoant is charged from time to time to make a fuitable note* 

Since the above regulation, the Royal Court is authorized, by another 
Aibfequent regulation approved of by your Majefly's order in Council of 
the a8th. february 1771, (obtained at the inftance of the Skates of the 
ifland, in hopes to appeafe the clamours of the people, ) to make annually 
on the taxation of tnefe rents, an abatement of two fols per cabor of wheac 
on the market price, as an allowance for carriage and wafle on the wheat 
Ibid at market; and when the price shall exceed thirty fols per cabor 
the Court is empowered to extend the abatement to three fols per cabor! 
In- confequence of thefe regulations, and the ufage antecedent, the Royal 
Court afiembles on the faturday next after the iotb. day of auguft yearly 
and fixes a price on thofe corn rents which had become due the Michaelmas 
proceeding; and may ferve as a rule for the payment of fuch rents owed 
to your Majefty and to the Lords of manors, that have not been paid 
in Kind ana remain in arrear. In fixing the price, the Court is guided 
by the report of the Vrfcount or sheriff, who fuperintends the marker 
and takes, on each market day, an account of the quantity of wheat fold! 
and the medium price of the fame. 

But the quantity of corn rents, which formerly bore fome proportion 
to the produce of the country being for fome years paft confide- 
xably augmented, owing to the increafed value of lands and houfes* and 
ro the great additions and improvements in the buildings of the towns of 
S. Helier and S. Aiibin, and to the more frequent alienation of fuch 
*ea£ property, it may at this day be confidered as impracticable- to pay 
tfaem alt in kind;, wherefore a. confiderable part of thofe rents now fan 
in arrearv 

.This defcription of the nature and quantity qf corn tents will, we hum: 
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My concave; evince the neeeflhy of • fair and editable t*w t wMdrjwjr 
maintain the right of the creditor in recovering the value of that corn* 
which he has forbore to exatt purfuant to his deeds of conveyance, with* 
out being oppreffive or injurious to the debtor; and there is no reafoa 
to doubt, when the creditor has the profpeft of a juft and impartial tax, 
but that he will wait with patience, and wiH forbear to demand his rents 
in kind; but if he has caule to imagine that, by a difproportionate taxa- 
tion, he will be deprived of a confiderable part of his property, it is na- 
tural to think that he will avail himfelf of the law and fue for payment, 
when his rents become due, which is near eleven months before they are 
taxed* 

Experience has shewn this to be the cafe ; and whenever the queflion 
has been moved before us, we acknowledge that we have confide red out- • 
felves bound to decide agreable to the law which the contracting. partiqt 
had impofed on themfelves; and however this may, in the opinion c/ 
fome, be looked upon as a hardship, we do not conceive it in our power . 
to deviate therefrom, without a breach of our oath, $od without shaking 
the very bafis of civil fociety* 

It is for thefe decisions that we are heldforth by the enemies of pu* 
blic peace as. the tyrants of the people and the pppreflbrs of the poor $ 
infomuch that we have reafon to be under the woft dreadful appreheniions for 
our fafety, and now find ourfelves totally incapable of discharging our duty 
in fuch points of controverfy. But the. danger does not (Top here; for 
the greater number of the inhabitants of this ifland, being charged with the 
payment of corn rents, it is no wonder if many of them are eager to, have 
the annual value of thofe rents fixed as low as poflible, without my. re- 
gard to the fair price of corn; whiLfy, on the other hand, the perfons to 
whom they are due are equally felicitous to hinder that abufe by which 
their property may be injured This conflict, in the prefent times of po- 
litical difputes, is artfully .made a handle of to roufe aqd animate the 
populace; Companions arf made between the fuppofed friesd* of the peo- 
ple and their fuppofed enemies, .againft whom the moft inftdkms reBcftiooe 
are c^ft, and your Majefty's Royal Court is publicldv held forth eip the great 
obftacle to the wishes of the people,, who ace told that they will be for- 
ced to abandon their houfes, and their families be expofed to ftarve. This 
venom is fpread over the whole ifland, and artfully airefted at the feelings 
?nd paflions of the multitude, by means of a printed weekly paper calLed 
the /erfey Gazette, fome of which we think it our indifpenfible duty to 
lay before your Majefty^ as' voucher? of the fafts herein dated. : 

By thefe means, and other threatening infinuatiora, the boned dealer being 
intimidated, and fearing to expofe his perfon, withholds, his coca from marker, 
which remains unfupplied, and the cafual and fometimes concerted fale 
of a few bushels, at a price far below its v^lue, becomes the ftandard foe 
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thrilling the pwpwty efthou&nds of you* Rfojfrffy 1 * (UtftfttL.,. 

And this is not the ooty evil refulting from th* market not being ftp* 
plied with corn, for by it the public muft be at the. mercy of the. bakery 
who cannot be bound to conform to the affize of bsead, when {tt* oora 
conies to market, or when h is fold there at fo abufive a price as ias 

been' the cafe. > : , o 

The laft taxation for the corn rents^ \vhigh. topic pUce!!lp, auguft, lafl^ 
will shew your Majefty the great abufe which prevailed in the .QpuiJe of th$ 
whole year from auguft 1704 to auguft 1780; only two cabots of wheat 
( about one english bushel! ) were brought to market, and fold for ^q foi$ 
the cabot, not more than three shillings and nine pence the english bu~ 
iheli,' upon which ftandard the wheat >r«mk which had become due at 
Michaelmas 178^ after daduftion<of the dvofob pet caboc for. carriagt 
and waifte, were taxed at 28 fols'the cabot, equal to three shiUifcg* ami 
fix pe&fe the btishell, though during that period rhd an?ef age pricrof the 
wheat sold in the country was not lefs than 46 fols the cabot or fiv* $htU 
lings and nine pence the bushel 1, This abufe is equally glaring from th<g 
comparative price of oats < at market, which were there fold doriag the 
fame period deader 'than the wheat, • notwithftaodirtg that the joints ewe to 
oats are rated at half the value only o! wheahrtnt*. • - - ! 

Thi^ abufe is not .likely 'to be confined to .the abqvg-ipeflUonedl pe- 
riod; Once the laft taxation* and at the time that foms.of .tfre moft iofidiaiis 
of the. aforefaid publications were fpread abroad upon this fuhjed* fog* 
fmall Quantity .of corn jrcas , carried 3'nd fold at market for 28 fol$,t7ift % cte 
boc when the ^ordinary. ; market price, was above, forty- tfiree Ms ,' for ptoo^ 
of whiphi we annex, an.^uitheptiQ note fifbrx^ th^ aj^orunt tpWO^ jby thft 
VTfcount, for yotir Jfrajefty's ^^ information! '' ; ' '. -v. -w>r I 

Although fome ptavifions haxe j?qen m^dfc tp;Y«w of pwvepjing^ ajwfes, 
it is apprehended the fame would fail of the intended effeft; and indeed 
we- feef ottr^lue^ 4i>ttcfe concerned w> be undet (ftef<:ne^CK^ of affifcing* 
your Majefty, that we find we^ictra ni>z- execute in this' refpe&the fun&ions 
of our office; the minds of the peopte having been fo much heated and 
enflamed as to make any .fteps we would take, not only unfafe to our 
perfons, but dangerous .to the peace of the ifland, and mod likely pro- 
ductive of the fame commotion* wfckh happened in the years 1729 and 
1769, .when the populace, in defiadce of law and government extorted 
from the civil power, federal &fts efcptfefsly cancelling orders of the King 
and Council, and diredHtog-tl*e ty&3^which make a confiderable part of 
your Majefty's revenue, and the corn rents throughout the ifland, should 
unalterably be fined at a price lefs than half their value. 

The inflamatory and artful insinuations which are daily founded in the 
ears of the undifcerning multitude, againft your Majefty's ciVSl govern- 



, Digitized by 



Google 



faotf) 

mentf agaihft the perfbns of the Magiftratefr, and againft the ancteot law* 
and cuftoms of the ifland, which, notwithftanding the country has pros- 
pered under thefe for ages, are treated as unjuft, oppreflive and ridiculous*, 
will, we apprehend, convince your Majefty that our fears are not viGonary* 
and that it now is become impracticable for your Royal Court to take 
cognizance of thefe abufes and fubje&s, or to decide therein conformable 
to the facred and folemn oath they have taken » to adminifter juftice mi- 
tt partially as well to the rich as to the poor, without refpeft of perfons r 
m according to the laws, cuftoms, and ufages of the country, » without the; 
risk of an a&ual iofurreftion x of which we have, received, more than ob- 
fcure hints.. 

: .In the prefent critical fituatioa of your Ma jeftyV civil government* vtben 
•very exertion is made to render the laws and. the Magiftrates contempt** 
ble and odious in. the eyes of. the people, we should have thought our- 
{elves, wanting, in duty to your Majefty. and the public, had we delayed 
longer making this faithful reprefentation of fads; and making known to- 
your Majefty, that had we not been< determined to Sacrifice every other 
confideration, even that of our own/ fecuritv, to the fervice of our country 
in the difcharge of our functions, we had before this time been forced tor 
difcontinue the exercife o£ them. But we cannot dUTemble to your Majefty 
our ferious anprehenGons that we shall be under the inevitable neceffity, 
of putting a nop to our judicial fun&ions, until,, by your Majefty *s fupe- 
rior wifdom and 'paternal interpofition, an effectual remedy is applied to* 
the increafing evil, not only before the next feafon for taxing^ the rents 
of the year 17&6, but before the approaching* term, when individuals may- 
take the opportunity of contending upon; the fubjeft, and the country be: 
thereby thrown into the utmoft confufion, and' the civil government ex^ 
pofed to every infult and danger from an infatuated* multitude.. 

, We fly, in this* diftreflfed fituation^ for relief and protection.. 

Iir^tht^h..igjmarjhtrj89;. WWL Ch. Ltmprkrt, Lieutenant. Baittfr. 

Ph, De. Carteret.. 

Fr.. Maretu - 

» Nie. Mejervy^ 

Qu Paw- 
Elias Pipom. 
Ph. Robin., 
lohn PoingdeJheL . 
limes Hammond.. 
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litter from the Lieutenant Bailly with wo reprejentat'ms of the Royal Court* 

eft* RtfpeBing fettUng-zcrm rents, ad. an aS of the States of the 6th. rrf 

decesnber 478G. • . f 

Sir* krfyi 24th. January ty8j\ 

jtVfter the very great trouble and extraordinary attention which the 
t-ords of his Majeliy's Council have bellowed on tne afeirs of this illand, 
I am exceedingly concerned to find myfelf under the indifpenfable necef- 
fey of traofmictsng a reprefentation to his Majefty on a fubjed of the 

Sreatefl importance, and which 1 beg leave to oblerve particularly claims, 
is moll gracious and fpeady interposition* If my. prelepce or {hat of his 
Slajefty's Crown officer should be deemed neceflary for the jnveftig^tiofi. 
•of thofe important objeds now before die Council, I Hater myfelf we.sfcill, 
iiave timely notice given us to attend. But if, through fome unforefeenr 
difficulties, the Lords were not able to enter fo foon into the examination 
of thole fubjeds, 1 mull beg leave to exprefe my moll ferious apprehend 
fions of the deplorable fituation to which his Majefty's civil jurifdidion 
will be reduced, unlefs fome provifional order is iffued for the fecurity of 
*he perfons of the Magi ft rates, and for the enforcing proper refped and 
obebieoce to. the laws of the cotatry. 

I tranfrait by the fame opponunity and inclofed herewith, a reprefen- 
tation to the Lords of his 1 Majeftv's moll honourable Privy Council, ref- 
£efting an ad pafled in the affembly of the States on the 6th, of decerns 
er 1786. . ' 

J Aave the honour to remain, Sir, 

* Your moll obedient and moft 
humble fervant, 

W* Ch. Lempriere. 



I 
Courts dated supK of January 17&7. 



Certificate of the Deputy Vifcount inclofed in the reprefetHdtim of the Royd 



s Deputy Vifcount of the ifland of Jerfey, I hereby certify, that the 
moft ordinary market price of wheat lince the 26th. of augull laft to the 
prefent time, has been forty- three fous four deniers per cabot, and that 
on the 28th, of odober lall, the reverend M. Sivxet of the parish of & 
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John'*, fold at market four cabots of wheat for twenty-eight fous the 
cabpu Given under my hand this 27th. day of January i78p, 

' ... ,-.•,•. G*orge Beneft, deputy vifeomU 



TO THE KINGS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL/ 

tne hiuhbU Petition of the underjigned members of the State* of your Majejljfi 
, . . . . ijland of Jerfiy^ 

/. . SjifiTETMi ; ; ; ^.. .... ,/r..' I -v.ii • 

Ji« at: on the 24th. pf Januarys iaft the States were convened By the 
Breftdent, - , .. -•. ,/- . 

* That tfit tfcGoeft oftlfedafy b^n by : ^ Aotbn from the **feftdent,Who! 
atfi*r*«i:dv*t(k)l!f ij u^ th£ -attentiori } "6f : the Syates for k tortfiderabte time oir 
*ft *ffahf Wffttii' had 'bfeej* tbhtHi&d ,'tth- a- forme? day.' 

.. That, when thefe fnattersftad been difpofed of, one of the members x>€ 
the States got up, and read a propofiiipn which had been lodged au greflfe 
as, far back w.jth^e «oqih?0f noveaiber Wit, conceived in the following 
*0rds:; : _/,. ; ; v ;. i\. i::: : .; : ,.., -: . -,..■ ; 

.wj The iitaKw-c^ijfiaferi^ not fixed the qualificaticftitf 

» requifite for voting in the parish affenbiies dor fettled whaf^cttttftitutesi 
» a.pjricipal de ,f x aroijJe> and ttcappearjng to them that fundry law-fuks and 
*> deputes have arileh on that Jabjeft to the great prejudice* and vexations 
» of tfce inhabitants, of this lfland, they have refolved, that in future alt 
n Who exercife the'j office of Magiftrate/Re&or, Cbnftable, Centenier, Vine- 
•» tenier, Conftable's officer, Church- warden, Procureur du bien public, [Qch- 
r> le&or of alms and Infpedor of the^u^icuxoadi, ^11 who "aWnftSrote-to 
a^ public -ta^, err ifi ether ^ords who are on the parish rate, whether 
» they exercife $ny g£ the^faid offices or not, and all who become pro- 
» prietors, by right of inheritance, will, or marriage of eftates liable to 
» pay-rite, -shall have a right of voting in the parish aflemblies, whether 
■». it -be ibr ele&ion of pificers pi police, . far. xhe^xe&iHcauoa.ofa rate, or 
•» any "otter -matter's "wlThin : th? : coniperency of ia parish affembly. Andt 

* ia order to facilitate and eje^edite the examination of accounts, and othes 
» 'matters Which require a "minute drfcuflion, each of the parish aflemblies: 
» shall chufe at the x enluing fate" df their 'wheat rdnts, or fooner ifpoflible, 
» a parish committee compofed of the Re&or, Conftable, Centeniers* 
*ltPji*l^ejirV;ite: ^ many, of the prin- 
ts ici^jpfeopje asV^ash >affemb!y sfoll tJbiftlT pfo^e? refpeftively. Tha* 
« ihifc Committee shall continue in fo*«e: for t&ree< jyteais* &x& then be 
« ftaftn/«peKi, i / :; ■ .' /■• : . ... •• ...„..,.•,■ 

* Tl»t 
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That this propofition, after a full difcuflion and examination Into the 
law and ufage, was approved of, and paffed into an ad by a confidera- 
ble majority. 

That the Prefident entered a diffent on the faid aft in the following 
words: 

» I enter my diffent on the faid aft, that his Majefty's good pleafure 
•» may be known on the fubjeft. » 

That feveral members of the States reprefented to the Prefident the ir- 
regularity of entering a diffent of fo vague a nature, when the order of 
his Majefty in Council of the ad. of June 1786 direfts him to enter it 
on a fpecific objeftion. The following are the words of this order : 

» But, in regard it is neceffary that thofe fubjefts, which concern yotir 
vn Majefty's intereft, or prerogative, or the conftitution, or laws 9/ the 
* country, should never be paffed into afts to take effeft immediately, but 
•» be tendered in the firft inftance as propofitions praying your Maiefty's 
» permiffion that they may be enafted. 

» The Committee are of opinion, that whenever the Prefident shall con- 
*> ceive the propofition made, to be of the nature defcribed, and will en- 
» ter his diflent upon that objeftion, fuch propofition shall be immediately 
» tranfmitted to your' Majefty to obtain your previous confenr, and in 
•» the mean time, and till, that is obtained, shall have no effeft. 

That the Prefident was repeatedly defired by feveral members to enter 
Tome objeftion in his diffent; but he perfevering in his refufal to enter 
any reafon whatever," the States confidered the diffent as of no force or 
validity, it not being conformable to your Majefty's above-^cited order in 
Council, and it appearing moreover as an attempt on the part of the Pre- 
fident to extend a power, which, in the manner it has already been ex- 
perienced, has given juft caufe of alarm, and has fo much interrupted pu- 
blic bufinefs. r r 

That on thefe grounds it was moved, that the fenfe of the States be 
taken, whether the aft above-mentioned should be regiftered. The Prefi- 
dent refufed to ask the opinion of the States upon wis queftion, unlefs a 
motion was made in writing to that purpofe., 

That this refufal of the Prefident caufed a confiderable demur, and fe- 
veral members wishing to accomodate matters, and remove this impediment 
to bufinefs, again preffed the Prefident to enter fome objeftion in his faid 
diffent, which he /till declining, the following motion was put in writing: 

» The States have refolved, that the propofition which has juft now been 
» approved of by the affembly of the States, refpefting the right of vo- 
» ting in the parish affemblies, shall be regiftered in the book of the Sta- 
» tes, that it may have effeft, notwithftanding the pretended diffent of thfc 
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* Preficfent, Sn as much as the Prefideat has refcfed to enter any one of 
» tbofe objections which are prescribed by his Majeffy's order ki Council 
» of 2d, June 1786. 

That this proportion was put to the voces and approved of by the States, 
Upon which the Prefident exclaimed : » in that cafe, NL Greffier, I Foxbid 
» your regiftering the aft. » 

That, foon after, the Prefident declared, he retraced the order he had gt* 
ven to the Greffier, and defired that the above- mentioned proportion, 
xefpefting the regiftering of the aft, might be put into his hands that he 
might enter a diffent upon that alfo. The member, who had put in wri- 
ting the motion, anfwered, that he would deliver it to the Prefident, if it 
was intended to be registered, whether by the Prefident's .giving direftions 
to the Greffier, or the Greffier's declaring his intentions of £0 doing, in 
conformity to the resolution of the States. To this no anfwer was re- 
turned either by the Prefident or the Greffier, and the States proceeded 
to other bufinels. 

That the next matter that came under confideration was a Petition from 
the Merchants to the States, praying them to give their approbation and 
fan&ion to a memorial on commercial matters, which the Merchants had 
laid before the right honourable the Lords of the treafury. That an ad 
was voted aim oft unanimoufly, approving of the Merchants application as 
tending to the public advantage. This aft was as follows: 

» The Merchants of this ifland, aflbciated together under the name of 

» the Chamber of Commerce, having addrefled the States for the purpofe 

» of obtaining their fan&ion to an application which they have made 

9 to the minifters of ftate refpefting the affairs of trade and navigation 

* in this ifland, the States, after having duly confidered that fubjeft and 
» heard on that bufinefs perfons well verfed in commerce, have found 
si that the undertaking of the faid Merchants, and the different points con- 
» tained in tifeir memorial, are fuch as tend to make the trade and navi- 
w gatipn of this ifland flourish and encreafe, and therefore tend to the 

* general welfare. That the privilege already obtained by their means, 
v in an aft of the lad fefiion of Parliament, which provides that veflels, 
» equipt and failing out of this place for Newfoundland, shall have a 
» right tov claim the fame premiums as veflels failing out of England, is 
-» a public advantage; and that the perfeverance of the Merchants in the 
-» purfuit of the other points, tend to the fame beneficial ends; in coo**. 
*> fequence of which it is approved of by the States* 

That the States finding that John Dumaresa, efquire, one of their mem- 
bers, had been appointed agent by the Merchants for the profecution of 
thofe objefts of trade in England, made an aft, which had been previoudy 
lodged au greffe for a considerable time, authorising htm to appear as 
their Deputy in England for the fame commercial bufinefs. They coa~ 
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Cftfofd chat * deputation from them might add weight to his felicitation*. 
The fait) aft is as follows: 

» The Merchants of the Chamber of Commerce, having petitioned the 
t> States to fupport by their approbation and in the name of the public, 
■» the application which they had made, and which is now pending before 
•» his Majefly and the Minifters of ftate, refpefting the afFairs of the 
*> trade and navigation of this ifland, and the faid merchants having na- 
»» med and appointed John Dumaresq, efquire, one of the members of 
» this aflembfy, their agent in the profecution of the faid matters, the 
» States have found, that the undertaking of the Merchants is advantageous 
» to the ifland and tends to the public good in general, and confidering 
•» the faid JML Dumaresq is a proper perfon to continue that bufinefs, have 
» now authorifed him to appear and to ad as deputy of the States in 
» thofe matters which concern the trade and navigation of the faid ifland, 
» and have charged him to give particular attention to the advancement 
» of the Newfoundland trade, as a branch which is more particularly in* 
» a terefling to the inhabitants of this ifland in general. 

That John Dumaresq, efquire, had previoufly declared that the public 
was to be put to no expence whatever for the purfuit of thofe objefts, 
however benificiai to the community at large; it being a matter which 
the Merchants had undertaken at their own charge. 

That the Prefident thought proper to enter another diflent on this lad 
aft in thefe words : 

» I enter my diflent upon the above deputation, confidering it as ille- 
gal, and contrary to the public intereft. » 

Thus the Prefident firft virtually aflents to the aft, which approves of 
the memorial of the Merchants, by not entering his diflent upon it, and 
immediately after puts his diflent upon an aft that appoints a deputy to 
carry the lame memorial into effeft. 

That a member of the States than made a motion on another fubjeft, 
which he read, and the purport of which was to authoTife John Dumaresq, 
efquire, as being on his departure for England, to endeavour to obtain 
from your Majefly, as foon as poffible, the confirmation of the propo- 
rtion for the re- establishment of juries, which had paffed in the States on 

the 4th. of oftober laft. 

• 

That the Prefident, without giving time to this member to fay a word 
on the fubjeft, obferved, that if be meant merely to lodge the motion 
au grefte, he was willing to flay, but not otherwife. The member defir 
red leave to make a few obfervations which the Prefident refiifed to hear, 
and broke up the aflembly abruptly, it being then about half paft two 
o'clock P. M. 
~That your Petitioners conceive this fudden departure of the Prefident 
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to be a direft opjpofirion to your Majefty's order in Council of the a8th; 
of march 1771 which fcnads : w that when any thing is propofed to the 
» affembly of the States, it shall be wrote dowq in the form in which 
»> it is meant to be pafled, and there shall be debated, after which ic 
*» shall be lodged au greflfe for 14' days, &c. » That this condud of 
the Prefident is moreover contrary to your Majefty's late order of Coun- 
cil of the 2d. of June 1786, which reproves the Prefident's claim of » fti- 
» fling propofitions in their birth by refilling to let them either be coll- 
ar fidered or difcufledj » and which, in another part, declares « all fuch 
» methods of flopping public bufinefs to be illegal, m 

That this tinexpe&ed breaking up of the affembly, in the midft of pu- 
blic bufinefs, was attended with this irregular confequence, that it prevented 
the States from giving diredions to the Greffier to tranfmit immediately 
to your Majefty the above-mentioned ad of deputation with the diffenc 
thereupon, agreably to your Majefty s order. And in this ftate it remains 
at preieot in the hands of the Greffier, without either having its intended 
effed, or being in a train of receiving your Majefty's approbation. 

That your Petitioners have given a faithful account of the above fads, 
as they happened on the 24th. of January laft, with as few obfervations 
upon them as the nature of the fubjed would admit; and they beg leave 
at the fame time to exprefs their concern, that the condud of the Pre- 
fident should expofe them to the unpleafant alternative of either acquiefcing 
in the molt flagrant ads of arbitrary power and breach of privileges, ot 
of fo frequently recurring to your Majefty for redrefs. 

Your Petitioners therefore, alarmed at the confufion which mud enfue 
pnlefs your Majefty is gracioufly pleafed to interpofe, mod, humbly beg 
leave earneftly to renew the prayer, which they preferred to your Majefty 
in their petition of the 21ft of november 1780 in thefe words : 

» That your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to take into your Royal 

* configuration the inftances above-mentioned. That your Majefty will 
» be gracioufly pleafed to order that the Lieutenant Bailly do not prefume 

* in future, in any manner, to over- rule the States, under fuch pain as to your 
*> Majefty shall ieem meet. That the Lieutenant Bailly be permitted to 
*» enter his diffent on fuch refolutions of the States only as concern youc 
» Majefty's intereft or prerogative, the conftitution of the ifland or laws 
» confirmed -by or with your Majefty's approbation, and in pafe fuch re- 
» folutions should be meant to take effed before yobr Majefty's confent 
*> is obtained. That the faid Lieutenant Bailly be ftridly enjoined under 
» fuch pain as your Majefty shall judge expedient, not to rife from hia 
*> feat for the purpofe of breaking up .the affembly of the States at any 
» time while the States shall think proper, during the courfe and fetting 
» of one day, to continue proceeding on the bufinefs before them; and 

* that the public bufinefs may not in future remain at a (land in the 
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W Mand, if the cafe laft above-mentioned should happen again, that the 
» States may be at liberty, on their being deferted by their PreGdent, to 
m eled a judge delegate in the fame manner as, by ancient and iramemo- 
» rial ufage, they are accuftomed to do upon the death or indifpofition 
» of the chief magiftrate. 

That your Majefty may be pleafed further to order, that no diflent shall 
be deemed legal, unlefs the Prefident enters therein fome fpecific objections, 
as he is direded in your Majefty's above-mentioned order of the 2d. of June 
1786, and that the Greffier be declared to be the Greffier of the States and not. 
of the Lieutenant Bailly, and to be therefore obliged to obey the diredions! 
of the States. Thefe or fuch other relief in the premiues as to you* 
Majefty in your great wifdom shall feem meet. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c, &c. 

Jerfeythe ift. offibruary t*j%J. 

Edward Le Maiftre, 1 } 

Philip Le Hardy % • • > jurats* 

James Hemery, . . } 

Richard Le Ftuvre, rtSor of S. Pete/si 

Francis Valpy, reSor of S. Mary's. 

A % Bijfon, reSor of S. Lawreni. 

Fr. Le Couteur, re&or of Sr; Martins. 

G. Bertram, reSor ofS* Clements'. 

Tk. Sit/ret, reSor of S. John's. 

Ph. De la Garde, reStor of S. Brelade's. 

Ed. Duprd, rc&or of S. Helieis. 

Janus Pipon 9 conftable of St. Brelade's. 

Ch. Marinel, conftable of St. Helieis. - 

Fr. Ricard, conftable of $. OuetCs. 

John Dumaresq, conftable of S. Saviour's. 

Ph. Collasy conftable of S. Martin's. 

Fr. Amy, conftable of Growille. 

John Dumaresj, conftable of St. Peter's. 
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Authority given to John Dumatesq eftjuire, by Jevetal members of the States 
to folicit before kis Majefty in Council the rc+eftablishment of Juries. 



w. 



e the undersigned members of the States of Jferfey, being of the 
number who approved and voted for the propoGtion for the re-eftabiisln 
ment of juries in this ifland, as it patted the States on the 4th. odober 
1786, and having been prevented by the Lieutenant Bailly 's abruptly 
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twitting the State* cm the 24th. January laft (tdm glvtag oat opinion (a* 
after due cOnflddiatiOrt of the fubjtd We should Jxate acme,) on * nk>- 
tipo made that day tending to autborife John Dumaresq efgoire* conflable 
of S* Peter's pariah, to inake application during his flay in Londort for 
his Majefty's confirmation of the above propofiuon, and to give fucb in* 
formation as might be requifite on the fubjed, do hereby declare that it 
is our eatneft deflf e, ds well is tht wish of the public, to obtain as (boa 
*& poifibte the fe-eftdbtishittent of juries in the ifland of Jerfey on the plan 
approved of by the Starts, Artd, feeing that no meeting of the States is 
appointed, and M. Dumaresq being on nis departure, we do hereby en- 
ttuft and authofife bli. Dunlaresq to reprefent our fentiments and wishes 
<M the liibjfcft, and recommend to him to ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
obtain his Majefty's moll gracious confirmation of this fyftem of jurifdic* 
lion. . 

Given under our hands at Jerfey the 7th. day of february 1787. . . 

Edward Lc Maiflu* i ) 1^ : 

James /fernery* i J 

Richard Le Fewre > rtSor of S. Peter's* 
.Frariiis Vdlpy, reSor of S* Marfs. 

A. Rijfin> reSor of \S* La*rehs\ 

Fr. Le . CoaUut, ti3bt of S. Martin's. 

GL B*rtr&m,.re&or of S. Qtntents. 

Thofnas &V/*e/> reSor 6f S» Johns. . 

Philip Dt la Garde, reBor of S. Breladts. 
r%d. \Dupt4 9 reSbr of S. Htlitfs* 

James Pipon, conjlMe df S. Brelade\ . 

Francis Ricatd, ton/table of S. Outris. 

J. . Dutnaresq t conftible of S. Saviour's. 

Ck. Mtrindytonftable of \S. Hzlitis. 
yFrauis Amji conftdblt of GrouvMcs* 

Philip GoU&s, tonfiabh of S. Martin's. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL** 

The humUe Petition of the underfilled members of the States of your Majtftys 

ifland of Jerfey. 

ShewetHi 

JL hat the records of this ifland are replete with various applications to 
feverai of your Majefty's Royal predeceflors originating in the uncertainty 
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md confofion of the Uww, and the difpute? to which that uncertainty and 
confufion have given rife between the magistrates and the people* 

That rpyal Cammiffioners have hetp feot hither at difierent periods, not 
only to decide upon, and correct the judgtneitfs pf the Royal Court, whjcft 
the inhabitants have from time to tirae loudly complained o£ jbut fUXp 
to eftabJish fuch wholefome laws and regulations as might enfure the fu- 
ture peace and trancjuHUty of this ifland. 

That, in the reign, of Queen Elizabeth, the eflablishmept of the legiflature 

authority on a folid bafis particularly ^ttraded the attention of the royal 

Coramifljonetrs, who thought prooer to declare that the States had beeg 

•from .time immemorial compofea of the twelve Jurats, t&$ cwelve Clergy- 

TOen, and the twelve Coqflables. 

That no contrdijng power over the deliberations and refolutioqs of thfi 
States were then veiled in the Bailly, neither do your Petitioners find that 
any fuch was ever exeroifed before the time of the prefent Lieutenant! 
JfcUIy, and of his immediate predeceffop in that office* 

That no other controljng power; under your Majefty, was ever known 
to exift, except that of a negative on the ads of the States, which was 
constitutionally lodged in the Governor as reprefenting your Majefty's Cl- 
cred perfoo in that aflembly, a prerogative which is unrepealed, and which 
he ftiU poffeffes. 

That the Lieutenant Bailly and the Royal Court, having already in 
their hands a judicial authority, which the want .of known and fixed laws 
tendered extremely formidable to the inhabitants, and feeing * no other 
cbftacle to a plenitude of power than the aflembly of the Mates, gra- 
dually, and in ptocefe of time, encroached on its juft pgwUe^M, till at 
laft the Roval Court prefumed to enaft laws and ordinances without con* 
vening the States, and of courfe without the concurrence pf the Governor: 
by which means the States were in fotne raeafure abolished) 4od fht ne-i 
gative voice of the Governor was eluded. 

That this encroachment, which united the legiflatfve and judicial Au- 
thority in the fame body, gave birth to fuch a number of oppreffive laws* 
many of them directed to the immediate intereft of thofe who made them, 
that an infurre&ion of the inhabitans took place on the 28th. of feptem- 
ber 1769, and notwithftanding the paiBve and pacific difpoGtions which 
have always charafterifed the inhabitants of this ifland, fuch was the ani- 
mofity excited by the conduct of the Royal Court, that the perfoos of 
die magiftrates were confiderably endangered. 

. That in confequence of thefe commotions, and this uneafinefs of the 
people, your Majefty thought fit, in your order tif the 28th. of march 
*77 x * to dived the Royal Court of the legiflative power they had yfurped, 
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and to retaliate the afferably of the States in its proper functions ahO 
authority. 

That the late and the prefent Lieutenant Bailly, the fon and the father, 
have been engaged Gnce that time in a continual attempt to regain, by 
various means, that power which the wifdom of your Majerty had abolished* 

That, amongft many others, a remarkable inftance of this fbirit of do- 
mination occurred in the year 1779, w ^ en J ames Pipon efauire, iiaving been 
elefted conftable of S. Brelade's parish, the Court declared his eledtion 
void, though no perfon contefted it, on the ground that his office of 
Receiver of your Majefty's revenues was incompatible with that of a re- 
prefentative of the people; a law which had never exifted, which they 
made ex poft faSo 9 and in defiance of your Majefty's order in Council of 
the 2 8th. of match 1771, which forbids the ena&ion of laws by any but 
the whole affembly of the States. Your Majcfty mod wifely thought iM 
neceflary to annul this unwarrantable decifion. 

^ That the late conduit of the Lieutenant Bailly in refuting to put quefr 
tions to the votes, and of the majority of the Jurats in abfenting them- 
felves and- incapacitating the States from proceeding to public bufinefs, was 
a continuation. of the lame uniform arbitrary fyftem; and drew down your 
Majefty's difpleafure, who declared fiich proceedings to be illegal in your 
order of the fecond of June 1786. 

That it neverthelefs pleafed your Majefty, in the above* mentioned order, 
to allow the Lieutenant Bailly a right of entering his diflent, if he will 
on fuch refolutions of the States, as he may think contrary to your Ma- 
jefty's intereft or prerogative, and the conftitution and laws of the iflancL 

That the establishment of this new prerogative, hitherto unknown to the 
conftitution, your Petitioners received with that profound reverence, and 
humble obedience, which your Majefty's loyal (ubje&s of this ifland have 
ever shewn to the ordinances of their fovereigns, and entered an ad oil 
their books exprefBve of thofe fentiments. 

^ That your Petitioners faw indeed, that this new prerogative of ditienting 
in the hands of one perfon, whilft there already exifted a negative voice 
in the other, in the fame affembly/ was a very conliderable reftri&ion on 
its votes and refolutions; but they rejoiced however to find that their ads 
were, in the event of a diflent, to be immediately tranfmitted for your Ma- 
jefty^ Royal approbation. Confcious that their views and their a&ions 
are dire&ed to the public good, they were happy to have them at any 
time fubmitted to the examination of their gracious Sovereign. 

That, while your Petitioners acq ui efces in the wifdom of the above- 
mentioned law, they feel themfelves obliged, in the .name of the people 
whom they reprefent, moft humbly, but molt earneftly, to lay before your 
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Majefty the terror and alarm which the frequent, the wanton, and unne- 
ceffary abufe of this power of diffenting has fpread throughout the ifland, 
aa abufe "which muft eventually crush and annihilate the afierably *of the 
States, or render its deliberations flow, nugatory, and of no efteft. 

That feveral representations from the members of the States touching 
feveral diflents are already before your Majefly, which ftill remain undecided, 
and by which your Petitioners humbly truft your Majefly will fee theit 
fears and apprehenfions fully juftified. 

That an evil of the moft ferious tendency has attended thefe improper 
diflents; fuch is their number, and fuch their frequency, that a confide- 
rable time muft neceflarily elapfe before the right honourable the Lords of 
the Committee of Council* have invefligated their merits, and made a 
report to your Majefly on the fubjeft, which is unfortunately the cafe at 
prefent : nine months having parted fince the firft diflent, and during that 
period, the motions on which the diflent has been inferted, have no force 
of law however neceflary and however indifpenfable they may be to the 
welfare of the inhabitants. In fome inftances, the occafion which gave 
birth to an aft may be pafled, before its legality has been difcufled and 
determined in your Majefty's moft honourable privy Council; and in cafes 
of emergency, this unavoidable delay may produce the moft fatal and irre- 
mediable confequences. 

That under, thefe difcouraging- circumflances, which clog and impede 
the free agency of the States for the good of the people whom they reprefent, 
your Petitioners obferve with grief this abufe of the diffenting power of 
the Lieutenant Bailly 's operating, though no», in appearance,, yet in its 
effefts, as an abfolute ' negative on their refolutiorts. And thus two perfons 
in the fame aflembly may be faid to have each a negative voice, the 
Governor, and the Lieutenant Bailly. 

That your Petitioners have alreadv incurred many very heavy expences, 
to the great prejudice of themfelves and families in fupporting and 
defending before your Majefly what they may now, with propriety, call the 
liberties and privileges of their fellow fubjefts : fince their oppofition was 
due&ed againft proceedings and pretences of the Lieutenant Bailly and 
fome of the Jurats which your Majefly has declared in your laft order, 
arbitary, dangerous, and illegal. That, if they are expofed by the illegal 
diflents of the Lieutenant Bailly to further expences in fupporting indivi- 
dually before your Majefty's the ads which, as reprefentatives of the people, 
they have thought proper to vote for, they muft either bring ruin on 
themfelves and families, or defert thcpr duty, by fubmkting to whatever 
the intereft, ambition, or caprice of; the Lieutenant Bailly may impofe upon 
them and the people at large. 

That, in the many difputes which thedefpotic proceedings of the Lieu- 
tenant Bailly and the majority of the Jurats have occasioned between them 
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and the States, it has been their conftant endeavour to miireprefent that 
aflembly to your Majefty, and to attribute to it, views of faftion and am- 
bition < but the late order of the ad. of pine 1786, has fully juftified the 
States from fuch ill- grounded imputatibns, by declaring, dangerous, arbitary, 
and illegal, thofe meafures and thofe claims of the Lieutenant Bailly and 
the majority of the Jurats which had caufed that very opposition, which 
they affe&ed to call feditions. 

That your Petitioners are informed that the Lieutenant Bailly and forae of 
the Jurats have lately renewed their misreprefcsntations, with a view no doubt, 
of giving the mod unfavourable impreflions of them to your Majefly; and 
that they have beflowed the mod illiberal and Indecent epithets on the 
propofition for the reeftablishment of juries, now before your Majefty. A 
propofition which is the aft of the. legiflative aflembly, and therefore en- 
titled to fome refpeft; a propofition which meets with the concurrence 
of almoft the whole body of the people, and a confirmation of which is 
by them mod ardently defired. 

' That, unable to find anv proper or ev<n ferious fubjeft of accufation 
againft your Petitioners, tne Lieutenant Bailly and fome of the Jurats have 
not fcrupled to defcend Co low, as to pry into a convivial meeting under 
a tent, a mode of entertainment very nfual in the fine fummer mootha 
in this ifland, and which has often been honoured with the 'prefence of 
general Conway during his refidence here; and to magnify thefe fcenes of 
mirth and joy into defperate feditions and dark confpuagies* That the 
Lieutenant Bailly and fome of the Jurats, when they reprefent in fuch an 
odious light a dinner, which, as ufual, was conduced with the greateft 
decorum and propriety, and at which none but the principal: gentlemen 
of the ifland a (lifted, mull have loft fight of thofe given fome time before 
by the father and brother in law of. the Lieutenant Bailly .to. the lowed 
rabble, and on a funday too, in which the greateft diforder, tumult, and 
drunkenefs prevailed, and in which particular care was taken to inftil into 
the minds of this multitude, irreverence, difaffedion and disobedience to 
the legiflative aflemblv of this country. That feveral outrages were com- 
trtitted ori thefe occauons on the perfons. of thofe, who differ in political 
fentiments from the above -mentioned gentlemen.; and that, in particular 
M. Le Hfardv, a Jurat, in his endeavours to quell the riotous proceedings 
of f6me of; this rabble, received , feveral blows which have considerably 
affefted His health. 

• That your Petitioners humbly cravte yout Ma jetty's indulgence for men* 
fidhing thefe minute particulars fo unworthy the ear of their auguft §ove^ 
feign. Nothing but the attempt* Gf the Lieutenant Bailly and (bine of 
the Jurats to convert the innocent amuferaents and recreations in which 
your Petitioners joined, into views and projefts of (edition,' could have 
induced them to enter into, thefe very .trifling details... 
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Your Petitioners upon the whole, beg leave moft humbly to pray, that 
your Majefty would gcacioufly deign to take into your royal confedera- 
tion, the various impediments and obihcles which the Lieutenant Bailly 
is conftanly laying in the way of public bufinefs; impediments and ob- 
stacles, which are more fully enumarated in feveral representations which 
are now before your Majefly; and that your Majefly would be gracioufly 
pleafed to apply fuch remedies therein as may render the legiflative aflem- 
biy of fome utility to this country, and that it may not in future, as it 
now is, be fobjeft to the ablblute controui of the Lieutenant Bailly. That 
in particular, fuch modifications and regulations may take place with xef- 
ptGt to his power of diflenting, as may prevent his abufing it to the 
purpofes of wantonly and unreafonably over- ruling the refolutions of the 
States, and interrupting the progrefs of public buGnefs; and above all, 
that your Majefty's pleafure may be known, whether each member of the 
States is to be fubjeft individually to the expence which may be incurred 
in the fupport of thefe afts before your Majefly in Coupql on which a 
diflent has been entered, and which they have made in their colUftive 
and legiflative capacity. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, <5cc. &c* 

Jerfey jth. ofapril i j8j. 

Edwtri U Mai/ire, . J 

James Hemery, . . . J J 

Richard Le Feuvre, rcHor of S. Pete??. 

Francis Valpy > rtSor of S. Marys. 

A. Bijfort, reSor of S. Laurens'. 

Fr. Le Couteur, reSor of S. Martin's* 

<?. Bertram, re&or of S. dement' s. 

Thomas Sivret, reStor of S. John's. 

Philip De la Garde, re£tor of S. Brelade's. 

Ed. Dupre, jre£lor of S. Helier's. 

James Pipon f conjiable of S. Brelade's. 

Francis Ricard, conjiable of S. Oueris. 

Ch. Marinely conjiable of S. Heller's. 

J. Dumaresq, conjiable of S. Saviour's. . 

Thorn. Binet, centenier of St. Peter! s. 

Philip Collas 9 conjiable of S. Martin's. 

Francis Amy, conjiable of Grouville's. 

I the underfigned member of the States and jurat of the royal Court, 
"Convinced of the arbitraiy conduA of the Lieutenant Bailly, in his abufe 
of the power of diflenting, concur in the humble prayer of the foregoing 
Petition to your Majefty on that fubjeft, and crave leave, with all hu- 
mility to exprefs my furprize at hearing that a reprefeotation from the 
J-ieutenant Bailly and fome of the* jurats now liqs before your Majefly, 

Ggz 
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in which It is aflerted, that I the underfigned, difapprove of die proper 
fition for the re-eftablishment of Juries, I do declare that this affertioa 
has not been authorized by me, and that I have never communicated to 

them my fentiments on the fubjed. 

Ph. Le Hardy. 
AT THE COURT AT S. JAMES'S, THE 8th- OF AUGUST 1787a 

P Jt S S vJP N T f 

The King's most Excellent M a ) ! s 7 T| 

His Royal Highness the Duke Eabx of Leicester, 

oe York, Viscount Hove, 

Archbishop oe Canterbury, Viscount Galway, 

Xord Chancellor, Lord Sydney, 

Tord President, Lord Walsingham, 

Marquis of Buckingham, Lord Hawkesbury, 

Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord Herbert, 

Lord Chamberlain, \ Sir Joseph York, • ' 

Earl of Aylesford, ^ r — ' William Pitt, efquire, 

Earl of Effingham, Sir John Skynner, 

Vr herb as there was this dav read at the board, a report from the 
right honourable the Lords of tne Committee of Council for the affairs 
of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the ad* of this inftant in the words fol- 
lowing, viz. 

» Your Majefty having been pleafed, by your order in Council bearing 

* date the jth. of January laft, to refer unto this Committee a petition 
» of the majority of the States of the ifland of Jerfey complaining of 

* the Lieutenant Bailly for having diftblved the aflembly of the States; 
*> the Lords of the Committee, in obedience to your Majefty's faid order 
» of reference, have taken the faid petition into confideration, and ha- 

* ving fully heard what the Council and the parties on both fides thought 
» fit to urge touching the faid matter of complaint, this Committee hum- 
» bly beg leave to report to your Majefty, that the faid ^complaint ref- 
s> pefts the conduft of the Lieutenant Bailly in diffolving two aflemblies 
» of the States, one on the 4th. day of oftober laft, and another on the 15th. 
o> day of november following. As to the firft, it appears that the bufinefs 
*> propofed to be entered upon that day, was a certain propofition for 
» the re-eftablishment of Juries. That the Lieutenant Bailly having given 

* notice that he could ftay no longer than two o'clock, there were but 
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y. three hours left to read over and to debate the faid proportion. That 
•• the reading of the faid propofition took up two hours and a half, though 
m read with the greateft difpatch by one of the members, So that there 
•> was but one half hour left, for the debate ; the Lieutenant Bailly there- 
m fore propofed to give the States another day to take it into confide- 
■» ration, but they, inftead of complying with the faid propofal, thought 

• fit to put the propofition to the votes upon the fame day, and palled 
•• it without any debate at all. And this propofition having been fub« 
» mitted to your Majefty on the part of the States, in order to obtain your 

• Majefty's approbation and leave, for the States to pals the fame into a 
*> law, is now by reference from yout Majefty before this Committee. 
m The propofition is, as the petitioners ftate, very voluminous, and th» 
■» matter of it of much greater importance than the length, as it is^ a 
» plan to introduce a new mode of trial into the ifland, and will require 
•» the enafting of more than fifty new laws to make the fyftem compleat. 

* The Committee have therefore judged it neceflary to poftpone the con- 
■> fi deration thereof, as it is not only £ very weighty and an arduous 
•» queftion, whether this innovation shall be fuffered in any refpeft to take 
•» place, but if fuch* a change in the Conftitution should be thought expe- 
rt dient, every law in confequence, which according to this model is to 
m be eftablished, muft be feparately confidered. 

» Upon this reprefentation, the Committee can do no other than hum* 

•> bly to adyife your Majefty, not only to acquit the Lieutenant Bailly for 

■» refufing to continue the aflembly that day beyond two o'clock, in as 

m much as the whole day, . if it had been granted, would have had no 

* other effeft than to have given the party who pafled the propofition, 
» a colour to have faid that the whole fubjett had been difcuflea, but at 
» the fame time to difapprove the proceeding of the States in paffing a 

• propofition fo new, fo arduous and fo difficult by a hafty vote, and 
» refufing to comply fo far with the Lieutenant Bailly's propofal as to 
» give even one day more for its confideration. 

* a» The other complaint againft the Lieutenant Bailly for ditfolving the 
» aflembly on the icth.of november ftands thus: that upon a debate, which 
at of two fubje&s, then propofed to be confidered, should be firft brought 
at forward, either a report from the Committee of the hofpital, or a pe- 
at tition from the Merchants of the ifland refpefting the defeftive ftate of 
a» the harbours. The Lieutenant Bailly infiftea upon giving the former the 
a» preference; and the States infilled upon the latter having the precedence; 
»» and when neither would give way, the. Lieutenant Bailly diflblved the 
a» aflembly. 

» That your Majefty may be able to form a judgment which of the 
at two were to blame, this Commettee beg leave to ftate to your Majefty, 
» that a report of the Committee of the hofpital had been remifed to 
» that day, in which refpeft it was irregular and contrary to the known 
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» pra&ice obferved in the States to poftpone the bufinefs fo remlfed, and 

* to give a preference to any other; becaufe an affembly is never coo* 
9 tinued to a fecond day, but for the purpofe of finishing fome parcicu- 
9 lar bufinefs which is faid to be remifed to that day, lor without fuch 
» a remifc to a future day, whefeby another day is added to the feifion 

* without the form of a new fummons, the ilfembly would of courfe 
» be diffolved at the end of the firft day, lo that the fecond day being 
» fpecially appointed for the bufinefs fo remifed, the fame ought in the 

* firft place to be agitated and difpaxchcd before any other fubjed be 

* taken up; and the Lieutenant Bailly is of courfe juftified in obje&ing 
» to the bringing forward the Merchants petition, before the report of 

* the Committee of the hofpital had been difpofed of. 

» The Committee are therefore of opinion, that the proceeding of th« 
» States, in putting this matter of preference to the votes, was irregular, 
» and the. Lieutenant Bailly not blameable for diflblving- the affemblyp 
*>'And farther, that your Majefly. may, if you shall thinjc it fit,, declare 
» that whenever the aflenibly is* continued* pver to another day for thq 
»' fake of one or more particular matters fpecially rgraifed to that day, 
» the States have.no authority to take any other, bufinef$ in handwithoitf 
» the unanimous confent of the whole aflembly, becaufe nothing being in 
» contemplation of the States to be done upon fuch future day, but the 
» bufinefs fo remifed; and . the meetrng being appointed*? for tmc fpecial 

* purpofe only, ihe metabers come; prepared to difcufs that and tx6 other 
*< matter whatever; *.» ' '■ 

His Majefly having taken the faid report into. his royal corlfideration 
and approving of what is tjierein pfopofed, is pleafed, by and with the 
advice of his privy Council, to declare that the conduct of the Lieute- 
nant Bailly wa$ not blameable in either of the inffahces mentioned in the 
feid report. ^ '. * ,; . r - • 

And his Majefly, by and with . the advife aforefaid, is hereby pleafed 
to Ggnify his difapprobation of the proceeding of the States on the 
fourth day of o&ober laft, in pafGng a propofltion fo new, fo arduous and 
fo difficult by a hafly voce, and refufing to comply fo far with the pro* 
pofal of the Lieutenant Bailly, as to give one clay more for the conG- 
dtration of the faid propofition. 

And laftly. His Majefly is pleafed to declare, that whenever an affem- 
bly of the States is continued over to another day for the fake of one 
pr more particular matters fpecially remifed to that day, the States have 
no authority to take any other bufinefs in hand without the unanimous 
confent of the whole affembly. 

And to the Ind that none may pretend ignorance of his Majefty's plea- 
fure hereby fignified, the Bailly and Jurats are to caufe this his Majefty*s 
order to be forthwith published and regiftefed in the faid ifland. 
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And the Oovtrw>f t tbuf ettifrt Governor or Commander in chief for 
the time being, the Stilly end Jurats of the royal Court fend alt others 
the members of the States of the ifland of Jerfey. and all whom it may 
concern, are to take notice and yield due obedience to his Majeftp 
pleafure hereby fignified. 

. (Signed,) $tepk. CottrelU 

Council office fyhitthalt iyh. augufi 17S7. 
Slit, 



JL herewith tranfmie you five orders made by his Afejefly \q Council on 
the 8tb. inflant approviog ; the report of , the IfOtds.. of the Committee of 
Council, for/the affairs of Jerfey and Gyernfej, .upon the feveral ma^rs 
heard before the Committee fome time (face, and decUring : cettain afts 
mentioned in die faid qrders null apd void. And I am to fignify to you 
his Majeffy's pleafure, that immediately upon the receipt of faid orders 
you do take the proper meafuresr for carrying the fame into effeft. 

P.S. Duplicates of tftefe orders have beta likewife fent to the Lientc* 
iiant Governor of Jerfey. •* •' 

To the Lieutenant Bailly of Jerfey. 

I am* Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fe^nr^ 
(Signed,) Steph. CdnrdL 

AT THE COURT AT S. JAMES'S, THE 8th. OF AUGUST 1787, 

» * 

The King's most e xcelle tut Ma t is TV. 

Hl$ RoYAl- HlQ«N«SS TJpE DlJKE ,.| EaBL QF XrICESTER, , , . 

of York/ - ', ..:../" Viscqunx Howe, "i ■ ' ,0 •• 

Archbishop of Canterbury,- .Viscount Galway. 

Lord Chancblloj*, JLord Sydney, 

Lord President, Lord Walsingham, 

Marquis of ( Buckingham, Lqrd ; Hawk^sbury, , 

Marquis of Carmarthen, ; Lord Herbert, 

Lord Chamberlain,' , ( \ Sir. Joseph Yorke, 

Earl of Ayljesford, • MPilliam Pitt, efquine . i 

Earl, of Effingham, Sie John Skynner, 



w.. 
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xight honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the af&ir* 
of Jerfey and Guernfey, dated the ad. of this inftant in the words fol- 
lowing, viz. 

Your Majefty having been pleafed by your order in Council of the 
7th. of februaxy 1785, to refer unto this Committee a petition of feveral 
of the Merchants and other principal inhabitants of the ifland of Jerfey, 
complaining of the management of the duties upon wines and other fo - 
reign liquors i in pone d into that ifland, and praying for the reafons fee 
Torth in the faid petition that the revenue arifing from the faid duties 
might be appropriated to the ufe of the har bours, and that your Majefly 



i would be pleafed to make certain orders and regulations, touching the di- 

/ reft ion and management of the faid revenue for the future; apd your Ma-. 

A jefly having been pleafed bv another order in Council of the fame date, 
/ to refer to this Cotnmitteeja petition from the Stiates of the faid ifland 
wherein referring themfelves to the above recited petition from the Mer- 
chants and other principal inhabitans of the faid ifland. The Starts Uke- 
wife pray that your Majefly would be pleafed to grant the fame relief the 
Merchants have requefted, whereby in effeft the whole management of the 
faid revenue -would, become vefted in themfelves, and the royal Court 
excluded. The Lords of the Committee in obedience to your Majefly* 
faid orders of reference did, on the 28th, of april 1785, take the faid two pe- 
titions into their confederation, and thought proper to require the Bailly 
and Jurats of the royal Court to return their anfwer in writing to the 
complaints- contained in the faid firft mentioned petition from the Mer- 

. chants, and your Majefty's having been alfo pleated by another order in 
Council bearing date the jth. of January 1787, to refer unto this Com* 
mittee an aft of the States, which aft, notwithflanding the above-recited pe- 
titions with the anfwer .of the Bailly and Jurats were then depending, the 
faid States not choofing to wait your Majefly's decifion, but thinking fit 

, to depart from the former mode fcf praying relief by petition to your 
Majefly, did take upon themfelves to pafs, on the 6th. of december laft, and 
have tranfmuted for your Majefly's approbation, wherein th$y have enafted, 

I by a l&w of their own, J . thofe very regulations word for word that were 
. contained in the petition of the Mercnan&.V The Loi;ds bf the Com- 
mittee, in further obedience to yorir Majefty'^frid orders of reference did, 

.on the 1 6th. of may laft, take into their conflderation as welt the faid 
aft pafled by the States as the above recited petitions, and the - anfwer 
returned by the Bailly and Jurats to complaints contained in the faid pe- 
tition of the Merchants, and having been attended by Council for the 
parties, and having heard all that was alledged on both Gdes, the Com- 
mittee think it proper firft to ftate to your Majefly; that his late Ma- 
jefly king Charles the Yecond, by letters Patent bearing date at Weftminfter, 
in the twenty firft year of this reigrt, was pleafed to grant to the Bailly and 
Jurats of the ifland of Jerfey for the time being and their fucceflbrs, a 
power to levy ceifajn duties pppa.wwes, Sea/and drafted. ptrt of the 

revenues 
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revenues arifing from fuch duties to be applied for the ufe of a fchoof , 
and other pare for the ufe of a poor.-houie, and the refidue for the erec- 
tion, of _a^ pier in the faid ifland, and that, by various orders at different 
times made by the States of the ifland, and in fome inftances by orders 
in Council, the faid revenues have been applyed, not only to the building 
of a pier but like wife in other ^orks of the like kind, in fo much thsTt 
two harbours, one at S. Helier's and the other at S. Aubin's in the 
~TaI3 ifland' have been comfl eated f and the faid revenues or fo much 
thereof as hatli~been wanted have been from time to. time iffued, for 
^eepinjr the fame in' repair, and in regard it has been thought expedient 
fo ad^ffoifmiew works to the faid harbours for the more commodious 
reception of ships and veffels, the merchants and other principal inhabi- 
tants have feveral times petitioned both the States and the royal Court 
to give directions for applying the laid revenues and for jffuing fuch" films* 
"as were neceffary not only for the repairing of the faid harbours which 
were *prefented by the (aid petitions to be in a ruinous ftate, but like- 
wife for making fuch new and additional, works as were therein ftated to 
be uftfful in order to render the faid harbours more fafe and convenient, 
but by reafon of certain difputes that had arifen between the States and 
^the royal C6urt_ refpefting the right of direfting and managing the faid 
""revenues nothing has been done, and the fund deilined to thele purpofes 
which amounts to a confiderable fum, is Ufelefs and unemployed iri the 
Treafurer's hands; and this Committee having fully confidered the matters 
of the faid petition and the faid aft of the States, beg leave in the firft 
place, in order to lay afide the faid aft, to obferve to your Majefty, that, 
as thefe duties were granted by king Charles the fecond and have their Pf 
exiftence by virtue of the faid grant, the right of explaining the fame and en-//* 
/ forcing the execution thereof, and all orders and regulations touching the ] ' ' 
j application of the faid revenues for the purpofes aforefaid, belong (blelji to I ' * 
d your Majefty, and ought not, without your Majefiy's leave firft obtained! to W 
be made the fubjeft of any laws by the States in their legiflative capacity; -/ 
and the Committee are rstther furprifed that the Stares have in this inftance 
' departed from the only proper and legal mode of obtaining relief feeing 
that they themfelves in the* outfet of this bufinefs had, as become 
them, joined with the Merchants in laying their cafe before your Ma- 
jefty as petitioners and not as legiflators; for all which reafons, the Com- 
mittee do agree humbly to advife your Majefty to declare the faid aft to 
be null and void. 

With refpeft to the matteir of the faid petition, this Committee find 
that, as to the principal ohjeft of the faid petition namely, the application 
of the revenue to the repairing of the harbours, and adding fuch new 
works and improvements as are deemed neceffary to the enlargement and 
improving the fame, there is no difference -of opinion between the con- 
tending parties, but with refpeft to the management of the revenues in the 
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• irafcing contrafts, the appointment of the furveyofs and workmen, and the 
iiTui'ng of the money, thefe powers being claimed by each of the conten- 
ding parties in exclufion of the other, the neceflary works, in confequfencfe 
of thefe difputes, are at a Hand and the public intereft of the ifland ne- 
glefted, fo that it becomes necelfary for your Majefty to decide the queftion, 
and this Committee have therefore confidered the grounds of the feveral 
\L claims, and find that in fact, from the time this! revenue was granted till 
the prefent complaint, this power has been uniformly exercifed by the Sta- 
tes, and the execution of their orders performed by a Committee of their 
own, which praftice has certainly given them a plaufible colour for fup- 
porting their claim, but upon looting into the letters patent, it appears to 
be therein direfted, that the management and difpofal of the revenue there- 
by appointed to be raifed, shall wholly remain, and be in the Bailly and 
Jurats of the faid ifle and their fucceflbrs for the time being with the advice 
and approbation of the Governor, and that nothing shall be afted therein 
""without the advice and confent of the Governor, Bailly and Jurats or the 
'major part of them, whereof the Governor and Bailly for the time being 
'shall always be two; from all which, comparing the letters patent with the 
praftife, it is evident, that while the royal Court and the States were upon 
good terms, the former thought that all thefe public works would be better 
executed by receiving the fanftion of the States, whereof they themfelvds 
made a parr, and therefore willingly fubmitted all this bufinefs to the ge- 
neral infpeftion and management of the whole aflembly, and it were much 
to be wished that this praftice' had been continued, but the harmony df 
the two bodies having of late years been ihterrupted by the unhappy dis- 
putes that have taken place between them, it is neceflary for your Majefty 
to declare in what perions this power is lodged, fine* the parties are not 
difpofed to proceed amicably and with one accord, as they had happily 
been accuftomed to do in times pad. 

And fince the right mud now be declared, this Committee can have but 

r one opinion, which is, that it refides in the Governor, Bailly and Jurats, 

for the words of the letters patent are fo clear to this purpofe that no 

other poflible conftruftion can be put upon them, and no length of time 

. though the praftice has been without any exception to the contrary, can 

I vary or overturn the plain pofitive declarations of the original granr. 

Upon the whole therefore of what has been laid before your Majefty, 
this Committee are humbly of opinion, that it may be advifable for your 
Majefty to declare the right of managing and difpofifcg of the revenue ari- 
fing from the duties upon wines and other foreign liquors imported into 
the ifland of Jerfey to be in the Bailly and Jurats ot the ifle and their 
fucceflbrs for the time being with the confent and approbation of the Go* 
▼ernor. 

His Majefty having taken the faid report into his Royal confideratioo, 
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•rid approving of what is therein propofed, is pleafed by and with the ad- 
vice of his privy Council to declare the laid act or instrument to be null 
and void, and* to order that the Bailly and Jurats of the royal Court, firft 
communicating this his Majefty's order in Council to the States of the * 
laid ifland, do caufe the faid act or instrument (a copy whereof is hereunto 
annexed) to be erafed from the records. 

And his Majefly, by acid with the advice aforefaid, is hereby pleafed to 
declare that the right of managing and difpofmg of the revenues arifing 
from the duties upon wines and other foreign liquors imported into the 
ifland of Jerfey is veiled in the Bailly and Jurats t>f the faid ifle, and their 
fiicceflbrs for the time being with the confent and approbation of the 
Governor. 

And to the end that none may pretend ignorance of his Majefly's plea- 
fure hereby fignified, the Bailly and Jurats are to caufe this his Majefly's 
order to be forthwith published and regiftered in the faid ifland. 

And the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in chief for 
the time being, the Bailly and Jurats of the royal Court and all others 
the members of the States of the ifland of Jerfey, and' all whom it may 
concern are to take notice and yield due obedience to his Majefly's plea- 
fure hereby figoitied. v > 

j ( Signed, ) Sttph. CottrdL ¥' 

* ■* *■ 

^t» ^T* ^^* %lb ^F *^E* ^O ^T* *^» *^o *x* ^^ ^^? ^ff *j^ <^w» ^C5 H *jP ^L" *T* * i^ ^^ ^X* *^^5 ^£* 

AT THE COURT AT S r JAMES, TIJE 8th. OF AUGUST 1787, 

p r js s £ jv t 9 

The King's most excellent Maj.es tit, 
His Royal Highness the Duke Earl of Leicester, 

of York, Viscount Howe, 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Viscount Galway. 

JLord Chancellor, , 'Lord Sydney, 

Lord President, *•• Lord Walsingham, 

Marquis of Buckingham; ; Lord 1 Hawkeseury, 

Marquis of Carmarthen Lord Herbert/ 

Lord. Chamberlain, Sir Joseph Yorke,. 

Earl, of Aylesford, William Pitt, efquiie 

Earl of Effingham >: . : Si& Jokq Skvnn^r, 

\V here as there was this day Tead. ar the board, a report from the 
light honourable the Lords 'pf the Committee of Council for. the affairs 
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of Jerfey and Guemfey, dated the 2d. of this inftant, in the words fol-^ 
lowing, viz. 

Your Majefty having been pleafed, by your order in Council of the <th; 
of January laft, to refer unco this Committee certain ads paffed by the Sta- 
tes of the ifland of Jerfev on the 15th. of auguft 1786, ahd on the 24th* 
and 27th. of January laft, together with the diffents entered by the Lieu- 
tenant Bailly againft the fame, and your Majefty having alio been pleafed 
by an other order in Council bearing date the 20th. of april 1787, to refer 
unto this Committee a petition from the States of the laid ifland, bearing 
date the 7th. of the faid month, containing many general complaints again!? 
the Lieutenant Bailly and Jurats, but ending in a prayer that your Majefty 
would be pleafed to. regulate and modify the power of diffenting from ads 
of a particular nature, which was lodged in the Prefident of the affembly 
by your Majefly's order in Council bearing date the 2d. of june 1780. 
1 he Lords of the Committee, in obedience to your Majefty's faid orders 
of reference, did, on the 10th. of may laft, take the fame into confideration, 
and have heard whatever could be urged by the parties or their council 
upon the feveral matters fo referred to this Committee, and obferving that 
the complaints made by the States in their petition againft this new power 
of diffenting arife, not fo much from' the power itfelf, as from what they 
conceive has been an abufe of it by the Prefident in entering his diffent 
to the faid ads or inftruments. This Committee did firft turn their atten- 
tion to the faid afts or inftruments; and firft, with refpeft to the aft or 
instrument paffed by the majority of the States on the J ah. of auguft 1786, 
directing a payment of 266 livres a fous to M. John Dumaresq in quality 
of advocate of the royal Court for pleading in certain aftions brought 
againft the Treafurer of the duty upon rum and gin, this Committee fin- 
ding that the faid aft or inftrument was not lodged au greffe, conforma- 
ble to the rule prefcribed by your Majefty's order in Council of the 28th. 
of march 17719 are humbly of opinion, that the faid aftf ought to be re- 
jected for that reafon only, which makes it unneceffary to enter into the 
other objeftions made by the, Prefident to the fubjeft matter of the aft or 
inftrument itfelf, which he has tranfmitted together with his diffent, any far- 
ther than to obferve that this aft or inftrument is not of fuch a nature or 
quality as to impower the Prefident to interpofe his diffent by virtue of 
the order of the 2d, of jurie 1786, in as much as it does not concern your 
Majefly's intereft or prerogative, or the conftitution or laws of the country. 

The fame obfervation likewife occurs upon the perufal of the aft or 
inftrument of the 27th. of January, which is an aft appointing John Du- 
maresq, efquire, the general agent of the States in matters of trade and na- 
vigation; tor although the faid aft or inftrument is liable to a ftrong ob- 
jeftion, as being direftly contrary to the rule laid down by your Majefty 
in Council in the order of the 2d. of June 1786, whereby it is declared 
to be new and inconvenient for the reafons there alledged, for the States 
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to conftitute a perpetual deputation of any perfon whatfoever to be their 

general agent, as that cafe was, when no particular bufinefs calls upon the 
tates to appoint an agent, in which refpeft the aft or inftrument in quef- 
tion ought to be difailowed, yet the cafe does not feem to be among 
thofe upon which the Lieutenant 'Bailiy is intitled to enter his diflent, as 
it does not concern your Majetty's prerogative or intereft or militate againft 
the conftitucion or laws of the country, but this Committee are of opi- 
nion that the objections againft the parting of thefe laft mentioned ads 
should have been dated to your Majefty in Council as reafons to have in- 
duced your Majefly to have annulled the fame; and the Committee do there- 
fore humbly advile your Majefly to adjudge both the faid ads or instru- 
ments to be null and void, and to declare at the fame time that the Lieu- 
tenant Bailiy has, in thefe two inftances, exceeded his authority by enter 
ring his dilfent. 

With refpeft to the third of thefe afts or inftruments, namely that which 
was parted the 24th. of January laft, whereby certain alterations are made 
in the perochial artemblies, the Committee are of opinion, that it falls di« 
redly within the rule laid down in the order of the 2d. of June 1786, 
and that the Lieutenant Bailiy did properly enter his diflent againft the 
parting of the faid aft or. inftrument. 

For by that aft the antient and immemoriable conftittltion of the pe- 
rochical affemblies, which have always been cOmpofed of the principal uw. 
habitants, the conftables and other officers of the parish, is overturned, and 
the artembly thrown open to all the inhabitants that pay rates or contri- 
bute to the public taxes, and at the fame time that it admits into the af- 
fembly fuch a multitude of voters and makes them competent to determine 
alt matters that may legally come before a 'perochial artembly, yet they 
are ordered as foon as poflible to eleft a Committee for the purpofe of 
facilitating and expediting fuch bufinefs as requires a particular difcuftion* 
and this Committee is to continue for three years. 

It is evident from this privifion, that the Committee will in effeft be 
nominated by thofe perfons who have the art and talents of managing 
the artembly, and that the Committee fo appointed will draw to themfelves 
all the bufinefs of confequence if in their opinion it requires a particular 
difcurtion, fo that at laft the perochial artembly will in effeft become con- 
traded to a fmaller number than it confifts of at prefent, with this diffe- 
rence that, whereas at prefent none but the principal inhabitants as fuch 
have a right. to vote in the artembly, the new Committee may be fo com- 
pofed if the populace think fit, that the meaneft of the inhabitants may 
fcecome members and thofe of property excluded; but the principal odjec- 
tion to the law in queftion is that it alters the conftitucion in two refpeft?, 

Firft, that it opens the artembly to all the inhabitants at large even to 
the meaneft of the people if they pay ever fo little to the public rates, 
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wheteas iris now, as it always has been, confined^to the principal inhabit 
tains in the nature of a feied veftry, changing in this relped the funda- 
mental conflitution of the ifland. Secondly, that by this innovation the 
right of determining who ought to be admitted under the defcription of 
principal inhabitants, which at prefent refides in the royal Court, is tranf- 
ferred from them to the people at large, which would be inconvenient, and 
though poflibly it might be expedient to defcribe more particularly the 
qualifications of thofe who ve called principal inhabitants, which at pre- 
lent is rather Ioofe and leaves too large a difcretion to the royal Court, 
yet this Committee are of opinion that it would be very unfit to deprive 
that Court of its judicial power which they have always exercifed in thefe 
cafes, and as it appears to this Committee without complaint, the Com- 
mittee do therefore humbly advife your Majefty to declare this ad or inf* 
trument to be null and void. 

This Committee cannot difmifs this fubjed without taking notice that 
the Lieutenant Bailly ought to have fpecified his objections at the time he 
entered his diffent, and that the fame should have been committed to 
writing, for it was the meaning of the order of the 2d. of June 1786, that 
the objedion as well as the propofition should be tranfmitted, which can- 
not be done unlefs the fame be committed to writing, at the fame time 
the Lieutenant Bailly may well be excufed for this omiflion as it is not' 
exprefsly direded by the faid order that the objedion should be committed 
to writing. 

To come in the lad place to the petition of the States praying that your 
Majefty would be pleafed jto modify and regulate the power of diffent fo 
given to the Lieutenant Bailly by your order of 1786, this Committee fee 
no ground to make any alteration, for the petitioners do not point out or 
fpecify any particular cafes wherein the faid power is too extenfive or any 
inconvenience that can arife from it, other than this, namely, that if the 
law in queftion should in fome fuppofed cafes of emergency require im- 
mediate confirmation, the delay occafioned by tranfmittmg the fame and 
hearing the parties might be attended with fatal confequences to the ifland, 
before the Council board could advife your Majefty to give it effed and 
operation, in anfwer to which it can hardly be imagined that the Lieu- 
tenant Bailly would venture to exceed the bounds of his authority, and 
thereby to incurr your Majefty's difpleafure by entering his difient To un- 
warrantably as is fuppofed by this cafe, for by the order of the 2d. of 
June 1780, he is reilrained in the exercife of this power to certain fpeci- 
fick cafes and it is next to impoflibility that a law which militates againft the 
prerogative or intereft of your Majefty or the conftitution or laws of the 
ifland can be of fuch necefluy to be pafled at the moment without your 
Majefty's knowledge or confent, and it is to be hoped that your Majefty's 
Council will not 10 far uegled their duty as not to give convenient dif- 
patch to ail fuch bufinefs as your Majefty shall be pleated to referr tp their 
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-confideration ;'from all which it appears, that the" complaints In the (aid p&~ 
-tition are not levelled fo much againft the order as againft the abufe of 
it in the perfon of the Lieutenant Bailly, which being an objection com- 
mon to all powers intruded to other perions ( for all iuch powers are fub- 
left to abufe in the execution) is no argument againft the power itfelf, and 
it is obfervable upon the prefent occafion that though in two inftances the 
Lieutenant Bailly has exercifed his power improperly, yet that both, the 

i>ropofitions to which he diflfented were verymnfit to have been pafled into 
aws, and that in the laft, the power has heen properly and commendably 
exercifed. The Committee are therefore humbly of opinion that the faid 
petition ought to be difmifled. 

His Majefly having taken the faid report into his royal confideration and 
approving or what is therein propofed is pleafed^ by and with the advife 
of his privy Council, to declare the faid afts or inftruments above-men- 
tioned to be Hull and void, and to order that the Bailly and Jurats of the 
royal Court, firft communicating this his Majefty's order in Council to the 
States of the faid ifland, do caufe the faid ads or inftruments (copies whe- 
reof are hereunto annexfed) to be erafed from the records. 

And his Majefty, by and with the advife aforefaid, is hereby further pleafed 
to declare* that the Lieutenant Bailly exceeded his authority by entering 
his diflent againft the faid two a&s or inftruments* pafled by the States on 
ifth. of auguft 1786 and the 27th. of January 1787, thefubjeffc matter of 
the faid a&s or inftruments not concerning his Majefty's intereft or prero- 
gative or the conftitution or laws of the ifland. 

And his Majefty is further pleafed to order that, when the Lieutenant 
Bailly shall think fit to enter nis diflent in any of the cafes where, by his 
Majefty's order in Council of the ad. of June 1786, he is empowered fo 
to do, the objeftion taken by the Lieutenant Bailly to the proposition, as 
Well as the propofition itfelf, shall be committed to writing and tranfmic- 
ted for his Majefty's information. 

And laftly, his Majefty is pleafed to declare, that there is no ground to 
make any alteration in the power given' to the Lieutenant Bailly by the 
above-recited order of 2d. June 1786 to enter his diflent in the cafes men- 
tioned in the faid order. And his Majefty doth hereby order that the peti- 
tion of the States of Jerfey bearing date the 7th. april laft, praying that 
his Majefty would be plealed to regulate and modify the faid power, be 
difmifled this board. 

And to the end that none may pretend ignorance of his Majefly's plea- 
lure hereby fignified, the Bailly and Jurats are to caufe this his Majefly's 
order to be forthwith regiftered and published in the faid ifland. 

And the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in chief for 
the titne being, the Bailly and. Jurats of the royal Court and all pthen 
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the members of the States of the ifland of Jerfey, and alt whom it may 
concern, are to take notice and yield due obedience to his Majeflys plea* 
fure hereby fignified. 

( Signed,) 'Sttph. ' CottrdU 

AT THE COURT AT Si JAMES, THE 8th. OF AUGUST 1787, 

Present, 

The King' s most Excellent Majesty* 
His Royal Highness the Duke Earl of Leicester, 

oe York, Viscount Howe, 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Viscount Galway, 

Lord Chancellor, Lord Sydney, 

Lord President, * Lord Walsinghawt, 

Marquis of Buckingham, Lore* Hawkesbury, 

Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord Herbeb[t, 

Lord Chamberlain, Sir Joseph York, 

Earl of Aylesford^ William Pitt, eSquire, 

Earl of Effingham, Sir John Skynner, 

W hereas there was this day read at the boards a report from the righc 
honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for the affairs of Jer- 
fey and Guernfey, dated the 2d. pf this inftant in the words following, viz. 

Your Majefty having been pleafed by your order in Council bearing date 
thejtb. of January lad, to refer unto this Committee, an aft pafied in 
the States of the ifland of Jerfey on the 22d. of december 1786 and trans- 
mitted for your Majefly's approbation, declaring that from that time no 
aftion shall be brought againft any perfon upon anonymous accufations; 
the Lords of the Committee, in obedience to your Majefty's Said order of 
reference, have considered the faid aft and do find by the preamble, that 
the cafe which gave rife to it was a criminal aftion entered againft one 
M. Francis Amy upon an accufation, by an anonymous letter, of his being 
guilty of tranfporting, aiding or favouring the transportation oS wool out 
of the ifland, which accufation, after repeated examinations had been found 
to be without foundation/ 

Whereupon this Committee take leave to obferve to your Majefty, that 
they apprehend that if any public officer should prefume to inftitute a cri* 
minal Suit againft any perfon. whatfoever upon no better ground than an 
anonymous charge, Such officer would be guilty oS a high misdemeanour, 
pnd would defoye to be difiniffed from your Ma jetty's Service; and that 

Such 
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Inch a proceeding does not want the force of a fpecial law to make it 
criminal; but if it is meant by this aft to condemn all profecutions, 
where the firft intelligence of a crime comes from an anonymous informa- 
tion, though by fuch information the government may have been dire&ed 
to difcover and procure legal evidence againft the party fo accufed, the 
aft in that refpeft would be of mod pernicious confequence, as tending to 
the concealment, inftead of the deteftion of crimes. Upon the whole there- 
fore, this Committee are humbly of opinion tttat, as the aft in one contrac- 
tion is unneceftary and in another dangerous, it may be advifeable for your 
Majefty to declare the faid aft to be null and void. 

His Majefly having taken the faid report into his royal confideration is 
pleated, by an with the advice of his privy Council, to declare the faid 
aft or inftrument to be null and void, and to order that the Bailly and 
Jurats of the royal Court, firft communicating this his Majefly's order in 
Council to the States of the faid ifland, do caufe the faid aft or inftru- 
ment (a copy whereof is hereunto annexed) to be erafed from the records. 

And to the end that none may pretend ignorance of his Majefly's plea- 
fure hereby fignified, the Bailly and Jurat? are to caufe this his Majefty 1 * 
order to be forthwith published and regiftered in the faid ifland. 

And the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in chief for the 
time being, the Bailly and Jurats of the royal Court and others the mem- 
bers of the States or the ifland of Jerfey, and all whom it may concern 
are to take notice and yeild* due obedience to his Majefly's pleafur e hereby 
fignified. 

(Signed) Steph. Cornell* 

Memorial of the Stales of Jerfey in Jupport of the proportion for rejio&ng the 

tryal by Juries, Crc 

/ 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, 

The humble reprefentation and petition of the States of your Majefly s iflanJL 

of Jerfey.. 
Sheivetit % 

X hat the petitioners approach your Majefty with fentiments of profound 
humility and inviolable attachment to your Majefly's facred perfon, family and. 
government; and are impreffed with the warmeft fenfe of gratitude for the; 
paternal care your Majefty has gracioufly deigned to manifeff in many infta&r 
cesj, for the prefemtion^ fafety and welfare of this ifland. 

. li 
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Th*t it has ever been the pride and boaft of the people of Jerfey, thaj 
they form a part of the dominions of the briti&b crown, and are ranked 
among its faithful fubjefls. 

Thar, as their loyalty to their Sovereign, and their dependance on his Go- 
vernment conftitutes their glory and happinefs; fo, ic is their utmoft ambi* 
tion to enjoy the common rights of british fubjefts. 

That their anceftors have distinguished themfelves in the fervice of your 
Majefty's predeceflbrs by lingular ads of fidelity, firmnefs and attachment. 
That for upwards of 700 years, they have fupported the fame fpirit and pun* 
ciples, and have refilled during that period many powerful attempts to fiib- 
due their country, and corrupt their loyalty. That they have maintained 
their allegiance to their Sovereign, when every other part of his british do- 
minions have renounced it, and nobly dared to defend their Prince with theif 
blood and fortunes, when he was perfecuted by a mod powerful and nearly 
univerfal party, and had fled among them for refuge. 

That, in consideration of the peculiar loyalty of the inhabitants of Jerfey, 
of their military fervices performed from infancy to old age without any pay 
or gratification, of their fpirit and chearfulnefs in defending and guarding 
the territory where they reude, and of the dangers and hardships they are 
expofed to, in times 0/ war* particular immunities have been either granted 
or confirmed to them, by almoft every english monarch, and fometimes by 
the king, lords and commons : it being one of the ancient privileges of this 
ifland to addrefs parliament in cafes of emergency. 

And here your petitioners crave the indulgence of mentioning fome few 
extracts of thofe charters, and other tokens of royal favour, which caft fuch 
a Iuftre and fuch immortal honours on the country they inhabit. 

And firft, the charter of Edward the third begins with thefe words : * Edwar- 
•> dus del gratia rex Angliae & Franciae ac dominus Hiberniae, omnibus ad quos 
» pracfehtes litcerae pervenerint, falutem : fciatis quod nos grata memoria recen- 
s> femes, quam conftanter & magnanimiter dilefti & fideles homines infularum 
•> noftrarum de Jerefey, Guernefeye, Sark & Aureney, in fidelitate noftra & 
» progenitorum noftrorum regum Angliae, femper haftenus perftkerunt# quan- 
*> ta pro falvatione di&arum infularum, &~ noftrorum coniervatione jurium & 
» honoris ibidem fuftinuerunt tarn pericula corpora m, quam fuarum difpcn~ 
» dia facultatum, ac proinde volentes ipfos favore profequi gratiofo con- 
» ceffimus, » &c. 

A letter from the fame Prince to the inhabitants of Jerfey, commending 
their fidelity and acknowledging their fervices, is recorded thus : » Rex di- 
* leftis & fadelibus fuis ballivo, juratis, & omnibus aliis de infula noftra de 
» Gerefey falutem, fidelitatis veftrae conftantiam erga nos, & noftrorum con- 
» fervationem jurium, nedum relatio, fed eftedus operis diftis preponderans 
•> clare probant. Nam femper in diie&ione noftra vos ferventiores invenimus* 
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» pro quo gttviorft dlfpeodia pertuliftis. Propter quod, ficut honor! noftra 

* convenit, comraunitatem veltram & finguiares perfonas ejufdem fie curabi- 

* mas (deo dante) grate refpicere, quod gaudebitis erga nos tarn laudabilitet 

* vos geffifle, Velitis igitur affeftione folita juxta firmara quam de vobis obti- 
m nemus fiduciam circa defenfionem did or urn jurium, contra nobis adverfan- 
m te$ tarn magnanimiter vos habere, ut preter laudis precaunium quod ex hoc 
m mirifice poteritis adifpifci, a nobis retributionem uberam reporters. Super 
9 aliis vero tarn honotem noftrum quam commodum contingentibys dilefto 
9 nobis Thomae deCerf Clerico de infula noftra predifta prebere vos volumu* 
» plenam fidenn Dat apud Weftmon : vices : die Maii, Anno decimo quarto 
» Edwardi tertii, per ipfum regem & consilium. » 

In the fame reign the caftle of Mont Orgueil, which had been furprifed 
by the french, was recovered by the inhabitants of Jerfey, and this a&ion 
together with their former fervices are acknowledged by Edward the fourth 
in the following manner : » Edwardus dei gratia rex Anglix & Franciae & do- 
» minus Hiberniae, omnibus ad quos prefentes litterae pervenerint, falutem, 
» cum nobiliflimus progenitor nortec inclitae memoriae Richard us quondam 
* rex Angliae, Franciae & dominus Hiberniae, pott conqueftura fecondus, per 
» litteras fuas patentes datas apud Weftmonafterium, odavo die Julii, anno 
» regni fui decimo o&ayo, in coniideratione benigeftus & magnae fidelitatis 
» quos in legeis & fidelibus fuis gentibus & communitatibus infularum fua- 
» rum de Jerefey, Guernefeye, Sark & Aureney indies invenit, de gratia fua 
*> fpeciali conce flit pro fe & heredibus fuis, quantum in eo fuit, eifdem gen- 
» tibus & communitatibus fuis, quod ipfi & iucceflbres fui in perpetuum fo- 
» rent liberi & quieti in omnibus civitatibus, villis mercatoriis, & portibus 
a> infra regnum noftrum Angliae, de omnimodis theloniis, exaftionibus, cuftu- 
» mis, tahter & eodem modo quo fideles legei fui in fuo regna predi&o exti- 
» terunt : ita quod diftx gentes & communitates fuae & heredes & fuccef- 
*» fores fui praedi&i bene & fideliter fe gefrerent, erga ipfum progenitorem nof- 
» trum & heredes & fucceflores fuos in perpetuum, prout in litteris illis ple- 
» nius continetur : nos continuam fidelitatem gentis & communitatis diftse 
» infulae de Jerefey plenius intendentes, litteras praedifias & omnia fingula in 
*» eis contenta; quoad gent em & communitatem ejufdem infulae de Jerefey, 
» acceptamus, approbamus, & eidem genti & eommunitati hxredibus & fuc- 
© cefforibus fuis per prefentes ratificamus 8c confirmamus. £t ulterius nos 
» memoriae reducentes quam valide, virrliter & conftanter difta gens & com- 
» munitas ejufdem infulae de Jerefey nobis Sc progenitoribus noftris perftite- 
•» runt & quanta pericuia & perdita pro falvatione ejufdem infulae & reduc- 
» tione caftri noftri de Mont Orgueil fuftinuerunt, de uberi gratia noftra 
» conceflimus, &c. » 

A confirmation of the privileges and favours above recited and an acknow- 
ledment of further fervices is contained in a charter of queen Elizabeth, 
which begins in the following words : » Elizabetha, dei gratia, &c. Quum 
» diie&i & fideles legei & fubditi noftri ballivus & jurati infulae noftrac dei 

liz 
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t» Jerefey, ac caeteri incolae 5c habitatores ipfius infulae infra ducatum noftruni 
s > Normaniae & predeceffores eorum, a tempore cujus contrarii memoria ho- 
st minum non exiftit, per fpeciales chartas, concefliones, confkmationes & 
» ampliflima diplomaca illuftrium progenitorum & anteceflbrupi noftrorura 
»> cam regum angliiae quam ducum Normaniae ac aliorum quampluris juribus, 
» jurifdiftionibus, privileges, immunitatibus, libertaribus, & franchifiis, libere, 
a, quiete & inviolabiliter ufi, freti &gafivi fuerunt, tarn infra regnum noftrurn 
s» Angliae, quam alibi infra dominia & loca diftioni noftrae fubje&a ultra ci- 
9 traque mare, quorum ope & benificio infulae praenominatae ac loca mari- 
a > tima praedifta, in fide, obedientia & fervitio tarn noftri quam eorumdem 
» progenitorum noflrorum, conftanter, fideliter & inculpate perftiterunt 8c 
» perleveraverunt, liberaaue commercia cum mercatoribus & aliis indigents 
» ac alienigenis, tam pacis quam belli temporibus, habuerunt & exercuerunt 
» &c. Quae omnia & fingula cujus & quanti momenti fint & fuerunt ad tu* 
„ telam & confervationem infularum & locorum maritimorum praediftorum 
» in fide <5c obedientia coronae noftrae Angliae, nos ut aequam eft, perpendentes; 
» neque non immemores quam fortiter & fideliter inlularii praedifti & caeteri' 
** incolae & habitatores ibidem nobis & progenitoribus noftris infervierunr, 
» quantaque detrimenta, damna & pericula tam pro affidua tuitione ejufdem 
»> infulae & loci quam pro recuperatione & defenfione caftri noftri de Mont 
^ Orguel infra prxdifltam infulam noftram de Jerefey fuftinuerunt, indiefque 
» fuftinent ; non folum ut regia noftra benevolentia, fayor & affeftus erga prae- 
» fatos infularios illuftri aliquo noftrae beneficientiae teftimonio, ac caeteris 
•> indiciis comprobetur; verum etiam ut ipfi & eorum poflere deinceps in per- 
» petuum prout antea obitam & debitam obedientiam ergo nos, haeredes & 
» lucceflbres noftros teneant & inviolabiliter fervent, has litteras patentes 
» magno figillo Angliae reboratas, in forma quae fequitur illis concedere dig* 
» nati fumus, » fciatis, &c„ 

In the reign of James the firft, a commiffion was direfted to Sir Robert 
Gardener and doctor Huffey under the great feal of England, of which the 
following is the preamble : » James the firft, by the grace of God, king ot 
9 England, &c. To our trufty and well beloved Sir Robert Gardener knight, 
» and James Huffey doftor of the civil law, and one of the matters of our 
*> Court of chanceiy, greeting. Whereas, in our princely care and earned 
*• defire for the eftablishment and maintainance of juftice, and for the fecurity 
» and wealth of our fubje&s generally in our realms and dominions, we have 
» been very mindful of the good ftate of our loving fubjefts the inhabitants 
»> of Jerfey and Guernfey and other dependencies, a portion remaining as 
» yet unto us in poffeflion of our ancient dukedom of Normandy; and have 
»> been, and are the rather moved thereto, both for their entire and invio- 
*• lable fidelity born by them towards us, and our predeceffors kings and 
» queens of this realm of England, teftified and declared by many of their 
» worthy and acceptable fervices towards this our faid crown, and alfo in reC 
m ped of their fituation furthefl remote from the reft of our faid dominions^ 
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* fend for that caufe needing our fpecial care and regard to be had of them} 
» being thereby expofed to danger of an invafion or incurfion of foreign 
••enemies; and whereas we are informed, &c, for thefe caufes know there-! 1 
» fore that we have nominated you to be our commif&oners, &c. 

Another charter was granted to the inhabitants of Jerfey by Charles the 
fecond, in the 14th. year of his reign, confirming their privileges nearly in 
the fame ftyle as former charters; and with additional teftimonies of his royal 
favour and regard for the fervices done to him perfonaliy. One of chefe was 
a filver mace given to the ifland with this infcripcion : » taly haud omnec 
»• dignatur honore. Carolus fecondus magnae Britannia?, France and Hiber- 

* niae rez fereniflimus affeftum regium erga infulam de Jerfey (in qua bis 
» habuit receptum, dum ceteris diftionibus excluderetur) hocce monumento 
» vere regio pofteris confecratum voluit, &c. » 

At earlier periods, particularly during the firft reigns after the conqueft, 
the ifland of Jerfey was harrafled with almoft continual attacks and invafions 
from the normans, which the inhabitants had always the fpirit and good 
fortune to repel; and their hardships and loffes in defending their country 
and maintaining their allegiance to England on thefe occaGons, may ftiil be 
found in feyeral antient fragments of the hiftory of thofe early times. 

* In the 20th. year of the ,reign of Henry the eigth the privileges granted 
to thefe iflands were confirmed to them, with the confent of the Lords fpi- 4 
ritual and temporal, in Parliament affembled. . 

And by aft of the 3d of George ift, chap. 4, new privileges were gran- 
ted to them, and. are therein recited to be, « for encouraging the faid in* 
habitans to continue that fteady and firm loyalty to the crown of Great 
Britain, which they have formerly and fteadfaftly shewn to the crown of 
England, and for their better fupport. » # 

Other privileges, principally regarding trade and navigation, have been gran- 
ted from time to time to the iflanders by afts of the British Parliament, fuch 
as by aft of the 12th of Charles the 2d, chap. 32 : firft. of William and 
Mary, feflion the firft, chap. 32 : 2d of William and Mary, feflion this fe- 
cond, chap, 9 : 4th of Ann, chap. 6 : and by afts of the uxth of your Ma J 
jefly, chap. 40th : of the pth chap. 28th : and of the 26th chap. 

That, in later times, the iflanders have shewn they were not unworthy o£ 
the name their anceftors had acquired, or of the favours their Sovereigns had 
beftowed. They have redoubled their zeal and labours to guard their coun- 
try; their expences, to put the ifland in a ftate of defence, have, been tenfold 
encreafed; and their emulation in military difcipline and exercifes, encoura- 
ged and direfted by their prefent zealous and aftive Governor, has brought 
their militia to a ftate of improvement unknown before. Nor mull it be 
omitted that the two attacks of the french upon this ifland in the courfe of 
the lad war, were repelled with vigour and fuccefs, as it is a pledge to youc. 
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Majefly that together with the perils infepatabte from their fitaatton* the 
inhabitants of Jer&y have inherited both che fpirit and the loyalty of their 
forefathers. 

That your petitioners, wfailft they rcfleft with peculiar pleafure and thank- 
fubefs on your Majefty's benign folickude to preferve this fmall but ancient 
part of your dominions from the invasions of a powerful neighbour and the 
oppxeflions of that government, cannot but flatter tbemfelves that your Ma- 
)e(ty will deign to reftore to its inhabitants thofe bleflings which it is tbeit 
birth- right to enjoy in common with your other natural fcbje&s, and which 
muft attach them more firmly, if poffible, to the british crown and gover- 
nment* 

And when your petitioners look around them and fee the fpirit of this 
enlightened age to affert the rights of mankind and to fecure the lives, li- 
berty and property of all perfons againft arbitrary power; when they con- 
sider that Great Britain gives the hright example, and is at this moment en- 
gaged in protecting her diftant fubjeds of the eaft from oppreffiom; whilft 
she meditates the abolition of flavery in other foreign parts : when thefe ap- 
pear co be the fentjments of the prefect times, k is furelv not unreafonable 
that the people of Jerfey, your Msqefty's mod anticnt ana free-born fubjeds 
should claim a portion of this univerfal benevolence; and that, arrived near 
the epd of the eighthteenth century they should now expeft to be freed from 
thofe ^encroachments on their natural rights, and thofe shameful pra&ices in 
their internal government of which they have fo often complained, and un- 
der which they have been left to groan for Ibme ages paft. 

Nor will the States of Jerky entertain the comfortlefc idea, that upwards 
©f twenty thoufends. of your Majefty's british fubje&s, whom they *eprefenr> 
shall be doomed to perpetual vexation and troubles, and.shall be left: to en- 
tail on their pofterity the contentions of the prefent times; tfhilft they have 
a gracious and benign Sovereign, ready to hear the humble fuits, and difr 
po&d to redrefs the grievances that opprefs his fubjefts^ 

Your Majefly is already informed that the evils and troubles here conn 
plained of, ariie principally from the puefent form of judicature and the er- 
roneous adminiftration of juftice- And that thofe evils ate. increased and 
are likely to aflume a dangerous tendency from the enormous powers with 
which the Lieutenant Bailly is invefled by the late orders of your Majefly* 
is what your petitioners with great humility fubmit to your Boyal confide- 
tation. On thefe fubje&s therefore, they crave leave to offer the following 
humble reprefentation and petition. 

And firfl : may it pleafe your Majefly to allow the States to exprefe their 
grief and concern that the proposition lubmitted to your Majefly for the re- 
Slablishment of the tryal by juries, should bear the cenfure of having been 
fafled in hade ; and that the proceedings of the States on this raomencuou* 
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tpreffion should therefore have been thought worthy to Incut ydtif rdyal dt- 
fapprobation. It should feem, and the States are apprehenfive from the man- 
ner in which this matter is ftated in the report of the right honourable the 
Lords of the Committee of Council, that fome unfortunate circumftance oc 
a mifconception of the mode of proceeding in the States of Jerfey had led 
their Lordships to fuppofe that this proportion was to be difcufled for the 
firft time on the 4th of oftober. The States however trufl that, if recouf fe 
be had to the authentic ads transmitted with the laid proportion,, add now 
at the Council board, that matter will be fet in hs proper light, and will 
tend to prove that the propofition pafled wkh all the formalities which could 
give it weight and authority. 

Yet, your petitioners, anxious to clear themfelves of any imputation of 

Erecipitancy in paflrng that important aft, beg leave further to ftate the fol- 
ding fads : that the general queftion of re-eftabUshing trials by jury, had 
been tor near four months, before an open Committee of the States, at which 
the Governor, the king's Pfocureur and Advocate, and everr member of the 
States were earneftly and repeatedly defired to attend; that the lpecifick 
propofition, aiter being regularly moved in the States^ had beet), for neat 
three months, referred to the feme Committee, and in the feme manner opeit 
to every member of the States; that this Committee met repeatedly, and dif- 
cufled every article of the 1 propofition, correcting fome and fuppreffing othett $ 
that the iaid propofition was moreover printed and published alrnoft as- foot* 
as it, was brought before the States; that it was twice lodged for fifteen day* 
au greffe, the firft time when it was originally moved, the fecond time whets 
it had undergone the corrediona and amendments of the Committee : that 
it. was alio taken up by fome of the parochial afiemblies, confidfcred Aid 
approved of there; that it was three times read at lenth upon different meet* 
ings of the States; and, in. short, that it underwent more publicity, examl* 
nation and form, than any queftion ever moved in this ifland. 

Your petitioners beg leave further to obferve, that when the propofition 
finally came before the States on the 4th of oftober, the Teeming precipi- 
tation with which it then paffed, and which the Lieutenant Bailly occafio- 
ned by his early declaration, that he would ftay no longer than tw& o'doek, 
did not prevend the urging of one fingle objection againft it : fince the Lieu- 
tenant Bailly and the Jurats who difapproved of the meafure, had declared 
from the beginning ( and perfifted all along in their refolution, ) that they 
would not open their mouths on the fubjeft. And this is the language they 
hold to your Majefty,. in their complaint againft the States, for admitting 
fbch a propofition at all; In fuch a cafe be it permitted to obferve, that 
the cutting short the debate, could only affeft thofe who wished to recom- 
mend the meafure : and that the States thought themfelves Juftifiable In con- 
fidering the limits thus impofed on them by the Lieutenant Bailly, as in- 
tended, indireftly, to throw obftacles in the way of parting the aft. They 
iare th* more confirmed in this idea, becaufe they never have heard of any 
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ttatbn, either of bufinefc or other engagements which the Lieutenant Bailfy 
had, for putting an end to the meeting of the States at that early hour. 

Your petitioners would hold themfelves highly reprehenfiblef, and unwor- 
thy of the offices they fill, had they not beltowed the cooled and the mod 
deliberate attention on a proportion which your Majefly is fo juftly pleafed 
to call difficult and arduous; and which affe&s fo materially tne profperity 
of the people of this ill and. Prefumptuous, indeed, woula the petitioners 
deem themfelves, were they not fenfible that deficiencies may exift in the 
plan propofed, and many imperfedions it may have; but inconfiderate hade 
was what they chiefly wished and endeavoured to avoid. Perfuaded, at the 
fame time, that the principle is eflential to the happinefs of their fellow- 
iubjefts here, they rely with profound humility and full confidence on the 
fiiperior wifdom of the right honourable the Lords of your Majefty's Coun- 
cil, to fupply their defefts, and corred the errors which they may have 
involuntarily committed. 

The trial by jury is a right, as the States hrnnMy conceive, peculiarly be- 
longing to your Majefty's lubjeds of Jerfey. It was the law of their coun- 
try, perhaps, even before that glorious inftitution took place in^ England*. 
It was the original jurifdidton of the normans, their ancefiors; it is a pri- 
vilege which they have not forfeited by conqueft or difaffeftion, but which, 
on the contrary, they have entitled themfelves to by their duty and unsha- 
ken allegiance. They therefore humbly claim it as an inheritance, and as 
their mod precious right. Long before the conftitutions of king John were 
cflablished here, and for fome centuries after them, the trial by jury was itf 
ufe. The early parts of the records are full of examples of this, rad;' and 
the prefent practice, however abfurd and pregnant with abufes* proves the 
original principle and exiflence of it. 

Your petitioners beg leave to return their mofl fincere and grateful thanjk* 
to your Majefly for having put the propofition for juries in a train of hear- 
ing, by requiring the royal Coprt to give their objeftions, if they shall be 
fo advifed; and your faithful States humbly truft that your Majefty will con-r 
defcend to add another in fiance of your goodnefs, by direfting that impor- 
tant matter to be investigated as foon as the nature of the cafe will admit. 
The number of authentic ads drawn from records and annexed to the pro- 
pofition, will fatisfy your- Majefly, that the defeds of the laws, and that the 
manifold abufes and oppreflions which prevail, are fucb, as require a fpeedy 
and effectual remedy. 

The States cannot help lamenting, and expreflihg their ferious apprehen- 
lions that it should have been found neceflary to allow the Lieutenant Bailly 
to prefcribe any hour he choofes to fix, for the breaking up of the States ;. 
a power which he affumed and exercifed for the firfl time, when one of the 
jnoft interefting queftions that ever came before this afiembly, was to be agi- 
tated. The inconveniencies arifiog from this, in addition to the other high. 

and 
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tncT fiitKcrto unknown prerogatives, which the lieutenant Baill? is lately pur 
in pofleffion of, cannot but prove a misfortune to this country* The Lieu- 
tenant Baiil £has the right of c hoofing on what particular day he will haver 
the States to meet : it feems therefore reafohable, that on a day fo chofer* 
by himfelf, he should have prepared his private affairs or engagements ia 
fuch a manner as to do what every other member is compellable to, give 
that day wholly to the. public Yet if he is allowed by law to ceftrid,- 
without any reafon, the. meeting of the States to three hours, as he did on 
that day, he may, to a shorter time; and thus the thirty-fix other members* 
of the legiflative body, and the Governor himfelf, may be haraffed with re'pea-. 
ted attendance, to do that bufinefs in feveral days which might be tran^ 
faded in one* The States alfo beg leave to obferve, that by tins means 
the cenfure fo pointedly paflfed in your Majefty's order of the rzd. of june 
1786, on the Lieutenant' Bailly, » for prefuming, by himfelf or with the 
» Jurats, to over- rule the States, the one by reiufiog to put queftions to 
» the vdte, the others by leaving the affembly abruptly, on purpofe to in-- 
a* capacitate the States from afting, and to flop and prevent them from pro- 
»• ceeding in the bufinefs before them, » will, in a great meafure, lofe its' 
beneficial effe&s, as it remains only with the Lieutenant Bailly to declare* 
his intention on entering the States, as he did on the 4th of o&ofier* and^ 
the interruption . becomes fan&ified-. 

With regard to thfe new reftri&ion laid down for the proceedings of the' 
States, namely, that when they meet by remife, no other bufinefs but that 1 
remifed shall be agitated except all the members confent; the States beg 
leave with great deference to obferve, that this may have the confequence* 
of preventing many ufeful regulations from being confidered,. however urgent 
the bufinefs, either for the good,' or evfen the falety of the ifiand. Moreover, 
the bufinefs remifed. may take up but a short time, and the members of 
the States, who come from different parts of the country, and many from 
the remoteft, are precluded ftom proceeding to any other matter, and are 
thereby obliged to more frequent attendance, to the great detriment of 
themfelves and families, - # The States alfo hope to be pardoned for fuggeC- 
ting, that in cafes of original meetings of the States, the members come equally 
unprepared for any matter then firlt to be darted,' as when the States meei 
by remife, and proceed to other bufinefs.' The falutary law- laid down in 
your Majefty's order of the 28th of march 177 1, •• that when any thing is 
» propofed to the aflembly ^ of the States, it shall be wtfote dov/n in the 
» form in. which it. is meant to be paflfed, after which it shall be lodged 
* au greffe for fourteen days at lead before it shall be determined, *» is alfo 
well calculated to prevent any mifchiaf which might arife from the States 
meeting, without knowing the bufinefs that m^y be brought forwards. 

The States would think themfelves wanting in their duty to your Majefiy 
and to their country, did they not offer their humble apprehenfions to your 
Majefiy on the new power oixliirenting,,from the refoktions of the States^, 
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granted to the Lleuteaaot Bailfy by your Majefly>s order of the id of Jbnt 
278^ and confirmed on the 8th of auguft 1787, nor can tbe States avoid 
fxpreiBng, *s (be refult of the failed convidion, that this pdwer is deroga* 
sory to tne intient rights, privileges and charters of the ifland ; and (Eat 
k has excited already great jealouues and alarm amot»£ the inhabitants of 
every denomination. 

On the firft eftaWHhment of the diflent, although the States had not been 

previously fummoned to alledge their reafon againft fuch * material change 
xn die conftitution, and therefore fuch a change came totally unexpected. 
yet they wished to acquiefce in the wifdom that dilated that meafure, and 
therefore only guarded at firft againft the abufes of it : but the experience 
Of each day confirms them more and more in their fears of the bad effects 
which may refult from its exiftence in any degree. 

Many of the troubles that have arifen, and vexations to which the peo- 
ple of this ifland have at all times been expo fed, have been caufed by that 
fundamental error in tbe conftitution, the admitting the judicial body to 
fuch a conflderable share in the legiflation : a confuflon of powers which na- 
turally tends to the abufe of both fundions, and which has feldom been 
tolerated in any well governed (late. It is therefore a matter of deep con- 
cern to the States, (who muft ever lament this fatal combination of powers, 
as being often expofed to the (b naturally confequent abufe of them) to 
find fuck a vaft increafe of authority now granted to the chief Judge, as 
to give him almoft an abfolure countroul over the proceedings of the le- 
gislative affembly. It adds alfo to their grief that it should have been found 
neceffary to lodge this new prerogative in the prefent Lieutenant Bailly, 
when they reflect to what an excefs his encroachments and claims of autho- 
rity have been carried; particularly in that inftance of afluming a right to 
put an antecedent negative upon all queflions propofed in the States ; and 
fikewife in diflblving the affemblies of the States on a fudd$n, and in check- 
ing and controuling the members in their debates. 

The Sates cannot but be fenfible to the cenfure which the creation of the 
new power of diflenting conveys on them : as if it were at this time necef- 
fary to lay additional checks upon their proceedings ; a cenfure under which 
however they would endeavour to fupport themfelves by the confeioufnefs 
of their integrity and honeft intentions, did it not entail an intolerable in- 
convenience on their pofterity, and expofe them by this accumulation of 
reftraints to the unavoidable contempt and diftruft of the people whom 
they reprefent. 

Nor is it upon them alone that the introduction of this new power re- 
flects, nor is it o* ihem alone that this additional check is impofed. In 
both* points of view, it feems equally to aflfeft the charafter and privileges 
of the Governor of the ifland : for it naturally interferes with, and is cal- 
culated to intercept the exerdfe of that prerogative which he has enjoyed 
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from time immemorial as the true and natural representative of your Majeffyy 
the aflenting to or diflenting from ads of the legHlature. It gives to ano- 
ther perfon an authority concurrent at leaft, if not dashing with his; and 
which therefore in its very creation contains the feeds of jealoufy and dtf- 
content. And your petitioners think themfelves warranted in faying, that 
there is no inftance not only in the British dominions, but perhaps in any 
government, where the prerogative of Aiajefty is thus as it were fplit and par- 
celled out into two different hanns unconne&ed with and independent of 
eaeh other; and betwixt whom it may be a matter of dlfpute which of 
them is mod properly entitled to exeicife it. 

The experience of former ages has shewn that no fuch additional power 
was requihte to keep the States within the due bounds of their duty and de~ 
pendance. Yet, many and warm have be*n the contentions for power be* 
tween the different branches of this political body in the courfe of thefe two 
centuries, occasioned by the undefined (late of the powers and fun&ons of 
each, and the uncertainty of the laws; the people alfo have more than once 
openly complained and rofe up againft the oppreJfions of the judicial body. 
No inftance indeed occurs till within thefe few years, where the majority of 
the States have not fubmitted to be controuled by the Lieutenant Bailly and 
Jurats in whatever measures thefe lad had to purfue. The combination be- 
tween the different individuals of the judicial bodies fitting in the States, till 
©f late, was complete, and therefore more powerful; and me encroachments 
and ufurpations were of confequence more likely to take place, tad to defy 
all oppofition; particularly as that opposition might not at firft be looked 
*ipon with a favourable eye by the Sovereign. Tfte Governor of the iflanc! 
however was judged and found to be a proper check upon fuch proceedings 
in the States. His negative upon all fubjedfe which concern your Maiefl/s 
intereft or prerogative is a part of the conftrtution of Jerfey. With this 
power he is, as before obferved, inverted from time immemorial, as repre- 
senting your Majefiy's facred perfon, and to him the States are accuftometf 
to look up as your Majefly's fubftitute. 

This prerogative of the Governor is eftablished and confirmed in fendry 
orders both ancient and modern of your Majefly's predeceflbrs. And in your 
Majetly's late order of the affth march 1771, it is moreover particularly re- 
quired, that in cafe of the Governor's abfence in the States, » then, that be- 
lt fore any ads or matters determined therein shall be efte&ual, application 
•> shall be firft made to him to know whether he chufes to make ufe of the 
* negative voice which he hath. » And it is obfervable that the reafon why 
this provifion was fo enforced, was owing to feveral very oppre/fiye law* 
which the States, under the controul of.tne Court had pa/Ted, and which 
fome of the Lieutenant Governors had oppofed. 

From the ordinances laid down by the royal commi/fioners in the year 
J 59 1, may be feen what the office of Governor was originally held to he 
in this ifland. In the fixft article it is faid : » Et meme d'aultanr que de 
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*tout ttms dont il ny'a memoire du contraire le Bailli & jurets deiadiet 
m Ifle one eu jurifdi&ion fur & concernant toutes matieres de juftice dans 
*> icelle Ifle & pareillement one manie affaires de ^randes importances avec 
» l'afliftance du commun confeil nommc communemenc les Ecats de rifle* 
» avec le confentement ex p res du Capitaine & Gouverneur lequel en toutes 
» caufes <m\ toucbent & concernent 1 etat Royal, Gouvernement ou prero- 
*> gative ae Sa Majefte en cette Ifle, reprefente fa Royalle Perfonne, •» &c* 
And in another article of the fame ordinances : •• Item eft ordonn£, accord^ 
*> & declare que toutes autres caufes de plus grands poids & importance qui 
» concernent la dite Ifle & he touchent au fupreme Gouvernement d'icelle, 
» feront comme par ci devant de terns immemorial en la difpofition du corps 
•> des Etats de cette Ifle, qui font, les douze Jurets, les douse Miniftres, & 
» les douze Connetables, pourvu toutefois qu % en chacune des caufes ci- de- 
•> vant deduites, le Gouverneur pour lors etant, y donne (on confentement 
s» expres au nom de fa Majeftl la perfonne de laquelle il reprefente, ft la 
» caufe ainfi le requiert & en chacune telle caufe aura voix negative, *> Scci 

* 

Another check on the proceedings of the States is lodged in die perfon 

:o( thfc Governor by the order of the 29th July 1619, in tfiefe words : » For 

» the better explanation of the article concerning the afiemblies of the States 

9> which was ordered not to be done without uie'confent of the Governoc 

*> or his Lieutenant in his abfence; it is now finally ordered for caufes made 

* known unto us, and for the avoiding of all future queftions, that the fore- 
» (aid article shall continue in force with this qualification, that if the Bail* 

* liffe or juftices shall require an aflembly of jthe States, the Governor shall 
p> not defprre it above fifteen days, except he have fuch caufe to the con- 
?• trary, either in refped to the fafety of the Ifland or our efpecial fervice 
m otherwife, as he will anfweare to us or to the Lords of our CounfeU where- 
in of he shall give us pretent advife as pojffible wind and weather may ferve. * 

The duty of the Governor, refpe&ing the rights of the crown was fur- 
ther expreffed by an article of the ordinances of the iath june 163 j, viz. 
» It is thought fit that the Governor or his deputy be prefent at all fen- 

* tences-in any matters which concern the Kings Majefty in intereft or pre- 
?• rogative, and that the King's Minifters may app.eale wherein the King is 
•» concerned. * ' 

By the order of the 17th december 1679, regiftered in the records of the 
States, it is declared : » Laftly as touching the manner of affembling and 
*» holding of the States of that ifland and the Governor's negative voice in 
» that aflembly, it is our humble opinion that the fame together with all the 
V ancient ordinances, priviledges, liberties, franchifes, and immunities given 
» to or belonging as well to the inhabitants as to the Governor of the faid 
n ifland, do remain without alteration, as they are established by grants and 
?» charters from your Majefty and youf royal predeceflbrs orders or ordi- 
F nances otherwife. » 
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% The fame language refpe&iiig the ancieflt' privileges tit thfe iflartd ?s helcf 
$n the laft article of the code of laws agreed Upon by the States in 1771V 
and confirmed by yofcir Majefty V order of the 28th inarch before mentioned, 
in thefe words : » II eft entendu ne point ddroger en aucune maniere aux- 
» privileges, droits, immunites, franchifcs ou libertds aocordes a cette ifle 
*• par fa Majefte & fcs predeceffeurs,' hi impugner ou infirmer les ordonnances. 

* ou loix etablfes par autorite rOyale & non rappelees; q^oique tejs privi*- 

* leges, droits, immunites, franchifes, fibertes ou loix ne iaient point infe-; 
*~rds ni fapportes dan$ ce recuefl. *• '.'..;. .- 

From all the above authorities, your petitioners humbly hope that it will/ 
appear to your Majefty, that the Governor is the only xrue representative of 
your Majefty in the States of Jerfey : and that your Majefty cannot be re-, 
preferred by two perfons in the fame aflemblyi that this prerogative in the^ 
Governor is congenial with the conftitution; that if(om the riajure.'pf his ap,-*J 

Soirftment he can have ho interefte to clash with'tfro(e Qftyour Majefty; thac, 
»n the contrary, he holds mfcft emphatically every 'advantage, he enjoyi iaj 
right of your Majefty, and in no other way; that for theJe'feafons'lje is 
ftiore likely to be particularly careful not to fufter the rights of the crown, 
to be infringed; and that he is befides little if at ^all cpncerned. in the, jur/ 
dicrat proceedings, arid therefore moire impartial and more unbiaffed'iji his? 
Initiative fanftions; The States* hope alfp,' that your. Majefty willbraqiqun/ 
deign to maintain the inhabitant* of Jerfey' in" the J5rivil6ges they nave "for*; 
merly- enjoyed, andwhich have been fo often confirmed to them by y<Ju£ 
rbyal predeceflbrs, and which they cannot but conceive to be materially af*. 
fefted by the alteration which has taken place. " * ' 

* If, in the oppofition which the States havtf gi?en to the; encroachments* 
and pretentions, of the Lieutenant Bjully and of the Court, and in theft «zeal t 
to have afcertained and remedied.the defe&s of thecOriftitutfon apd the abu- % 
fcs introduced in it, they have at times been thought to exceed the drift 
bounds, your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to Confider the novelty of 
their fituation and the undefined ftate in which their privileges have refted. 
Your Majefty will atffo gracioufly deign to make fortte allowance for |he : na-r 
tural effd&s of opp6fition; in all fitiiations : and then it fe hoped the States 
Mrfll not be found to deferve fofevere a rebuke as to have, not only every : 
eXtftihg power in the Lieutenant Bailly their principal opponent,' extended, 
in his favour, but a power entirely new and unheard of in other countries, 
granted to him at tne very time he was fetting up the dangerous and ar- 
bitrary claim of putting an antecedent negative 4 . on all .queftioni projiofed" 
in the States. ■ •' ' •' ', J : 

Anxious. to ftand in that favourable Jight before yoikr Majefty, wbick 
their loyalty and honeft intentions entitle them to hope;, the States beg t<* 
be permitted a few obfervations on three inftapces where the Lieutenant • 
Bailly's diftent was infer ted; and to affyjre yo»r Majefty that .they did nOft. 
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rpean to violate either the order of the *8th march 1771, or thtt of the 
2d June 1786; that on the contrary, they have always held it as theif firil 
duty to pay the mod profound reverence to all orders iflued from youe 

Majefty. 

That, with refpeft to the payment of M. Dumaresq's account, it was owing 
to the omiilion of a mere form of entry by the G re flier, who holds himfeU 
Obliged to obey do other directions than chofe of the Lieutenant Bailly, that 
the States were unable to prove the accounts having been lodged au grefic: 
whereas in truth it had pafled through that, and every other requifite, and 
had undergone a full difcufliom 

That, with refpeft to the aft appointing M. Dumaresq agent for the Sta- 
tes, they had not the mpft diftanc idea or appointing a perpetual agent ; noc 
have they fuch a power by the constitution : their afts, of whatever nature 
they be, having force for three years only, as appears by the order of a 8th, 
inarch 1771. And your petitioners have only to lament that they were fa 
unfortunate in their terms as to convey that implication ; for their meaning 
was fpecificajly and merely to authorife a perfon already named by the cham- 
ber of commerce to fecond the application which the merchants were then 
making to the Lords of the Treaiury : and that, at the defire of the (aid 
merchants, as noticed in the aft; nor did the States conceive they gave any, 
authority peyppd what they now mention. 

" That, as to the aft refpefting parochial aflemblfes, the States are happy 
to find that the right honourable the Lords of the Committee feem to ad- 
mit of the expediency of defcrrbing more particularly the qualifications of 
thofe who are called. principal inhabitants, which at prefent is much too 
lobfe and leaves too large a discretion to the royal Court. The States ven^ 
tured to define thofe qualifications, fuch as they fuppofed the fpirit of the 
law pointed out, under an idea that fo eflential a point should not be left 
to the opinion of any fet of men, who may vary in their decifions according 
as the Views of their party may require; a point fo much the more interesting 
and becoming the attention of the legftlative aflembly, as the right of fixing 
the quintum of taxation upon every individual perfon in the ifiand reiide* 
ip the parochial aflfembUes. Your petitioners at tht feme time beg leave ta 
offer this further obfervation, that they conceive with great deference their 
Lordships rauft have been miiinformea in one reijpeft touching the conftitu- 
tion, if they fuppofed the royal Court poffefled any particular authority to 
declare who were principal inhabitants : that having always belonged in the 
firftinfiance to^ the Con /tables as prefidents of the parochial aflemblies, and 
the Court having only been appealed to, under their general jurifdiftion, 
a* the only ttibunai wharf* a party wronged Can feek for redrefs : and in faft 
there is no instance of fuch an appeal until of very late days. Yet the Sta- 
tes are apprehetifive that fuch was their Lordships idea, as the aft is parti- 
cularly inftfted to be an alteration of the conftitution, becaufe it took from 
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the Court the oewtt of determining who were principal Inhabltatfti : for if 
it be meant only that the aft laid a reftraint on their dedfiotrt, it did no 
more that! what is in every other country! the natural operations of all laws 
tipon all tribunals Of juftice; and cannot therefore, as the States humbly 
eonceive, ever be on that account exceptionable where any power of making 
laws refides at all. And that fuch power ftiii refides in the States, agreea- 
ble to their ancient charters, is exprefily declared in the order of the a8t& 
march 1771* is recognized in the*order of the 6th auguft 1784, and not taken, 
away in that of the 2d of June 1786. ., 

That, with refpeft to your Majefty's order of the 8th 'of auguft 1787, oa 
the fubjeft of the duties on wines, &c, , and the management of the har- 
bours, the States are in the firft place foiicitous to exculpate themfelres of 
any intended difrefpeft to your Majefty, in having, as it is dated, prefumed 
to legiflate on a matter then depending before your Majefty, ana having 
abandoned that proper mode by petition, which they firft purHicd. The 
States beg leatre to reprefent, that the petition alluded to, was not from thei 
States, but from fome individual members, at a time when this afternbiy 
was prevented from meeting on account of the abfence of the Jurats j ana 
therefore they had not applied to your Majefty as a bodf, until they were 
requefted Co to do by the merchants. And when the States piffed thte vote 
in queftion, far from entertaining an idea that they were exercifing an ena<3> 
ing power, the language of the States throughout thi$ aft,i? an humble 
prayer to your Majefty, that you would be pleafed to eftablish fpecifically 
the proviftons prayed for by the merchants. And nothing contained in this 
inftrument could poffible take place, as is evident from the whole tenor of 
it, without your Majefty's approbation being firft had and obtained. As to 
its bearing the name or an aft, it is became the States ufe that term in all 
their proceedings, but it was tendered to your Majefty in the form of a 
propofition. And on this head the States, not aware that they were about 
to incur your Majefty's difpieafure by fuch a propofition, had particularly 
in view the rule prefcribed in your Majefty's order of the 2d of June 1780, 
touching proportions which affeft the laws or the conftitution, and they; 
fuppofed they were taking the proper mode of laying the fame at your Ma- 
jefty's feet; for they ordered the Grfeffier to ttanfinid immediately the laid 
propofition to the Clerk in attendance of your Majefty's Council, in order 
to obtain your royal approbation. And thefe few words are the only term* 
of the aft which expreb any will of the States at all; the other parts of it 
being an humble prayer, fuch as the States conceived they nrigm addfefe 
to their Sovereign. Yet in fo judging they now find that they were guilt? 
of an error, and your petitioners muft lament their miftake, as it brings Mriw 
it a fevere reprehenfion. 

m Your Majefty is pleafed to declare, that the right of difpoGng of the du- 
ties in queftion refides in the Governor, Bailly and Jurats. The States hum- 
bly truft that upon examination of the faid aft and ail the other document 
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-relative ; to thai buGnefsi k will appear, tjiat, from; the momctot.the rijrfft 
"was : claimed* ic was allowed, by the 'State?,:, for they, n$ver did pretend, thai 
ufage, however, long and imrnepicyial, could give them* a right. Sgainft the 
exprefs words of any patent or,' a<$of CpunciL This? application, as that 
Of the merchants, was, that your Majefiy would (as your. Majefly can) altec 
and amend the prpvifions or that, paten t 9 and render them cpnfonanc to thai 
ufage, which the Court tbemfelves, by th$ijr uniform acquiefcence ever Gnce 
the patent was granted^ had. found tp be, . fteafon^ble, and to be,indeed the 
pnfy'fit iriode^ of proceeding; arid whiph even ,the Lqrdsoftfoe Committee, 
in their report to your Majefly ftate as a defirable pra&ice to be continued. 

The States 'are the more difajppointed that your Mayfly's order is confiU 
Bed to declare the naked right, becaufe they were led to conceive nothing 
£ut what was cpQfilj^tory would be ^urfued; and even on that idea, theirs- 
^nd.tfte tmerchanw^qoynfel wa$. flopped. from making obfervations on the 
$nfwer ;of the..' Cojity.. W;here»s by> the prpfenc ordeT, the States apprehend- 
t/iat, ttieir liands are.effeftnally tiejcf up. fiiom intermeddling at all in the mat- 
tpri and, by tftat means the. legiflatiye body fee them/elves* shut out from thfe 
<?onfideratioa. pf an objeft which is perhaps the fijft in point of magnitude 
tp this. iftanji,, and perclUjded from giving: their faaftion to the diftribution ; 
«f a ; perpetu^ .the,* people whom they- 

xepre&nt,', :•:.../.-, . ".• - •! ; r. ; 



' Th« : 'States ? ftifthe'f beg leave to, pbferve, that two objetfs, which they, 
ftumbly conceivfe tote diftinft andfeparate, are blended in one and the 
fame drder, viz.- The right; of 'difponng of' the money arifipg from the 
duty on wines, &e;, and. the right of direfting the works of "the. harbours: 
thefe are now both pfaced in thi hands of the. royal Court.;. The States have- 
never disputed' 4hat- : the* right of difpofihg of this'reyenuq to certain fpedficlt 
purpofes : tfetoifetd to the royal V.Court,- agreeable to ,th£ terms of the patent:, 
but the royalOourr, em the other hand; have never pretended, that the rer 
pairs of- the harbours, was an objecl of their competency, without the fanc- 
tion of she States; and their anlwer to the.firft application of the merchants. 
OP this fubjeft exprefsly declares it./ 

As the building arid repairs of the harbours was not originally the fole 
object of ,the duty .on wines; &c. , fa the faid duty- has not been the only 
fund .which has. contributed to fuch buildings and repairs. The public has 
at different times and by feveral 'means furnished confiderable Aims of mo- 
sey for that purpofe.: and all the regulations for the conftru&ing and aug- 
menting of the jiarboiirs have .originated in'the State*. The appointment 
ftf tfie. harboiiriXTjafters:.of:bQth:towiis,.and of the matter and crew of the. 
quarantine boats, and the power of direfting and cpntrouling them in their 
duty, is alfo Lodged -in the. Govetnor and States, by the, code of laws- con- 
firmed by your Majefty. in 1771. . Yet the, States apprehend fhat your Ma- 
jefly 's order of the 8th.of.auguft 1787, conveys apart of ihefe function*. 
' ••••-•' - of 
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of the Slates into the hands of the Court. For the legiflative aflembly Ba$ 
now no further care of the different piers, quays, wharfs, and other public 
edifices of this nature, which they and their predeceflbrs have caufed to hi 
ere&ed ; and it is in the power of the Court, of themfelve*, to demolish, 
alter, or new- plan what has been originally done under the immediate di* 
re&ion or fan&ion of the States. The Committee of thp piers which ha$ 
fubfifted for upwards of a century, and was become, on account of its greae 
utility, a (landing Committee in the States, deputed fpecially for the mow 
ready and immediate attention to the harbours, which kept a registry of 
its own, recording all its tranfa&ions; and which was indeed confidered in 
the code of laws almoft in the light of a body politick, being there vefled 
with the power of dire&ing fundry matters refpeding the .harbours : this 
Committee feems to be rendered, as it is conceived by the prelent order 
of your Majefty, either an ufelefs body, or is indeed annihilated : and the 
trade and navigation, thofe firft refources of this little country, common to 
ail its inhabitants, are now deprived of the affiftance and. fiapp art which, ia 
a cafe of neceffity, should be given to them by the- representatives of the 
people.. 

Your petitioners beg the indulgence of making one mote observation on 
this point, namely, that as it is ordered in exprels terms by the faid patent; 
that » all perfons which shall be employed as well in the receipts of the 
** rents or revenues thereupon isifing, as alto in the disburfements of the 
**fame to the ufes before fpecified, shall from time to time yearly make 
*> account of their receipts and disburfements of the faid rents and revenues, 
» in the public affembly of the States of the faid ifle, » it feems reafonablt 
to conclude that the &ates were intended to have fome share in the ma- 
nagement of the faid revenue, and in the wtorks to which it was deftined';; 
and it is Worthy of remark*, that the application which was made to king 
Charles, for eftablishing the duties on wines, Ac, and which obtained the 
patent above-mentioned, came from the States of Jerfey, as appears from 
the preamble of the patent itfelf, and by the records of the States. How 
it came to pafs that the difpofal of this public .revenue was veiled in the 
Bailiy and Jurats only, and not in the legiflative aflembly at large, who * 
were the petitioners, is perhaps already accounted for, by what has been 
faid of the then fubferviency- of two parts of the States to the views andU 
jxretenfions of the other part.. ' * 

Your Majefty has been moft gracioufly pleafed to determine otherwffe of?" 
the duties impofed of late year? upon die articles of rum and gin. That 
import was established at the prayer of the States alfo, and agreeable exaftt* ' 
to the mode they propofed; all the regulations which took place, origi*- 
Dated in the States were, on the 3d of novemfeer 1770, formed into an a6h. 
€0 called, agreeable to" the ufual appellation of all resolutions of the State?,, 
and it was tendered to your Majefty under that title for your ibyil appro- 
tetiosu . The fame was confirmed by. your Majefiy> order of the 2d oJUde^- 
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camber following, with this clatife : * Qg* le prodme des dlti droit* few 
- employe a des ufages Qc fervices publics, pour le bien commun de rifle 
•1 & des habitans, & fera a la difpofitiQn de TaiTemblee des £tats. * 

t Your petitioners are truly grieved to find by an other order of your Ma* 
Jefty, bearing date the 8th of auguft 1787, that when they fubmitted a law 
to your Majefty for preventing criminal profecutions grounded upon anony- 
mous papers only, their intentions should have borne the appearance under 
which it feems to have been viewed by the right honourable the Lords of 
the Committee, as ftated in their Lordships' report on that fubjett. The 
States are too fenfible of what they owe to fociety and to their own con- 
fciences, to wish jo conceal rather than deteft crimes : and the aft itfelf was 
meant to prevent in future a crime of the mod pernicious nature, the pro* 
Fecution of innocence on dark, anonymous libels* The fubjed which gave 
irife to that law, was of this defcription; it alarmed many principal inhabi- 
tants, ^and occaGoned a great outcry in the public* Two individuals, one 
of them a : member of this aflembly, were at three different times brought 
before the Court on their trial, and' kept in a ftate of fufpenfe for feveral 
days. Even after the hearing of feveral witnefles, the king s Procureuf was 
allowed to procure further informations and upon the fulled inveftigation, 
the jnacter proved not only to be void of foundation, but conceived in ma- 
lice. But the gujUlefs perfons obtained no redrefc for this perfection: 
9pd yoyr Alaj^ftyVloy^i fufcjeSs are dill ajjprehenfive that they are^ expofei 
co the malevolence* of wicked and jfll-4efigning men. Their Lordships in- 
deed have been pleafed to give it a? their opinion, that « any public OflU 
w> cer who should prefume tp inftitute a criminal fuit againft any perfon 
9> upon no better ground than an anonymous chargfe, fuch officer would be 
* guilty of a high mifdemeanour, and would deferve to be difmilled from 
» your Majefty's fervice. •» Yet no law' now exifls to abolish a pradice fo 
deftruftive or the repofe, and contrary to the liberties of the inhabitants z 
> ppp ad having be^n: erafed from the records, agreeable to your Majefiy's 
command, an^ published throughout the ifland as dangerous or- unneceffary. 

Your Petitioners humbly, crave your Majeflv's attention to one moreef- 
fential fuHeft, namely, theGreffier's duty ana funftions in the States; and 
they be§ leave to obferve, that this was a point in difficulty fubmitted to 
<*your : Majefty by the States in twoTormer petitions : that it was one of die 
points fet down for the confideration of the right honourable the Lords of 
theComnairtee; iniebru^ry 1786 ; that it was to communicated to the Sta- 
tes by the £lerk in attendance of youc Majefiy's Council, in a letter dated 
ihe 43d april 178?, in order that the parties might prepare thenrfelves upon 
jhis as yell as upon; the other points in difpute; that the matter was ac- 
cordingly fppkfin to before their Lordships in february 1786, but- was givea 
Up on the part of the Lieutenant Baillys Council.: that no rule however 
Jias been prefcribed on this head, either by your Majefiy's order of the 2d 
pf june > or in either of the fubfequent orders of the 8th of augutf 1-787, 
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&pd jp0«r pftkipwrs art under the necefflty «f forthif informing y»of Mi- 
c fly, in addition to what was dated in their former petitions, that they expe n 
lience daily the inconveniencies arifing from the Greffier's confidering him* 
felf as the Greffier or Clerk of the Liewenaht Bailly only. For fince the 
lad orders of your Majefty have been ilTued, the Greffier has refufed to at"* 
tend a Committee of toe Mates; he has alfo refufed the communication of 
your Majefty 's orders in Council to the fame Committee; and even denied 
them the infpedion of their own records, and of the propoGtions whfchc 
are lodged au greffe for the consideration of all the members, all which' 
appears by the report of the faid Committee of the 17th odober 1787; 
and he has declared openly in the States, that he would not aft in any ref- 
peft without the direction or permiflion of the Lieutenant Bailly, although 
lie is bound by an article in the code of laws, to attend all the Commit- 
tees of the States. Upon all thefe accounts, the States fubmit to your Ma- 
jefty, the expediency of ascertaining the duty of this officer, in order to avoid 
all future difputes on that head* 

Upon the whole, your loyal and ever devoted fubje&s, the States of Jer- 
fey, relying with unbounded confidence on your Majefty as their graciou* 
Sovereign and benign protedor, mod humbly implore your Majefty to 
take into your royal confideration the fubjeft of this their humble repre- 
fentation and petition ; and they moil ardently pray, that your Majefty 
will be gracioufly pleafed to order that the proportion for the re-efta- 
biishment of the trial by jury, that great and chief objed of their follici- 
tude and prayer, may be inveftigated and finally fettled as foon as the na- 
ture of the cafe will admit and their exigencies require. That it may pleafe 
your Majefty, out of your abundant grace and juftice, to reconfider you* 
orders of the 2d of June 1786, and of the 8th of auguft 1787, touching 
thofe points which lay new checks upon the legiflative afiembly, and en- 
creafe the powers of the Lieutenant Bailly; but particularly with refpeft 
to the new prerogative granted to him of entering his diflent upon tha 
refolutions of the States; and to fix the time or feffion for the States 
during the courfe of one day. That your Majefty would gracioufly con- 
defcend to explain what shall be underftood in future by the term ot prin- 
cipal inhabitants, and who shall have the right to fit and vote in paro- 
chial aflemblies under that title : that your Majefty may be gracioufly plea* 
fed to pronounce upon the expediency of ena&ing the new provifions 
prayed for by the merchants fefpefting the duties on wines, &c. , and to 
make known your pleafure whether the States and their Committees are to 
be deprived of their ancient rights of directing the works of the harbours. 
That your Majefty will be pleated to enaft a law forbidding in future any 
criminal profecution founded upon anonymous papers only, under fuch pe- 
nalties as your Majefty shall judge proper; and, finally, that your Majefty 
will be gracioufly pleafed to declare that the "Greffier is bound to obferve 
the directions of the States of this island. 
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This or fuch other relief in the premifes as to your Majefty, in your 
gnat wifdom, shall fcem meet. 

* Sign?d, by order of the States, 

Eh*. Dc Carteret, grefiitr± 
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